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THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland) took the Chair at 10.00 am, and read prayers.

HUTCHINSON, SIR ROSS

Condolence Motion

MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [10.06 am]:  I move -

That the House records its sincere regret at the death of Sir Ross Hutchinson and tenders its deep sympathy to his
family.

The recent passing of Sir Ross Hutchinson brings great personal sadness to me and my family, especially my father who
regarded Sir Ross as a close friend.  Sir Ross Hutchinson was a wonderful husband, father, colleague, friend and sportsman
who will be greatly missed.  However, his memory will live on in the lasting contribution he made to this great State.

As I will outline, Sir Ross was a truly remarkable man.  He was born at Worsley on 10 September 1914, the son of Albert
Herbert Hutchinson, a railway guard and timber mill worker, and Agnes Lillian May Mowday.  Sir Ross married Amy
Goodall Strang on 8 May 1939 at St John's Church in Fremantle.  He is survived by his wife, Amy, and his children, Ross
and Gail.

Sir Ross was educated at Deanmill and Wesley College before undertaking odd jobs in Deanmill in 1934.  He was a teaching
monitor at Deanmill from 1934 to 1935 and at South Terrace School from 1935 to 1936 before studying at teachers college
and beginning a career as a teacher in 1936.  He served at Beaconsfield, Richmond and Claremont until 1941.

Sir Ross Hutchinson enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force on 29 March 1942.  He trained at Cunderdin and Geraldton
before serving overseas as a Royal Air Force bomber pilot in the 578 squadron in the United Kingdom from 1943 to 1945. 
He served in India during 1945 before being discharged in October of that year with the rank of flight lieutenant.  Sir Ross
was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1944.  Once discharged, he returned and taught at Claremont High School
from 1945 to 1950.

Sir Ross Hutchinson joined the Liberal Party in 1947 and stood unsuccessfully for the South Province electorate in that year
before being elected as the first member for Cottesloe on 25 March 1950 - an electorate he served in this House for 27 years. 
The seat of Cottesloe was created for the 1950 election and Sir Ross won it comfortably with just under 60 per cent of the
vote and he had no trouble holding the seat in eight subsequent elections.  Sir Ross was a minister throughout the term of
the Brand Government, holding the portfolios of Chief Secretary and Minister for Health and Fisheries and Fauna from 1959
to 1965 and was Minister for Works and Water Supplies from 1965 to 1971.  Sir Ross Hutchinson served as Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly from 1974 to 1977 - that was during the first term of the Government led by my father.  Sir Ross
retired from Parliament in 1977 and was knighted by Her Majesty the Queen for his service to Western Australia and the
community.

Sir Ross also served the Parliament in this House as a Deputy Chairman of Committees from 1956 to 1957 and as a member
of the Printing Committee from 1950 to 1959.  In 1950, he was a member of the select committee inquiring into the ways
and means of obtaining adequate meat supplies for the people of Western Australia.

He was also a member of the select committee inquiring into the Perpetual Executors Trustees and Agency Company Limited
and the Western Australia Trustee Executor and Agency Company Limited Acts Amendment (Private) Bills in 1966.  Sir
Ross also represented the Western Australian branch of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association at the Australasian
regional conference in Adelaide in 1977.

In addition to all that, Sir Ross was a keen sportsman and played district football for Jardee in 1934, and then league football
from 1935 to 1939, serving as captain-coach from 1936 to 1939, being part of the teams that won two premierships, and the
team that was defeated in a grand final replay in 1939.  He was non-playing coach for the West Perth Football Club from
1940 to 1941, which won one premiership, and captain-coach of the West Perth Football Club in 1946 and South Fremantle
Football Club from 1947 to 1949, which teams won two premierships in 1947 and 1948.  He was captain-coach of the state
football team in 1939, and its coach in 1948.  I cannot believe any person could coach so many winning teams successfully. 
He must have been a good politician, especially when it came to his saying in this Parliament which team he supported in
the competition!  That is an outstanding record.

To add to this, he served as a member of the teachers union from 1937 to 1950, as a member of the Fremantle Hospital
Board for two years, and as a member of the Kings Park Board in 1978, its deputy president in 1998, and its president from
1981 to 1984.  All in all, he achieved much in his life.  On behalf of the members of this House, I extend our deepest
sympathy to Sir Ross' wife, Amy, and his two children, Ross and Gail, and their families.

DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Leader of the Opposition) [10.11 am]:  On behalf of members of the State Opposition, I join
with the Premier in recording the sincere regret of this Parliament on the death of Sir Ross Hutchinson, and offer our
sympathy to his family.  Sir Ross was a member of the Legislative Assembly for 27 years from 1950 to 1977, and was the
inaugural member for Cottesloe.  He had a long and distinguished parliamentary career, and as well as being the Chief
Secretary, had responsibility for a number of portfolios over the years, including Health, Water Supplies, Works, and
Fisheries and Fauna.  He also served on various parliamentary committees.
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Sir Ross served as the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly from 1974 until his retirement in 1977.  In that year, he was
knighted for services to Western Australia and the community.  After his time in Parliament, he served on the Kings Park
Board and was the board's president from 1981 to 1984.  As the Premier has already described, the many achievements of
Sir Ross were not confined to this Parliament:  During the Second World War, he enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force,
served overseas and received the Distinguished Flying Cross in 1944.  On his discharge, Sir Ross returned to teaching until
being elected to Parliament in 1950.  He was a keen sportsman and had many significant achievements on the football field,
including being part of the East Fremantle, West Perth and South Fremantle football teams that won five premierships.  He
was also captain-coach of the state football team in 1939, and its coach in 1948.

The Opposition recognises his distinguished career both inside and outside the State Parliament.  Our deepest sympathy is
with his family at this time.

MR COWAN (Merredin - Minister for Commerce and Trade) [10.13 am]:  I join with the Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition in expressing condolence to the family of Sir Ross Hutchinson.  It is always very difficult to make a judgment
about an individual when he is in the twilight of his parliamentary career; however, Sir Ross Hutchinson was the Speaker
of the Legislative Assembly when I first entered this place.  In those days, the fairness of this man became quite apparent. 
There were no technical aids which assisted the Speaker to determine the remaining time members had within which to
complete their speeches, and the judgment about whether members would, or would not, have to sit down because their time
had expired was left entirely to the Speaker.  In that respect, in three years, I never heard any members dispute with the
Speaker at the time - Sir Ross Hutchinson - whether they had been short-changed.  I might also add, he did not have the
benefit of the relay that seems to take place often now, when the Deputy Speaker and Acting Speakers are given an
opportunity to take a place in the Speaker's chair, to maintain control over the House.

In those days that responsibility was thrust very much upon the Speaker, and Sir Ross discharged those responsibilities
meticulously, scrupulously and fairly.  Undoubtedly, he was a Speaker who commanded great respect from everyone in
Parliament.  

As stated by both the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition, that integrity and fairness was displayed throughout Sir Ross
Hutchinson's career, as a minister and as an athlete and sportsman on the football field.  With my National Party colleagues,
I join the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in expressing condolences to the family of the late Sir Ross Hutchinson.

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [10.16 am]:  On all counts, Sir Ross Hutchinson was an outstanding
Australian and, indeed, an outstanding Western Australian.  He represented the seat of Cottesloe and is much loved and
highly respected by his constituents to this day.  None of us could imagine emulating the career of Sir Ross Hutchinson
which covered a variety of areas; namely, his distinguished war service, his career in education, his sporting achievements
and a long parliamentary career of 27 years, including contesting eight elections for the seat of Cottesloe.  

I join with previous speakers in expressing deep sympathy to his family.  I know well Sir Ross' son, Ross, who contributes
greatly to the community; that is, to schools in the district and to a variety of worthwhile causes and associations.  Sir Ross
made an outstanding contribution to this State and Parliament as a member, minister and Speaker in a long and distinguished
career.  As the member for Cottesloe, I record how highly Sir Ross Hutchinson is still thought of in the Cottesloe electorate,
which he represented with distinction for 27 years.

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville - Parliamentary Secretary) [10.17 am]:  Sir Ross Hutchinson was, in a way, my mentor and
was one of my heroes.  What a man he was.  He was a champion sportsman, a great leader, a highly respected politician and
a true gentleman.  Although he was a man's man, my wife always reminded me that he could make a woman feel very special. 
He certainly achieved a lot for a lad from Deanmill.  He was an outstanding sportsperson, starring at football, cricket and
tennis at Wesley College, where he showed leadership qualities at an early stage.  

He became a school teacher, but football was to be his future.  He was signed by the East Fremantle Football Club, and it
was not long before he was captain-coach and the club became premiers.  He was signed by South Fremantle Football Club
two years later as captain-coach, and that club was premiers that year.  He was signed by West Perth Football Club one year
later for an extra 2 shillings and 6 pence a match, as long as West Perth paid his rail ticket from Fremantle to Perth!  He was
captain-coach and West Perth also became premiers.  Sir Ross was a member of a state side which defeated Victoria, and
in 1939 he was made coach of the Western Australian side which played Victoria. 

World War II ended his sporting career.  He went to England with the Royal Australian Air Force as a bomber pilot, and
he came home with a Distinguished Flying Cross.  Sir Ross changed direction after the war and, as we all know, went into
politics and became the member for Cottesloe.  He was a minister of the Crown and Speaker of this House, a position which
demands integrity, dignity and respect from politicians on both sides.  Ross was the man for the job. 

I first saw Ross in action as a facilitator when we invited him to chair the preliminary meetings to establish the Tennis
Professionals Association of Western Australia.  His fairness of judgment and firmness led to the establishment of this
organisation, which remains strong today.  Tennis was Sir Ross' great passion.  He played at Royal Kings Park Tennis Club,
and helped establish the Veterans Tennis Association of Western Australia which started with 30 members.  It now has
almost 2 000 members, and is the largest tennis club in Western Australia.  Ross was a past president and life member of
that club.

On a personal note, I was surprised when Sir Ross asked me to partner him in the Australian One Hundred Years event.  That
did not mean that participants had to be aged 100 years, as it was a combined ages of partners event.  He reminded me that
he was aged 60 years and I was 40 at the time, so we were tailor made for the event.  Tailor made we were, as we won the
Australian title.  I then learnt that Sir Ross was a true competitor.  Playing beside Ross, I could see that he had that look of



[Tuesday, 21 December 1999] 4205

steel and determined jaw set which single out champions from others.  He missed a few easy shots, but he never missed the
tough ones and those that counted.  I remember that at 6-5 in the third set in the final, we were leading 40-15 and he was
serving into the sun.  We were serving to the all-time great of Western Australia, Clive Wilderspin, whose forehand was
world class.  Sir Ross said, "Where do I serve this?"  I said, "Serve it to Wilderspin's forehand.  He only goes cross-court. 
Serve, run in and block the volley back, but I will move over and cover the angle, which will force him wide.  The net goes
up two inches at the right-hand side.  He will either hit it into the net because of the acuteness of the angle or he could, with
his severe top spin, hit the top of the net.  When that happens, lift your racquet, because they all kick high, and you'll have
a sitter."  As fate would have it, that is exactly what happened.  It hit the net, Sir Ross raised his hand, hit the winning volley,
and I still have bruised ribs from the hug he gave me after we won.  

Sir Ross was a quiet, unassuming, elegant man, who we all know was awarded the knight bachelor in 1977.  Ross Hutchinson
was a man whom everyone found easy to call sir, and he was an inspiration to many.  Vale Sir Ross Hutchinson.

MR OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood - Minister for Local Government) [10.21 am]:  I join my colleagues in extending
condolences to the Hutchinson family and I will make a few short comments about Sir Ross and his contribution to Western
Australia.  We have heard what a fine politician and serviceman in the Royal Australian Air Force Sir Ross was.  I remind
members of the House of his origins.  He was born at Worsley and educated at Deanmill.  For those members who do not
know, I think he later taught at Deanmill.  It was only last year that the Deanmill school closed voluntarily.  The first time
I met Sir Ross was at a reunion at Deanmill.  I was struck by the presence of the man.  Even then, he still remembered
everybody - all of the characters.  Our own John Todd was also educated at Deanmill.  Deanmill has produced many fine
sportsmen, particularly on the football field.  It has only been surpassed recently by the mighty Southerners team from
Pemberton, which is in the competition in the Lower South West Football League.  Sir Ross also played for Jardee, which
was originally known as Jardanup and which was at one stage a larger town than Manjimup.  All of the things that Sir Ross
achieved later in his life as a politician and as a member for Cottesloe began from humble beginnings in the lower south west. 
On behalf of the people of the Warren district, I extend to the Hutchinson family our sincere condolences.

Question passed, members standing.

BILLS - ASSENT

Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -

1. Acts Amendment (Police Immunity) Bill 1999.

2. Disability Services Amendment Bill 1999.

3. Prisons Amendment Bill 1998.

4. National Rail Corporation Agreement Repeal Bill 1999.

5. Railway (Northern and Southern Urban Extensions) Bill 1999.

6. State Trading Concerns Amendment Bill 1999.

7. Court Security and Custodial Services Bill 1998.

8. Court Security and Custodial Services (Consequential Provisions) Bill 1998.

9. New Tax System Price Exploitation Code (Taxing) Bill 1999.

10. New Tax System Price Exploitation Code (Western Australia) Bill 1999.

11. State Entities (Payments) Bill 1999.

12. Nuclear Waste Storage (Prohibition) Bill 1999.

13. Financial Relations Agreement (Consequential Provisions) Bill 1999.

14. Titles (Validation) and Native Title (Effect of Past Acts) Amendment Bill 1999.

15. Sentence Administration Bill 1998.

16. Sentencing Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 1999.

BILLS - APPROPRIATIONS

Messages from the Governor received and read recommending appropriations for the purposes of the following Bills -

1. Road Traffic Amendment Bill 1999.

2. Maritime and Transport Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 1999.

3. Maritime Bill 1999.

4. Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill 1999.

5. Forest Products Bill 1999.

6. Gaming Commission (Continuing Lotteries Levy) Bill 1999.
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7. Acts Amendment (Continuing Lotteries) Bill 1999.

8. State Records Bill 1999.

9. State Records (Consequential Provisions) Bill 1999.

10. Animal Welfare Bill 1999.

SENTENCE ADMINISTRATION BILL 1998 

Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it had agreed to the amendments made in the Assembly to the
Council's amendments Nos 22, 44 and 45.

SENTENCING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT AND REPEAL BILL 1998

Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying that in reply to message No 39 from the Legislative Assembly it does
not insist on its amendment No 2 and has agreed to the amendment made by the Legislative Assembly to Legislative
Council's amendment No 8.

GAS CORPORATION (BUSINESS DISPOSAL) BILL 1999

Returned

Bill returned from the Council without amendment.

LEEUWIN-NATURALISTE NATIONAL PARK, ENTRY FEES

Petition

Dr Gallop (Leader of the Opposition) presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 4 368 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We the undersigned petitioners call on the State Government to reverse its decision to impose visitor entry fees for
people accessing surfing beaches within Leeuwin Naturaliste National Park and further call on the Government to
recognize that free access to our beaches is fundamental to our way of life.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 77.]

EAGLE BAY, SURVEY OF LAND OWNERS

Petition

Mr Masters presented the following petition bearing the signatures of four persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, request the Water Corporation to conduct a survey of all registered land owners within the
Eagle Bay settlement on the issue of water/sewerage pipeline location.  We make this request on the basis of strong
community opposition to the destruction of high quality native vegetation on road verges proposed to be used for
the laying of water and sewerage pipelines.  We urge the Water Corporation to locate these pipelines on the
previously agreed route or on an alternative route that will not cause unacceptable damage to remnant vegetation.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 78.]

COMO PRIMARY SCHOOL, PRE-SCHOOL ACCOMMODATION

Petition

Mr Pendal presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 110 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned say the Education Department report on options for accommodating early childhood programs
in Como directly repudiates parent and community views, represents a victory of economic considerations over
education outcomes and thus will be detrimental to both the school and the children. 
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Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to note our view in order that the Education Minister might reject the
contents of the report.

[See petition No 79.]

SWAN RIVER/BLACKADDER WETLAND AND 100 YEAR FLOODPLAIN

Petition

Mrs van de Klashorst presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 128 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We the undersigned petitioners call for the Swan River/Blackadder Creek wetland and 100 year floodplain at
Midland be retained and restored as a floodplain and wetland habitat, zoned Parks and Recreation; that recreational
facilities, tourist amenities, and similar development, be limited to a small part of the floodplain already infilled
near Marshall Park, and that for the remainder of the floodplain, there be allowed full and proper protection and
rehabilitation of the wetland and floodplain environments for the safety, health and enjoyment of all of the
community present and future.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 80.]

OLD GROWTH TUART FOREST, HOMESWEST LOTS

Petition

Mr Barron-Sullivan presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 1 035 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned do hereby ask the Minister for the Environment to support the people of Bunbury and
surrounding areas to have the area of old growth tuart forest on Homeswest owned Lots Pt 302 and Pt 303 of the
South Bunbury Structure Plan preserved and included in the proposed Bunbury Regional Conservation Park.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 81.]

PERTH TO DARWIN HIGHWAY

Petition

MRS van de KLASHORST (Swan Hills - Parliamentary Secretary) [10.32 am]:  I present the following petition -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, say that we do not want the preferred option "C" for the Perth to Darwin Highway (as shown
in the Alignment Selection Study Summary Report) as it is too close to the townsite and will affect too many
existing homes.

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly adopt Options "A" or "B" for the Perth to Darwin Highway (as shown
in the Alignment Selection Study Summary Report) as the preferred alignment as it is further away from the
existing townsite and will affect less homes and families.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 172 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the Legislative Assembly.

[See petition No 82.]

Mrs van de KLASHORST:  I also have a petition containing 179 signatures which does not conform to the standing orders
of the Legislative Assembly and which I will pass directly to the minister.

SCARBOROUGH SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL SITE

Petition

Dr Edwards presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 565 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.
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We the undersigned call upon the Minister for Education to honour commitments given in October 1998 regarding
Scarborough High School, being:

The retention, of the hall/gymnasium and swimming pool for use by the community;

The availability of public open space and parking;

The reservation of the site for community use.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 83.]

MAYLANDS POLICE ACADEMY SITE

Petition

Dr Edwards presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 123 persons -

To the Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia
in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned, demand full and frank consultation on the future of the Police Academy site at Maylands and
urge the Legislative Assembly to listen to the people of Maylands.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest consideration and your petitioners,
as in duty bound, will ever pray.

[See petition No 84.]

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE ANTI-CORRUPTION COMMISSION

Report

The Clerk (Mr P.J. McHugh) presented for tabling the report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Anti-Corruption
Commission on the special investigation conducted by Mr Geoffrey Miller QC; the allegations, the evidence, the outcomes
and their relevance to the anti-corruption procedures within the Western Australia Police Service.

[See paper No 598.]

MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [10.37 am]:  I am deputy chairman of the committee.

The SPEAKER:  Under standing orders, the chairman of the committee would normally have 20 minutes and other members
10 minutes to debate the report.  The chairman is not present and I will allow some discretion if more than 10 minutes is
needed.

Mr THOMAS:  This report was delivered to the Clerk in accordance with standing orders last week and therefore the report
is deemed to have been tabled.  It was tabled by the chairman in the other place.  In the wake of that, comments were made
by the Police Union (WA) and a spokesman on behalf of the Police Union (WA), and I will comment on the points made
in those comments because I believe the purpose of the committee in presenting the report to the Parliament and the content
of the report have been misunderstood by some of those who commented subsequently, including journalists.  Comments
were made shortly after the report was tabled and I am certain that some of these commentators could not have read it in that
short time because it is a substantial document.  I recommend to anyone who wishes to understand this most perplexing issue
that they take the trouble to read the report as there is a substantial amount of material in it which has not hitherto been in
the public domain, or at least not in a way where it has been assembled, as in this case.

The circumstances are fairly simple.  On 8 April 1997, the drug squad raided a house where two people lived.  Subsequently,
the two occupants alleged that the officers had stolen $2 000 during the raid.  The complaint was later aired in the
newspapers.  The occupants had complained to the internal affairs section of the Police Service and it was investigated.  

It turned out that one of the people at the house which was raided was another police officer's informant.  That protection
was invoked and the police officer subsequently visited the house later that day.  He was unable to compensate the informant
for the $2 000 that was allegedly stolen.  Of course, the officers deny stealing it.  Apart from the statement made by these
people, there is no evidence to suggest the theft occurred.  Nevertheless, the police officer gave the informant $400 from
funds which apparently exist for police officers to give to informants at their discretion.  The matter became the subject of
an investigation of the Police Service internal affairs unit.  It became public through complaints made to a newspaper and
was subsequently referred to the Anti-Corruption Commission.  A special investigation was conducted by Mr Miller QC,
who is now Justice Miller.  The Anti-Corruption Commission received the special investigator's report in December 1997
and the Anti-Corruption Commission reported to the Commissioner of Police and the Director of Public Prosecutions.  Then
began a series of legal manoeuvres which have been played out in the public domain, and which are probably beyond the
understanding of most of the casual readers who until now have had to learn of this matter through the newspapers.  

What happened is that the officers concerned, with the union acting on their behalf, were able to have the report overturned
on the basis - quite correctly - that it purported to make a finding of guilt.  The jargon or verbiage purported to make a
finding of guilt about the officers relating to some of the matters in the report.  The Supreme Court found that the Anti-
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Corruption Commission does not have the power to make findings of guilt as it is an investigatory body.  It can investigate,
assemble facts and report to an appropriate authority, whether it be the Commissioner of Police, the Director of Public
Prosecutions or, in the case of other public officers, a relevant authority.  However, the Anti-Corruption Commission is not
to make findings of guilt.  The report was overturned as a consequence.  The Anti-Corruption Commission reformulated its
report to comply with the court's findings and sent the revised report to the Commissioner of Police.  There is no need to
discuss the legal manoeuvring; however, the Commissioner of Police ultimately had a report stating the officers had not
complied with standard operating procedures.  As a consequence, an action for the officers to be dismissed was instigated. 
After further action, the commissioner's finding was that the officers should undergo counselling.  They have yet to undergo
that counselling.  

I draw some themes from that brief factual summary.  The narrative is enumerated in more detail in the standing committee's
report.  I commend the report to members of Parliament and members of the public who have an interest in this matter, in
whatever capacity.  It is an involved story and it is worthwhile reading the detail to understand the issue.  Much of the
rhetoric about this matter has been that because the officers concerned have not been found guilty of any criminal offence,
they should not suffer any adverse action.  It is often said - and this occurs largely in the public sector, although not always -
by unions representing workers suffering from allegations of misconduct that they should not suffer any penalty if they have
not been found guilty of any criminal conduct.  Rhetorically that sounds like a position that we should all accept.  

However, we need to understand that although the burden of proof in criminal matters is the burden of proving that a person
is guilty beyond all reasonable doubt, that should not necessarily be the burden of proof that prevails in disciplined
management in a body such as the Police Service.  In this case, the facts disclosed that the officers concerned had breached
the standard operating procedures.  

The issue of burden of proof extends beyond the matter of the conduct of police officers.  It might be alleged, for example,
that a teacher was guilty of misconduct - sexual or otherwise - with regard to children.  An investigation might be conducted
into that matter, but the Director of Public Prosecutions might believe  there was insufficient evidence to charge that person
and institute proceedings.  However, should the teacher concerned then be reinstated to his or her position?  What should
happen is that the people who need to make managerial decisions about such matters should exercise a standard of proof
that approximates the balance of probabilities, because although on the balance of probabilities the teacher engaged in
improper conduct with children, it might not be able to be proved beyond all reasonable doubt, and in those circumstances
a managerial decision must be made on the basis of a lesser standard of proof - that is, the civil standard of proof, or even
something less stringent than that - depending on the circumstances and the matter concerned.  Those managerial decisions
must be made by the appropriate authority, which in the matter on which we are reporting is the Commissioner of Police. 

What we have in this matter is a breach of the standard operating procedures.  It has been said  by the people who are
defending these officers that these are trivial matters and no great fuss should be made about them, and it was said in
particular the week before last that our committee had done something wrong by bringing up these matters again.  The
standard operating procedures exist because police officers in exercising their duties in, for example, the Drug Squad have
opportunities not only to place themselves at risk of allegations which are unfounded but also to engage in misconduct
themselves.  When our committee visited the United States last year, we were told by the Federal Bureau of Investigations
Police Investigations Unit that the only serious problem of police corruption in the United States at present is drugs.  The
situation is that many of the people who make complaints against police officers in drug squads cannot be rated as credible
witnesses, because they are invariably drug users, if not drug traffickers; often substantial amounts of money are lying around
that cannot be accounted for; and on other occasions amounts of drugs are lying around which with the right contacts can
be converted into money, so it creates a temptation to be corrupt.  The reason that standard operating procedures exist is not
only to protect the public against any misconduct by the police, but also to protect police officers themselves against any
unfounded allegations.  For example, if an allegation were made that some money had been stolen, the officers would be
protected against that allegation if the standard operating procedures had been followed, and the parallel is that the public
would be protected also.

The management of informants is another area in which there have been breaches of standard operating procedures.  The
committee was told that in criminal investigations it is a standard and necessary police procedure for detectives to have
informants which can be interpreted as giving informants a licence to practise crime in an area.  Obviously, that could then
reach a situation where improper relationships could exist between informants and police officers, with officers favouring
people.  Suggestions could be made that consideration could be given by informants for favours, apart from those granted
by the supply of useful information to the Police Force in preventing and detecting crime.

In this case, it was admitted by the police officers that when they left an informant's premises they took heroin but left behind
cannabis.  That is a breach, if not of criminal law, of police procedures.  There must be clear, standard operating procedures
with rigorous attention paid to them.  The upshot of that case was that initially the Commissioner of Police was inclined to
dismiss the officers for breach of the standard operating procedures.  However, on receipt of the internal affairs unit's
subsequent and final report on those officers, he decided that they would be counselled rather than dismissed for the breach
of standard operating procedures.

It is interesting that the Commissioner of Police appeared before the committee and, when asked why he had decided that
they should be counselled rather than dismissed for breaches of important standard operating procedures, he said, "Because
everyone was doing it; that was the standard way to behave in those areas."  Evidence set out in the report indicates that the
immediate superiors of the officers involved had agreed that it was an acceptable way to behave.  Members can read in the
report the various breaches that came to their attention at the time.  Those superiors appeared as witnesses before the special
investigator and we cited their evidence in the report where they justified the breaches of the standard operating procedures



4210 [ASSEMBLY]

as an exercise of discretion.  There is discussion in the report of the notion of police discretion, the way in which it can be
exercised and the way in which it operates in relation to standard operating procedures.

I believe we are reporting a serious matter to the House.  Standard operating procedures exist in an area of the Police Force
where corruption is a distinct possibility, if not a fact.  Standard operating procedures exist to protect the public against
corruption and to protect officers from malicious and vexatious allegations that could be made against them, which may have
been made against the officers in this case.  These operating procedures were not observed and the then Commissioner of
Police ultimately determined that the officers should be counselled.  Due to continuing legal action, that counselling has yet
to occur.

It is disturbing that until this investigation occurred, no-one would have known, first, that those standard operating
procedures were not observed but, more to the point, that it was common practice that they should not observe the standard
operating procedures.  This area of policing is fraught with danger for the public and officers engaged in that work and it
is most important that they should rigorously adhere to standard operating procedures.  

There is a good ending to the story, Mr Speaker.  Standard operating procedures, in both the conduct of raids and the
management of informants, have been reviewed and we were advised that it is a very strict requirement that they observe
those standard operating procedures.  If that is the case, and from now on standard operating procedures are observed in all
cases, it is very good and a marked improvement on the previous situation.  In response to some of the public comments that
were made when the report was tabled in the other place a week or two ago, this is a most important matter and one which
our committee should report to the Parliament.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON DELEGATED LEGISLATION

By-laws of the Western Australian Trotting Association, Report

MR WIESE (Wagin) [10.56 am]:  I apologise, Mr Speaker, for there being no notice of the tabling of this report.  I did not
realise I was doing this until the report appeared on my table this morning!  I present for tabling the "By-laws of the Western
Australian Trotting Association - Notice of Amendment" report of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation. 
I move -

That the report be tabled.

Of all the investigations of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, this would have to be one of the more
extraordinary sets of by-laws which the committee has looked at in its time.  In looking at the by-laws, the committee also
became aware of some extraordinary weaknesses and other matters in the Act.  The committee has commented on those in
this report.  Suffice it to say, the by-laws contain some extraordinary powers which the Western Australian Trotting
Association purported to put upon itself and which the committee found to be totally and absolutely obnoxious.  I will give
briefly the instance of by-law 13.24, which is headed "No recourse to law and limitation of liability".  Subsection (1) of that
section states that a member agrees not to commence proceedings in a court of law against the association or against any
member of the committee or any official arising out of the performance of his or her duties.  That is an extraordinary section
but subsection (2) is far worse.  It reads -

The Association, the members of the Committee and the Association's employees, agents and members shall not
be liable to any member or any person claiming by or through a member for any injury, death, loss or damage to
person or property whether caused directly or indirectly by any act or omission of the Association, a member of
the Committee, the Association's employees, agents or members arising out of the performance by that person of
the person's duties or functions . . . 

Those are extraordinary powers, basically purporting to have the effect that nobody can sue any member of the association
or its employees no matter how negligent they may have been in the course of their duties.  Several sections along those lines
purported to give the association extraordinary powers which the committee saw as being way beyond the powers which
should be given to any group of people, and in many cases way beyond the powers given by the Act.

The committee noted that section 5 of the Act indicates that bookmakers are not permitted to be members of the Western
Australian Trotting Association.  However, in the by-laws we were looking at, membership of the association was a
prerequisite for anybody to be a bookmaker or for that matter to be an employee or anything else of the Trotting Association. 
Very clearly in the case of a bookmaker, the by-laws were ultra vires.  In the committee's opinion, the requirement that a
person be a member of the association before that person can work for the association is way outside that which is generally
accepted in our community as being a legal requirement.  In fact, I understand legislation clearly states that that shall not
be the case.  Many instances of that nature are highlighted in the report.  

The committee met with the secretary and the lawyer of the Western Australian Trotting Association to discuss all of those
issues, and the association agreed to make amendments to all of the areas highlighted by the committee as quickly as
possible.  On that basis, the protective notice of disallowance which the committee had moved in the upper House was
removed.  We now wait to see whether the association will live up to the commitment it has given to subsequently amend
those by-laws. 

Although the Act was not part of the scrutiny of the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation, in examining the
by-laws the committee became aware that the Act contained some strange sections.  We as a committee wondered - as should
this Parliament - how they were ever put into the legislation and passed through either this House or the upper House at a
time when the Western Australian Trotting Association Act was implemented.  I will cite one example of that.  Section 7
of the Act deals with by-laws.  Subsection (6) states -
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The production of a copy of the Government Gazette containing any such amendment or repeal of a by-law or new
by-law shall be prima facie evidence that such amendment or repeal of a by-law or new by-law was duly made and
was not disallowed. 

Even when this legislation was passed, that was never the situation.  Clear procedures have always been laid out for the
tabling of by-laws and for the disallowance process which by-laws must go through.  No legislation of this nature could put
in place or purport to put in place a procedure which was so clearly contrary to the powers of the Interpretation Act and the
powers of both Houses of Parliament in relation to disallowance procedures and the disallowance of by-laws.  That section
of the Act must be amended, and we have indicated to the Minister for Racing and Gaming that amendments must be made
to the Act.  

A couple of other sections in the Act were also of some concern, one of which dealt with auditors.  The Act clearly states
that the auditor may be appointed by the minister.  The by-laws state that the committee may appoint the auditor, and that
appeared to be contrary to the Act.  Another requirement of the Act, which may or may not be of significance, is that the
financial year of the Trotting Association finish on 31 July.  The new by-laws and all of the procedures which have been
designed around those by-laws require that the financial year finish on 31 August, and all of the procedures of the association
flowing from that are based upon the 31 August conclusion of the financial year.  Possible implications which follow on from
that must be addressed.  We have indicated to the minister that he and the Trotting Association urgently need to make
changes to the Western Australian Trotting Association Act to make sure that the day-to-day procedures which the
association is carrying out are legal.

Also, there are clear indications that what is actually carried out is contrary to the Act under which the association is required
to operate.  As a result of the commitments given by the Trotting Association, the notice of disallowance was removed in
the upper House.  The changes are yet to be put in place and gazetted, but I have no doubt that chose changes will be made. 
The report was a very interesting scrutiny of a set of by-laws which needed to be scrutinised.  The association indicated there
were substantial weaknesses in their by-laws and substantial powers were exercised on people's accepted rights in today's
society which were way over the top.  We hope that those weaknesses will be amended in the near future.  I commend the
report to the House.

Question put and passed.  [See paper No 601.] 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, STAFFING

Statement by Minister for Education

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Minister for Education) [11.06 am]:  Members will be aware of the difficulties experienced
by the Education Department in staffing government schools during 1999.  With a work force of around 17 000 teachers
and 770 government schools across a State as large and diverse as Western Australia, the Education Department faces an
enormous task each year in staffing its schools, particularly those in rural and remote areas.

For a variety of reasons, including the changing demographics of a typical teacher graduate and an ageing teacher work
force, there has been a growing reluctance on the part of graduate and experienced teachers to go to the country.  There is
a shortage of special needs teachers and secondary teachers in some subject areas such as mathematics, design and
technology and languages other than English.  In addition, this year was abnormal in that the change from a three-year to
four-year teaching degree meant a reduction in the usual number of graduates from around 1 200 to only 700.  I am pleased
to be able to report to the House that through a number of successful state government initiatives and the commitment of
the Education Department, the process of staffing government schools for 2000 is almost complete.  Some 98 per cent, or
15 000 full-time teaching positions in our government schools have already been filled for next year.  The majority of the
remaining 300 positions are expected to be filled over the summer period.

The department began planning its teacher placements in July in order to secure appointments earlier than in previous years. 
This included appointments of graduates, which previously occurred during January.  The 59 graduates who applied early
and indicated they would teach anywhere in the State have already secured positions for next year.  It is expected that
between 400 and 500 graduates will be employed over the summer period and during the next year.

The complex teacher transfer process is also well ahead of schedule.  Primary school transfers for permanent staff were
completed at the end of October.  Secondary transfers were completed in mid-November.  Over 86 per cent of staff in 90
difficult to staff schools have been retained, demonstrating the success of the country incentives package introduced this
year.  The recently announced initiative to increase the number of permanent positions awarded has proved popular,
especially in those rural schools closer to Perth, which this year were hard to staff because teachers did not receive any
additional benefits they could not obtain in Perth.  To date, more than 600 temporary teachers have taken advantage of the
opportunity to secure permanency after three years' consecutive service.

Five full-time relief teachers will be appointed in the goldfields and Pilbara to avoid problems experienced this year in
finding relief teachers in these regions.

All of the 27 teacher trainees who received a joint state government and mining industry scholarship to undertake their major
practicum in a rural school in the goldfields or Pilbara, and 16 Edith Cowan University interns who completed their final
six months of training working in a government school, have been offered teaching positions.  I am pleased to announce that
the successful state government and mining industry scholarship program will be expanded to include the Kimberley region
next year.

Although the size and complexity of staffing our schools inevitably means we will never be without some problems, I am
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confident that the initiatives implemented this year will see a smooth start to the 2000 school year.  I commend the Education
Department for its commitment to improving the situation and continuing to enhance the quality of education in our
government school system.

PANDANUS PARK ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY

Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs

DR HAMES (Yokine - Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [11.11 am]:  On Saturday I went to the Aboriginal community of
Pandanus Park south of Derby and handed control of 87 hectares of land to the community.  This is part of 27 million
hectares of land held by the Aboriginal Lands Trust.  Between now and 2002, the State Government plans to hand over the
rest of the land to Aboriginal control.

There was a special ceremony at Pandanus Park to mark the occasion and I presented the head of the community, Ernie
Hunter, with a framed management order giving the community direct control over the reserve.  I was touched by the joy
such a seemingly simple matter sparked and moved by the obvious emotion displayed by older members of the community,
some of whom said they never expected to live to see the day. 

Pandanus Park is known for its strong leadership and sense of community.  It is a role model for many other Kimberley
communities.  It recently took out an award in the Westrac Tidy Towns awards for 1999, and I know the additional flexibility
the management order provides to the community will be put to good use. 

The transfer was the result of excellent cooperation and consultation between the community, the Aboriginal Affairs
Department and the ALT.  Although the trust no longer has any formal or legal control over the Pandanus Park reserve, the
ALT and the Aboriginal Affairs Department remain available to assist the community with its future land aspirations.  The
transfer of management control over reserves does not affect native title rights and interests and while the land can be leased,
the community cannot sell it.

I believe this process will provide those Aboriginal communities involved with a strong sense of self-determination and a
clear way forward into the next millennium.

PARLIAMENTARY SITTING DATES

Statement by Leader of the House

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [11.13 am]:  Cabinet recently recommended parliamentary sitting dates
for the 2000 calendar year.  Members are aware that the current sitting dates cover the 1999 spring sittings and the 2000
autumn sittings, and propose that the House resume next year on 14 March and continue until 29 June 2000.  In addition,
it is proposed that the official opening of the fourth session of the Thirty-fifth Parliament be held on Tuesday, 8 August 2000,
with the Wednesday and Thursday of that week being normal sitting days.  This is the same as the procedure employed for
the official opening for the past two years and it is envisaged that next year will again be a low-key affair, which appears
to have the support of most members.

The 2000 spring sittings are scheduled to run until 23 November next year.  The new dates provide for a total of 21 sitting
weeks in 2000, which is consistent with the number of sitting weeks in the past five years and also continues to support the
recommendations of the Commission on Government and the Standing Orders Committee.  As has been the practice in recent
years, the House has not been scheduled to sit during weeks in which a public holiday falls or when school holidays are
scheduled.  For the information of members, I table the 2000 parliamentary sitting dates.

[See paper No. 602.]

SUSPENSION OF GRIEVANCES

Notice of Motion Withdrawn

On motion by Mr Barnett (Leader of the House), resolved -

That Notice of Motion No 2 be withdrawn from the Notice Paper.

NATIVE TITLE (STATE PROVISIONS) BILL 1999

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with amendments.

Council's Amendments - Consideration in Detail

The amendments made by the Council were as follows -

No 1.

Clause 2.1, page 8, after line 12 - To insert the following paragraph -

or

(b) an area that is unallocated Crown land within the meaning of the Land Administration Act 1997
and is land - 
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(i) over which, under a written law relating to the administration of Crown land - 

(I) a non-exclusive pastoral lease was granted that continued in force for not
more than 2 years; and

(II) no other tenure has ever been granted; and

(ii) that has never been reserved under a written law referred to in subparagraph (i);

No 2.

Clause 2.12, page 14, line 10 - To insert after "done" the following words -

, public notice of the act must be given by advertisement in a newspaper circulating generally
throughout the State.

(2)

No 3.

Clause 2.12, page 14, line 10 - To insert after "must" the word "also".

No 4.

Clause 2.14, page 15, line 25 to page 16, line 8 - To delete all words appearing after the word "party".

No 5.

Clause 2.17, page 17, after line 17 - To insert the following subclause -

(2) The objector must give a copy of the objection to any proponent in relation to the act.

No 6.

Clause 2.19, page 18, after line 18 - To insert the following subclause - 

(2) The Government party must also notify an objector of particulars of all such objections lodged
by other objectors.

No 7.

Clause 2.19, page 18, line 19 - To insert after "subsection (1)" the passage "or (2)".

No 8.

Clause 2.33, page 25, lines 7 to 9 - To delete the lines and substitute the following lines -

(a) take into account the impact of the act on -

(i) the enjoyment by the objectors of registered native title rights and interests; and

(ii) any area or site on the relevant land of particular significance to the objectors in
accordance with their traditions; and

No 9.

Clause 2.33, page 25, after line 24 - To insert the following subclauses -

(4) In taking into account the impact of the act as mentioned in subsection (1)(a), and in considering
the ways in which that impact can be minimized as mentioned in subsection (1)(b), the
Commission may take into account the impact of the act on - 

(a) the way of life, culture, traditions and economic interests of any of the objectors;

(b) the freedom of access by any of the objectors to the relevant land; and 

(c) the carrying out by any of the objectors of rites, ceremonies or other activities of
cultural significance on the relevant land in accordance with their traditions.

(5) Taking into account the effect of a Part 2 act on areas or sites mentioned in subsection (1)(a)(ii)
does not affect the operation of any law of the Commonwealth or the State for the preservation
or protection of those areas or sites.

No 10.

Clause 3.13, page 41, lines 5 to 15 - To delete all words appearing after the word "party".

No 11.

Clause 3.16, page 42, after line 19 - To insert the following subclause -

(2) The objector must give a copy of the objection to any proponent in relation to the act.
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No 12.

Clause 3.18, page 43, after line 20 - To insert the following subclause -

(2) The Government party must also notify an objector of particulars of all such objections lodged
by other objectors.

No 13.

Clause 3.18, page 43, line 21 - To insert after "subsection (1)" the passage "or (2)".

No 14.

Clause 4.8, page 70, lines 21 and 22 - To delete the lines and substitute the following -

(1) Before a Part 4 act is done, the Government party must give public notice of the act by
advertisement in a newspaper circulating generally throughout the State.

(2) The Government party must also give notice in writing of the act to - 

No 15.

Clause 4.12, page 73, after line 6 - To insert the following subclause - 

(2) The objector must give a copy of the objection to any proponent in relation to the act. 

No 16.

Clause 4.14, page 73, after line 22 - To insert the following subclause - 

(2) The Government party must also notify an objector of particulars of all such objections lodged
by other objectors. 

No 17.

Clause 4.14, page 73, line 23 - To insert after "subsection (1)" the passage "or (2)".

No 18.

Clause 5.7, page 89, line 22 - To delete "claiming" and substitute the words "applying for".

No 19.

Clause 5.7, page 90, line 6 - To delete "claiming" and substitute the words "applying for".

No 20.

New clause 2.43, page 30, after line 16 - To insert the following new clause - 

2.43. Copy of determination to be laid before Parliament

(1) The responsible Minister must cause a copy of a determination under section 2.38,
together with reasons for the determination, to be laid before each House of Parliament.

(2) Subsection (1) is to be complied with as soon as is practicable after the determination
is made and in any case, in relation to a House of Parliament, within 15 sitting days of
that House after the determination is made.

No 21.

New clause 3.55, page 65, after line 16 - To insert the following new clause - 

3.55. Copy of declaration to be laid before Parliament

(1) The responsible Minister must cause a copy of a declaration under section 3.51,
together with reasons for the declaration, to be laid before each House of Parliament.

(2) Subsection (1) is to be complied with as soon as is practicable after the declaration is
made and in any case, in relation to a House of Parliament, within 15 sitting days of
that House after the declaration is made.

No 22.

New clause 4.38, page 84, after line 22 - To insert the following new clause - 

4.38. Copy of determination to be laid before Parliament

(1) The responsible Minister must cause a copy of a determination under section 4.33,
together with reasons for the determination, to be laid before each House of Parliament.

(2) Subsection (1) is to be complied with as soon as is practicable after the determination
is made and in any case, in relation to a House of Parliament, within 15 sitting days of
that House after the determination is made.
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No 23.

New clause 5.3, page 88, after line 8 - To insert the following new clause - 

5.3. Parties may agree on compensation

Nothing in section 5.2 prevents - 

(a) the native title holders entitled to compensation under that section for an act, or a
registered native title body corporate acting on their behalf; and

(b) the party from whom the compensation is recoverable,

from settling the amount of compensation by agreement without invoking the jurisdiction of the
Commission.

No 24.

Schedule 2, page 123, lines 11 to 20 - To delete the lines and substitute the following lines -

(1) Section 162(2) is amended by deleting "In" and inserting instead -

" Subject to subsection (3), in ".

(2) After section 162(2) the following subsection is inserted -

" (3) Subsection (2) does not apply if the interest taken is a native title right or
interest. ".

No 25.

Schedule 2, page 123, lines 22 to 28 -To delete the lines and substitute the following lines -

Section 163 is amended by deleting "of the Minister or of the principal proprietor of the land" and
inserting instead -

" of —

(c) the Minister;

(d) the principal proprietor of the land; or

(e) if there is a registered native title body corporate or registered native title claimant in
relation to the land, that body corporate or claimant. ".

No 26.

Schedule 2, page 125, after line 28 - To insert the following new clause -

25. Section 206 amended

Section 206(1) is amended by inserting after "interest in land" -

" , other than a native title right or interest, ".

Mr COURT:  I move -

That amendment No 1 made by the Council be agreed to.

This Parliament has had extensive debate about this issue over some years.  The Government introduced a changed Native
Title (State Provisions) Bill this year and said at the outset that it did not see this legislation as a panacea but asked the
Parliament to let it have a shot at making a workable native title legislative framework.  This legislation has been returned
from the Legislative Council with some amendments to which the Government agrees; we will support the changes.  If the
Bill is passed by this House, the Bill must go through the process of allowance or disallowance by the Senate.  I hope that
after seven years of unworkability the Senate will recognise that we need to put something in place which will give us a
chance to get on with genuine negotiations and agreements and move this issue forward in a positive way.  I support the
amendment.

Mr RIPPER:  As the House proceeds through the message, members will have an opportunity to debate each of the
amendments made by the upper House.  I also take this opportunity to make some general remarks.  The Premier is correct
that this legislation not only must pass the State Parliament but also must survive the possibility of disallowance at the federal
level.  That disallowance can occur in three different ways:  The commonwealth minister may find that the state legislation
does not conform with the requirements of the commonwealth Native Title Act; there may be a judicial review of that
commonwealth minister's determination; and finally, the commonwealth minister's determination that the legislation complies
with the commonwealth Native Title Act may be disallowed by either House of the Federal Parliament, and by the Senate
in particular.  The Premier has foreshadowed his view of what will occur.  However, it is quite likely, indeed probable, that
this legislation in its current form will not be accepted by the Senate as being consistent with the spirit of the Native Title
Act.  Consequently, once again one of the Premier's schemes for solving native title - one of his so-called "solutions" to the
so-called "native title problem" - will be found to have been no solution at all.  Over seven years we have heard much
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rhetoric and argument from the Premier and many claims that he has the solution to native title if only he can be given a
chance to implement it.

His first attempt was the state legislation on native title, the Land (Titles and Traditional Usage) Act, which was found to
be unconstitutional by the High Court of Australia in a 7:0 decision.  Nothing is so unworkable as a piece of legislation that
has been found to be unconstitutional.  Last year, the Government had another chance with its legislation, the Native Title
(State Provisions) Bill.  That was amended by the upper House, and the Government could have accepted those amendments. 
The amended legislation might have survived commonwealth consideration, but the Government decided it could not accept
those amendments.  Yet another purported solution to native title was found to be unworkable because the Government
would not agree to accept the amendments endorsed by the upper House.  Once again, the Government is saying that it has
the solution to native title.

I think people are starting to understand that this Government's solutions to so-called native title problems must be treated
with a great deal of scepticism.  This Government is treating this legislation in a fairly low key way, and understandably so. 
It will pass through this State Parliament, but it will not go anywhere.  The Government knows this legislation has little
chance of being accepted by the Senate for two reasons:  First, there is a flaw in the drafting of the commonwealth Native
Title Act, which means the Senate gets only one chance to disallow state legislation.  Once the legislation has been
disallowed, the State is in a position to amend it and the Senate has no further chance of disallowance.  That is an immediate
barrier in the way of the Senate approving this legislation.  The second reason is that this legislation is not consistent with
the spirit of the commonwealth Native Title Act.  It is too harsh on indigenous interests and, consequently, will be rejected
by the Senate for that reason.  I have more to say on this amendment, and I will take later speaking opportunities to do that.

Ms ANWYL:  I would like to hear more from the member of Belmont on this issue.

Mr RIPPER:  There is a way in which the State Government could, and should, proceed on native title.  The Western
Australian Aboriginal native title working party had a public launch of a proposal for a framework agreement to cover native
title issues in this State.  I was very disappointed to see the Premier respond to that public launch in a most offhand manner. 
The State Government should produce a formal response to the formal proposal from the Western Australian native title
working party.  Why has the State Government not produced a document in response to that provided by the native title
working party, or a round of meetings between the State Government and that working party to discuss the issues raised in
that proposal?  Lots of these matters could have been resolved had the State Government been prepared to enter into genuine
negotiations with people representing the indigenous side of this debate.

Much of the difficulty surrounding native title could have been resolved had the State Government been prepared to resource
its responsibilities on this issue.  If it is to be treated as a problem, there are ways through it, provided that the State
Government is prepared to show genuine goodwill, to give up its penchant to exploit the issue politically, and to sit down
and do the hard work of negotiating with developers on one hand and indigenous interests on the other.  As I say, no formal
response has come forward to the proposal of the native title working party.  With regard to the developers, I was amazed
to find that the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia got its copy of the legislation from the State
Parliamentary Labor Party.

The chamber had not seen the legislation prior to a copy being provided to it by the Opposition, which indicates that very
little consultation occurred with that side of the issue as well.  The State Government has a number of charges against it on
native title.  It purports to have the solution, but its claims are found wanting and will again come to nothing. 

The Government will not provide what is needed to produce a solution which is equitable for and acceptable to all Western
Australians.  The Government will not discuss the issues with representatives of Aboriginal people, and it will not properly
resource its responsibilities.  The Government will not make a genuine effort to make the existing legislation work.  I know
that the member for Kalgoorlie is concerned that insufficient effort is being made, and will be made, by this Government
to overcome the backlog of mining titles registrations.  The Government could have provided assistance to overcome that
backlog by employing sufficient people in the Department of Minerals and Energy to handle its negotiating responsibilities
on these matters.  It is disappointing that even with the new legislation, and this purported solution to native title issues, no
vigorous efforts will be made to overcome the backlog in issuing mineral titles.  If the Government were dinkum in its
protests about these matters, and if it really cared about more than making political capital out of so-called native title
problems, it would properly resource its responsibilities under the existing legislation.  Also, if it genuinely wanted to solve
these problems, the Government would do more than propose to phase in over two years attempts to overcome the backlog
the issuing of mining titles. 

Ms ANWYL:  I confess that I am somewhat pleased that this legislation will be dealt with by Parliament before the end of
1999 as this measure has been long in the making.  The Premier always claims that he wants to be allowed to have a go on
this matter, but the difficulty with that comment is that no-one in the wider community much believes the Premier on this
issue.  The Premier's performance to date has been woeful. 

Much is happening in a constructive fashion in many areas of Western Australia.  However, the Government is playing one
region against another.  The Government is prepared to resource and facilitate agreements in some areas, yet in areas for
which I am the local member - namely, Kalgoorlie-Boulder and the north-eastern goldfields - the Government is doing the
opposite:  It is going down a litigious path in the registration and re-registration of existing claimants which followed the
last Wik amendments.  The Government has taken a particularly nasty and litigious approach to many good efforts made
by the Goldfields Land Council and claimants themselves.  No-one is more tired of the Premier's rhetoric than Aboriginal
people.  It may take a long time - possibly three, four or more years, although it may occur before the next state election -
but people at large will eventually be completely awake to the Premier.
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This legislation will not get to the Senate before July, and it probably will not pass the Senate.  The Australian Democrats
have made their position clear, and the Australian Labor Party's position is transparently clear.  The Premier will find
increased levels of frustration as he has not got his legislation right.  The Premier did a deal with Hon Mark Nevill which
is somehow presented as Hon Mark Nevill's intellectual property.  The bulk of that intellectual property belongs to the Labor
Party; it did the work.  The Government was prepared to accept in this place the insertion of the words "in good faith" not
so long ago - on 25 November.  When we had this argument a year ago in December 1998, we heard catcalls from the mining
industry and from the Government on how unworkable the insertion of those words would be.  What do we now have?  The
Government has significantly amended the Native Title (State Provisions) Bill over a period of almost one year.  A
significant number of Labor amendments have been accepted.  However, to save face, the Government has done that by
using the amendments of Hon Mark Nevill, with his claiming that they were initiated by him.

The Government's track record in this matter is appalling.  If the Premier would come out to the goldfields to talk to some
people there, rather than just open up businesses of the local Liberal Party branch president, he would find that people are
aghast at the litigious approach the Government is taking in the goldfields.  People are aware that there are three choices;
that is, litigation, legislation and negotiation.  There are no other choices.  It may be that some people in this country still
hope that through some form of genocide Aboriginal people can be eliminated.  That will never happen, and I am sure that
is not the Premier's intention.  Therefore, that option is out.

Three choices are available to us, and the best of those must be negotiation.  The Government is allowing negotiations to
occur in some parts of Western Australia and indeed is facilitating that.  I refer particularly to the negotiations being
undertaken in the Gascoyne area through the Yamatji Land and Sea Council with the Badimia agreements.  I also refer to
other specific agreements which people are attempting to reach in the north-eastern region and which are being actively
sabotaged by the Premier's Government and his office.  It is commonly remarked to me by people who are working in the
Department of Minerals and Energy and other associated people that the right hand of the Court Government does not appear
to know what the left hand is doing, because the Premier's political office is undermining efforts to move forward on this
matter, much to the frustration of people employed in the field who are trying to facilitate these matters and resolve cultural
issues.  I will seek to say more later.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, I will make a ruling.  This is not a second reading debate.  Although I allowed general
comments during the first speeches from each of the members, we will now deal with the proposed paragraph in amendment
No 1.

Mr RIPPER:  Mr Deputy Speaker, I will turn now to the specifics of amendment No 1, as per your advice to the House,
although I add that we did have an informal understanding with the Government that we would make some general remarks
on the first amendment in return for efficient processing of the remainder of the amendments.

Mr Court:  I will not interject.

Mr RIPPER:  We can, if we wish, return to less efficient processing of the matters before the House.

Amendment No 1 relates to the types of land that will be considered by the alternative regime for consultation or by the right-
to-negotiate regime.  When the legislation was first before the House - indeed, on every occasion when the legislation has
been before the House - Labor has argued that all current vacant crown land should be dealt with under the right-to-negotiate
procedures.  We have argued that when there is no interest in the land, other than the interest of the Crown and the potential
interest of native title parties, the right-to-negotiate procedure should govern the consideration of future acts on that land.

The Government has tried to present a different argument.  It has argued that whenever there has been any tenure on the land,
even if that tenure has long since expired and even if it was never taken up in any practical sense, the right to negotiate
should not apply to future acts on that land and, instead, the land should be considered under the inferior consultation regime. 
The Government held to that position until it did a deal with Hon Mark Nevill in the other place.  The amendment before
us was moved by Hon Mark Nevill and supported by the Government in the other place, and is a pale shadow of the original
Labor amendment.  Labor will not oppose this amendment in the Legislative Assembly, because it is a marginal advance
on the position in the original legislation.  However, it is only a marginal improvement.  The amendment provides that where
a pastoral lease is granted, but does not continue in force for more than two years, and the land has no other tenure on it than
as current vacant crown land, that land can be considered under the right-to-negotiate procedures rather than the consultation
procedures.  A tiny part of the land that is current vacant crown land, but which was once covered by an expired tenure, will
now be treated in the same way as other vacant crown land and will be included in that land which is subject to the right-to-
negotiate procedures.  A lot of land that looks like current vacant crown land, and which has no other interest on it other than
the Crown and the potential interest of native title parties, but which once might have been covered by a pastoral lease for
three years or by some other tenure that expired - perhaps in 1923 - will now be relegated to the consultation regime.  The
two aspects to this argument are that, first, it is unjust to apply the consultation regime to land that is essentially vacant crown
land; and, secondly, the Government's approach, even modified by Hon Mark Nevill's amendment, introduces an element
of unworkability into the regime of the legislation.  People will argue about whether the consultation regime or the right-to-
negotiate regime should apply to particular pieces of land.  The only way they will be able to resolve that argument is by
difficult and expensive historical research which will result in unproductive litigation. 

Ms ANWYL:  I would like hear more from the member for Belmont.

Mr RIPPER:  This is a matter of both rights and workability.  I need to expand a little on the argument that the current
position in the legislation, even modified with Hon Mark Nevill's amendment, will introduce an element of unworkability
into the native title regime.  Developers will seek to have land considered under the consultation regime and native title
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parties will prefer the land to be dealt with under the right-to-negotiate regime.  To determine whether a piece of current
vacant crown land should be dealt with under the right-to-negotiate regime or under the consultation regime will require an
examination of the tenure history of that land.  If a developer can find there has been tenure on that land at some previous
stage in the State's history, the land will be dealt with under the consultation regime.  If native title parties can argue that the
tenure was a non-exclusive pastoral lease that did not continue in force for more than two years, it will be dealt with under
the right-to-negotiate regime. 

Both parties will delve into the dry and dusty pre-computerised records of the Department of Land Administration to
establish what tenure applied to this land and whether it was in force for more than two years.  People may disagree on the
results of that historical research.  As a result, court cases will be held about the tenure that applied to the apparently vacant
crown land and another layer of unproductive and expensive litigation will complicate native title matters.  Would it not be
much simpler to rely on the modern, current status of the land as determined by the computerised records of DOLA to decide
whether land should be in the right-to-negotiate or consultation procedures?  It would be much more workable, simpler and
less open to litigation.  It would also be much fairer to indigenous interests if all current vacant crown land were subject to
the right to negotiate.

If the Government were to accept Labor's proposal on this clause, the legislation would be that much more acceptable to the
Senate.  The Government says it wants a workable solution, yet it persists in adopting approaches to clauses in this
legislation that will doom the legislation in the Senate.  If the Government is genuine about committing itself to a state native
title regime that will work, it must be more accepting of the Opposition's amendments.  This is one of the key clauses.  The
Government is trying to constrict the right to negotiate as much as possible.  It thinks the right to negotiate is some sort of
generous gift unjustly bestowed on Aboriginal people by the previous Keating Labor Government.  The right to negotiate
must be understood as a compromise in itself.  

In this country we could have had a prolonged process of common law determination of native title claims and injunctions
that prevents development, ties up the courts for 50 years and costs hundreds of millions of dollars.  In order to allow
developments to proceed in the absence of that common law approach, Aboriginal people agreed to the right to negotiate. 
Therefore, the right to negotiate should not be constrained further by this Government; it should not be removed from any
land that is currently vacant crown land.  I reluctantly accept the amendment proposed by Hon Mark Nevill and endorsed
by the other place.  However, it is a pale shadow of what Labor originally proposed.

Mr COURT:  I thank members opposite for supporting the amendment.  The areas covered in this amendment are readily
identifiable in records held by DOLA.  The relevant areas do not involve conflicting interests.  No practical difficulties will
arise in identifying whether the land meets the criteria.

Regarding the comments of the member for Belmont about the right to negotiate, members opposite should not rework
history.

Mr Ripper:  I said it is a compromise.

Mr COURT:  It was a Labor Prime Minister who said that the right to negotiate was not attached to these pastoral lease
lands.  He said that those lands had extinguished native title.

Mr Kobelke:  He did not.

Mr COURT:  He did, and I will read out the quotes if the member wants me to.  He is on the record about half a dozen times
in relation to leasehold land.  The member should not try to rewrite the history books with regard to this matter.

Mr Ripper:  Read out the quotes!

Mr KOBELKE:  I want to comment on what the Premier has said.  I was following events carefully when Prime Minister
Keating was speaking on those issues, and I think the Premier is misleading the House about what Prime Minister Keating
said.  Mr Keating said it was his understanding that such rights had most probably been wiped out by various types of
leaseholds, but it was a matter that had to be determined by the courts.  The courts have determined and found that rights
still exist.  Therefore, the Premier, in saying that Keating said that his legislation, the Native Title Act, would wipe out those
rights and that he understood they had been wiped out, was not telling the truth.  He said it was his understanding that it was
likely to be the case, but that "likely to be the case" has been proved not to be true.  The quotes the Premier would seek to
use would be quite misleading if he said they support the statement that he just made, because that is not the truth.  

Mr COURT:  During the course of this debate, I will put those quotes on the record again.  I am having them sent in now.

Dr GALLOP:  Many issues are raised by the amendments made by the Legislative Council, and the Opposition, as members
know, moved a range of its own amendments, which we believe would have made this legislation acceptable in terms of the
criteria that we set.  The criteria that we set were approved by the Federal Parliament.  If the proper institutionalisation, if
I can use that expression, of what native title means as a property right in our community is not achieved, we believe the
legislation will not provide a stable framework within which this matter can be considered.  

The other aspect of the issue is the approach that we adopt to this question.  The Government has put all of its eggs into what
we call the legislation basket.  It believes that within our community the only solution to what it calls the native title problem
is to weaken the native title right and establish a state regime which will ensure that that weakened native title right is dealt
with in the community.  However, there is another way to forward this issue.  That way  was first indicated to the Parliament
by the Legislative Council all-party committee in 1997,  which suggested that an agreement-style approach be adopted to
this issue with the State of Western Australia.  We now find that not only has the upper House of Parliament in its all-party
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committee report adopted this approach but also only last week the indigenous community in Western Australia initiated
an approach.  I refer to a document from the Aboriginal Western Australian Native Title Working Group entitled "Reaching
Agreement - A Better Approach to Native Title in Western Australia."  The forward is by Pat Dodson.  This document sends
out a signal to the Government.  That signal is, "Look, we have had lots of arguments about this issue; you have adopted
a particular point of view on it; let us start again with a new approach".  That new approach is for the State Government of
Western Australia and the representatives of indigenous Western Australians to come up with a framework agreement for
the State of Western Australia.  

It seems obvious to me that sections of the mining industry will start to embrace this approach because the negative approach
of the Western Australian Government has not produced any benefits from that industry's point of view.  I had hoped that
the State of Western Australia would start to be more positive about these signals from the indigenous community. 
Unfortunately, the Premier has chosen to reject this offer and to indicate that he is still hell-bent on what he calls a legislative
solution.  I say again to the Premier that if he continues to adopt this approach, he will fail on two grounds.

Firstly, the goodwill that is needed between indigenous people and the Government to solve these problems will not exist. 
Secondly, the legislation the Premier is attempting to impose will either not pass the federal parliamentary process or, if it
does, will be so flawed it will encourage litigation and dispute on the ground.  For those reasons, the Labor Party believes
that the Western Australian Native Title Working Group's signal that an agreement-style approach is the best way forward
should be embraced by the Government.  It should immediately establish procedures by which a framework agreement could
be put into place.  There is a clear difference of view on this issue between the Government and the Opposition.  The
Opposition has one simple message:  We want on-the-ground solutions that are based upon the assumption that there is a
thing called native title, that respect the property right called native title and that try to bring about agreements in the State
as a whole and in the regions and localities of the State.  With that philosophy and commitment, we believe that as a State
Government, the Labor Party can implement a massive solution to current state issues.  The approach the Government is
adopting will not bear fruit for anyone.

Mr COURT:  I was interested in the Leader of the Opposition's comments.  Is he implying that if the legislation goes through
this Parliament, the federal Labor Party will vote against its allowance in the Senate?

Dr Gallop:  My understanding is that following the preliminary reading, that is exactly what it will do.

Mr COURT:  Once again we will have the status quo.

Dr Gallop:  What did the Premier expect?  We have been saying that for two years!

Mr COURT:  The Leader of the Opposition says we do not need to worry about the legislation because there is a magical
solution.  Instead we should have regional agreements because a group of people recently had a conference and decided that
regional agreements are the way to resolve the issue.  Agreements might resolve the issue, but they must operate within a
workable legislative framework.  The Australian Labor Party will do this State a huge disservice if it once again stops,
through the Federal Parliament, Western Australia having workable native title legislation in place.  The Leader of the
Opposition has said nothing new.  There were many grand statements about how it would work out if there were regional
agreements.  However, those statements lacked reality and practicality.  At the end of the day, there is no option but to
operate within a workable legislative framework.  The member for Kalgoorlie spoke about the situation in Kalgoorlie; there
is no better example of intra-Aboriginal disputes.  The member knows how hard it has been to get a specific group of people
to agree.

Ms Anwyl:  They were moving forward and the Government sabotaged it.

Mr COURT:  No, the Government is not sabotaging the process.  

Ms Anwyl:  The Government has lodged appeal after appeal.  Negotiations were under way.

Mr COURT:  The reality is that no-one knows whether native title exists.  No-one knows who the native title parties are. 
The only way there will be a resolution in Kalgoorlie - and the member knows this - is if a court makes a decision.  The
Leader of the Opposition cannot walk into this Parliament and say regional agreements are the solution to native title.  He
is not living in the real world.  He knows Aboriginal people are no different from other people; they have their own interests
in different areas.  However, it is all very well for the Leader of the Opposition to group them into a regional area.  We are
able to develop a specific agreement only when there is no question about who holds native title.  The Spinifex Agreement
is a classic example of an agreement that can be negotiated because there is no dispute.  However, the Leader of the
Opposition is living in cloud cuckoo land if he believes we can have regional agreements without a workable legislative
framework.  If the Labor Party in the Senate once again blocks Western Australia's attempts to try to get a workable
framework in place, it will come back onto the Leader of the Opposition's head, not his federal colleagues'.

Dr GALLOP:  This clause was inserted in the Bill by the Legislative Council.  One of the problems with this native title Bill
is that in its construction, the Government chose to speak to only some people.  One of the important lessons for any
Government as we approach the twenty-first century is that it will never achieve acceptable legislation if it does not
undertake the broadest consultation in the community.  We live in a world that is literally light years away from the world
of the 1960s.  According to the Premier, the world of the 1960s was a simple and straightforward world in which everyone
was settled in their place, everyone knew what their rights and responsibilities were, and a certain group of people could
determine all the outcomes.  The world of today is much more complicated.  It has now been established in law in Western
Australia that native title exists.  The community is now more sophisticated and understands that it has a role to play in all
of the issues that affect it.  Constant technological change is occurring that means that what happens in Australia is viewed
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and commented upon in every part of the world.  Globalisation works in two ways.  It benchmarks Western Australia in
terms of not only economic forces but also values and human rights, some of which have now been incorporated through
federal agreements with the United Nations.  Therefore, we can no longer continue to think that Western Australia can work
as it worked in the 1960s; and if the Premier thinks it can work in that way, he will make a big mistake and will spend a lot
of taxpayers' money and waste a lot of time and resources in trying to get a result that he will never get.  

The Opposition has said that rather than just pay lip-service to the concept of native title in rhetoric and do nothing about
it in reality, let us absorb all these complexities, take on board what native title means and try to make this complicated world
work.  The first thing we need to do is consult with everyone to make sure that the words in the legislation are acceptable. 
It may be that at the end of that consultation, we will not reach overall agreement, but we will know exactly what each clause
of the Bill means with regard to the interests of all of the players in this world of modern politics.  The first serious weakness
in this legislation is its failure to incorporate indigenous people in the process.  Through this amendment, the Legislative
Council has, in a small way, added to the Premier's Bill.  However, as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has pointed out,
the amendments proposed by the Opposition in this area would have done in a more principled way what this amendment
is trying to do; that is, ensure that the right to negotiate applies in all those areas where for all intents and purposes it is what
we would call crown land without any historic interests on it.  

The fact that the Government did not consult with indigenous people means that we have a half-hearted amendment that the
Premier and the people who drafted the amendment think will be a sop to the indigenous community that will buy them off. 
I find it staggering that people can be so naive as to think that amendments like this will encourage Aboriginal people to
believe this is good legislation.  More importantly, because this amendment only goes halfway, it will lead to all sorts of
practical problems that our amendment would have prevented.  That is, we will now have this thing that everyone
understands to be crown land, but it will have different interests on it that will mean that were this legislation ever to become
acceptable to the Federal Parliament, in some cases there would be a consultation process and in other cases there would
be a negotiation process, all regarding what would seem to me to be a similar piece of land.  Therefore, for practical reasons
and also for principled reasons, we believe that this amendment is half-hearted and that if the Government had negotiated
with the broad community and not just with one section of the community, we might have had a better result.  

Mr COURT:  I want to take a constructive approach.  I appreciate what the Leader of the Opposition is saying, but this issue
occurred also with the other native title Bill.  The Leader of the Opposition made a similar speech to that made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition.  

Dr Gallop:  That is right.

Mr COURT:  If they had been in the Chamber at the same time, perhaps we would not have heard the same speeches; they
must have attended a joint briefing.  The arguments put forward today by the Leader of the Opposition have been covered
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition.  They were powerful arguments made once but they are not twice as powerful when
made twice.

Ms ANWYL:  I have some questions to ask the Premier about amendment No 1.  The significance of this paragraph is
whether a piece of land comes under the provisions for the right to negotiate or the right to consult.  Given that "negotiation"
and "consultation" do not have clear legal meanings, can the Premier tell me what that difference will mean to the amount
of land involved?  What percentage of land in Western Australia are we talking about, given the Premier's earlier rhetoric
about not wishing to extend the operation of the right-to-negotiate provision?  What is the rationale behind the Government's
accepting this amendment and what will be its practical implications?

I also add to the comments of the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Opposition and express my dismay at the dismissive way
in which the Premier dealt with the proposal in the paper launched earlier this week by the Western Australian Native Title
Working Group.  I bring to the Premier's attention a letter and submission of proposals sent to Mr Conran of the Ministry
of the Premier and Cabinet by the Goldfields Land Council dated 13 October 1999.  Can the Premier advise what is the
Government's intention on that proposal?  This clause is all about negotiation versus consultation.  If the State Government
is not prepared to resource the representative bodies - I agree that the primary source of funding for the resourcing of those
representative bodies should be the Commonwealth - the State Government should spend some of the money currently being
spent on litigation to resource more difficult areas, such as the goldfields, which the Premier agrees is one of the most
difficult in terms of overlapping players.

Mr COURT:  I have not dismissed any launches that have taken place.  I commented on the proposals put forward for a
regional agreement structure.  As I said, let us get practical; let us get real.  We can dress up things however we like, but the
member for Kalgoorlie knows only too well that we must have a workable legislative framework, otherwise we cannot get
agreements in place.  The leases of the areas covered total 46 790 square kilometres, which represents 1.9 per cent of the
State and 5 per cent of the current pastoral leasehold of the State.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Mr COURT:  I move -

That amendments Nos 2, 3 and 4 made by the Council be agreed to.

Mr RIPPER:  Amendment No 2 relates to information which must be given out by the developer proposing to undertake a
future act.  This amendment again is reflective of a Labor amendment but does not go the whole way.  We will not oppose
this amendment but, as with a lot of the other amendments we are being asked to accept today, we will point out how it falls
short.  In this case the amendment provides that public notice of the act must be given by advertisement in a newspaper
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circulating generally throughout the State.  Labor proposed in addition a mechanism which would have allowed the
information to be included in other, more specialist journals, in particular Aboriginal newspapers.  That part of the
amendment was not accepted by the upper House.  We have here therefore the bulk of the Labor amendment but not the full
proposal.  

Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to.  

Mr COURT:  I move - 

That amendment No 5 made by the Council be agreed to.

I will leave the Chamber and the Minister for Police will take over.  I apologise but I will shortly be attending the funeral
of Sir Ross Hutchinson.  

Mr RIPPER:  Amendment 5 proposes to insert a subclause which requires that the objector must give a copy of the objection
to any proponent in relation to the act.  This amendment is different from most of the others because most of the other
amendments accepted by the upper House are modifications, compromises or pale shadows of Labor proposals.  Therefore
we will accept those amendments, even if we are disappointed that they have not gone to the full extent of the original Labor
proposal.  However, this amendment is different because it is not reflective of any Labor proposal.  I am not sure of its
origins but I have reservations about it.  It seems to place on objectors more requirements than would be justifiable.  It should
be the government party which gives a copy of the objection to any proponent in relation to the act.  I do not think this
obligation should be placed on an objector.  It will impose an unnecessary administrative burden on native title parties.  I
am also concerned that the failure to meet this requirement might have an adverse effect on the objector's rights.  Can the
Government give us an explanation of what is intended by this and, in particular, can it deal with the argument that it imposes
an unnecessary burden on an objector and that it might in some way prejudice an objector's rights?

Mr PRINCE:  In all other legal proceedings, if a person is a party to them, whether by objection or whatever the case may
be, that person must give a copy of his or her objection to all other parties.  It is not unusual in the sense of a legal system. 
However, this helps consultation start earlier, because the objector sends a copy of his or her objection to a proponent or
proponents, and then consultation can start as soon as possible; in other words, the parties do not need to wait until after the
objection period has closed, which sometimes can be a long period, to start consulting.  They can start consulting straight
away.  In that sense, notice is received much faster and then people can start talking.  That is the object of the exercise.

Mr Ripper:  The Government party should do that, not the objector.

Mr PRINCE:  However, the Government may or may not be a proponent; it may have an interest while wearing some other
hat.  Obviously there can be proponents of private organisations.  We should let them and the objectors get together as
quickly as possible, rather than wait some specified period, which is what will occur at the moment.  This objection simply
gives the ability for people to talk earlier than would otherwise be the case.  The objectors are not wanting with regard to
wherewithal and infrastructure to deal with these issues.  In the main, the councils and others are well resourced to do that
sort of job.  I do not think there is a great problem of resource.  For the objector simply to send a copy of the objection to
the proponents is not onerous at all and is in the interests of all the parties.

Mr Ripper:  If an objector fails to do that, does that invalidate his objection or in any other way prejudice his rights?

Mr PRINCE:  No.  If an objection were not filed with the tribunal, there could be an invalidation in the sense that there
would be no objection on the record of the process.  If no objection is on the record of the process in the tribunal, there will
be problems of a procedural nature and the objector is then left in the hands of the tribunal's interpretation of the rules about
whether it will permit a late objection, etc.  All of that creates problems of delay and objectors not being allowed to be heard. 
If an objector has filed an objection, there will be no problem.  This is simply saying that the objection must be distributed
to the proponents.  There may be only one proponent or there could be a number of them.  I would not expect there to be
more than a handful of proponents at any one time in regard to any particular project.  However, this is simply saying, "Here
is notice of our objection."  Whether that is done by mail, facsimile or whatever the case may be, it is simply beginning the
process of communication and, hence, beginning the process of consultation.  That will help and it will speed up things. 

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Council's amendments Nos 6 and 7 agreed to.

Mr PRINCE:  I move - 

That amendments Nos 8 and 9 made by the Council be agreed to.

Mr RIPPER:  I thank the minister for his cooperation on those technical procedures.  These amendments relate to the criteria
which the Native Title Commission must,  and alternatively may, take into account when it considers a recommendation
following the failure of the consultation procedures to result in an agreement.

Section 39 of the commonwealth Native Title Act sets out a similar list of criteria which the National Native Title Tribunal
must take into account following the failure of right-to-negotiate procedures to result in an agreement.  When the legislation
went through the lower House, the Labor Party proposed to include a modified version of section 39 of the Native Title Act
in this legislation.  That modified version would have required the commission to take into account the effect of the Act on
the enjoyment by the objectors of their registered native title rights and interests, any area or site on the relevant land of
particular significance to the objectors in accordance with their traditions, and the economic or other significance of the Act
to Australia, the State, the area in which the relevant land is located, and Aboriginal peoples who live in that area.  It also
allows the commission to take into account the effects of the Act on a variety of other considerations.
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Again, these two amendments approved by the upper House are a modification of the original Labor proposal.  We will not
vote against this modification of the original Labor proposal.  We regard it as some advance on the original legislation
presented by the Government, if not the full advance that we sought when we moved our amendment.  This is a significant
issue.  Those matters which the commission takes into account when it makes a recommendation, and which it has discretion
to take into account, can have a reverse effect on the content of the matters discussed during the consultations between native
title parties and developers.  If the people taking part in these consultations know that if the consultations fail, the
commission will have to take into account certain matters, they may be encouraged to talk about those matters rather than
leave them to the commission.

We want the consultation procedures under this legislation to have real substance and content.  We are concerned that the
original approach of the Government was to imagine that there would be fairly minimal consultations about modifications
to the way in which the act was to be conducted, followed by a speedy commission recommendation or a decision of the
Minister for Mines or the Minister for Lands that would allow the act to proceed.

The Labor Party believes there should be genuine and substantial consultation between native title parties and developers
rather than the more minimal approach that the Government had in mind when it drafted the legislation.  Members on this
side stand by the original position put to the House.  We will not oppose the amendments because they are a step forward,
but not to the extent desired by the Labor Party. 

Mr PRINCE:  I am not sure that that requires a response.  Is the member agreeing to the amendments?  I listened carefully,
but I am not sure.

Mr Ripper:  I am reluctantly agreeing with the amendments passed in the other place. 

Mr PRINCE:  It does not put back the right to negotiate, which is what the Labor Party was trying to do. 

Mr Ripper:  The Labor Party was not trying to do that. 

Mr PRINCE:  It was. 

Mr Ripper:  We will have to agree to disagree.

Mr PRINCE:  The member is correct in stating that the Native Title Act does not provide any criteria for a consultation
regime.  Of course, the right to negotiate over pastoral leases was found to exist by the High Court in the Wik decision.  It
was obvious to anyone who followed the debate that that would be the decision.  The Federal Parliament's 10-point plan
removed that and the Labor Party is trying to put it back.  Here we have additional criteria relating to the enjoyment of
registered native title rights and interests.  Does the member agree with it? 

Mr Ripper:  I accept the amendment because I have the choice of either accepting it or rejecting it.  If I had a third choice -
to reintroduce the Labor Party's amendments - I would take that choice.  I do not have that choice and must either accept
or reject these amendments.  Therefore, I will accept them. 

Mr PRINCE:  There are some hard decisions in life. 

Mr RIPPER:  One of the aspects missing from this adaption of the Labor Party's proposal is a requirement for the
commission to consider the economic or other significance of the Act to Australia, the State, the area in which the relevant
land is located and Aboriginal peoples who live in the area.  Surely an allegedly pro-development Government would have
wanted to make it a requirement for the commission to consider the economic or other significance of the Act.  It is difficult
to work out why the Government has obstinately refused to accept the Labor Party's amendment.  I thought the Government
would support that aspect of the amendment. 

Mr Prince:  We are happy with the amendment as it is. 

Mr RIPPER:  The Government does not want the commission to be required to consider the Act's economic significance
to Australia.  I do not accept the minister's arguments on the right to negotiate. 

Mr Prince:  They were not arguments; they were flat statements.  I know your motives.

Mr RIPPER:  In that case, I do not accept his flat statements.  I do not propose to go into a lengthy philosophical debate
about the history and substance of the right-to-negotiate issue on the last sitting day before Christmas.

Mr Prince:  Merry Christmas! 

Mr RIPPER:  We have had that debate on previous occasions.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to.  

Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendments Nos 10 to 19 made by the Council be agreed to.

Mr RIPPER:  These amendments are similar in principle to amendments debated previously and there is, therefore, no need
for us to debate them again in detail.  Once again, by and large the House is accepting amendments which are modifications
of fuller and more substantial amendments proposed by the Labor Party.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to.
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Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendments Nos 20 to 22 made by the Council be agreed to.

Mr RIPPER:  These three amendments embody the same principles.  The question arises of what happens to a determination
by a minister to override a recommendation or determination of the Native Title Commission.  It has always been Labor's
view that if a minister overrides a decision of the commission, that is a political act and should be subject to a political check
and balance.  In our view, that political check and balance should be the possibility of disallowance by either House of
Parliament.

Mr Prince:  Would you not agree that that would be better expressed as an executive act and you are maintaining that that
should be able to be overridden by a legislative act?

Mr RIPPER:  That is another way of looking at it.

Mr Prince:  That is the accurate way of looking at it.  You are inferring that an overriding decision will be made for some
reasons not necessarily related to process and the proper interpretation of the law.  You are inferring that by using the word
"political" it has certain connotations.  I am putting to you that it is an act of the executive arm of government and you are
saying that that act in itself should be capable of being overridden by the legislative arm of government.

Mr RIPPER:  Yes, that may be a way of characterising it.  When I say that the decision is a political decision, I do not mean
it is a party political decision or the wrong decision because it is made by a politician.  It is a decision which is made because
of broader considerations.  There may be an urgent need for development in a particular part of the State.

Mr Prince:  There may be all kinds of reasons which are not covered by the law.

Mr RIPPER:  Some considerations which may be considered irrelevant in a judicial context must be taken into account by
a politician because a politician has responsibility for the welfare of the whole State.  Part of the argument depends on how
one sees the decisions of the commission.  The Opposition sees the commission as being a semi-judicial body.

Mr Prince:  I think the correct word is quasi-judicial.

Mr RIPPER:  Therefore, we have an executive act overriding a quasi-judicial act.  The Labor Party suggests that in those
circumstances there should be a political check and balance.  The minister can call it a legislative check and balance if he
likes, but in our view it is a political act in the broader and proper sense of the term and should be subject to a political check
and balance in the proper sense of that term.  The upper House did not accept the proposal put forward by the Labor Party,
and the Government has vigorously resisted it.  The very pale shadow of the original proposal is that the Parliament must
be advised of the minister's determination and the reasons for that determination.

Parliament can be informed of the reasons, and it should be, but it has no power to overturn the decision of the minister. 
I can see why the Government would take that approach.  I can also see some circumstances in which Labor might have
reconsidered whether there should be a disallowance by the Parliament.  It depends on the status and the independence of
the Native Title Commission.  If the commission were totally independent and had high status, there would be a political
cost in overriding one of its determinations.  In the public's opinion, that political cost might negate the need for a formal
provision for Parliament to disallow the minister's decision.  Alternatively, if we have what we believe the Government is
proposing - a weak commission with not much status or standing - there will not be much political cost involved in
overriding the commission's decisions.  We believe, therefore, there is a need for a formal disallowance mechanism.

Mr PRINCE:  The commission is appointed by the Governor, as has always been the case.  Under clause 6.4 the commission
will comprise a chief commissioner and a number of other members, as may be considered necessary.  I agree that it is
quasi-judicial, but not in the strict sense as is a court; it is a little like a tribunal.  To say that it is weak before it has been
constituted and started to meet is offensive and insulting -

Mr Ripper:  To the Government?

Mr PRINCE:  No; to the body that has been created and the people who will be part of it.  Any body that makes judgments
and decisions is given authority, in part, by its structure and, in part, by the nature of the people who form it from time to
time.  One would like to think the individuals are far less important than the structure; however, as I get older, my
observation is that they are equally important, unfortunately.  If eminent people are involved in it who make decisions from
time to time that either proponents or objectors do not agree with, so be it.  If we wind up with a situation in which people
agree with only the decisions that come down on their side - irrespective of which side is being taken - and they say that it
is a dreadful body because it makes decisions that they do not agree with, that is not just political but partisan, and it is
ridiculous.  I do not mean that in a political partisan sense.  That is simply saying that, from a biased point of view, the only
good decisions are those with which they agree.  That is plainly illogical, silly and stupid, and denies any vestige of authority
to any process of judgment, whether it be by a commission, tribunal or court.  We must be prepared to accept that the process
will produce a result, whether we like it or not, and it should be adhered to.

When and if the determination of the commission, as the member put it eloquently - in the broader view of executive
government of the day, rather than the narrow view - is not the best thing because of the obligation of the totality of the State,
the minister should have the ability to overrule.  That executive government process has always existed.  I am not talking
about native title; in a general sense within our history and background, that has always been capable of being done.  The
accountability process is to lay the matter on the Table of the House.  It will get total publicity and the probability of debate
in this place or the other House, on the same level as this one, and we wind will up, I hope, with some informed discussion.
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All that should be required is that a determination be laid before Parliament.  The member's suggestion is inconsistent with
the Native Title Act, which contains no provision which even comes close to his suggestion.  In large part, the Opposition's
proposal is unprecedented and unacceptable in many respects.  Some overriding decisions probably will be made from time
to time, and they will be given publicity and be capable of debate, as should be the case.  The entirely wrong attitude would
be to say, "It is a good body if I agree with it, and a weak and not good body if I don't agree with it."

Mr RIPPER:  I hope, in the remote chance that this legislation survives the possibility of disallowance at the commonwealth
level, that the state Native Title Commission will be a strong body and will achieve a reputation for independence and rigour. 

Mr Prince:  Do you want a job on it?

Mr RIPPER:  No.  I prefer my job as member for Belmont at the moment. 

Mr Prince:  I was thinking of the far-distant future. 

Mr RIPPER:  If I were to seek any addition to my current job, I would like it to involve my sitting on the other side of the
Chamber. 

Mr Prince:  You are one of the few people opposite with a good working understanding of the subject. 

Mr RIPPER:  I thank the minister for his comment.

Mr Prince:  I hope it doesn't muck up your pre-selection! 

Mr RIPPER:  Nice try, but I already have preselection.

Mr Prince:  It occurred to me after I said it that I might have done you a disservice. 

Mr RIPPER:  I hope the commission, if the legislation survives, will be strong and independent and that the commission's
decisions will be respected by all, including the Government.  The Labor Party moved an amendment to provide for
parliamentary disallowance of ministerial overrides of commission decisions because it feared that the commission would
not be respected by the Government; that it would be a weak body; and that it would be dealt with dismissively by the
Government and many ministerial overrides would occur.  In such circumstances, the ALP thought another check and
balance should be in place. 

Mr Prince:  I sincerely believe that is highly unlikely.  If one had proponent objection, and the system produced a
determination, how many times is it conceivable that the determination would be overridden in the broader state interest? 
I suggest it would happen occasionally, but rarely. 

Mr RIPPER:  Let us hope that if the legislation survives the disallowance hurdles in front of it, the minister is correct and
not many government overrides of commission decisions occur.  The Labor Party formed a view about the Government's
intention for the commission and how it would work, and decided that an additional check and balance was needed.  The
Legislative Council disagreed and produced a weak accountability mechanism. 

Mr Prince:  That is not accountability; it is ruling from elsewhere. 

Mr RIPPER:  It is a little better than the Government's original legislation.  We will not vote against the amendment, but
I place on record our continuing support of the ALP's original proposal.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to. 

Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendment No 23 made by the Council be agreed to.

Mr RIPPER:  On the face of it, there does not seem to be any problem with this amendment.  It enables the parties to agree
on compensation.  Anything that promotes agreement rather than litigation in the area of native title has the support of the
Opposition.  Perhaps the minister will give us an explanation of the precise reason for this amendment.  It does not seem
to relate to the original schedule of amendments put forward by the Labor Party.

Mr PRINCE:  The situation is a bit like the giving of notice of objection.  The objectors give notice to all the proponents. 
They can get on with their consultation and come up with an agreement.  They can agree on compensation, and they can do
that before a determination is made by the commission.  Therefore, this provision, in a sense, relates back and simply says
that parties can make agreements about compensation before the commission makes a determination.  It speeds the exercise
and encourages people to sit down and sort out their problems.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendments Nos 24, 25 and 26 made by the Council  be agreed to.

These amendments all arise as a result of some drafting matters that were picked up between this place and the other House. 
They resulted from advice from parliamentary counsel that the amendments were desirable to maintain consistency.  The
first amendment ensures that the restrictions on compensation for subsurface rights do not apply to native title rights and
interests.  The second amendment is a technical change to the format of the amendment.  The third amendment amends
section 206 to place a limitation on compensation if an act could have been done under another Act.  That amendment
ensures that any limitation will not apply to native title rights and interests which are acquired.
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Mr RIPPER:  I have no quarrel with these amendments.  However, I have a quarrel with the way in which the Government
is approaching another schedule; that is, the schedule which relates to transitional provisions.  We have heard enormous
amounts of propaganda from the Government about the backlog in the issuing of minerals titles.  The Opposition accepts
that there is a problem with the issuing of minerals titles and that there is a large backlog.  My understanding is that as at
June this year, more than 1 000 minerals titles applications were regarded by the proponents as priority applications, and
the Department of Minerals and Energy was dealing with only 245 of those 1 000 minerals titles applications as priority
applications.  Therefore, Department of Minerals and Energy case managers were able to handle the negotiations for only
245 of the 1 000 or more priority issues.  Beyond the 1 000 priority issues, many other minerals titles which had not been
identified as priority applications were still there in the back of - 

Mr Prince:  As many as 3 000 to 4 000 are in the system and another 12 500 have yet to get there.

Mr RIPPER:  The Government says this is a real problem, and the Opposition accepts that. The Government says this
legislation is necessary to deal with this problem.  On looking at the transitional arrangements, one finds provisions for
regulations for the orderly processing of the backlog.  When talking to the Government's advisers, one discovers that rather
than making a vigorous attack on this minerals titles backlog, the Government will take two years to deal with it.  Not only
will it take two years to deal with the minerals titles issuing backlog, but also it will set caps on processing regional minerals
titles.  Therefore, in some regions beyond a certain cap, people will not be able to have a minerals title processed because
the Government has decided that the maximum cap for that region has been reached.

Mr Prince:  If we do not take the time to do it, the people whom the Labor Party represent will complain vociferously that
it is being done too fast.  We cannot deal with 12 500 claims in a hurry; if we do, we will have problems.

Mr RIPPER:  I am disappointed.  The Government says its legislation is a way to deal with this problem.  It has made much
political capital out of the problem, and it has blamed the problem on the alleged unworkability of the federal legislation. 
The blame should lie with the State Government for its failure to resource its own responsibilities in these matters.  The
Government has come up with its own legislation, in which it proposes to deal with the matter all too slowly.  These
transition provisions will be a real disappointment to the mining industry, because the Government is not attacking the
problem as it led people to believe it would.  Alternatively, it might be argued that the Government does not really believe
that it is a problem of the substance that its propaganda would have us accept. 

Mr PRINCE:  I reject totally all of that.  It is a complete fabrication.   That is one of the most pathetic pieces of fiction the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition has come up with today.  The member knows as well as I do that over 1 000 claims are
an urgent priority, between 3 000 and 4 000 are in the system and are grinding slowly on, but goodness knows when they
will be dealt with, and well over 12 500 have not even got into the system.  We cannot deal with that quantum without either
doing it superficially and flicking through them all, which the Opposition would scream, rant, rave and yell about - to the
point where goodness knows how much more native forest would be destroyed to produce the paper to print it on - or we
do it properly.  To do it properly with that quantum will take a couple of years.  That is fair enough.  

I am reminded by my adviser that the Premier said that he would quote the Prime Minister on some of these matters.  The
Prime Minister stated -

. . . the Bill will not leave up in the air what implications this validation of past grants has for existing native title. 
It will make clear that for freehold, and for residential, pastoral and tourist leasehold grants, the validation
extinguishes any native title rights inconsistent with those grants.  For mining leases and lesser interests over land
such as licences and permits, the validation will not extinguish the native title.  But the Bill will confirm that any
native title is subject to the lease or licence for as long as it runs.  I emphasise that this is totally consistent with
existing practice in relation to mining leases over other private interests in land. 

Mr Ripper:  That is Prime Minister Keating who made those comments.

Mr PRINCE:  Yes, that is correct.  Prime Minister Keating was the author of the Native Title Act and of this misfortune,
mostly for the Aboriginal people but also for the rest of the State.  

The Opposition agrees with the scheduled amendments.  They were matters that the parliamentary counsel had largely
divined should be done. 

Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to. 

The Council acquainted accordingly.

PROSTITUTION BILL 1999

Returned

Bill returned from the Council with amendments.

Council's Amendments - Consideration in Detail

The amendments made by the Council were as follows -

No 1.

Clause 3, page 3, lines 4 to 10 - To delete the lines.
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No 2.

Clause 3, page 3, lines 4 to 10 - To substitute the following lines -

(c) a privately owned place that is unoccupied or is occupied by a person who is not the owner and
does not have the authority of the owner;

No 3.

Clause 3, page 3, lines 11 to 15 - To delete the lines.

No 4.

Clause 3, page 3, lines 16 to 19 - To delete the lines.

No 5.

Clause 5, page 4, line 4 - To insert after "in" the words "or in the view of". 

No 6.

Clause 6, page 5, line 7 - To insert after "in" the words "or in the view of". 

No 7.

Clause 8, page 6, line 21 to page 7, line 8 - To delete the clause.

No 8.

Clause 9, page 7, lines 9 to 21 - To delete the clause.

No 9.

Clause 10, page 7, line 27 - To insert after "involving" the words "the provision of".

No 10.

Clause 14, page 9, line 6 to page 10, line 6 - To delete the clause.

No 11.

Clause 17, page 10, line 21 to page 11, line 7 - To delete the clause.

No 12.

Clause 23, page 14, line 14 - To insert after "involving" the words "more than one prostitute in".

No 13.

Clause 25, page 15, line 18 to page 17, line 8 - To delete the clause.

No 14.

Clause 26, page 17, line 11 - To insert after "in" the words "or in the view of".

No 15.

Clause 27, page 17, line 16 to page 18, line 9 - To delete the clause.

No 16.

Clause 28, page 18, lines 10 to 23 - To delete the clause.

No 17.

Clause 29, page 18, line 24 to page 19, line 14 - To delete the clause.

No 18.

Clause 30, page 19, line 15 to page 20, line 27 - To delete the clause.

No 19.

Clause 31, page 20, line 28 to page 22, line 5 - To delete the clause.

No 20.

Clause 32, page 22, lines 6 to 23 - To delete the clause.

No 21.

Clause 38, page 27, lines 6 to 10 - To delete the clause.

No 22.

Clause 39, page 28, line 4 - To insert after "offence" the words "under this Act".
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No 23.

Clause 55, page 37, lines 5 to 24 - To delete the clause.

No 24.

Clause 57, page 38, lines 4 to 8 - To delete the clause.

No 25.

Clause 59, page 39, lines 12 to 14 - To delete the lines.

No 26.

Clause 60, page 40, lines 13 to 16 — To delete the lines.

No 27.

Clause 64, page 43, line 18 to page 44, line 4 - To delete the lines.

No 28.

Clause 64, page 44, after line 4 - To insert the following new subclause -

(3) The regulations may exempt a place described in the regulations from being a place that is or is
in the view of a public place for the purposes of this Act or for any particular purpose.

No 29.

New clause 9, page 7, after line 8 - To insert the following new clause -

9. Prophylactic to be used

It is an offence for a person to engage in an act of prostitution without using a prophylactic that
is appropriate for preventing the transmission of bodily fluid from one person to another.

Penalty:  $5 000.

No 30.

Schedule 2, page 47, line 1 - In the table beginning on that line, in the items relating to sections 5 and 6 , to insert
before the words "public place" in each item the words "or in view of".

Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendments Nos 1 and 2 made by the Council be agreed to.

Much debate in the Legislative Council followed the passing of this Bill by this House.  It is unfortunate that the Council
saw fit to delete parts of some clauses and delete some clauses entirely - mostly those covering police powers.  Some other
aspects concerning sexually transmitted diseases were also deleted with which the Government disagrees.  The Government
wishes to reinstate the aspects of the Bill that have been removed, although not worded exactly the same as those that have
been deleted.  The Government agrees with some amendments and will move further amendments to some clauses due to
negotiations and agreement with people in the other place.  I will also move to disagree with some of the amendments passed
by the Council. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  The Opposition is pleased to be dealing with this Bill before Christmas.  For some time we have been
anxious to give some respite to residents in North Perth and East Perth who have borne the brunt of street prostitution in their
locations.  It is an intolerable problem for them.  People living in other suburbs and elsewhere in Western Australia may not
be as cognisant as they should be of the problems arising from street prostitution because it does not occur outside their
homes.  As I have said outside this House, if street prostitution occurred outside the Premier's home or the homes of other
members of Parliament they may have acted a little faster on this legislation.

For years we have seen delays in introducing prostitution legislation that will achieve some control and regulation of the
prostitution industry.  We have seen a head-in-the-sand approach and a strategy of continual delay by the Government.

It is over two years since the previous Minister for Police, the member for Darling Range, said that he was about to introduce
legislation on prostitution.  The Opposition has been waiting for comprehensive legislation on prostitution for years and all
the while we were told it would be in the next session.  We finally thought it was going to be introduced when the member
for Darling Range issued a two page press release which stated why it would then happen and the consequences of not acting
on prostitution legislation.  He listed a number of things which included the fact that the containment policy was no longer
working and pointed out that the failure to address the issues would result in increased problems and more people working
in the industry.  All that has happened, and only recently this Government has said that it hoped to be able to introduce
comprehensive prostitution legislation in the near future.

This farcical situation came to a head some months ago when the minister said he could not give an undertaking that we
would see the legislation before the end of the year.  It has been my consistent view that the Government needed to issue,
at the very least, a draft of its comprehensive Prostitution Bill so that appropriate persons could see what was being
proposed, because I have continually said that it is a matter on which the Parliament should be able to take a bi-partisan
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approach.  It is not an issue on which we should be point scoring politically and because of that we were keen to see a draft
Bill so that we could comment on it so those involved in the industry - health professionals, the legal profession and a whole
range of affected people including those in local government and planning matters - could have a say on what was being
proposed.  Inevitably, when a comprehensive Bill dealing with something like prostitution is brought forward there must
be necessarily wide consultation and input from the community.  It became clear that there was no undertaking from the
Government to introduce the Bill before the end of the year or, alternatively, at least issue a Green Bill or draft of
government proposals on which we, people involved in the industry and all other affected persons, from residents to local
government, could comment.  We would then get agreement on where we are going with prostitution regulation and control. 

Given that a dire problem was occurring with street prostitution in Northbridge and East Perth, I introduced a private
member's Bill to deal with street prostitution and child prostitution.  

Mr Prince:  No you did not - it was just street prostitution.

Mrs ROBERTS:  Street prostitution and some issues of child prostitution.  There is no question that we managed to prod
the Government into some action on this matter because the Opposition came up with a private member's Bill.

Ms WARNOCK:  I would like to hear more from the member for Midland.  

Mrs ROBERTS:  In our last listed sitting week the Government, having been prodded into action, introduced this legislation
rather than a more comprehensive Bill.  There has been criticism of the ALP's handling of this Bill in the Legislative
Assembly.

Mr Prince:  Not of you.

Mrs ROBERTS:  I appreciate that.  We adopt a range of strategies to deal with various Bills.  Some Bills we oppose at length
in this place and some we support, but oppose at length certain clauses.  The circumstances relating to this Bill are different
from those that occurred with other legislation.  It was my strong belief that a dire problem existed that required urgent
legislation.  We were committed in principle to supporting this legislation and to expediting it so that some protection from
streetwalking could be offered to residents prior to the end of the year.  We also knew in dealing with the Bill in the
Legislative Assembly that there would be a break of at least one week before the Legislative Council considered it.  It was
clearly a quick and effective way of dealing with the Bill by sending it straight to the Legislative Council where appropriate
amendments could be moved.  Any successful amendments to this Bill require the support of either the Government or the
Greens (WA) and the Australian Democrats.  During the week when neither House sat I sent a copy of the proposed ALP
amendments to the minister with the hope that the Government would agree to them.  

During that week, a number of health professionals and other interested parties were able to raise concerns with the
Government, the Opposition and minor parties.  Many of the concerns raised in the Council had already been signalled by
members who spoke during the debate in the Legislative Assembly.  Those concerns, and many others that were raised
during the week's break, have been effectively addressed by the amendments in the other place.

Debate adjourned until a later stage, on motion by Mr Prince (Minister for Police).

[Continued on page 4237.]

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm

[Questions without notice taken.]

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE, UNANSWERED

MR RIEBELING (Burrup) [2.39 pm]:  Under Standing Order No 80, I have a question in relation to question 753 on the
Notice Paper.

The SPEAKER:  I indicate to members that I am advised by the staff that under our standing orders questions must be
answered within three months.  Many answers have come in today, but three questions remain unanswered - questions 553,
571 and 579 - all of which have been asked by the member for Maylands; otherwise the answers are waiting for members. 
Therefore, there is no need to use that standing order.

DR EDWARDS (Maylands) [2.40 pm]:  Under that standing order, I ask the Minister for Police representing the Minister
for the Environment:  When can I expect to receive answers to those three questions?

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Police) [2.41 pm]:  The Minister for the Environment is out of the State at the moment. 
I am advised that those questions on notice have not been answered.  I have asked the reasons for that.  I am unable to answer
the member at this time, but I assure her that I will endeavour to ascertain why those questions have not been answered.

The SPEAKER:  Member for Burrup, a fourth question is on the next page, that being question 753 to the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation.

MR RIEBELING (Burrup) [2.42 pm]:  I ask:  Why has the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation
not answered question 753?

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville - Parliamentary Secretary) [2.43 pm]:  I take full responsibility for this question not being
answered.  To tell members the truth -

Dr Gallop:  I hope you do that all the time!
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Mr MARSHALL:  That is an Australian way of saying things.  Some members are making a mockery of the Parliament
because of the way they are dressed at the moment.

I advise the member for Burrup that the reason the question has not been answered is that it slipped through the file because
the Opposition's new shadow Minister for Sport and Recreation, the member for Rockingham, has been asking question after
question.  At one stage there were 28 questions.  I kept looking up all the answers, because he is such an embarrassment to
sport that I want him to learn all about it, and I therefore wanted to provide him with all the answers.  Because the member
for Rockingham had asked all those questions and the question asked by the member for Burrup was not under the member
for Rockingham's name, the question asked by the member for Burrup was missed.  However, I guarantee the member for
Burrup that if he needs an education in sport, I will provide him with that answer.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, DRESS RULES

Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  Members, it appears that I must deal with a problem because I am responsible for dress
in the House.  Several members have taken the opportunity to reflect the spirit of the Christmas season to which we are
headed.  I do not know whether I should blame the Leader of the House, who has made us come back so very close to
Christmas, or the media, which has spread stories of what happened in another Parliament and people have decided that it
is something that should be reflected here in the west.  However, with all the discretion that I have at my disposal and in view
of the Christmas spirit, I indicate to those who have transgressed the dress rules of the House that the suitable punishment
would be a donation to charity.  The member for Perth may care to interject and suggest an amount.

Ms Warnock:  Mr Speaker, if I may interject upon you - a most shocking thing to do in the House, even in Christmas week -
I undertake to collect a fine from all of my colleagues who have so transgressed.  I can suggest an amount, but it may shock
them all.  I do not want to frighten them before Christmas.

The SPEAKER:  Suggest it.

Ms Warnock:  I suggest a $50 fine.

The SPEAKER:  I record that those who have transgressed - the members for Geraldton, Midland, Nollamara, Girrawheen,
Perth, Thornlie, Peel and any others - should see the member for Perth who will collect the $50 and donate it to a charity. 
It was 1987 when we last had a visit from Santa, and that was because we sat too late. 

SELF-FUNDED RETIREES, LOSS OF FUNDS

Matter of Public Interest

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  Today I received a letter from the member for Fremantle seeking to debate as a matter
of public interest the following motion -

This House regrets the announcement by the Premier rejecting the need for a judicial inquiry into the operation of
the Ministry of Fair Trading and finance brokers in Western Australia.

The House calls upon the Government to provide adequate funding to ensure that the mainly elderly self funded
retirees who are losing their life savings through the operation of finance brokers and the Ministry are assisted in
recovering their funds.

Further the House calls for a comprehensive judicial inquiry into these matters.

If sufficient members agree to this motion, I will allow it.

[At least five members rose in their places.]

The SPEAKER:  The matter shall proceed on the usual basis, now detailed in the trial standing orders.

MR McGINTY (Fremantle) [2.45 pm]:  I move the motion.  

About four weeks ago this House was told details of a scam that had been brokered by finance broker, MFA Finance Pty
Ltd.  I will briefly recap on the facts of that matter.  Last year in 1998, the Peppermint Park Holiday Resort in Busselton was
purchased for $1.5m.  At the same time it was valued at $3.3m and a loan was raised through MFA Finance to the value of
$2.3m, secured by a first mortgage.  If the purchase price represented the true value of that property, only 60 per cent of the
funds invested are, in fact, secured by the first mortgage over the Peppermint Park holiday chalets.  As the Australian Labor
Party predicted then, Mr Greg Kennedy, the borrower, went bankrupt on his own petition just before the creditors' petition
was due to be dealt with on 6 December.  That meant that the personal guarantee given by borrower Mr Greg Kennedy has
now been rendered worthless.  

What a charlatan we have here.  It has since been brought to light that Mr Greg Kennedy transferred all of his assets into
his wife's name in July this year in anticipation of bankruptcy.  He is a charlatan, and a foolish one at that, because what he
has done can easily be traced back, and easily be undone.  He was trying to continue this fraud which has been perpetrated
on these people.  

At the same time he also resigned his company directorships, of which there were many, and company secretaryships.  This
is a man that MFA Finance said was a thoroughly worthwhile, solid, reliable citizen to invest with.  That was the first major
fraud or misrepresentation perpetrated by MFA Finance on the 37 mainly elderly investors. 
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In its prospectus of September last year, MFA Finance said that Mr Kennedy was a valued and reliable client.  The
prospectus said that Mr Kennedy was the owner or manager of the Vasse Hotel, the Dunsborough Resort Motel, the Margaret
River Hotel Motel and others.  It also said that he had gross assets of $12m, liabilities of $6m, and a net worth of $5.55m. 
What MFA did not say was that Mr Kennedy was facing bankruptcy.  It did not say that his major company, through which
he had completed most of his property acquisitions, was in liquidation.  It was liquidated in July 1998, three months before
MFA Finance wrote this glowing testimony of Mr Kennedy, and loans over the three investment tourist properties in the
south west to which they referred - the Vasse Hotel, the Dunsborough Resort Motel and the Margaret River Hotel Motel -
were all in default.  Ultimately, Mr Kennedy's default over the Dunsborough Resort Motel resulted in more than $1m of total
losses and led to his bankruptcy earlier this month. 

MFA Finance did not tell the investors that he had writs and judgments against him, nor that he was a thoroughly unreliable
investment, as has been proved to be the case 12 months later.  Members should not think for one minute that the law in
relation to fraud requires a direct falsehood to be made.  To tell half the story or to conceal relevant facts can also be fraud. 
In 1995 in the case of Krakowski, the High Court said the following two things about the nature of fraud -

. . .  concealment of a fact may cause the true representation of another fact to be misleading, and may thus become
a substantive misrepresentation . . . A true representation, coupled with concealment, thus became a positive
misrepresentation calculated to deceive.

Point of Order

Mr SHAVE:  I do not want to restrict the member from discussing whatever issue he may wish to discuss, but my
understanding is that this matter is being investigated by the police, and I caution him to be careful.

The SPEAKER:  Order!  It is not a point of order, because if the minister is referring to the issue being sub judice, under
the standing orders that relates to a matter before the courts, not the police.

Debate Resumed

Mr McGINTY:  The High Court then went on to say -

Fraud may consist as well in the suppression of what is true, as in the representation of what is false.  If a man,
professing to answer a question, selects those facts only which are likely to give a credit to the person of whom he
speaks, and keep back the rest, he is a more artful knave than he who tells a direct falsehood.

That is a most appropriate comment in this case.

The second major misrepresentation that occurred in that matter was in the valuation of the property.  It was valued at $3.3m
but purchased contemporaneously for only $1.5m.  In its prospectus of September 1998, MFA did not mention the purchase
price and more than implied that $3.3m was the purchase price.  When this was exposed in Parliament, Ken Court, the
director of MFA, explained the discrepancy first by saying it was on account of the property being upgraded.  That was a
demonstrably false assertion by the MFA director and was proved to be so.  When confronted with that incorrect assertion
he then said that the land had been rezoned from farming.  The only problem was that occurred in 1992, approximately six
years before this valuation was undertaken - again a falsehood.  Then the valuer said that he was asked to base a valuation
of the property on its being strata titled, not on its market value.  Failure to reveal the basis on which the valuation was done,
if it was done on that basis, constitutes misrepresentation and fraud.

These misrepresentations offend the criminal provisions of the Corporations Law of the Commonwealth of Australia.  These
pooled mortgages are managed investments, and, by definition, under section 92 of the Corporations Law are included in
securities.  The MFA letter of 15 September 1998 and first mortgage proposal are documents offering security and are
therefore a prospectus for the purpose of the Corporations Law.  The relevant criminal provision under commonwealth law
which has been breached in this case is section 996, which makes it an offence if a material statement in a prospectus is false
or misleading or there is a material omission from a prospectus.  The Opposition believes both of those breaches have
occurred in this case.

Section 999 makes it an offence to make a statement or to disseminate information that is false in a material particular or
materially misleading and is likely to induce other persons to subscribe for securities.  In my view, there has been a clear
breach of this criminal provision of the commonwealth Corporations Law.  

Section 1000 makes it an offence to fraudulently induce persons to deal in securities by dishonest concealment of material
facts.  In my view, that is what has occurred here.  

This is not just about MFA Finance.  We have seen the same modus operandi in far too many cases, and it is this modus
operandi that must be exposed and brought to an end.  The only way in which it can be exposed is by the Government calling
a comprehensive judicial enquiry into the operation of finance brokers regulated by the Ministry of Fair Trading, the
operation of valuers licensed by the Ministry of Fair Trading, and the role of the Ministry of Fair Trading in its negligent
handling of this matter.  The modus operandi in question is this:  There is an inflated valuation, which is sometimes two,
three or four times the market value of the property.  On the basis of that valuation, the borrower then borrows far more than
the property is worth.  False and misleading representations are then made by the finance broker as to the value of the
property and the creditworthiness of the borrower.  The loan then goes into default, there are massive losses for the investors,
and the money has been siphoned off elsewhere.  It is the same in just about every case.  

This is not just about MFA Finance.  I will now refer to another deal in Geraldton, one that has gone drastically bad and of
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which some details were revealed in yesterday's The West Australian.  It is referred to as the Elk Cove deal.  It is yet another
loan brokered by a finance broker, Blackburne and Dixon Pty Ltd, which is now in default.  Blackburne and Dixon brokered
a loan of $1m to Elk Cove Pty Ltd in October last year - a mere 12 months ago - secured against a Geraldton property valued
at $1.8m.  The first misrepresentation in this case was what the investors were not told about the value.  They were not told
that the property had been purchased for $380 000 in May 1998, just a few months earlier.  How is it that a few months later,
in October 1998, Blackburne and Dixon told investors that the land value of the property was $1.8m, four times the price
that had been paid for it a few months earlier?  That is a gross misrepresentation.  

The second misrepresentation of the same quality that we saw with MFA Finance was that the investors were told that the
two directors, Mr Laurie Ferris and Mr John Manton, had a net worth of $3.43m and $3.08m respectively.  This loan is now
in default, yet each of the two borrowers, the directors of the company, were millionaires several times over in their own
right.  Seven other finance-brokered and originating loans to Ferris and Manton worth nearly $9m are also in default.  A sum
of $9m of our senior citizens' funds are now in default.  Those people stand to suffer  a complete or a significant loss of that
$9m.  I am talking about elderly people who have put together a little nest egg in order to look after themselves in retirement
so that they will not be dependent upon the welfare system.  These are proud people of limited means who are not, by and
large, very affluent.  These people are being robbed blind in this State, day after day, by crooks of the nature that I have just
described.  

It is a disgrace that alleged multi-millionaires are in default on eight separate loans brokered through finance companies,
all of the same character as the Elk Cove deal that I have just described to the House.  It calls out for a full comprehensive
judicial inquiry, not only into the MFA Finance loan, the Grubb and Global loans, the Blackburne and Dixon loans and the
First Charter loans, but into the whole system.  It is rotten to the boots, and there will be, notwithstanding the protestations
by the Premier, a comprehensive judicial inquiry into this matter; it is just a question of when the Premier will be dragged
into being forced to do it, because these, circumstances are corrupt and they demand that this action be taken.  

Massive losses have now been inflicted on those elderly, self-funded retirees.  The nature of the victims who have been
preyed upon by these charlatans and crooks makes the matter so much worse.  The self-funded retirees were duped into
investing in these dubious projects.  It is the same scam, misrepresentation and fraud, and the Premier of this State says there
is no need to have an inquiry.  I urge the investors to use the provisions of the federal Corporations Law to recover their
money from the people who set out to rob them blind.  I draw their attention, and the attention of the Australian Securities
and Investments Commission and the other regulatory authorities, to section 601MB of the federal Corporations Law.  This
section renders voidable any contract arising out of prospectuses such as those I am talking about today.  That means the
directors of MFA Finance Pty Ltd could be required to refund the borrowed money to the investors, and the directors would
be left with the security they brokered.  In other words, the security is not worth the paper it is written on but the directors
of MFA Finance and the other finance broking companies could be left with that security to recover their own money, rather
than someone else's.  It would be a most fitting and just outcome if the investors chose to use the provisions of section
601MB of the Corporations Law.  The directors of companies such as MFA Finance would be left holding the baby, and
they would find their security is not worth what they said it was.

My final point is the funding of liquidators and supervisors.  The House would be aware of an article that appeared in The
Australian Financial Review of 10 December which stated - 

With community concern over the issue rising, the Government approved $750,000 funding in July for supervisors
to investigate Graeme Grubb and Global Finance.

Less than six months later that funding has been all but exhausted, although the investigations are nowhere near
finished.

"There are too many things still to be done for the ministry to pull the plug," Mr Conlan said.

We have not heard from the Minister for Fair Trading about increasing the funding, or how he proposes to represent the
interests of the investors.  Those investors have been in part reliant on his own department, the Ministry of Fair Trading,
through which the Government has stood behind these investments by licencing and supervising the valuers and finance
brokers.  The deals have the aura of the Government's imprimatur, its stamp of approval, all over them.  That obliges the
Government to do something to represent the interests of these people - something it has failed to do so far.  I am interested
in hearing today from the minister what he intends to do to provide the additional finance.  I urge the Government to provide
that additional finance to enable the investigation into Graeme Grubb and Global Finance to continue, to help those people
who have been left poorer and, in some cases, destitute.  

How many more corrupt dealings must we expose in this place?  If required, we will do it week after week until a judicial
inquiry is called.  How many more millions of dollars of retirees' funds must be lost?  How many more thousands of self-
funded - generally elderly - retirees must suffer the indignity and the damage to themselves through losing their money to
these charlatans while the Government sits on its hands and does nothing?  How many more times must these matters be
raised before we are granted what we demand?  It is a just demand; that is, a comprehensive judicial inquiry into this rotten
system.

MR SHAVE (Alfred Cove - Minister for Fair Trading) [3.03 pm]:  The wording of the motion refers firstly to the fact that
the Government has rejected a judicial inquiry.  That is correct and it is appropriate to talk about that briefly.  The member
for Fremantle spoke about the number of complaints that have been referred to the Government.  My figures indicate that
the member for Fremantle spoke about seven licensed finance brokers being involved in dubious activities.  

I make it clear that the Government is concerned for the welfare of those elderly people who have lost, or may lose, their
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money or a percentage of it; however, we must determine those figures before we stipulate the position.  I point out also that
in Western Australia there are 2 965 real estate agents, 9 468 real estate representatives, 605 settlement agents, 543 land
valuers and more than 400 finance brokers.  When the member for Fremantle talks about widespread misuse of a position
by a sector of the industry, he must equate that with the number of people involved in the industry, which provides a slightly
different picture.

The Government is committed to endeavouring to assist people who have had the misfortune of being involved in these
pooled mortgages.  I was interviewed yesterday by a journalist who had spoken to some people who had lost their money
with brokers who had arranged these agreements.  In a number of cases the answer given to that journalist was the same
answer that was given to me:  "I have been dealing with Mr or Mrs so-and-so for the past 15 years.  I have never had a
problem.  I always received my interest on time."  In the past several years, the circumstances and behaviour patterns of those
brokers appear to have changed.  I am not condoning that, nor do I support that in any way, but I make that point.

The second part of the member for Fremantle's matter of public interest calls on the Government to provide adequate funding
to ensure that many elderly, self-funded retirees are assisted in recovering their funds.  The member for Fremantle stated
that the legislation governing the behaviour of many of these directors is a federal issue.  I have raised that matter with Mr
Hockey, the federal Minister for Financial Services and Regulation.  The State Government has been prepared to provide
a significant amount of money to try to assist these people, but we have pointed out to the Federal Government that it also
should provide funding for liquidations.  Unfortunately, those representations have not resulted in funding being
forthcoming.  However, I have again written to the federal minister, and I spoke to him some time ago, urging him to assist
us with the costs involved, as I am aware this will be a complex and expensive matter.

I will refer to the changes in the federal laws relating to these managed schemes.  

Mr McGinty:  Are you saying that the original funding must come from the Federal Government or not at all?

Mr SHAVE:  I have expressed a view that, as it is federal legislation that governs appointed liquidators and some of the
offences relate to breaches of company law administered by the Australian Securities and Investment Commission, the
Federal Government also should consider providing funding.  I have not received a positive response to that view but I have
raised the issue with the Federal Government.

I return to the issue of the commonwealth law relating to these corporations.  In 1997, ASIC reviewed its policy on the
regulation of finance brokers as a result of problems that arose in the industry in New South Wales, South Australia and
Queensland. On 1 July 1998 a comprehensive new regulatory framework for the managed funds industry became law; that
is, chapter 5C of the Corporations Law.  This new regime will cover all finance brokers who manage pooled investments
in excess of $5m.  Those with less than $5m will be supervised by either an industry or government supervisory board.  The
new regime will impose tight regulation on brokers who manage pooled investment schemes and, among other things, will
require brokers to be licensed by the Australian Securities and Investments Commission, provide a net tangible asset on a
sliding scale between $50 000 and $5m, maintain professional indemnity insurance, issue a prospectus and have their
schemes registered.  ASIC has announced that it will be actively enforcing the Managed Investments Act from 17 December
of this year.  Although it is not assisting those people who have been put into this unfortunate position at this time, at least
ASIC has recognised that a problem exists and is moving to assist them with it.  I am very pleased about that.

The member for Fremantle has spoken about the existing funding.  It is true that the Government contributed in excess of
$750 000 to enable the appointment of supervisors.  It is true, as per the article in The Australian Financial Review, that
many of those funds have been used.  There are a number of problems.  We are being asked to provide funding in a couple
of court cases.  To be involved in those cases would involve a considerable amount of money.  Suggestions have been made
that in certain cases people have shifted money out of those funds and into their own personal assets and funding
arrangements.  Although I will not elaborate on the people who may have been involved in that activity, it is of particular
concern to me and everyone else in this Parliament when people deliberately defraud someone, particularly an elderly
person, who is relying on their being honest and acting with integrity.

Dr Gallop:  The trouble is that all the signals that you were sending out of complacency, complacency, complacency led all
those people to believe that they would get away with it.

Mr SHAVE:  The Leader of the Opposition should go through the Hansard.  He will find statements that I have made in
which I have suggested that people should be very careful when lending money and make sure that they get appropriate
valuations.  It is true that the issue of MFA Finance Pty Ltd to which the member for Fremantle alluded, has been referred
to the police.  It is also true that the same issue has been forwarded to the chairpersons of the Real Estate Agents Supervisory
Board, the Land Valuers Board and the Settlement Agents Board.  Those boards and their chairpersons - as one is a lady -
have been asked to look at those issues.  

Mr McGinty:  It has gone to ASIC as well.

Mr SHAVE:  Yes, I have been advised it has gone to ASIC, which I think is very appropriate.  

As far as continued funding goes, it is true, particularly with Mr Grubb, that the matters involved are complex.  I have been
advised by the liquidator-supervisor that there are many accounts and it is a difficult issue.  We have endeavoured to get
some time frames from the liquidator regarding the completion of his work, and we are obviously anxious to expedite that
on behalf of the people involved.  If, during those investigations, any evidence is provided to indicate fraud or that someone
has practised in an improper manner, we will continue to monitor that and will provide the information to the appropriate
authorities. 
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However, at the end of the day, the Labor Party is trying to say that, when a licensed valuer decides to commit a dishonest
act, the Government automatically is complicit and the ministry is involved in that dishonest act.  I totally reject that; I will
not accept it.  If the Labor Party can give me some proof of anyone in the Ministry of Fair Trading acting in an illegal or
improper manner, I will investigate that issue.  If I am not satisfied with the answers that are given, the appropriate action
will be taken, and that has happened with every complaint I have received.  Every complaint which has been made by either
the member for Fremantle or his predecessor in relation to the behaviour of one of my staff has been investigated.  To date,
I have received no advice from the department, the departmental heads or my ministerial staff that anyone in those
departments has acted in an improper manner.

Mr Carpenter:  Did you apply the same standard when I complained about a member of your staff?

Mr SHAVE:  When the member for Willagee complained, I asked the ministry to evaluate it and work it out.  That is the
fact.

Mr Carpenter:  That is not all you did.

Mr SHAVE:  No.  I do not operate like the member.  I was not involved in it.  Once it had been referred to the ministry, that
was the end of it.  I have no doubt that, in response to my comments, the Leader of the Opposition and perhaps one other
member will rant and rave about what the Government has and has not done.  It is a sad fact of life that for 50 years people
have loaned money on mortgages and sometimes they have lost their money.  On some occasions, improper conduct has
occurred when people have pumped up valuations - that was the comment made by the member for Fremantle - and people
have lost their money.  I hope the Commonwealth's new legislation and laws, which came into effect on 17 December,
address some of those issues.  It does not matter whether a person is a policeman, a valuer or a member of Parliament:  If
that person is a crook, he is a crook.  It is not always easy when someone gets a degree and becomes a lawyer and a member
of the Bar and the people who appointed him to that position find out that he has been ratting the trust account as he has gone
along, as lawyers do from time to time and for which they are put in jail.  If people have done valuations which are improper
or clearly wrong, and if the borrowers can take action under the federal laws and have redress against those people, they have
my full support.  The Government is concerned for the welfare of those people, as illustrated by the financial commitment
which it has already made in regard to Global Finance and Grubb Finance.  

Mr Kobelke:  So state licensing has nothing to do with it? 

Mr SHAVE:  State licensing is part of the system.  The member knows that those boards act independently of the
Government.  He knows that when his party was in government, it appointed the heads of some of those boards.  Some of
those people whom the members of the Opposition are now attacking were appointed by them.  No-one is without blame. 
Some of those people who were previously appointed by the Opposition, whom the members for Fremantle and Armadale
and others have publicly attacked and said should not be there, were appointed by them.  However, I do not hold the minister
of the day responsible for being a fortune teller and trying to work out in five years -

Mr Kobelke:  Why won't you address the issue? 

Mr SHAVE:  I am addressing the issue.

Mr Kobelke:  No, you are not; you are passing the buck at every turn.

Mr SHAVE:  I am addressing the issue and the member for Nollamara does not like to hear the truth.  The truth of the matter
is that sometimes people are appointed to certain positions and then they take actions which are not acceptable.  I am saying,
with the assurance of the Government, that if those people have substantial representation which can be confirmed and
properly substantiated, and if the ministry staff tell me that the recommendation is that it go to the board, we will send it to
the board. 

If there are four or five crooks out of every hundred, as there are in every occupation, I would like to see the appropriate
action taken against them.  That is the nuts and bolts of it.  What the Labor Party is trying to do is say that this Government
is responsible for the dishonest behaviour of certain people.  Members opposite do not like to hear it because they know it
is the truth.  Some of the heads of boards which they are now attacking are the people whom they put there.

DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Leader of the Opposition) [3.21 pm]:  We have just had yet another example of the
Government's approach to this issue.  It is unable to come to grips with this major crisis in our community - and it is a crisis. 
It is affecting many self-funded retirees, most of whom are elderly, who, from their point of view, have acted in good faith
and have been let down by the system.  The system - the people who took these proposals to them, the brokers, the people
to whom they leant money, the Ministry of Fair Trading and the Minister for Fair Trading - has let them down.

The Opposition's argument is simple.  The member for Armadale first raised these matters in Parliament, and she was
followed by the member for Fremantle.  Every time we have raised this issue in the Parliament, the Government has tried
to devalue and diminish the arguments and to defuse the issue.  Each time this matter has been raised with the Government,
it has attempted to devalue it and again, today the minister has tried to devalue the issue.  It is unfortunate that there is a small
number of people out there who do not do the right thing, but that is the case!  I can tell the minister that the world does not
work that way.  When we expose a significant problem in an area of commercial activity, the public of Western Australia
expects the Parliament of that State to respond with vigour, not with complacency and it should not try to defuse, diminish
or devalue our argument.  The people expect a vigorous response from the Government.  The fact that this Government has
never responded to this issue in a vigorous way has encouraged people to think they can get away with it.  That has been
going on in the community over the past couple of years. 
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I will provide the Minister for Fair Trading with a straightforward example of that problem.  It will indicate without any
doubt how the regulatory system of this State has failed and how the minister has failed in his duties.  Before I do that, I will
remind members of the extent of the problem.  Mention has already been made of a range of brokers - Blackburne and Dixon
Pty Ltd, First Charter Group, Global Finance, MFA Pty Ltd and Grubb Finance Consultancy.  A range of borrowers has also
been mentioned, including Kennedy, Manton, Ferris and others.  This very clear pattern of events requires a strong response
from the Government so that people can feel confident that the Government is working with them and for them, not against
them.

This issue goes to the heart of trust in our community - trust between the lenders and the brokers and trust between people
and their Government in respect of the regulatory systems.  All that trust has evaporated and nothing the Government has
done has been sufficient to restore it.  We have a consistent pattern of the presentation by brokers to investors of what can
be described only as a completely false view of the credibility of the people who want their money.  The members for
Fremantle and Armadale and the media have exposed this problem.  They have illustrated a consistent pattern of deceit in
the relationship between the borrowers, the brokers and the lenders.  There is also a consistent and worrying pattern in
respect of property valuations. 

The community wants a wide-ranging inquiry.  People want us to get to the heart of the problem, to work out the flaws in
the regulatory system, to establish who are the culprits and to ensure that the truth is discovered.  Estimates are that 5 000
investors could lose up to $100m.  The minister asked his colleagues how the Government could be deemed culpable.  That
is a typical response from this minister, who does nothing but row his boat with sharks swimming beneath. 

I refer the minister to a very interesting document put out by the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board in June 1998.  The
board wrote to brokers as follows -

The Board strongly recommends that brokers inform potential lenders of the need to obtain their own independent
valuation of any property offered as security for a loan prior to settlement of the loan. 

. . . The Board will be closely monitoring the compliance of finance brokers with these obligations.  Any breach
occurring after the publication of this warning will be investigated with the view to holding a formal disciplinary
inquiry.

As a result of the issue's being raised by members of the community and the Opposition, the board sent that warning to
brokers.  If I am not mistaken, when the member for Fremantle raised the MFA Finance issue in the Parliament, he indicated
that it was seeking money from investors in September 1998.  That is about three or four months after the board sent out this
document.  What has the minister done?

Mr Shave:  As a mortgage broking company it would have been seeking funds.

Dr GALLOP:  The suggestion was that potential lenders obtain their own independent valuation.

They had to be informed of this.  I ask the Minister for Fair Trading whether MFA Finance informed potential investors that
they should get an independent valuation.  Of course it did not.

Let us look at the Premier's role in this.  The Premier of Western Australia has failed the people of Western Australia.  Make
no mistake about that; the Premier has failed the people of Western Australia in relation to this issue.  Let us look at his
responses to this question.  What did the Premier do by way of response when the member for Fremantle used the Parliament
to raise this important matter?  He said it was simply an attack on his family and that Labor would be forced to apologise. 
He repeated those comments even after the Opposition's initiative resulted in MFA Finance's involvement in these matters
being subject to investigation by the police, the brokers board and the federal authorities.  The Premier said that there were
no worries or concerns and that this was just an attack on the Court family; that was his response to this serious matter. 
Further, the Premier dismissed claims that there was a conflict of interest involving Mr Ross Fisher, who was a director of
MFA Finance and a member of the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board.  I remind the minister that Mr Fisher is a member
of the finance brokers board which distributed the newsletter informing brokers that they should inform potential lenders
of the need to obtain their own independent valuations.  Mr Fisher was on the board and that was a conflict of interest, but
the Premier and the minister said it was not.  They are constantly playing catch up because they are not dealing with this
issue substantially.  Why are they not dealing with the issue properly?  It is because too many friends of the Liberal Party
are involved in the matter.  That is why the Government is not investigating this matter.  It is a scandal and a disgrace that
the Government of Western Australia will not investigate something which goes to the heart of our community, something
which is seeing the loss of money invested by self-funded retirees, elderly people, in this State because the laws are not being
followed and there are people who abuse the trust placed in them.  That is happening because friends of the Liberal Party
in this State are involved.  Make no mistake about it!  It is a disgrace and the Premier of Western Australia stands
condemned for his response, for claiming that the Opposition raised this matter only because a member of his family happens
to be on the board of MFA Finance.  Is the Premier of Western Australia saying that the Opposition should not have raised
this matter because his brother happens to be on the board of MFA Finance?  Is the Premier of this State saying that we
should not have raised this matter because Mr Ross Fisher just happened to be on the board of MFA Finance?  Is he saying
that the Opposition should not raise these matters in the Parliament because they are all goody-two-shoes on that side who
never break the law or exploit and rob people in the community?  Is that the standard to which this Parliament has fallen? 
I tell the Minister for Fair Trading that I will not be coming into this Parliament to apologise for the behaviour of the member
for Fremantle.  I tell the Premier that I will not come into this Parliament and criticise what the member for Fremantle has
done because the member for Fremantle has defended the interests of our community.  He has defended these investors in
this Parliament and he should be congratulated for what he has done to raise this issue.
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This issue will not go away.  The Minister for Fair Trading in his smarmy, smart-arsed approach to politics, thinks it will
go away.  It will not go away like the way he treats other issues in politics.  I am sorry:  This issue will not go away.  It will
keep coming back just as it came back into the press this week through the new allegations.  This issue will keep coming
back because it is a major scandal and the Liberal Party of Western Australia is trying to sweep it under the carpet.  Those
sorts of things will not happen because we have an Opposition that is vigilant and will come into the Parliament and defend
the interests of self-funded retirees. The Premier is a disgrace.  What he said to the member for Fremantle was a disgrace. 
After the inquiries into this matter by the police and the federal authorities, the Premier said that no issue needed to be
looked into and that was just a personal attack.  That was a disgraceful abuse of his office.  Authorities under his control are
inquiring into the matter.  The Premier and the minister have failed in their duties.  Those opposite should make no mistake: 
The Opposition will not let this issue rest.

MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [3.35 pm]:  I will make a couple of comments about this matter.  The Minister for Fair
Trading has spelt out, quite rightly, that people who have done wrong must face the law.

Dr Gallop:  That's not what you said when MFA came up.  You said it was a Labor Party issue against your family.  Face
up to your responsibilities in Parliament.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Sweetman):  I formally call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the first time.

Mr COURT:  First, I will address the comments about my family.

Dr Gallop:  I am not talking about your family; I am talking about you.

Mr COURT:  The member for Fremantle has said in this Parliament that my brother has committed a criminal act and has
been part of a conspiracy to defraud.  The member for Fremantle has said outside this Parliament that he has said nothing
inside this Parliament that he has not said outside this place.

Dr Gallop:  Deal with the issue.  You tried to sweep this under the carpet.  You are letting down the people of Western
Australia.

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The Leader of the Opposition will come to order.

Mr COURT:  To be accused of a criminal act is a very serious offence.  The member for Fremantle said that he has made
an accusation outside this House.  I ask him whether that is correct.

Mr McGinty:  Get on with it.

Mr COURT:  Is it correct that the member has made that accusation outside the House?  This is very, very serious.  I assure
members opposite that if an allegation is made -

Dr Gallop:  What's most serious, the member's raising this issue in Parliament or people being robbed?  What's most serious? 
Answer the question.  Why don't you support those business people?

Mr COURT:  I want to make some comments.  I cannot be heard.

Dr Gallop:  He is trying to make an appeal to the Acting Speaker to defend him.

Mr COURT:  I have as much right as the Leader of the Opposition to stand in this House and make a speech.

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!  I ask the Premier to resume his seat.

Point of Order

Mr BRADSHAW:  In my view, it is the right of any member who is making a speech to be defended by the Acting Speaker. 
In this case, the Leader of the Opposition is carrying on in an unparliamentary fashion, and he should be silenced.

Mr KOBELKE:  It is a very difficult situation in a debate when people's tempers become raised.  Mr Acting Speaker, I ask
you to consider that the Premier was asking members on this side to answer his questions.  If a member who is making a
speech invites interjections, it is hardly fair for that member then to turn to the Acting Speaker to seek protection.  If in
making his remarks, as we wish him to do, he addresses the Acting Speaker and his remarks go to matters of the debate,
clearly the Acting Speaker may wish to be very strict in controlling interjections.  When the Premier has the right to speak
and wishes to ask questions of members on this side, he can hardly then seek protection from the Acting Speaker.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Sweetman):  I am certainly in favour of the point of order.  To imply that the Premier is quite
deliberately canvassing interjections is incorrect.  I have heard hardly a word the Premier has said.  The Leader of the
Opposition has been formally called to order.  Although it is the season of goodwill, I must tell members that I am pretty
trigger-happy because I am not very impressed about being back here prior to Christmas.  If the Leader of the Opposition
does not intend to give the Premier a fair go to answer some of the matters raised in his speech, I will use rapid fire to call
the Leader of the Opposition to order formally another two times.

Debate Resumed

Mr COURT:  One of the most serious accusations that can be made is that someone has committed a criminal act or has been
involved in a conspiracy to defraud.  The member for Fremantle said outside Parliament that he made his accusations outside
Parliament, and I asked him whether that was true; he has not confirmed to me that he made those accusations outside
Parliament.  One must be careful -
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Dr Gallop:  Here comes the big threat from the executive arm of government! 

Mr COURT:  No, this is not from the executive arm. 

Dr Gallop:  You do not know how Parliament works.

Mr COURT:  I have been involved in this Parliament for some time, and I have been involved for some time as a member
of a family in public life.  People who abuse the privilege of Parliament and make accusations against family members of
members of Parliament which cannot be backed up ultimately face a judgment day.  We went through that process with
Wanneroo and other exercises.  I regard those accusations seriously.  The behaviour of the Leader of the Opposition is
deceitful as he allows one of his members to make accusations which he is not prepared to make outside Parliament, although
the member said that he made them outside Parliament.  

A number of cases have arisen in this industry in which people have effectively stolen money. 

Mr Kobelke:  You're on the side of the thieves. 

Mr COURT:  I take strong exception to that comment!

Mr Kobelke:  You are perceived to be on the side of the thieves through your inaction.  Let's get it clear. 

Mr COURT:  If people have broken the law and stolen money and defrauded people of money - that is, taken it under false
pretences - such people have been, and will be, hunted down by the law and by government authorities.  If members opposite
had bothered to look at what is happening in the courts, they would have seen that that is happening.

I have refrained as much as I could from making comments in this House and elsewhere publicly because of the nature of
the accusations made by the member for Fremantle, and the fact that he has asked the police to investigate them.

Dr Gallop interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!  

Mr COURT:  If it turns out that those accusations are false -

Mr McGinty:  What about if they are substantiated?

Mr COURT:  If they are substantiated, my friend, the proper course of law will take place.  If they are proved to be false,
I know that the Leader of the Opposition will promote the member for Fremantle. 

Dr Gallop interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!  

Dr Gallop interjected.  

THE ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!  I formally call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the second time. 

MR McGINTY (Fremantle) [3.43 pm]:  The problem here is that the Premier is more interested in defending his brother
than -

Point of Order

Mr BARNETT:  This is a matter of public interest motion.  I do not believe that the member for Fremantle has a right to
speak in this debate as it is not a substantive motion. 

Mr McGINTY:  The Leader of the House should look at his standing orders.

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Fremantle is effectively closing the debate. 

Mr McGINTY:  Yes.  

Debate Resumed

Mr McGINTY:  The problem is that the Premier is more interested in defending his brother than he is in answering the
allegations.  He did not jump up today and object when I made exactly the same allegations against Blackburne and Dixon
Pty Ltd and its directors, and the borrowers Ferris and Manton, who have robbed people blind of $9m.  The Premier jumps
up to defend his own rather than look after the general good.  That is the allegation against the Premier.  He stands
condemned.  He used his office to make that point well known to investigatory bodies under his control which are
investigating this matter.  It is an abuse of office on the part of the Premier. 

A government-regulated activity is involved.  Valuers and finance brokers are licensed and regulated by the Ministry of Fair
Trading and its minister.  These activities are licensed very ineffectually, which is the essence of the problem.  A central
player in this matter was valuer Mr Ron O'Connor who was convicted some three years ago for stealing $60 000 from a trust
account.  The minister's department has taken no action against him to revoke his valuer's licence.  As a valuer, he has gone
on dishonestly to be a central player in many of these deals which have gone bad and which have robbed millions of dollars
from innocent, self-funded retirees in this State.  Here is an example of inactivity which has sent out a message that it is okay
to steal from trust funds; the ministry will not do anything about it; it will let people continue to be central players in this
type of activity.  
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There has been the warning about which the Leader of the Opposition spoke, which said to brokers that this ruling would
be enforced and that from hereon in they must tell prospective lenders that they should seek an independent valuation.  There
is no better example than the MFA Finance Pty Ltd case in which that was not done and no action has been taken against
the people concerned.  The Government stands condemned.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (19)

Ms Anwyl
Mr Brown
Mr Carpenter
Dr Constable
Dr Edwards

Dr Gallop
Mr Graham
Mr Grill
Mr Kobelke
Mr Marlborough

Mr McGinty
Ms McHale
Mr Pendal
Mr Riebeling
Mr Ripper

Mrs Roberts
Mr Thomas
Ms Warnock
Mr Cunningham (Teller)

Noes (26)

Mr Ainsworth
Mr Barnett
Mr Barron-Sullivan
Mr Bloffwitch
Mr Board
Mr Bradshaw
Mr Court

Mr Cowan
Mr Day
Dr Hames
Mrs Holmes
Mr Johnson
Mr MacLean
Mr Marshall

Mr Masters
Mr McNee
Mr Minson
Mr Nicholls
Mr Omodei
Mr Prince

Mr Shave
Mr Tubby
Dr Turnbull
Mrs van de Klashorst
Mr Wiese
Mr Osborne (Teller)

Pairs

Ms MacTiernan Mrs Edwardes
Mr McGowan Mr House

Question thus negatived.

PROSTITUTION BILL 1999

Council's Amendments - Consideration in Detail

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

Debate was adjourned after the motion by Mr Prince (Minister for Police), that amendments Nos 1 and 2 made by the
Council be agreed to, had been partly considered.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The Government's total inaction on the issue of prostitution over the past few years has been scandalous,
as was its sly attempt to insert a range of contentious issues into what should have been a simple Bill.  The contentious issues
include police powers and public health matters, which were debated at length in the other place.  Those kinds of matters
need full consultation.  At the end of the year it has been almost impossible to properly canvass and assess all of the views
that are required.  The member for South Perth made a remark about hasty legislation, and urged caution on this matter. 
Under normal circumstances I would agree with his point of view that we need to be cautious, and legislation made on the
run often can backfire.  It most certainly would have had the opportunity to backfire rather badly had the Opposition
accepted all of the clauses that were inserted into the Bill by the Government.  It makes one question the Government's
motives in this.  Was its motive somehow to appease a backbench that did not want to bring any prostitution law reform into
this Chamber; was it some kind of sop or way of providing some excuse for never dealing with comprehensive prostitution
legislation, or some kind of cloak and dagger attempt to consolidate an outdated and discredited containment system?  All
of these options have been suggested to me by various persons.  

The Opposition was never going to fall for the three-card trick and needlessly draw out the debate in this Chamber clause
by clause and provide the Government with the easy excuse not to proceed.  I believe our tactics in the circumstances were
the right tactics; that is, to offer the Government a bipartisan approach to the Bill and to expedite its passage through this
Chamber, so that we had a week in which to have a more considered look at the legislation, to consult where we could, and
to enable discussions to take place with other persons - including the minor parties in the other place.  We have gone about
this with the best of intentions.  We have not been about playing politics.  

I have also taken the opportunity over that time to speak to a number of police officers, some of whom are quite senior, who
have offered the Opposition support for what it has tried to achieve in this matter.  They, too, have some grave concerns
about the kinds of powers that were included in the Government's original Bill.  I will go into that in more detail at a later
stage, if need be. 

Mr Prince:  I would be obliged if you would, and that you would name them. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  That sounds rather vindictive.

Mr Prince:  It is not vindictive.  I have yet to find a police officer who has anything but praise for this and who thinks we
should go further.

Mrs ROBERTS:  I believe the Government should go further, too; let us not have this half-baked Bill.  The minister should
have introduced comprehensive legislation that went much further.  We have all agreed on that.  The minister has not done
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that, and he should not make a hotchpotch of what should have been a street prostitution Bill.  The Government's
amendments were provided to the Opposition just before lunch today, at about 12.45 pm, and I am disappointed it took so
long to provide them.

Mr PRINCE:  When we brought on this Bill, I resisted the temptation to say anything of a general nature because I hoped
we would get on with debating the Council's amendments.  However, regrettably, the member for Midland has decided to
enter into a political debate about the Government's actions.  I know that she has supported this legislation and that a few
members of the Australian Labor Party in the other place have tried to take it apart.

Mr Kobelke:  Can you say who?

Mr PRINCE:  Yes.  I do not know how the member for Midland can possibly defend people who want to create an offence
but not give the police the power to deal with it.  The member for Midland was not in this Chamber when we debated this
Bill because she went home and left it to the member for Nollamara.

Mrs Roberts:  You don't know where I was or what I was doing at the time.

Mr PRINCE:  She left it to her colleague.  Well done; congratulations.  No doubt she, too, is answerable to the nine faceless
men.  The Opposition did nothing about prostitution while in government.  It tried a couple of times but legislation failed
to pass its Caucus.  The Labor Party enlisted Beryl Grant, who knew what she was talking about and who wrote a good
report.  The coalition picked that up a couple of years ago and that is where we started from.

Mr Kobelke:  It was seven years ago.

Mr PRINCE:  It was not seven years ago; we started on the legislation in 1997 using Beryl Grant's report as a basis.  We
spent two years not only crafting what should occur through a comprehensive exercise, but also beginning to draft it.  The
Government did not try to copy it from someone else, which is what the Labor Party did with its private member's Bill by
picking up part of the ACT drafting.  However, that Bill was very small and did not adequately deal with street prostitution
or the issue of children in prostitution.

It is publicly known - the coalition has no problem with this - that there was not unanimous support among coalition members
for a package that would deal with the totality of prostitution.  That is called democracy and we debated it.  However, the
Government introduced a comprehensive set of proposals that would deal with the prostitute on the street, the kerb crawler
and children involved in prostitution in any way at all, not just as prostitutes.  The Government also thought it would be a
good idea to ensure that everybody understood that transmission of a sexually transmitted disease which is life threatening
is a serious crime and one which is not life threatening is, nonetheless, a crime.  Also in our legislation was provision for
police to deal with those offences, not general powers of entry, search or stop and seizure, but a specific power related to
this Bill and nothing else.

The member for Midland's lot in the other place have gutted and neutered the Bill, so that just before Christmas we are faced
with no legislation other than that which already exists in the Police Act to deal, over the coming summer, with street
soliciting, kerb crawling and the involvement of children in prostitution.  I will not let her side of politics forget that in the
next three months.  Although the Assembly will pass this Bill tonight, however late we sit, the Council will not sit again and
it will be the Opposition that has delayed it; not the coalition.

Mrs Roberts:  What major legal impediment will stop you passing the Bill today?

Mr PRINCE:  It will not work.  It will create nothing that will enable the police to clear the streets.

Mrs Roberts:  Explain what is the problem.

Mr PRINCE:  I will go through it in detail.  I was not going to do this, but the member for Midland has brought it on herself. 
The Opposition has gutted this Bill.  It has said that we cannot have police with powers; it is a dreadful affront to human
rights.  What about the people outside whose homes prostitution takes place?  What about the young women walking the
streets who get accosted?  What about the children who are hauled into prostitution because the Opposition refuses to give
the police the power to deal with it?

It is not the member who is personally responsible for this but the member has put mouth to it in this place.  It is the
member's colleagues, only a few of them, in the other place.

Mrs Roberts:  Why not pass it with the amendments?

Mr PRINCE:  Because it will not work.  That is why we will not pass it.  We will put back into it that which should be there
to give the police the powers to deal with kerb crawling, street prostitution and the issue of children in prostitution.  We are
going to do that for as long as we must sit here.

Mr KOBELKE:  As the minister mentioned my contribution to the debate on the Bill, I will respond to that and a few related
matters.  It is the intention of the Opposition to proceed expeditiously with the message and have the matter cleared out of
this Chamber within an hour or two.  The Acting Speaker's forbearance with standing orders would help because we do not
want to drag things down by having to tie each point exactly to each amendment, and we are appreciative of the ability to
make a few general comments on the first amendment.  

We expedited the passage of the Bill through this Chamber a few weeks ago because we were hopeful that the provisions
enabling the police to more effectively tackle street prostitution could be in place by Christmas.  We still hope that that is
possible and will outline as we go through the clauses why we will not support a number of amendments, even though they
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may have some merit, because the end result will be that this legislation will sit around until next March or April before it
can go to the other place for its concurrence.  

The response of the Minister for Police indicates that he and the Government have great difficulty in this area.  The minister
is a very intelligent and capable person who is quite able to carry on a rational debate, but what we had from him was a lot
of emotion and very little sense.  One can understand this because the minister has a great deal of responsibility in this area
and a responsibility on which he has not been able to deliver.  The Government has found that it simply cannot act on
prostitution.  That is clear and everyone knows that.  When the Bill was brought in with only one day's notice, our tactic in
handling the Bill was to put it straight through and simply raise some concerns about particular issues.  We said outright to
the Government that we wanted something on the statute books as soon as possible, hopefully by Christmas.  When the
matter got to the other place there was time because members had a week between its going from here to there to look
through it and see that there were major problems with it.  

Mr Prince:  Every time we have brought legislation in here with which the Opposition has disagreed, either in principle or
in detail, the Opposition has said so in this House before it went to the Council, except for this Bill.  The member and others
debated it in detail and asked good questions, and we went backwards and forwards, and that is fine, and the Opposition
voted for it and it went to the Council.  The member for Midland has said what the tactic was, and so on.  I am sorry but that
was not your tactic.  That is a retrospective interpretation of the tactic.

Mr KOBELKE:  Not at all.  

Mr Prince:  I appreciate that you have got caught with it.  Your way of operation has been to raise the point here and deal
with it there.

Mr KOBELKE:  The minister has made his point and I will respond to it.  What was highly unusual about this Bill was that
we saw it only the day before we went into the second and third reading debates.  Under standing orders Bills are supposed
to be on the Notice Paper for at least a full week.  With this Bill we were given no prior notice; it was second read and the
next day we went straight through the second and third readings and sent it to the other place.  

Mr Prince:  Does the member agree with Hon Nick Griffiths that the police cannot be trusted with these powers?

Mr KOBELKE:  This is what I have been saying:  The minister has to go into political defence mode.  He cannot deal with
the issues.  The minister should take my point.  If the minister wants to comment on what Hon Nick Griffiths said in the other
place, we will deal with that in the clauses.  

My point, which the minister cannot refute, is that the Government brought this Bill on quickly.  The Opposition supported
it because we want urgent action so the Police Service can effectively stop street prostitution in Northbridge and East Perth. 
This matter has gone on for months and the Government has been totally remiss in doing nothing.  It did something only
when the Opposition introduced a Bill which would work.  The legislation works in Canberra.  Our Bill could have been
passed, but the Government was so embarrassed that it introduced its own Bill.  The Opposition said that it would accept
the Government's Bill because it had the numbers.  We passed that Bill quickly, without time to consider how it might be
amended.  If we had told the Government when the legislation was introduced that we would amend it, the Government
would have dropped it, as it has done with other pieces of legislation.

Ms WARNOCK:  I was going to say that I would like to hear some more from the member for Nollamara, but I think he will
seize another opportunity later.  I will comment on some of the things the Minister for Police said and talk about the Bill
and the amendments made by the opposition parties in the other place.  We on this side of the Chamber made it clear during
that rushed debate at the end of November that we supported the Bill because we had agreed to assist the Government in
passing a Bill to reduce, if not eliminate - because we are realists - street soliciting in residential areas near the city.  The
problems caused by street prostitution in those areas have been made clear in this Chamber many times over the past 18
months, especially by me.  However, the Opposition also made it clear during that debate that it preferred the simple Bill
introduced the previous week by my colleague the member for Midland, and that it had grave reservations about the civil
liberties aspects of the Government's Bill.  If the minister rereads my speech during the debate on the second reading, he
will find I mentioned that many times.  Although we did not say so on the night, it was the Opposition's clear intention that
we would have an opportunity to seriously amend the Bill.

Mr Prince:  That is most unusual practice for the Opposition.

Ms WARNOCK:  It might be unusual practice, but it seemed sensible to us because we had agreed to accept the Bill and
we did not want to welsh on the deal.  It was impossible to work out amendments with 24 hours' notice.  We did not do that
because it would have been absurd.  However, we had serious reservations about the Bill, which I expressed that night. 
Although the Opposition kept its word by supporting the Bill, it was obvious it had to be amended.  The obvious place to
do that was in the other Chamber.  Accordingly, amendments were drafted, with the support of numerous community
organisations concerned with health, sex education, civil liberties and the welfare of women in the industry, and most were
accepted in the other place.  This was an important step in the development of the Bill.  The Opposition agreed to support
a Bill that covered street soliciting, child prostitution and kerb crawling.  Instead the Bill went much further than that and,
in the opinion of many, was simply too oppressive.  The legislation was not wide enough in that it did not cover the entire
field of prostitution, which we would have liked.  However, it went too far in the areas it did cover.  I feel those powers were
oppressive.  That is why I mentioned the civil liberties issues at the time.  People in the health field were concerned that the
matters concerning the health of sex workers and their clients were not constructive.  Others commented that many matters
were better covered in other Acts, such as the Police Act and the Health Act, and should therefore be deleted.  Child
prostitution, street soliciting and kerb crawling are still firmly dealt with, although it is not a total prostitution Bill covering
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the whole issue.  Therefore, the legislation has some function in assisting the Police Service to do its job and in assisting
residents by removing an unfortunate series of incidents from their streets.  

The clauses dealing with the work of undercover officers are still intact, although the more questionable clauses on search
and seizure are no longer in the Bill.  There is a very sensible new clause which insists that condoms be used in the sex act,
at risk of a large fine.

Mr Prince:  How are we going to enforce that?

Ms WARNOCK:  I have no idea, but it seems to - 

Mr Prince:  Will we go into the room with a video camera?

Ms WARNOCK:  Okay, it will be extremely difficult, but at least it will send a statement to people - 

Mr Prince:  As a statement of good practice, it is correct, but to make it an offence without thinking about the ramifications
is absurd.

Mrs Roberts:  I thought the minister was supporting that amendment.

Mr Prince:  I am.

Ms WARNOCK:  It is a statement of good practice and a sensible thing to do.  It is disappointing that the Government did
not produce a proper, wide Bill for the regulation of prostitution to be managed by a control board and, frankly, has left the
police once again to bear the brunt of the regulation.  As I am in regular touch with the police on this issue, the minister can
believe me when I say that I know, as he does, how difficult they will find that regulation.

Mr Prince:  We do.

Ms WARNOCK:  However, the removal of the more oppressive clauses and the addition of a clearer definition of "a public
place" and matters dealing with safer sex have improved this Bill.  The Australian Labor Party will continue to support the
Bill as it believes it has been improved by the amendments.  It remains a concern of mine that young, homeless people may
continue to exchange sex for favours on inner city streets.  We must provide far more long-term accommodation places for
young people and we must also help people who have serious drug habits and, for that reason, are in prostitution.

Mr Prince:  That is agreed.

Ms WARNOCK:  We must provide greater assistance to help those people get away from this kind of work.

Mrs ROBERTS:  Can the minister tell us why he will not put the amended Bill through this place today?  The only real
necessity for debating this Bill today is if we can implement prostitution law to deal with streetwalking.  If the minister
proceeds with his proposed amendments, we will not be able to achieve that today.

Mr Prince:  That is right.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister may as well leave the Bill until March or April next year because effectively that is what he
is doing today.

Mr Prince:  No, it is because of what the Opposition has done and it will wear it.

Mr Kobelke:  Don't be childish!

Mr Prince:  I am not being childish.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister at least owes the Chamber an explanation of the negative consequence that he is so worried
about by putting the amended Bill through the Chamber today.

Mr Prince:  There will be no effective control of kerb crawling, street soliciting or the involvement of children in
prostitution.

Mrs ROBERTS:  My clear understanding is that we have left intact in the Bill the offences of kerb crawling, child
prostitution, the move-on provision, the power to conduct undercover operations and the power to issue restraining orders.

Mr Prince:  Let us move through the Bill and you will get the explanation as you go.

Mrs ROBERTS:  Irrespective of the minister's personal view, this legislation, as amended in the upper House, is better than
nothing.

Mr Prince:  No, it is not, because it won't work.

Mrs ROBERTS:  Unless the minister can clearly demonstrate that, I believe he has grievously misled people.

Mr Prince:  No, it won't work.  You can't create an offence without giving the police the powers to deal with it.  Your
colleagues in the other place did that by leaving in the definition of the offence and taking out the powers to deal with it.

Mrs ROBERTS:  That is clearly incorrect.  The police will still have the power to conduct an undercover operation, will they
not?

Mr Prince:  That is not all the necessary power, for example, to be able to deal with kerb crawling.  Let us get on with the
Bill and work through it.
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Mrs ROBERTS:  The police will still have the power to move people on.

Mr Prince:  But they will have no power to deal with a person who does not obey a move-on order.  Can we get on with this
Bill?

Mrs ROBERTS:  Are they not worthwhile powers for the police to have for the next few months?

Mr Prince:  They are not enough for the police to be able to deal with the issue.  You know that, I know that and the police
have been saying it for a long time.  Let us get on with it.

Mrs ROBERTS:  If that is the case, minister, the responsible thing to do would be to pass the legislation as it is today to put
something in place for the people of Northbridge and East Perth so that it can be in place for the Christmas and New Year
period, and if the police find these powers inadequate, we can make this matter a priority for the first sitting week of March
next year.

Mr Prince:  You could have done that by passing the Bill in the other House in any event.

Mr Kobelke:  Let us deal with reality.

Mr Prince:  I am.  The Bill was passed in this place and you raised none of these objections.  A renegade few in the other
place have brought up all these amendments and we will deal with it now.  Let us get on with it.

Mrs ROBERTS:  That is the whole point.  The minister cannot deal with it now because he is proposing amendments.  If
we amend this Bill, or do not accept it as amended from the upper House, the minister will defer the whole issue until next
March.  He has the option today, as the Government does, of accepting the amended Bill thereby putting some powers in
place between now and next March, which powers he says are not enough.

Mr Prince:  Your side of politics had that option a week ago and it blew it.

Mrs ROBERTS:  We can then see whether these powers are effective and enough in that time.  However, the minister is
refusing to do that in a very pigheaded style.  It is that pigheaded fashion with which he is approaching the matter which will
continue to cause a problem for the residents of East Perth and Northbridge in the next three to four months.

Mr Prince:  We have not managed to change the prostitution laws for more than 100 years.  If we are going to do it, we must
do it properly.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister has agreed that there are some powers in the Bill, such as the power to force streetwalkers
to move on.  The minister has acknowledged that police can conduct undercover operations and the like.  At the moment
they can prosecute people for loitering, but the trouble is that the penalty is only a very small fine.  We are providing in this
Bill for some quite significant penalties.  Those penalties remain, as do the offences.  The police will have powers to get
people to move on and to conduct undercover operations.  Police officers, whose careers I will not attempt to ruin by naming,
have told me that they would rather have these powers than none at all.  Further, some police officers have said that they
are very concerned about the kinds of powers that are provided for in the Government's amendments.  They see the
amendments as entrenching the bad old containment policy.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to.

Mr PRINCE:  I move - 

That amendments Nos 3 and 4 made by the Council be not agreed to.

The first two amendments that we dealt with were a modification of the definition of "public place".  We were prepared to
accept them, and that is fine.  However, amendments Nos 3 and 4 bring into play clauses 8, 9 and 17, which relate to
offences with regard to sexually transmissible infection.  In order to debate the question of whether the transmission of
infection should or should not be an offence and whether a prostitute should be inhibited from acting as a prostitute when
the prostitute knows, or could reasonably be expected to know - as under clause 17 - that he or she has an infection, we need
to deal with the issue of the definition being or not being in clause 3.  That is the reason I seek to disagree with amendments
Nos 3 and 4 at this point, although in effect the substantive debate relates to clauses 8 and 9, which we want to put back in,
and to clause 17.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister supported the first amendments that were moved in the Legislative Council.  This is the first
instance in which he has disagreed with amendments that were successfully carried in the Legislative Council.  I find the
minister's handling of the Bill disturbing in the extreme.  Despite the undertaking given to me by the Premier that we would
be provided with an advance copy of the legislation so that we could adopt a bipartisan approach and so forth, suddenly after
a break of a couple of weeks I have had these amendments sprung on me today.  We have had absolutely no opportunity to
raise any of these matters in our party room.  The minister knows full well that we determine by way of discussion and proper
consultation in our party room our stance on all pieces of legislation, clauses and motions that are put before us.  The
minister has denied the Opposition that opportunity by the way he has handled this legislation today.

Mr Prince:  I apologise and regret that is the case.  It was not my intention.

Mrs ROBERTS:  There is no excuse for the minister to have done that, because the course of action with which he is
proceeding today indicates that, on the basis of the numbers, this Bill will be amended today.  If this Bill is amended today,
it cannot be enacted before Christmas.  It cannot be enacted until and unless the Legislative Council agrees with whatever
amendments are put in place.
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Mr Prince:  That is right.

Mrs ROBERTS:  That being the case, what the minister is proposing today is quite irresponsible.  In the first instance, I fail
to see his argument for bringing on the legislation today.  Even if I and the Opposition were to agree with everything he
proposed, we would not achieve anything today.  There would still be nothing in place for the residents. 

Mr Prince:  We would, because we would then have bipartisan support for a good piece of law, and that is important for the
people.

Mrs ROBERTS:  Even if I wanted to, I could not give the minister bipartisan support today for a range of amendments which
were presented to me during the course of the debate.

Mr Prince:  These amendments are the Bill as you saw it weeks ago.

Mrs ROBERTS:  No.

Mr Prince:  With one or two minor exceptions, this is putting back that which the other place took out.  All of these issues
were flagged in the debate in the other place.  Although, as a matter of formality, I regret that you were not given advance
warning of this in time for your party meeting, you cannot say that you had no foreknowledge that this would be the case
because of the debate in the other place and the fact that we are putting back what that place has taken out.

Mrs ROBERTS:  I will use my time and the minister can use his.  The minister keeps asserting that this is nothing more than
the original Bill, except for a couple of things, and that we have knowledge of it because there was some discussion of it in
the other place.  I thought the minister would have been in touch with us about this matter.  I thought we were bringing on
this issue as a matter of urgency today so we could provide some real relief for people living in Northbridge.  It appears that
is not the case.  The minister has proposed not only the reinstatement of some of the clauses from the original Bill, but also
some substitute clauses.  This is not an acceptable way to deal with legislation.  In the circumstances, I am not in a position
to agree to any of his amendments.  We will take a vote on the clause which the minister is currently proposing and we will
divide on it to make the point.  Unfortunately, the minister is pushing this debate into an "us and them" situation.  There is
no longer any bipartisanship here because of the situation which the minister has sprung on us today.  That is unfortunate
because, on the cursory look I have had in the short time I have had these amendments, the Opposition could agree with
some amendments.  However, in the circumstances, I will not be able to agree with them.  We will vote them all down and
we will have little compunction in doing so, because the minister has created a situation which will not allow this to become
law until March or April anyway.  It is a disgraceful situation.  If the minister proceeds with these amendments, the
responsible thing for him to do will be to adjourn the debate, because we will make no progress today.  We will vote against
the minister's amendments.

Mr PRINCE:  As I said, as a matter of formality, I regret that the member was not given sufficient advance warning for the
Opposition to debate this in Caucus.  First, the Opposition has had the Bill for some time.  It has been debated in here and,
contrary to the Opposition's invariable practice, this is the first time it has not indicated as a party that it disagreed with
something here that it would then amend in the Legislative Council.  Secondly, this Bill was debated at some length in the
other place and amendments were moved.  The Attorney General handled the Bill on behalf of the Government.  If
opposition members had read the debate or received the report of members in that place, they would have known to what
the Government was prepared or not prepared to agree.  It is all recorded in the public Hansard record of the other place. 

What has come back here is the reinstatement of measures removed in the other place - as the member knew would happen -
and a few other clarifying amendments.  One of the objections raised by the Labor Party with regard to police powers was
that they were general and could apply to anyone, anywhere, at any time, which is patently absurd.  The legislation will
include a specific clause providing that these powers apply only to this area - they will not apply generally.  That was
included by implication, but it will now be explicit.  The member cannot pretend that that has been sprung on members
opposite or that they disagree with it, because they have previously agreed with it.

The other amendments deal with sexually transmitted diseases and so on.  We are talking about medical examinations being
a defence and so forth.  These issues were debated in the other place and these are the amendments.  The rest of this, apart
from a couple of drafting matters, reinstates what was taken out.  The member cannot pretend that that is a surprise to her. 
It is not an ambush, nor does it require extensive debate - we have had that.  Members opposite know their position.  It is
indeed unfortunate that a few members decided to take the action they did in the other place - I suspect without forewarning,
but that is beside the point. 

We need to have good law.  We could have had it in time for this summer, but that will not happen. 

Mr Kobelke:  You do not want it to happen. 

Mr PRINCE:  No way!  The Government and I want this law passed with the police having the power to enforce it.  That
is what we want, and that is what I am sure the people want.  These people have this going on outside their front gates, they
get accosted on the street and they have the interests of children at heart, because the children are involved in this and have
been for far too long.  These issues must be dealt with. 

The power for a police officer to require a person to produce documents and so on has been removed.  The only police
power left intact by the Labor Party is the power to direct and move on without any sanction.  It is absurd to suggest that
the police will be able to enforce the penalties created by this legislation without the power to be able to do so.  Members
opposite know that that is being reinstated and they do not need any forewarning. 
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Mr KOBELKE:  We are dealing with amendments Nos 3 and 4.  The other House removed from clause 3 reference to
sexually transmissible infection and sexually transmissible life threatening infection.  The vote on this amendment has
implications for the entire Bill, therefore I wish to put to the minister what is the primary intent of the Bill.  The Opposition
offered bipartisan support because we were to have a Bill that would enable the police to deal with street prostitution. 
Because it was in our Bill, members on this side accepted the reference to juveniles involved in street prostitution.  That was
the intent of the Bill.

Mr Prince:  No, it was not.

Mr KOBELKE:  That was our understanding.  If the Government had wanted to tack on extra provisions concerning
prostitution, we would have had an open mind to agree to them.  However, the clear, primary aim of the Bill was to enable
the police to do something about street and juvenile prostitution - a matter on which the record of this Government is
particularly lamentable.  I do not want to go into it and take up lots of time, but the Government's record in this area is
absolutely appalling.  We said we should do something about this issue.

Mr Prince:  You ran away from this for 10 years and we have taken it on and produced something.  Let's get on with it.

Mr KOBELKE:  That is sheer political guff.  Let us address the issue before us, which is amendments Nos 3 and 4.  These
amendments do not relate in any way to street prostitution or juveniles.

Mr Prince:  Yes, they do.

Mr KOBELKE:  They apply to prostitution more generally; they are not specific to street prostitution.

Mr Prince:  No, they are not.  I never said they were.

Mr KOBELKE:  If the primary purpose of the Bill is to give the police the means -

Mr Prince:  That is your proposition, not mine.

Mr KOBELKE:  I said if the Government wanted to bring in other aspects to deal with prostitution because it is all too hard,
we would be happy to look at them, but the primary aim of this Bill in all the information released to the media and
everything that took place in bringing this Bill into the Parliament was to deal with street prostitution.

Mr Prince:  Nonsense!  That is what you did.

Mr KOBELKE:  That is what the Opposition wanted to deal with.  That was the nature of its Bill.  The Government said
its Bill would deal with street prostitution.  The Government was riding on the back of what the Opposition was doing.  The
Opposition had a Bill which would have helped deal with street prostitution and juveniles involved in prostitution, something
about which the Government has failed miserably to do anything.  Leaving aside all the condemnation we could heap on the
Government, the Opposition said we should deal with the issue.  It introduced a Bill to deal with street prostitution and
juveniles, and the Government said it would deal with those issues and present its own Bill.  We said that was great; we
recognised that the Government might want to deal with the issue a bit differently, and we were happy to deal with that.  If
the Government wanted to tack some other things onto the Bill, that was also great and the Opposition was happy at look
at them.  However, those other things were not the primary purpose of the Bill.  What we have before us in amendments Nos
3 and 4 does not relate to that primary purpose.  The issue of sexually transmissible infections and the involvement of the
sex industry is very important, but it is not necessarily an issue which should be dealt with in this Bill.

Mr Prince:  You are kidding!

Mr KOBELKE:  I am keeping this simple.  I do not want to get into arguments about how we should deal with that issue
and whether it should be covered in the Health Act; all those things can be dealt with.  The point I wish to make simply and
clearly is if we want to deal with street prostitution - and everyone on this side of the House does - we do not need to support
the Government's motion to disagree to amendments Nos 3 and 4.  Those amendments do not primarily relate to street
prostitution or juveniles.  If the Government uses its numbers to carry the minister's motion on amendments Nos 3 and 4,
it is again saying - as it has said time after time - that this Government cannot deal with prostitution; it is all too hard.  The
Government will find any excuse in the book it can to ensure that it does absolutely nothing to tackle the major problem of
street prostitution.  That is what the Government's numbers will be saying when they carry the motion on amendments Nos
3 and 4.  If that motion is carried, this Bill must be returned to the other place in March or April, depending on the priority
given to it - it may be May or June the way the Government handles things - and we may have six or more months in which
the police will not have any additional powers to deal with street prostitution.  That will be the result of the Government's
carrying this motion.  All we then have to consider is why the Government cannot deal with prostitution.

Mr PRINCE:  It was the Opposition's proposition, not the Government's, that this Bill be about street prostitution and
children and nothing else.  I grant members that they are the two main areas, but there are also, and always have been, other
things in here.  It is not a compendious exercise with which to deal with the totality of prostitution, which I regret, but that
is beside the point.  However, the Bill deals with more than just the incidents on the street and just - a big just - the
involvement of children in prostitution in any way at all.  What the Opposition is saying is that unless we blinker ourselves
and deal only with these issues in a very narrow way, we will not be allowed to debate this.  That is patently absurd.  Surely
members opposite will agree that a person who knows he has a life threatening infection which is sexually transmissible
should not be able to transmit that infection without any form of sanction.  That is what they are saying; that is the point they
are making.

Mrs Roberts:  We are saying that it is covered already in both the Health Act and the Criminal Code.  Is the minister aware
of that?
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Mr PRINCE:  Yes, but it is only partly covered; it is not as compendiously covered as it is in this legislation.  This is better
law.  Symbolically, those opposite have said that it is perfectly okay for people to transmit a sexually transmissible, life
threatening infection and the relevant provision has been taken out of this Bill.  There is no reason to delete this provision,
other than it is somebody else's idea that it should not be in this legislation, and that person does not like it.  Those opposite
are lumbered with that.  The provision should go back into the Bill, as should clauses 8, 9 and 17.  Those matters are of
importance in dealing with prostitution, not just on the street or involving children, but generally.  Surely most people would
agree with those matters.  I am sure members of the public do.  I am sure those opposite are arguing that.  It is an absurdity.

Mrs ROBERTS:  I am concerned that this is degenerating into a one-upmanship, dummy-spitting exercise.  The minister
is saying that because it is not exactly what he wants, he will not have anything at all.

Mr Kobelke:  A Rolls-Royce or nothing, so he'd rather walk.

Mrs ROBERTS:  That is right.  He wants to take his bat and ball and go home because the provision is not exactly what he
wants.

Mr Prince:  No.  A number of amendments have been made, and they are fine.

Mrs ROBERTS:  As the minister has acknowledged, this matter is already covered in the Health Act.

Mr Prince:  With a penalty of a couple of hundred dollars in the Health Act.

Mrs ROBERTS:  No.  In the Criminal Code there is a penalty of about 20 years' imprisonment.

Mr Prince:  That is exactly what this says, and those opposite want to take it out.

Mrs ROBERTS:  No.

Mr Prince:  Where is the logic?

Mrs ROBERTS:  We are not taking it out of the Criminal Code.  This clause is not necessary.  The people who knowingly
pass on transmissible diseases can be covered by either the Health Act or the Criminal Code, and under the Criminal Code
the penalty is up to 20 years' imprisonment for endangering someone's life.  It is not necessary for it to be in this legislation. 
This Bill could proceed today if the minister stopped being absolutely pedantic about having it exactly as he wants it.

Mr PRINCE:  I have just asked the attendants to bring me a copy of the Health Act because it is not to hand.  From memory,
the penalties under that Act include fines of only a few hundred dollars.

Mrs Roberts:  There is a combination of things.  There is a 20-year penalty under the Criminal Code.

Mr PRINCE:  I am talking about the Health Act.  Under the Criminal Code, and the member must understand this, before
there can be a prosecution, there must be a completed act - in this case, a victim must have a diagnosed life threatening
disease, one which, based on the current state of medical science, will kill him before his time.  Before an offence is created,
people must have the infection and prove the victim will die.  This provision and those in clauses 8 and 9 create an offence
of people carrying on a business involving the provision of prostitution.  An offence is committed if they allow anyone to
act as a prostitute when they know, or could reasonably be expected to know, that the prostitute has a sexually transmissible
infection.  Do those opposite understand that?  Under clause 9 someone who knows, or could reasonably be expected to
know, that a person has a sexually transmissible, life threatening infection will commit a crime.

Mrs Roberts:  This is an argument about what the minister wants the Bill to do.

Mr PRINCE:  No, it is not.  The code says that it is an offence if people have the infection and will die; only then can we
prosecute.  Clauses 8 and 9 say that if people have the infection, they commit an offence if they carry on business as a
prostitute.  It is not whether they do infect someone; rather they commit an offence because of the potential for them to do
so.  There is a huge difference, which I hope the member now appreciates.  Can she not see that it is comparable?  It would
blend with the Criminal Code and, to a small extent, the Health Act. 

Mrs Roberts:  You're not accurately reflecting them.

Mr PRINCE:  It is far more important to have an offence which states:  "If you have a life threatening infection, you will
not be a prostitute."  That is preferable to waiting until somebody catches the infection, as the code states, which is fine in
certain circumstances.  When this provision is re-inserted in clause 9, it will make a statement:  "If you know, or can be
reasonably expected to know, that you have a life threatening infection and practice as a prostitute, you commit a crime." 
The applicable penalty is 20 years' imprisonment.  It is a corollary to the code, yet people elsewhere want to remove that
provision.  The Government wants the provision included in the Bill as it is good law which will work alongside the Criminal
Code and, to some extent, the Health Act.  The member for Midland wants to take out that provision; with respect, I find
her position to be untenable. 

I have moved that Council amendments No 3 and 4 be disagreed to as we need the definitions of "sexually transmissible
infection" and "sexually transmissible life threatening infection".  Without those definitions, obviously clauses 8, 9 and 17
cannot work.

Mrs ROBERTS:  We have seen another exercise in which the minister on the hop tried to mislead the House.  I am
disappointed that he did so, especially as he spent some time as Minister for Health and is a lawyer and handles the Police
portfolio; therefore, I thought he might be more aware of the Health Act and the Criminal Code.  I refer him to part 9 of the
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Health Act 1911, under which HIV is notifiable as an infectious disease.  Section 251 is headed "Special powers when
authorized by minister" and gives the minister wide-ranging powers to deal with notifiable diseases, including the power
to require medical examinations and to provide a sample, through subsection (5), and to keep people isolated and
quarantined through subsection (8).  The Health Act also contains provisions in part XI relating to venereal diseases, which
are not infectious diseases.  These relate to the treatment by medical practitioners, reporting such cases and so forth.  Section
310 specifically relates to knowingly infecting another person with a venereal disease, the penalty for which is not a couple
of hundred dollars, as the minister suggested, but $2 500. 

Mr Prince:  I don't know where you get that.  It is $250.  I have the Act in front of me.  The penalty provision states - 
(i) a penalty which is not more than $2 500 and not let less than -

(A) in the case of a first offence, $250;

(B) in the case of the second such offence, $500; and

(C) in the case of a third or subsequent such offence, $1 250;

Mrs ROBERTS:  The offence is up to $2 500. 

Mr Prince:  It is a fine, and the first offence is $250.  I am sorry, but it is a fine. 

Mrs ROBERTS:  That is not what the minister suggested. 

Mr Prince:  This is a fine, and the penalty in the amendments before us is not a fine.

Mrs ROBERTS:  We will get to the Code in a moment.  I first corrected the minister's misleading of the House in relation
to the Health Act.  We will move to the Criminal Code next.  I note that the Prostitution Bill deals with sexually transmissible
infections and sexually transmissible life threatening infections which compare with existing distinctions in the Health Act
between infectious and venereal diseases.

The minister misled the House again in relation to the Criminal Code, section 294 of which outlines the following offence -

Any person who, with intention to maim, disfigure or disable any person . . . or . . . 

does any act that is likely to result in a person having a serious disease;

The offence is not in the person getting the disease, as the minister said.  It applies to any act that is likely to result in a
person having a serious disease.  For that offence under subsection (8), the penalty is 20 years' imprisonment.

Mr Prince:  However, a person must have an intention to maim, disfigure, or disable or to do grievous bodily harm, and the
prostitute will say, "I had no intention to infect.  I did not intend that to happen."  Then we have not got an offence.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister has obviously spent a lot of time as a defence lawyer.

Mr Prince:  Damn right - successfully, too.  Without clause 25 of this Bill, we cannot even investigate these people.

Mrs ROBERTS:  What a load of rot!  To the best of my knowledge, this clause has not been tested in Western Australia. 
However, many eminent lawyers argue that this would cover the situation in which an HIV-infected prostitute was engaging
in high-risk sexual activity - for example, unprotected sex - with someone who did not know his or her partner had HIV. 
This has been successfully prosecuted in a case in Victoria.

Mr Prince:  There was a case here of a person who went to Victoria.  It is the only one of which I can think.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister will use my last 10 seconds at this rate.  I also note that the AIDS Council of Western
Australia points out that the sex industry in Western Australia already has a lower rate of sexually transmissible diseases than
in the general community, and the Government has not given any evidence to dispute this claim.

Mr PRINCE:  No, I have not.  However, a madam who spoke on the radio the other day said that the Opposition was totally
wrong in taking out these provisions.  She said that this is what those in the sex industry want.  Section 294 of the Criminal
Code refers to any person who, with intent to do a whole series of things, or to do grievous bodily harm, does something,
including to do an act that results in a person having a serious disease.  A person must have an intention.  The member stands
and says that is the same.  It is not the same, because to prove intention one must, by objective evidence - the reasonable
person observing what the other person does - be able to infer beyond reasonable doubt that the intention of that person was
to infect another person.  How can one do that when a prostitute will say, "I have checks.  I have done my best.  I did not
intend that to happen.  I told the person to use a condom" etc, but the result nonetheless is that someone winds up with a
disease?  That is not the same as that about which we are talking here in clauses 8 and 9.

Mrs Roberts:  This is semantics.

Mr PRINCE:  It is not semantics.  This is real life.  Clause 9 refers to the fact that a person who knows, or could reasonably
be expected to know, that he or she has a sexually transmissible, life threatening infection commits a crime if he or she acts
as a prostitute, full stop.  Surely, that is a good statement of law, and it works in conjunction with the Criminal Code and
the Health Act.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The point that has been made by many eminent health professionals is that in the situation the minister is
trying to promote, many prostitutes may not get the health checks, because once they have a health check that notifies them
that they have a particular disease or something similar, they would then be knowingly infecting someone.
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Mr Prince:  Do you seriously think they should continue to work as prostitutes?

Mrs ROBERTS:  I am not suggesting that.

Mr Prince:  Neither am I.  They should be dissuaded from doing that.  However, if even with the best counselling they still
carry on, should they not commit an offence?  I think the people would think they should.

Mrs ROBERTS:  The minister did not respond to one thing about which I interjected on the past two occasions he got to
his feet; yet every time I get to my feet he seems to be intent on wasting my time by arguing with me or over the top of me. 
The fact is that eminent health professionals, people who have made careers in public health, people who have worked in
these industries and people whom I believe have superior knowledge in this matter to the minister and government members,
say that if the Government enacts its legislation, prostitutes will not have the health checks.  I agree with the minister that
no-one with an infectious disease should have sex with anybody else - prostitute, client, people involved in a relationship
or whatever.  None of them should do that, and none of them should knowingly pass on a life threatening disease to anyone. 
That is the ideal world.  We could all put on our rose-coloured glasses and say, "Yes, that is the way it should be, and
anybody who is a naughty boy or a naughty girl should get locked away in jail for 20 years."  If, as a result of making law
like that, prostitutes, streetwalkers and everybody else in Perth are too scared to check with a doctor to ascertain whether
they have a disease which needs treating, nothing has been achieved.

That is largely the argument put by health professionals.  I  acknowledge that I am not an expert in this area; however, in
the past few weeks I have spoken with sufficient doctors and others who work with people who have acquired immune
deficiency syndrome and other diseases, who tell me that what the Government proposes will not work.  Valid arguments
exist for both points of view.  We can sit back and feel good because we are real tough lawmakers.  We can make it a serious
offence for anyone to pass on a disease knowingly, and we can make it punishable by 20, 30 or 40 years' imprisonment;
however, it will all count for nothing if the law does not work in practice.  Like most government members, the minister
needs a reality check to see what works.  

The Government's pigheaded approach to this legislation is a disgrace.  I am upset about it on behalf of all those people who
live in the areas which I used to represent as a member of the council of the City of Perth.  I still talk to those people, and
they have prostitutes and kerb crawlers in their streets, and their children are being propositioned.  On offer today is a chance
to put something in place.  The Government says the Council's amendments are inadequate and far from perfect, and it may
be right; however, they are better than nothing.  Nothing the minister has said so far today has demonstrated that having
nothing will be better than these amendments.  I have asked the minister to step back, to take a sensible attitude to it, to
consult widely with people - including the Opposition, affected persons and medical practitioners - and to take on board their
point of view, and to see what we can achieve by taking a bipartisan approach to this issue.  I make that offer because the
approach the Government has taken will go nowhere today.  

Unless we agree to the Bill as it was passed by the Council, we will have no legislation in place before next March or April. 
That being the case, the sensible thing for the Government to do is to back away from its amendments and to put this Bill
in place and accept that something is better than nothing; that is, some powers are better than no powers.  It was only at the
beginning of this year that the police said they wished they could impose a higher fine for loitering because a $40 or $50
fine is not enough to get people to move on.  Some worthwhile provisions remain in the Bill.  The Government should accept
those today.  I propose to work with the Government over the next couple of months with a view to amending the Bill in
March or April, rather than accepting this argy-bargy today of political point scoring and making legislation on the hop.

Mr PRINCE:  It is not legislation on the hop.  I refer the member for Midland to amendment No 23, which relates to clause
55, and the point she makes about sexually transmissible diseases.  Clause 55 is one of the averment clauses that deals with
the presumption of knowledge of sexually transmissible infection.  The Government's amendment brings in defences for a
person who has been undergoing medical examinations, regular blood tests, swabs and so forth for sexually transmissible
infections.  The girls who work in the well-run brothels do this anyway, and good on them.  The madams insist on it, and
good on them, too.  The Government's amendment deals with the few girls who do not do that.  The well-run brothels want
the Government's amendment.  I doubt that many people in society would agree with the proposition that to pass on a
sexually transmissible, life threatening infection should not be an offence.  The code deals with that only when people are
infected, in the grievous bodily harm section, or where they intend to do that.  Proof of intent is notoriously difficult.  Clauses
8, 9 and 17 of the Bill state that prostitutes who have a sexually transmissible, life threatening infection or a sexually
transmissible infection commit an offence if they work as prostitutes. 

That is a spur to them to have regular medical health checks.  It is an affirmant to those madams who run well operated
brothels and the prostitutes who take care of themselves that they are doing the right thing.  It is a warning and even a threat
to those who do not.  They are the people who the AIDS Council of Western Australia and the Family Planning Association
of Western Australia want to get within their purview to assist.  This law will help that to occur.  It is not anti-public health;
it will help it.

Mr KOBELKE:  The issues of sexual transmission of disease, health in the sex industry, regulation of the sex industry,
reduction in the prevalence of drugs in the sex industry and minimisation of the impact of organised crime on the sex industry
are important issues but those with which this Government is totally incapable of dealing.  This Bill did not purport to deal
with those issues.  As much as we would like that and could argue the point about how they should be dealt with, that was
not the intent of this Bill.  To convince the minister, the first sentence of his second reading speech states -

The Government is introducing legislation that it considers will give police increased powers better to control child
prostitution, street prostitution, kerb crawlers, and advertising and sponsorship.
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That was clearly the primary intent of the Bill.  We now find that for some reason prostitution is a no-go area for the
coalition.  The coalition had to be dragged screaming into taking action, but as soon as the opportunity arose to provide
effective legislation, it squibbed out.  It is trying to include procedures in the Bill that mean it cannot be enacted.  That is
the result of the Government forcing the Assembly to disagree with Council's amendments 3 and 4.  It will mean that we will
be back here in March, April or May next year to resolve the matter.  It will be six months before the people in Northbridge
and East Perth have some respite from the major problems associated with street prostitution.

Mr Prince:  I am sure with the assistance of the minor parties we will.

Mr KOBELKE:  This debate is about the Government's inability to face up to the issues.  That is evident in the second
paragraph of the minister's second reading speech, which reads -

The delay in presenting a Bill is not a result of any lack of commitment on the part of this Government to pursue
the reform of prostitution laws in Western Australia; -

What a surprise!

- indeed, the delay has been occasioned by the need to achieve a position on this issue, which, at the end of the day,
is not only acceptable to the community generally but also, in terms of effect, enforceable.

The Government's actions show those words to be a lie.  It is trying to ram through something that is not acceptable to the
community, on which the Government has not allowed proper debate.

Mr Prince:  You took it out in the other place.  We are not ramming through anything.

Mr KOBELKE:  The minister has told the public that the legislation would address street prostitution, child prostitution,
kerb crawlers, advertising and sponsorship.  The health issues were side issues.  However, when we vote on amendments
Nos 3 and 4, which deal only with sexually transmissible infection, that will result in delay to any effective legislative change
until well into next year.  The minister is saying once again that this matter is too difficult for the Court Government to
handle.  It has created a series of issues that will ensure the legislation will not be implemented by Christmas.

Mr Prince:  If your proposition were correct, we would accept what came back from the other place quietly and put the Bill
to one side.  As you say, disagreeing with this amendment will delay the passage of the legislation until March.  We truly
want to get the best law.

Mr KOBELKE:  The minister is saying we should drive the Rolls Royce or walk.  He said the Bill, as amended, will not
work.  Amendments Nos 3 and 4 have nothing to do with the effect of the Bill on child prostitution, street prostitution, kerb
crawling, advertising or sponsorship.  Legislation could be on the statutes by the end of the week that would give the police
more power, without amendments Nos 3 and 4 - the minister might not want to accept that it is adequate power - to deal with
those matters.  Therefore, amendments Nos 3 and 4 are totally unnecessary for the primary objectives of the Bill.

Mr Prince:  If we back the police powers to deal with street soliciting, children and so forth, we might as well put this back
in as well because it is good law.

Mr KOBELKE:  The point is that the minister does not have the choice.  If the minister wants something in place before
Christmas, he does not have the choice.  The Bill could be put through with the amendments, come back with further
amendments in March and be tidied up, which as our police spokesman, the member for Midland said, we will work with
the Government to expedite, or he will have nothing.  The minister chooses to have nothing.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (28)

Mr Barnett
Mr Barron-Sullivan
Mr Board
Mr Bradshaw
Dr Constable
Mr Court
Mr Cowan

Mr Day
Dr Hames
Mrs Hodson-Thomas
Mrs Holmes
Mr Johnson
Mr Kierath
Mr MacLean

Mr Marshall
Mr Masters
Mr McNee
Mr Minson
Mr Nicholls
Mr Omodei
Mr Pendal

Mr Prince
Mr Sweetman
Mr Tubby
Dr Turnbull
Mrs van de Klashorst
Mr Wiese
Mr Osborne (Teller)

Noes (15)

Ms Anwyl
Mr Brown
Mr Carpenter
Dr Edwards

Dr Gallop
Mr Graham
Mr Kobelke
Mr Marlborough

Mr McGinty
Mr Riebeling
Mr Ripper
Mrs Roberts

Mr Thomas
Ms Warnock
Mr Cunningham (Teller)

Pairs

Mrs Edwardes Ms MacTiernan
Mr House Mr McGowan
Mrs Parker Mr Grill

Question thus passed; the Council's amendments not agreed to.
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Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendments Nos 5 and 6 made by the Council be agreed to but amended in each case by inserting after "view"
the words "or within hearing ".

I will explain briefly.  This amendment has been added to restore the original wording of the offence of soliciting as it has
appeared in the Police Act since 1892.  This was necessary, in part due to the change of the definition of "public place". 
The way public place was defined in the original Bill was changed in the other place.  Therefore, it was deemed appropriate
to do this, particularly to avoid losing an important concept; that is, to stop prostitutes standing on the curtilage of private
property.  In this way prostitutes could not avoid the offence of "in a public place" because they are on a private curtilage,
although they are still soliciting.  

Mrs Roberts:  So it would be out of view but within hearing?

Mr PRINCE:  The offence would be within hearing but not in a public place because they are not on public curtilage; they
are on private curtilage.  Part of the intention of the original definition of public place was to gather in anybody who could
be seen to be in a place open to and used by the public.  There were objections to that in the other place which my friend,
the Attorney General, was prepared to agree to.  However, there are some consequential amendments as a result of
amendments Nos 1 and 2, and this is one of them.  If the concept of "view" only is included in the Bill, we might have
problems, so it was thought wise to add "or within hearing".  The change is simply to overcome what some people may try
to do, such as use a small, battery-powered loudspeaker.  Obviously that would be offensive to the public, but it would not
necessarily be an offence.

Mrs ROBERTS:  As a result of the vote on the previous amendments, the minister and the Government have ensured that
this Bill is unable to be put in place by the Parliament today and proclaimed before the end of the year to afford some
protection to the people of Northbridge, East Perth and elsewhere in the State.  I have said this is a matter of grave concern. 
I believe the minister has simply spat the dummy and taken his bat and ball and gone home.  He has stomped his little feet
and said:  "It is not exactly what I want and all the powers the Police Service wants are not in the Bill, so I will not approve
it today.  We will delay its passage, bring it back next March or April and have more discussions in the other House".  Until
the minister gets exactly what he wants, he is not prepared to concede at all.  This is most unfortunate.  We had the
opportunity today to put this legislation in place and provide some respite from street soliciting.  The legislation creates
offences for streetwalking and kerb crawling.  It provides some offences in the area of child prostitution and gives the police
powers to move people on.  It provides for the use of restraining orders, and allows the police the possibility of undercover
operations.  It also provides some significant penalties.

Mr Prince:  It is very well-drafted legislation.

Mrs ROBERTS:  All the things I mentioned are in the amended Bill, as we received it from the upper House.  With the last
vote, the minister and the Government have ensured this Bill cannot be in place before the end of the year.  The Minister
for Police introduced these amendments on the last sitting day, just before Christmas, when most members in the House look
as if they would rather go home.  I do not think that is the climate for debating this legislation.  I noted that the minister
sprung these amendments on the Opposition today.  We received no earlier courtesy.  The minister said the amendments
were not ready until today which is why he did not give them to me before now.  He said today was the earliest opportunity
he could give them to me, yet he tells me that I should have been aware of the Government's proposals because of the debate
that occurred in the other place last week.

Mr Prince:  That is right.

Mrs ROBERTS:  With the staff that he has in his ministerial office, I cannot for the life of me imagine why he could not have
sent a memo to me detailing the amendments he intended moving today.  I am disturbed about the priority that he gives to
things.

Given that this matter, because of the last vote, must be revisited in the other place, there is no point in debating the rest of
the Bill today.  Because of the last vote, we no longer have an opportunity to deal with this legislation today and have it
proclaimed before Christmas.  That being the case, on behalf of the Opposition, I intend to keep our powder dry on these
amendments.  We will offer no further comment on them at this stage and will debate them with the Government in the upper
House.

Mr KOBELKE:  I support the comments made by the member for Midland who is the opposition spokesperson on police
matters and therefore matters relating to prostitution.  The Government has again missed an opportunity here.  It is blind or
it does not understand the very serious problem this State has with prostitution.  The Government has not been able to deal
with it in a comprehensive way and cannot even deal with a small part of the problem, which is street prostitution and
juvenile involvement in street prostitution.  Those are not only major problems in a small number of Perth suburbs, but also
problems that have been evident for a considerable time, yet the Government has not been able to address the issue.  Because
of the last vote, the Government is saying that it would rather wait until March, April or May of next year to deal with the
legislation properly.  The Government has not been able to do anything properly in this area.  It is saying that the Bill, as
amended in the other House, will not work and that it undertakes to do it properly, which is laughable.  It has done nothing
proper with prostitution since it came into government.  It has been a total disaster.  The minister should talk to the people
who live in Northbridge about the problem on the streets that affect the women and their daughters there.

Mr Prince:  I do.

Mr KOBELKE:  The minister is not willing to deal with the issue.
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Mr Prince:  Yes, I am.

Mr KOBELKE:  The minister is saying that unless he can have our Rolls Royce - the very best legislation that does exactly
what he wants - the Government will do nothing.  That will not assist the people in Northbridge.  Another area in which this
Government has been totally remiss is juvenile prostitution.  The Minister for Family and Children's Services, who is
responsible for this area, answered a question in this place that she was aware of one case.

Mr Prince:  In the past few months.

Mr KOBELKE:  The past few weeks.

Mr Prince:  No, the answer was that there had been one report to Family and Children's Services, I think she said, in the
preceding two months.

Mr KOBELKE:  Regardless of the time, the question related to the extent of juvenile prostitution.  The answer given by the
minister to this Chamber, regardless of the minister's play with semantics, was that she was aware of one case.  We now
know through the Attorney General in the other place that it could be 20 or 30 cases.

Mr Prince:  That is because he got the information from me.

Mr KOBELKE:  Other estimates show that it could be in the order of 50 cases.

Mr Prince:  No.

Mr KOBELKE:  There is therefore a major problem with juveniles involved in prostitution on our streets and this
Government does not want to know about it.  That is absolutely horrendous.  This State will have another three to six months
with no additional legislation to help the Government deal with the problem.  This Government, as part of its excuse, refers
to changes that the Labor Government made back in the early 1990s.  It goes back to the start of the 1990s to try to find an
excuse, which shows the totally inadequate response from this Government to the problem. Again, today, we find that this
Government will opt out of dealing with a major area of prostitution which is all too hard for this Government.  That is a
total disgrace.  The people of this State, especially the residents of Northbridge and East Perth who are afflicted by these
problems, will say, "Hurry up and bring on the election.  Let us have a Labor Government which will give leadership on this
issue and make the legislative changes so that we can address this issue, because this Government has once more shown itself
to be totally incompetent in dealing with such an important issue as prostitution."

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs Holmes):  I remind members that they are speaking to the motion and the amendments before
us, as that has not been occurring.  

Question put and passed; the Council's amendments agreed to, subject to the Assembly's further amendment.

Council's amendments Nos 7 and 8 not agreed to.

Council's amendment No 9 agreed to.

Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendment No 10 made by the Council be not agreed to, and the following amendments be made instead -

Clause 14, page 9, after line 11 - To insert -

Penalty:  For an offence against subsection (1) or (2), imprisonment for 2 years.

Clause 14, page 9, lines 12 to 17 - To delete the lines and insert instead -

(2) Where an individual is required under section 25 to answer a question or otherwise give
information or produce anything neither -

Clause 14, page 10, lines 1 to 6 - To delete the lines and insert instead -

(4) Nothing in this Act prevents -

(a) an individual from refusing to answer a question or otherwise give
information or produce a document or other thing because the answer or
information might, or the document or thing contains information that might,
incriminate the individual or render the individual liable to a penalty; or

(b) a person from refusing to answer a question or otherwise give information or
produce a document or other thing because the answer or information would
relate to, or the document or thing contains, information in respect of which
the person claims legal professional privilege.

Question put and passed, the Council's amendment not agreed to and the Assembly's substituted amendments agreed
to.

Council's amendment No 11 not agreed to.

Council's amendment No 12 agreed to.
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Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendment No 13 made by the Council be not agreed to, and the following amendments be made instead -

Clause 25, page 15, lines 20 and 21 - To delete the lines and insert instead -

function in respect of an offence under section 7 or any offence involving a child -

Clause 25, page 16, line 5 - After "(1)" to insert -

to produce a document or other thing

Clause 25, page 16, line 18 - After "(1)" to insert -

to give information or answer a question

I make the point that that strictly limits those powers to child prostitution and sex slavery in accordance with the
commonwealth legislation dealing with sex slavery. 

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment not agreed to and the Assembly's substituted amendments agreed
to.

Mr PRINCE:  I move - 

That amendment No 14 made by the Council be agreed to but amended by inserting after "view" the words "or
within hearing".

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's further amendment.

Council's amendment No 15 not agreed to. 

Mr PRINCE:  I move - 

That amendment No 16 made by the Council be not agreed to and the following amendment be made instead - 

Clause 28, page 18, after line 14 - To insert - 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply unless the police officer has reason to believe that an
offence under section 7 or any offence involving a child has been, is being or may be
committed.

I make the obvious point that this explicitly states that the powers the police will have under clause 28 are related to child
involvement and prostitution. 

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment not agreed to and the Assembly's substituted amendment agreed
to.

Council's amendments Nos 17 to 21 not agreed to. 

Council's amendment No 22 agreed to. 

Mr PRINCE:  I move - 

That amendment No 23 made by the Council be not agreed to and the following amendments be made instead -

Clause 55, page 37, line 12 - Before "did" to insert - 

(a) had been undergoing medical examinations in accordance with subsection (3); and 

(b)

Clause 55, page 37, line 23 - Before "did" to insert - 

(a) had been undergoing medical examinations in accordance with subsection (3); and 

(b)

Clause 55, page 37, after line 24 - To insert - 

(3) A person undergoes medical examinations in accordance with this subsection if the
person has -

(a) regular blood tests, on at least a quarterly basis, for each sexually
transmissible infection for which blood tests are appropriate; and

(b) regular swab tests, on at least a monthly basis, for the purpose of detecting the
presence of any other sexually transmissible infection.

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment not agreed to and the Assembly's substituted amendments agreed
to.

Council's amendments Nos 24 and 25 not agreed to. 
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Mr PRINCE:  I move - 

That amendment No 26 made by the Council be agreed to.

This clause would have otherwise required the Health Department to make information available to the police on request. 
It has been removed. 

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Council's amendment No 27 not agreed to.

Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendment No 28 made by the Council be agreed to but be amended by inserting after "view" the words "or
within hearing". 

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's further amendment.  

Mr PRINCE:  I move  -

That amendment No 29 made by the Council be agreed to.

This is the amendment moved by Hon Giz Watson requiring the use of a prophylactic during an act of prostitution.  It is a
good statement of intent, but it does not sit well with the argument that provisions of this nature should be in the Health Act. 
This simply provides that a person will do this and that it is an offence not to, but there are no provisions relating to policing. 
In my lighter moments I have some strange ideas. 

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to.

Mr PRINCE:  I move -

That amendment No 30 made by the Council be agreed to but be amended by inserting after "view" the words "or
within hearing".

Question put and passed; the Council's amendment agreed to, subject to the Assembly's further amendment.

The Council acquainted accordingly.

PLANNING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 1998

Council's Message

Message from the Council received and read notifying that it insisted on its amendments to which the Assembly had
disagreed.

Council's Amendments - Consideration in Detail

The amendments on which the Council insisted were as follows -

No 1.

Clause 2, page 2, line 7 - To delete the words "is, or days as are respectively,".

No 2.

Clause 5, page 3, line 15 to page 5, line 17 - To delete the clause.

No 3.

Clause 6, page 5, line 18 to page 7, line 20 - To delete the clause.

No 4.

Clause 11, page 11, lines 19 to 24 - To delete paragraph (a).

No 5.

Clause 12, page 12, lines 10 to 17 - To delete the clause.

Mr KIERATH:  I move -

That the amendments Nos 1 to 5 insisted on by the Council be no longer disagreed to.

Dr EDWARDS:  The Opposition supports this motion.  The message and the Bill have had a long and tortuous history.  The
Bill was first read on 1 April 1998, and I do not know whether that was an omen.  It was debated in this place during 1998
and then went to the upper House.  It was debated and sent back to this place in 1999, and was finally considered in late
November. 

The Opposition is pleased that the minister accepts these amendments.  They reflect the Opposition's view that part of the
Bill was unacceptable.  I refer to the clauses which would have created a new appeal right against local government
decisions.  Members on this side are pleased that the minister accepts the amendments.  The Bill has important ramifications,
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particularly in respect of regional development orders and the head of power about planning fees.  The changes proposed
by the Labor Party will now be accepted and passed. 

Mr KIERATH:  In relation to the comments I have just heard from the member for Maylands, I made a statement in this
House that I was disappointed that these provisions were not accepted in the other place.  However, in return I have on
record statements from members of the Australian Labor Party, the Greens (WA) and the Australian Democrats that I have
certain powers under the current legislation which I should use on this issue.  I want members to be aware that in agreeing
to this motion, they are agreeing to my using my existing powers to deal with this issue.

Mr Kobelke:  No-one would ever give you carte blanche, minister, so do not assume it.

Mr KIERATH:  I thank the member for Nollamara very much.

Dr EDWARDS:  It seems that the Minister for Planning is making some sort of blackmail threat in saying that if we accept
these amendments, he will be exercising other powers and we are to blame for that.  Whatever the minister does with his
powers is his business and if the minister wants to use that tactic, it is up to him and I wish him well.

Question put and passed.  

The Council acquainted accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

MR BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [5.31 pm]:  I move -

That the House at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker.

This brings to an end a century of this Parliament.

Dr Gallop:  How many times have you said that over the past two or three weeks?

Mr BARNETT:  Well, I certainly hope it does.  As is traditional, I will make a few brief comments as our sittings conclude
for the calendar year.  For the record, the House sat for 425 hours during the year - over 61 days.  Seventy-seven government
Bills were introduced during the year and 54 Bills passed through both Houses of the Parliament.  Some of the more
noteworthy pieces of legislation include the School Education Bill, the Titles (Validation) Bill on native title, and the Gas
Corporation (Business Disposal) Bill for the sale of AlintaGas.  We had new sentencing and court security legislation,
prisons legislation, the Weapons Bill, the Acts Amendment (Police Immunity) Bill, the Midland Redevelopment Bill, a series
of measures related to the introduction of the federal goods and services tax, workers compensation legislation and
legislation to facilitate the northern and southern urban rail extensions and we had bipartisan support for legislation to
prohibit the storage of nuclear waste in Western Australia.  Items of legislation which will continue to be debated next year
include the Prostitution Bill, the Westrail legislation, the Department of Conservation and Land Management legislation and
the road traffic legislation.

It is also important to note that during the year new standing orders for the Legislative Assembly were adopted.  It was the
first significant reworking of the standing orders in 100 years.  I acknowledge the work done by the Speaker, the members
of the Procedure and Privileges Committee and the Clerks.  They all deserve to be congratulated for the reforms to our
standing orders.  We have a motion on the Notice Paper relating to the formation of portfolio-based standing committees
and the Government intends that motion to be debated early in the new year.

I pass on my appreciation to the Speaker and Deputy Speaker and to each of the Acting Speakers - the members for
Joondalup, Southern River, Thornlie, Mitchell, Ningaloo, Carine and Kalgoorlie.  I also thank the Opposition leaders of the
House - the member for Midland who had a daughter during the year, and the member for Nollamara - for their cooperation
and the integrity with which they have dealt with the legislation passing through this House, and for the arrangements we
have reached, but not necessarily on the legislation!  It is fair to say, and I readily acknowledge, that the arrangements
reached have been honoured throughout the year.  I thank the member for Bunbury, the Government Whip, for what is
probably a thankless task in trying to keep members here when they are faced with the attraction of drinking cappuccinos,
and other temptations, in the courtyard.  I acknowledge the work of the Premier, the Deputy Premier and ministers
throughout the year.  All backbench members and all Independent members have contributed significantly to the
parliamentary year.

I thank the members of the media, who spend as much time as we do in this place, for their work.  I am sure all members
will join me in thanking the Clerks - Peter McHugh, Doug Carpenter and John Mandy - who provide excellent service and
the most professional advice to all members of Parliament.  I thank the Chamber staff - Nigel, Keith, Nici, Tony, Ernie,
Victor and Ron - for all their attention and service to members and to this Parliament.  I thank the other parliamentary staff -
Russell Bremner, the Executive Manager, Parliamentary Services; Vince Pacecca and his staff; Neil Burrell and the Hansard
reporters who continue to provide a very high level of reporting of the events that take place in this Chamber; Enno Schijf,
Andrew Gardos and the catering and bar staff; Ken Craig and the parliamentary security officers; Judy Ballantyne and the
library staff; the gardeners and support personnel who work around the Parliament; and, in particular, David Klemm and
Sheila Mills, who do a great job in promoting this Parliament, especially to the school groups who come through the
Chamber and Parliament on almost every sitting day of the year.  Finally, I wish all members and their families, and all
parliamentary staff a very happy and safe Christmas and a happy new year and millennium, and I look forward to the first
sittings of the new millennium.
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MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [5.36 pm]:  I support the comments of the Leader of the House in relation to all of those
people who have been involved in the running of this Parliament.  I thank you, Mr Speaker, and all of the other people, who
have been referred to - those working in this Chamber, in the hospitality section, and in the grounds, whose work we often
take for granted.  The fact is that we have a well run Parliament.  Fortunately we are able to live within a democratic system. 
I thank the Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party, who is also the Leader of the House, and the Deputy Premier for their support
throughout the year to all ministers and other members of Parliament.  This Parliament does not work without some form
of cooperation.  Having spent 10 years in opposition, I know what it is like to deal with a Government of the day.  Leaving
politics aside, I think the Parliament has a degree of cooperation which enables our democratic system to work, regardless
of whether members are in government or opposition.

A recent work study indicated how many hours a week we work, and I think some of the conclusions are a bit light on.  Our
work commences pretty early each day and, more often than not, we seem to be driving home from working somewhere at
about one o'clock in the morning.  Unfortunately, those who suffer as a result of these hours are the members of our close
families.  I hope all members have an opportunity this Christmas to spend time directly with their families, and to try to catch
up a little on the many occasions, which usually include seven days and nights, when often our families are put second
because of the responsibilities that go with this job.  I, too, offer my best wishes to all the members, their families, and the
members of staff who operate this Parliament, for the forthcoming festive season.  This is a historic season as we enter 2000,
and I hope all people can celebrate this occasion as they wish. 

DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Leader of the Opposition) [5.40 pm]:  On behalf of the Opposition, I endorse the comments
of the Leader of the House and the Premier.  I comment on the work of Parliament in the knowledge I have received two
warnings already today!  From the Opposition's point of view, Parliament is a very important institution as the forum within
which it can criticise, attack and seek information from the Government.  Even though we may not always achieve what we
want from the Government, the processes of Parliament have not restricted us in our pursuits and activities.  We thank you,
Mr Speaker, and your staff for the role you play in that process. 

I know that members for Midland and Nollamara have cooperated with the Government on many occasions to facilitate the
business of the House.  The heat rises on occasions, which should be the case.  Sometimes the Opposition's timing in
introducing issues may not be suitable for the Government, but that is part of the process.  The processes on the floor of
Parliament work very well as a result of the cooperation which occurs.  The Opposition thanks the Government and the
Speaker for another successful year of parliamentary activity.  

I say a big thank you to all members of the parliamentary staff for helping the work of Parliament.  Undoubtedly, many
difficult issues arise which must be addressed.  We appreciate the support we receive from all parliamentary staff:  Hansard,
the Parliamentary Library, the Clerks, the Bills and Papers Office, the gardening, maintenance and kitchen staff and all play
a very important role.  We thank them all.  I take the opportunity to wish members of Parliament and parliamentary staff all
the best for Christmas, and I hope all have a healthy and prosperous 2000.

THE SPEAKER (Mr Strickland):  This is my one chance each year to say a few words to the House.  I commence by
indicating some facts about question time throughout the year.  Last year I was able to tell members that an average of
sixteen and a quarter questions without notice were asked each sitting day.  Last year we sat for 61 days and 991 questions,
including supplementary questions, were asked.  The Legislative Assembly sat for 65 days this year - so we worked more
days this years - and 1 024 questions were asked.  Unfortunately, the average number of questions asked a day slipped a little
to just under 16 questions.  However, we set a record of 23 questions asked in one day.  Overall, the results are pleasing. 

Dr Gallop:  How many answers were there, Mr Speaker?

The SPEAKER:  That is for me to know and for the Leader of the Opposition to worry about! 

Things have gone well on that front.  This is a historic year in many ways.  I thank the leaders in the House for their
comments.  I am very proud of the fact that our now named Procedure and Privileges Committee had the success of rewriting
the standing orders after 100 years, and was able to get the House to take on board those standing orders.  We still have a
little way to go as three or four issues need to be modified and concluded.  It was a major task.  I thank the Clerks at the
table - namely, Peter McHugh, Doug Carpenter and John Mandy - for that process, and the many other tasks they carried
out throughout the year.  I thank all members of that committee, which operated with cooperation.  I have been accused of
using culinary diplomacy:  As standing orders can be a fairly dry subject, the committee would often spend two or three
hours on the subject before lunch, and perhaps an hour after lunch in wrapping up our meetings.  Members looked forward
to attending for discussions and the lunch.

This year many small things have happened.  The Legislative Assembly committee room has been established, and I think
that has been very well used.  We have set a standard in furnishing that room, which should be the minimum standard to
which the Parliament aspires.  Three additional committee rooms have come on stream this year; that is, the Parliamentary
Services committee room, which is nearly always booked out, the Assembly committee room, and the small committee room
in the foyer for people meeting in small groups.

We have almost succeeded in removing all the partitioned corridor offices.  We still have the Assembly Bills and Papers
Office to go, but, quite bluntly, we have run out of space, and that is one of our problems.  Of course, we will be trying to
complete the installation of airconditioning in a few of the offices over the Christmas break.  We will be recarpeting.  We
have closed the dining room.  That has been done deliberately, firstly, to allow for the recarpeting of that area and, secondly,
to work on the reduction of Parliament's leave liability.  These are the types of matters about which the members do not
know.
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I will digress for a minute, because this is a success story in the Parliament - not necessarily so successful, from what I read
in the newspaper, for the Government.  The Parliament had a net reduction of 13.5 per cent of accrued leave in the 1998-99
year.  It has set a target that no staff member will have more than one entitlement of annual leave and long service leave
outstanding by the middle of next year.  This will represent a two-year reduction in leave liability of 30 per cent, which is
considerable.  Some staff had in excess of two entitlements of long service leave, and in one case six accruals of annual leave
were floating around.  Therefore, if members have not seen a few faces for a while, the reason is that those people have been
on leave.  I think this was a good initiative, and the parliamentary management deserves full credit for working hard to bring
us into a favourable situation.

Believe it or not, there was something like 100 different styles and models of chairs around this place, which is disgraceful. 
Some red chairs came from the railway refreshment rooms when they were closed down.  Most members know what I am
talking about.  There have been 14 different carpet styles.  We have had enough of that, and the policy is to standardise office
and corridor furniture.  We have a small amount of money, and over the break we will refurbish in a modest way, to the same
standard as in members' electorate offices, something like 30 members' offices.  If members have not heard about it, they
will be on the next list.  If they have heard about it, their belongings are probably in the corridor, because a fairly quick start
is being made on it.  We want to continue with these small upgrades to get the place into a reasonably tolerable situation for
members.

I thank my Deputy Speaker, who I think has caught an aeroplane to Geraldton.  However, he may see these comments in
Hansard.  The Deputy Speaker chaired the Parliament for three weeks when I was on Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association duties.  I am sure he enjoyed the experience and he did the job well.  I have a host of Acting Speakers these
days.  This is the only way members will gain the opportunity to know the rules and the standing orders of the Parliament. 
I am grateful for their help, because while they are chairing the Parliament I am often meeting an ambassador or doing a
range of other things that must be done in these modern days.  I thank the members for Thornlie, Kalgoorlie, Mitchell,
Carine, Ningaloo, Joondalup, the member for Southern River, who is out of her seat, and the member for Bunbury, who is
still on the list and who on rare occasions comes to the party if we need him.  I thank all those people very much for a job
well done.

Having made those points, I wish members a merry Christmas and a prosperous new year.  When I conclude and we pass
the relevant motions, we will have the annual opportunity to enjoy supper, albeit pre-dinner.  That will be in the cabinet
dining room.  This year I will buy a round of Christmas drinks as Speaker, so that everyone can have at least one drink.  I
wish members well. 

A range of people work in the Parliament, and as has been said, cooperation is important.  The Leader of the House and the
opposition leader of House business appear to have regular meetings, and that has helped the flow of business.  We have
had a bit of passion and that sort of thing.  However, generally, when one compares this House with other Parliaments, we
have reasonable standards.  If there are not, that is probably partly my fault. 

I will not single out individual departments.  Nearly all staff of the Parliament have received Christmas cards from me and
that is enough.  

I hope all members have a great Christmas.  I look forward to coming back for the last year before the millennium.  One of
my goals in the next year, apart from continuing some minor improvements, is to consider projects that may be appropriate
to come on stream to celebrate the real millennium which is a little over 12 months away.  This Parliament lacks a few things. 
I would appreciate any feedback from members who may have views on an appropriate way to recognise the millennium. 
The member for Cockburn has already suggested recognising former members of Parliament who served in the war effort,
as we have nothing to record that.  They are the sort of things that we should consider to bring this Parliament into modern
times.  I thank members one and all.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.53 pm
__________
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Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

RATE'S TINGLE

537. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

How is Rate's tingle (eucalyptus brevistylis) distinguished from yellow tingle (eucalyptus guilfoylei)?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

These two species are easily distinguished as follows:

Eucalyptus brevistylis, Rates Tingle
Tree to 40 m high.
Bark rough, yellow-brown, fibrous to stringy, longitudinally-fissured
Juvenile leaves cordate, to 9 X 6 cm
Mature leaves with numerous oil glands
Flowers in axillary umbels, 7-13- flowered
Peduncles terete or slightly flattened, 0.7-1.4 cm long
Buds on long pedicels, clavate to ovoid, shorter than the pedicels, to 0.3 X 0.3 cm, no scar
Stamens inflexed, outer ones without anthers (staminodes)
Fertile anthers versatile, reniform, opening by oblique, confluent slits
Fruit pedicellate, truncate-globose, wrinkled when dry, valves deeply enclosed
Flowers April - November
E and NE of Walpole

Eucalyptus guilfoylei, Yellow Tingle
Large forest tree 40-46 m high
Bark rough, dark grey, short-fibred and crumbly
Juvenile leaves ellipotical to ovate, 5-13 X 3-7 cm
Mature leaves apparently glandless
Flowers mostly in terminal panicles, 7-flowered
Peduncles flattened, 1-2.2 cm long
Buds sessile to shortly pedicellate, oblong to clavate, 0.8 -0.9 X 0.5 cm, scar present
Stamens somewhat twisted, mostly inflexed, all fertile
Anthers versatile, butterfly-shaped, opening by lateral or frontal pores
Fruit sessile, cupular to cylindrical, valves to rim level or slightly exerted
Flowers November - December
Deep River to Denmark River

A few technical terms may need explanation: 
clavate = club-shaped
cordate = heart-shaped
panicle = flowers with stalks alternating along a branching stem
peduncle = stalks of a flower cluster 
pedicel = stalk of an individual flower
sessile = without a stalk
umbel = flowers with stalks arising from a common point, resembling the stays of an umbrella

LANE FOREST, LOGGING

544. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How much did the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) receive in royalties for the
clearfelling of Lane Forest?

(2) How much did CALM spend on roading associated with Lane Forest?

(3) How much did CALM spend on supervising on site during the logging of Lane Forest?

(4) How much did CALM spend on the raising of karri seedlings subsequently planted in what was Lane Forest?

(5) How much did CALM spend on burning off then planting karri seedlings in what was Lane Forest?

(6) By what criteria does the Minister defend the logging of Lane Forest as being cost effective?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

I have assumed that the Member for Maylands is referring to harvesting coupe Lane 1(w), a coupe of approximately 21
hectares harvested in 1998, the subject of protest action and the implementation of a Temporary Control Area.  The reason
for this assumption is that from 1996 to 1999 approximately 330 hectares of Lane State forest has been clearfelled with
approximately 164 hectares regenerated to date. It would be difficult and time consuming to attempt to answer the questions
raised by the Member  for all the above coupes harvested in Lane State Forest.  The answers below refer only to Lane 1(w).

(1) $304,308.

(2) Approximately 2 kilometres of road was constructed to access Lane 1(w) at a cost of approximately $31,000.
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(3) Records are not kept specific to supervision in Lane 1(w).

(4) Approximately 36,000 karri seedlings were planted in Lane 1(w). The cost of purchase of these by the State Forest
Resources Business Unit from the Manjimup Plant Propagation Centre to cover cost of production was
approximately $7,400.

(5) The cost of burning for regeneration, site preparation and planting of karri seedlings is estimated at approximately
$12,000.

(6) CALM’s 1998/99 Annual Report contains data that there was a net operating surplus in the Native Forest
Management program of $14.298million for that period. Separate records are not kept for each coupe. However,
it can be seen from the information provided that the net revenues received from harvesting forest areas such as
Lane forest block, after making a significant contribution to the economy and employment of the south west, also
contribute to conservation and tourism projects such as past funding of Western Shield and the Tree Top Walk.

MOTOR VEHICLES, STAMP DUTY ON SALES

554. Ms McHALE to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

I refer to the increase in stamp duty on motor vehicle sales and ask the Minister -

(a) how many cars have been transferred since 1 July 1999;

(b) how many of these were valued at less than $20,000;

(c) how much additional revenue has been raised in the first two months of the new sliding scale compared with 1998-
99;

(d) how has the Government informed the community about the changes;

(e) how many vehicles incurred a reduction in stamp duty charges;

(f) what was the total amount of this reduction; and

(g) how much of this amount has been refunded to car owners?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) 40 240 from 1 July 1999 to 31 August 1999.

(b) 34 941.

(c) Nil – ($894 004 less than collected for the first two months of 1998-99).

(d) Transport provides vehicle transfer and stamp duty information through a “Help Line” together with an Internet
Website which includes a ‘Ready Reckoner’ to calculate the stamp duty payable.  The State Revenue Department
issued a circular to stakeholders and advised the Motor Traders Association and the WA Road Transport
Association.

(e) 33 090.

(f) $860 979.

(g) No refunds - (Reduced rates charged at time of payment).

PANGEA NUCLEAR WASTE DUMP, DISCUSSIONS

559. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) I refer to the Pangea Nuclear Waste Dump proposal and ask, has the Minister met with or spoken with the Pangea
consortium or any of its representatives or agents in relation to the proposal?

(2) What was the outcome of those discussions?

(3) Have any of the representatives of the Fremantle Port Authority met with the Pangea Consortium or any of its
agents?

(4) What was the context of those discussions?

(5) Have representatives of any other Port Authorities met with this consortium?

(6) What was the outcome of those discussions?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) No.
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(2) Not applicable.

(3) No.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) No.

(6) Not applicable.

SPORT AND RECREATION, PORTFOLIO CHANGES

564. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Will there be job losses or full time employee reductions in the Sport and Recreation portfolio or Ministry as a
result of the merging of the Coaching Foundation of Western Australia, Women Sport West, Sports International
and Aboriginal Sport and Recreation Foundation into the Ministry?

(2) If the answer to (1) above is yes, how many?

(3) How many director positions were there in the Ministry prior to the restructure?

(4) Was the executive director position of the Western Australian Sport and Recreation Council a fixed term position?

(5) Is it correct that the advertisement for the four director positions in the Ministry and their classifications actually
represent salary increases of around $60 000 per annum?

(6) Is the Minister aware of net financial savings from the portfolio changes in the sport system?

(7) If the answer to (6) above is yes, what are these savings?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1)-(7) The review and subsequent realignment of the Ministry of Sport and Recreation has seen a fundamental change
in how the services of the portfolio are delivered to the community.  The realignment was predicated on a service
delivery basis, not on a cost cutting basis.  The planned changes including the mergers of the Foundations into the
Ministry will, it is believed ensure a more relevant and better quality service is delivered to the sport and recreation
industry, government and the wider community.  With these mergers there will be no job losses or full-time
employee reductions within the sport and recreation portfolio.  It is necessary to note that the Foundations
mentioned are not regarded as part of the Government sport and recreation portfolio.  These are regarded as
independent organisations as per their legal status under the Associations Incorporation Act 1987.  Prior to the
realignment there were four directors positions within the Ministry and the executive director position of the Sport
and Recreation Council was a fixed term position.  These positions were made redundant and while four new
directors positions were created at a higher level, savings between $40 000 - $50 000  will be achieved because
of the reduction in number from five to four directors positions.  

TIMBER COMPANIES, RECEIVERSHIP OR DEREGISTRATION

573. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Have any timber companies or timber mills which the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM)
has contracts with, gone into receivership or been deregistered, since 30 June 1998?

(2) If yes, will the Minister state -

(a) the name of the company;
(b) the date the company went into receivership or was deregistered; and
(c) any financial liability owed to CALM?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) (i) Peter and Raelene Welsh
(ii) Whittakers Limited

(b) (i) Declared bankrupt 2 March 1999 
(ii) Placed in receivership 11 May 1999 

(c) Current financial liability is:

(i) Nil
(ii) $3,182,635.30

CALM, BREACH OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITION 2.2

574. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Does the Minister accept that the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) has breached
Environmental Condition 2.2 of the 1992 Ministerial Statement by not informing the Minister that, as a result of
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a downturn in Japanese woodchip demand, it will be leaving marri trees standing in jarrah coupes and focusing its
karri harvesting primarily on big trees with the potential to produce first-grade sawlogs?

(2) Has the Minister referred these changes in silvicultural practices to the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA)
for assessment, and if so, when?

(3) Does the Minister now accept that the intervention by Mr Michael Codd to mediate between CALM and the EPA,
who concluded that CALM had breached Environmental Condition 2.2, was a waste of time and taxpayers' money
because CALM has again breached this condition?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(2) A reduced requirement for woodchip has been considered by CALM. The silvicultural outcomes to achieve the
required forest management practices is being achieved in a manner consistent with Environmental Condition 2.2
of the 1992 Ministerial Statement. The Chairman of the Environmental Protection Authority has advised that the
Department of Environmental Protection investigated the matter and both the EPA and the DEP concluded that the
matters were of a level of operational detail below the threshold of significance which would warrant my referral
to the EPA.

(3) No, the report produced by Michael Codd was acknowledged by both the EPA and CALM as having the effect of
resolving the outstanding issues under consideration at the time.

KARRI FOREST INVENTORY

581. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to a statement on page 44 of the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) document Comprehensive Regional Assessment
which reads "Estimates of the karri forest resource derive from an inventory completed in 1984 and although the data are
updated through a sophisticated tracking and feedback system, a new inventory should be under consideration", and ask -

(a) was a new inventory of the karri forest resource undertaken as part of the RFA; and

(b) if not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a) No.

(b) The inventory data referred to are part of the database used in the calculation of the sustainable yield for the karri
forest.  The conclusion of Dr Turner, the independent reviewer of both the data and the methods used in calculating
the sustainable yields from the Karri forest, was they were “..adequate and appropriate and certainly rank among
the best in Australia in terms of comprehensiveness of the database, monitoring arrangements and growth
modelling.”  The suggestion that a new inventory should be under consideration recognises that the RFA is an
agreement for 20 years, and there have been new sampling designs evolved that in the future, might prove the cost-
effectiveness of obtaining data of a comparable quality.

CALM, COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

582. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the conclusion reached by the Environmental Protection Authority in Bulletin 912 that "CALM has yet to comply
with Condition 7-1 and 7-2.  The EPA understands that this may occur through the RFA process" and ask -

(a) has the Department of Conservation and Land Management abided by Environmental Conditions 7-1 and 7-2 set
out in the Ministerial Statement of 24 December 1992, concerning the protection of old growth karri and parts of
Beavis, Carey and Giblett blocks; and

(b) will the Minister explain to what extent each condition has been complied with?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a)-(b) In the Codd report of January 1999, the Environmental Protection Authority agreed that this condition would be
dealt with through the RFA process.  The RF process identified areas of high value old growth forest, areas of high
environmental value, areas of high aesthetic value, and areas of high social value. This information was considered
by State and Commonwealth governments in the development of the comprehensive, adequate and representative
reserve system for the RFA.  Additions of old growth karri forest to the reserve system, as a part of the RFA, are
in the following areas: the proposed addition to Beedalup National Park in Giblett forest block; the proposed new
National Park in Hawke forest block; the proposed additions to D'Entrecasteaux National Park in Dombakup and
Northcliffe forest blocks; the proposed additions to Mt Frankland National Park in Sharp, Collis and Swarbrick
forest blocks; and the proposed additions to Walpole-Nornalup National Park in Swarbrick forest block.

TRANSPORT, LAND AND ASSETS SALES

586. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the total value of land sales by -
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(a) Main Roads;
(b) Westrail;
(c) MetroBus/Transperth; and
(d) Department of Transport,

in -

(i) 1 January 1993 to 30 June 1993;
(ii) 1993-94;
(iii) 1994-95;
(iv) 1995-96;
(v) 1996-97;
(vi) 1997-98; and
(vii) 1998-99?

(2) What was the total value of asset sales (other than land) by -

(a) Main Roads;
(b) Westrail;
(c) MetroBus/Transperth; and
(d) Department of Transport;

in -

(i) 1 January 1993 to 30 June 1993;
(ii) 1993-94;
(iii) 1994-95;
(iv) 1995-96;
(v) 1996-97;
(vi) 1997-98; and
(vii) 1998-99?

Hon M.J. CRIDDLE replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

Main Roads Western Australia
(1)
Year Gross Sales

$M
1 January 1993-30 June 1993 1.720
1993-94 13.700
1994-95 3.955
1995-96 1.426
1996-97 5.845
1997-98 12.454
1998-99 8.173

(2)
Year Gross Sales

$M
1 January 1993-30 June 1993 0.023
1993-94 0.011
1994-95 0.011
1995-96 0.033
1996-97 0.108
1997-98 0.063
1998-99 0.065

MetroBus
(1) The total value of land sales by the Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust Trading as Transperth or

MetroBus in –

(i) 1 January 1993 to 30 June 1993 Nil.
(ii) 1993/94 Nil.
(iii) 1994/95 $3 789 000 Proceeds.
(iv) 1995/96 Nil.
(v) 1996/97 Nil.
(vi) 1997/98 $1 000 000 Book Value.

$   977 000 Proceeds.
(vii) 1998/99 $1 200 000 Book Value.

$1 200 000 Proceeds.

(2) The total value of asset sales (other than land) by the Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport Trust Trading as
Transperth or MetroBus in – 

(i) 1 January 1993 to 30 June 1993 $997 000 Proceeds.
(ii) 1993/94 $793 000 Proceeds.
(iii) 1994/95 $71 860 000 Book Value.

$71 482 000 Proceeds*
(*Includes sale of Infrastructure to Department of Transport at agreed value.)

(iv) 1995/96 $66 931 000 Book Value.
$92 922 000 Proceeds*

(*Includes sale of Bus Fleet to Department of Transport at an agreed independent
valuation.)
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(v) 1996/97 $760 415 Book Value.
$676 288 Proceeds.

(vi) 1997/98 $2 812 405 Book Value.
$1 304 674 Proceeds.

(vii) 1998/99 $593 092 Book Value.
$531 505 Proceeds.

Department of Transport
(1) (d) Department of Transport.

(i)-(iv) Nil.
(ii) $2 095 000.
(iii) Nil.
(iv) $1 448 000.

(2) (d) Department of Transport.
(i) 17 000.
(ii) 670 000.
(iii) 880 000.
(iv) 1 230 000.
(v) 1 584 000.
(vi) 3 357 000.
(vii) 826 000.

The 1992/93 figure represents a full year figure due to the unavailability of details enabling a split between the two six-
monthly periods.  Figures for 1994/95 and later years may include asset sales relating to Transperth which cannot be
separately identified.

Westrail
(1)(b)-(2)(b)

Prior to 30 June 1995, Westrail did not separately identify the sale of land from the sale of other assets in its accounting
system.  The following information, for the period 1 January 1993 to 30 June 1995, represents the combined proceeds of
land and other assets sold, less the written down value and other costs associated with disposals:

(i) 1 January 1993 to 30 June 1993 $2.829 million.
(ii) Financial year 1993/1994 $2.253 million.
(iii) Financial year 1994/1995 $1.959 million.

The following information represents the actual proceeds from land sales, and proceeds from assets other than land sales,
less the written down value and costs associated with disposal; for the period 1 July 1995 to 30 June 1999.

Other than
Land Sales Land Sales

(i) Financial year 1995/1996 $0.747 million $2.041 million.
(ii) Financial year 1996/1997 $5.851 million $1.193 million.
(iii) Financial year 1997/1998 $7.434 million $0.634 million.
(iv) Financial year 1998/1999 $4.337 million ($0.155 million)*

* $0.155 loss resulted from the proceeds from the sale of the disposed assets realising less than their written down value.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, JARRAH, KARRI AND MARRI HARVEST

589. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

Under the Regional Forest Agreement what is the total available harvest, including "other sawlogs" and chip logs, for -

(a) jarrah;
(b) karri; and
(c) marri?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

The Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) does not directly specify log products other than first and second grade jarrah and
karri sawlogs, and marri sawlogs. Other log products are as a consequence of integrated harvesting operations conducted
to supply first and second grade sawlogs, or forest management operations to produce that material.  Under the RFA, the
State and Commonwealth Governments agreed that Western Australia’s forest management systems, including the Forest
Management Plan 1994-2003 (FMP), provide for ecologically sustainable forest management. The FMP contains reference
to the total timber resource available for harvest, such as “other sawlogs”. 

CALM, REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT REDUNDANCIES

603. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the Executive Director of the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) or any CALM
officer indicated to any employee of CALM that they may lose their job as a result of the implementation of either
the original or the revised Regional Forest Agreement?

(2) If yes, to what number of employees was this indication given?
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Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) No.  

(2) Not applicable.

FORESTS AND FORESTRY, NANNUP SUPPLY AREA

607. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) For each of the jarrah and marri, what volume of -

(a) premium;
(b) first grade;
(c) second grade;
(d) third grade;
(e) chiplogs; and
(f) charcoal logs, is currently contracted to come from the Nannup supply area?

(2) To which companies are the logs contracted, and for what volumes?

(3) (a) What volumes of each grade of logs will be available from the Nannup supply area under the Regional
Forest Agreement;

(b) to whom will these volumes be contracted?

(4) When Bunnings closes its Nannup operation and consolidates at Deanmill, will it continue to receive logs from the
Nannup supply area?

(5) If the answer to (4) above is yes, what volumes and grades?

(6) Has the interim Forest Industry Advisory Committee (FIAC) provided any advice to either the Department of
Conservation and Land Management or the Government, or been involved in any way in discussions with any party
on any aspect of the future of the Nannup mill, including the relocation of the Bunnings' operation to Deanmill?

(7) If the answer to (6) above is yes, what was that advice and/or involvement?

(8) Has Mr Ron Adams of Bunnings, a member of the interim FIAC, been involved in that advice or discussion?

(9) Has the interim FIAC met on any occasions?

(10) If the answer to (10) above yes, are there any minutes of those meetings, and will the Minister table them?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a) None
(b) 53,700 cubic metres of jarrah
(c) 9,500 cubic metres of jarrah
(d) 1,703 cubic metres of jarrah
(e)-(f) No specific quantities of chiplogs or charcoal logs are contracted to be supplied from the Nannup Timber

Supply Area as these log products are derived from the remaining portions of felled tree boles below
sawlog specifications after first or second grade sawlog has been obtained, together with log timber from
those trees which do not contain first or second grade sawlog but which are felled as part of a silvicultural
operation. 

(2) Bunnings Forest Products Pty Ltd: 53,000 cubic metres jarrah first grade sawlogs Southwest Sawmill Co Pty Ltd:
700 cubic metres jarrah first grade sawlogs Coli Timber Products:  5,000 cubic metres jarrah second grade sawlogs
Southwest Sawmill Co Pty Ltd: 4,500 cubic metres jarrah second grade sawlogs Darradup Contractors 403 cubic
metres jarrah third grade sawlogs R J & R Gilchrist: 500 cubic metres jarrah third grade sawlogs Southwest
Sawmill Co Pty Ltd: 800 cubic metres jarrah third grade sawlogs

(3) (a) The yield projections undertaken for the Regional Forest Agreement were not segregated into the
administrative supply areas.  The use of ‘supply area’ categories is for administrative convenience in
managing field operations and does not necessarily relate to yield schedules, because logs can be supplied
to a range of customers across the traditional ‘supply area’ boundaries.  

(b) Variations to contracted quantities as a result of the RFA are still under consideration.

(4)-(5) Variations to the existing contracts with Bunnings Forest Products Pty Ltd for jarrah sawlog are still under
consideration.

(6) No.

(7)-(8) Not applicable.

(9) Yes.

(10) Minutes were recorded for each meeting.  I am not prepared to release the minutes at this time.
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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, CONEY STEVENS PROJECT MANAGEMENT PTY LTD

671. Ms McHALE to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many contracts were awarded to Coney Stevens Project Management by agencies and departments under the
Minister's control in -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98; and
(c) 1998-99?

(2) For each contract, will the Minister state -

(a) the project that the contract was awarded for;
(b) the date that the contract was awarded;
(c) the expiry date of the contract;
(d) the value of the contract;
(e) did the contract go to tender; and
(f) how many companies or individuals submitted tenders?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

Fremantle Port Authority
(1) (a) One (referenced A).

(b) Two (referenced B and C).
(c) One (referenced D).

(2) (a) (A) Project Management and Contractual Procedures relating to Safety.
(B) Preparation of Contract Documents in line with AS4300.  Contract Labour Hire.
(C) Contract Labour Hire.
(D) Engineering Consultancy.

(b) (A) 30 June 1997.
(B) 13 November 1997.
(C) 20 March 1998.
(D) 11 May 1999.

(c) (A) 23 July 1997.
(B) 21 November 1997.
(C) 26 June 1998.
(D) 19 May 1999.

(a) (A) $1 200.
(B) $10 453.
(C) $33 005.
(D) $4 336.

(e) (A)-(B)
No.

(C)-(D)
Yes.

(f) (A)-(B)
One.

(C) Four.
(D) Three.

Department of Transport
(1) (a) Nil.

(b) Two.
(c) One.

(2) (a) (A) 168/97 - Panel Contract consultants – Perth/Mandurah Railway Planning Project.
(B) 15/98 - Consultancy Services for Project Management under the Perth to Mandurah Railway

Planning project.
(C) 314/98 - Project Management Services new Booragoon Bus Station.

(b) (A) 8 January 1998.
(B) 23 February 1998.
(C) 5 January 1999.

(c) (A) 11 January 2000.
(B) 31 July 1998.
(C) Approximately 30 April 2000.

(d) (A) This is a Panel Contract.
(B) $53 680.27.
(C) $62 100.00.

(e) (A) Yes.
(B)-(C)

No.
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(f) (A) 51.
(B) Three.
(C) One.

ROADS, VICTORIAN COMPANIES CONTRACTED TO PAINT WHITE LINES

675. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that Main Roads has contracted Victorian companies to paint the white lines on our
roads?

(2) If so, will the Minister explain why a Western Australian company has not been contracted to do the work?

(3) If not, will the Minister explain why a company painting the white lines on our roads is using vehicles with
Victorian number plates?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1)-(3) The company referred to by the member for Armadale is a Western Australian company which had most of its
previous work in Victoria.

VEHICLE WEIGHTS, CHANGE

680. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the increase in the weights of several utilities, used for truck driver training and
obtaining B and C class licences, which were brought about after lobbying from driving schools amounted to only
one kilogram?

(2) Will the Minister also confirm that these changes occurred as a result of a recalculation of previous metric
conversion of imperial data that had originally been provided by the manufacturers of the vehicles?

(3) Will the Minister advise -

(a) when the calculation was done;

(b) the number of vehicles whose aggregate mass was increased as a result of the recalculation;

(c) the make, model, class, series, year of manufacture and registration identification of each of those
vehicles;

(d) the imperial mass figure on which each recalculation was based;

(e) the source of the imperial mass figure if it was other than the vehicle manufacturer's compliance plate on
the vehicle; and

(f) whether as a result of the recalculation, any alteration was made to the recorded licensing details of each
vehicle; and

(g) if so, what was the alteration?

(4) How many other vehicles of the same make, model, series and/or class are registered in Western Australia?

(5) At the time of recalculation, was the aggregate mass of those other vehicles also altered and, if not, why not?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1)-(5) I became aware of the issues canvassed in the questions following representations made from a member of the
driving instruction industry.  As a result of these representations I wrote to the Director General of Transport
expressing my concern and seeking advice from him.  The Director General of Transport has subsequently
introduced measures which address the referred issues.  On 28 September 1999, the Director General of Transport
announced the introduction of minimum standard assessment vehicle requirements for existing heavy vehicle
drivers licence classes B, C, F and H, effective from 15 October 1999.  This means that an applicant for a licence
must demonstrate their skills in a vehicle representative of the licence class rather than using the smallest vehicle
in the class for the assessment and then immediately qualifying to drive the largest vehicle in that class.  Licence
applicants holding current B, C, F or H class learners permits, issued before 15 October 1999, will be allowed to
undertake their driving assessment in vehicles that satisfied assessment requirements prior to 15 October 1999. 
New applicants for drivers licence classes B, C, F and H who obtain their learners permit on or after 15 October
1999, will be required to comply with the new minimum vehicle assessment standards for the relevant class.  Any
licence issued will be restricted to the types of vehicle in which the assessment was undertaken.

WESTRAIL PASSENGERS, FARE EVASION

683. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) How many Westrail passengers were fined for fare evasion in the following years -
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(a) 1993-94;
(b) 1994-95;
(c) 1995-96;
(d) 1996-97;
(e) 1997-98;
(f) 1998-99; and
(g) so far in 1999-2000?

(2) What was the total amount of fine revenue collected from these fare evading passengers in the above mentioned
years?

(3) How many Westrail passengers failed to pay their fines for fare evasion in each of the above mentioned years?

(4) How much revenue was forgone as a result of these people failing to pay their fines?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) (a)-(g) The number of passengers issued with an infringement notice for fare evasion in the 1993/1994 financial
year and for the first half of the 1994/1995 financial year is not available from Westrail records.

The number of passengers issued with an infringement notice for fare evasion for the second half of the
1994/1995 financial year, the financial years 1995/1996 to 1998/1999 and from July to September 1999
inclusive, is as follows:

1994/1995(second half only) 4 510
1995/1996 16 760
1996/1997 27 458
1997/1998 34 207
1998/1999 44 919
July to September 1999 inclusive 6 154

(2) Information for the financial year 1993/1994 and for the first half of the 1994/1995 financial year is not available
from Westrail records. 

$
1994/1995 (second half only) 74 150
1995/1996 179 550
1996/1997 323 800
1997/1998 348 150
1998/1999 439 050
July to September 1999 inclusive 115 658

(3) Information for the financial year 1993/1994 and for the first half of the 1994/1995 financial year is not available
from Westrail records.  The following information includes all infringement notices for which fines have not been
paid, including those withdrawn, those resulting in a caution being issued and those currently with the Fines
Enforcement Registry for recovery.

1994/1995 (second half only) 3 027
1995/1996 13 170
1996/1997 22 948
1997/1998 28 552
1998/1999 37 605
July to September 1999 inclusive 6 141

(4) Information for the financial year 1993/1994 and for the first half of the 1994/1995 financial year is not available
from Westrail records.

     $
1994/1995 (second half only) 151 350
1995/1996 658 500
1996/1997 1 147 400
1997/1998 1 427 600
1998/1999 1 880 250
July to September 1999 inclusive 307 050

WESTRAIL PASSENGERS, FARE EVASION

684. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

How many Westrail passengers were charged with fare evasion on the following lines -

(a) Fremantle;
(b) Armadale;
(c) Midland: and
(d) Joondalup,

in each of the financial years from 1993-94 to 1998-99?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:
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The number of passengers charged with fare evasion (issued with an infringement notice) in the 1993/1994 financial year
and in the first half of the 1994/1995 financial year is not available from Westrail records.  The number of people charged
with fare evasion (issued with an infringement notice) in the second half of the 1994/1995 financial year and in the financial
years from 1995/1996 to 1998/1999, on each of the four lines and at Perth station, is as follows:

1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/1998 1998/99
       (second half only)

Fremantle line 496 1 682 3 400 5 376 5 984
Armadale line 1 622 7 363 13 111 13 132 13 648
Midland line 473 2 031 3 900 5 896 7 996
Joondalup line 960 2 741 5 704 7 684 13 865
Perth station 959 2 943 1 343 2 119 3 426

WESTRAIL, FARE EVASION SQUAD

685. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) As at 1 July 1999, how many FTEs were employed in Westrail's fare evasion squad and what levels are these
officers?

(2) Are any additional FTEs budgeted to be employed in the fare evasion squad in the 1999/2000 financial year?

(3) If yes, how many?

(4) What levels will these officers be?

(5) How many FTEs were employed in the fare evasion squad in the following years -

(a) 1993-94;
(b) 1994-95;
(c) 1995-96;
(d) 1996-97;
(e) 1997-98; and
(f) 1998-99?

(6) What levels were these FTEs in the above mentioned years?

(7) What is the total estimated wages budget for the fare evasion squad in 1999-2000?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) Westrail’s fare evasion squad has ten members.  Two members are Westrail employees at level three (Railway
Employees’ Award).  The other eight members are employed by Chubb Security Services Australia Pty Ltd and
provided to Westrail under a contract with that company.

(2) No.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.

(5) (a)-(c) Prior to the 1996/1997 financial year Westrail did not operate a fare evasion squad. Ticket checking was
carried out by senior passenger assistants in addition to their normal customer service duties.

(d) Six Westrail customer services assistants were employed on full-time fare evasion duties from August
1996. 

(e) Six Westrail customer service assistants were employed on full-time fare evasion duties from July 1997
to December 1997. Two Westrail customer service assistants, and eight employees provided under
contract by Chubb Security Services Australia Pty Ltd, were employed on full-time fare evasion duties
from December 1997 to June 1998.

(f) Two Westrail customer service assistants and eight employees provided under contract by Chubb Security
Services Australia Pty Ltd.

(6) The Westrail customer service assistants are level three (Railway Officers’ Award).

(7) The annual wages budget for the two Westrail customer service assistants is $91 931 (including overheads).  The
annual contract cost for the provision of eight members of the fare evasion squad provided by Chubb Security
Services Australia Pty Ltd is $349 440.  It should be noted that there are additional administrative costs to those
above associated with the revenue recovery process.

WESTRAIL, FARE EVASION SQUAD

686. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

What was the total estimated and the total actual funding allocated to Westrail's fare evasion squad in the following years -
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(a) 1993-94;
(b) 1994-95;
(c) 1995-96;
(d) 1996-97;
(e) 1997-98;
(f) 1998-99; and
(g) 1999-2000?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a)-(c) Prior to the 1996/1997 financial year Westrail did not operate a fare evasion squad.

(d) Actual - $433 828*
(e) Actual - $440 752*
(f) Actual - $670 012*
(g) Estimated - $845 713*

* Includes associated administrative costs associated with the revenue recovery process.

WESTRAIL, FARE EVASION FINES

687. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

How many fare evasion fines were waived or resulted in a caution being issued in the following years -

(a) 1993-94
(b) 1994-95;
(c) 1995-96;
(d) 1996-97;
(e) 1997-98;
(f) 1998-99; and
(g) so far in 1999-2000?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a)-(g) The number of fare evasion infringement notices issued in the 1993-94 financial year and for the first half of the
1994-95 financial year, which were waived or resulted in a caution, is not available from Westrail records.  The
number of fare evasion infringement notices issued for the second half of the 1994-95 financial year, the financial
years 1995-96 to 1998-99 and from July to September 1999 inclusive, which were waived or resulted in a caution,
is as follows:

1994-95 (second half only) 1 414
1995-96 5 456
1996-97 11 282
1997-98 13 896
1998-99 22 782 (to date)
July to September 1999 inclusive 53 000

WESTRAIL, FARE EVASION COURT CASES

688. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

How many Westrail fare evasion cases proceeded to court in the following years -

(a) 1993-94;
(b) 1994-95;
(c) 1995-96;
(d) 1996-97;
(e) 1997-98;
(f) 1998-99; and
(g) so far in 1999-2000?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a)-(g) The number of fare evasion cases which proceeded to court for the 1993-94 financial year and the first half of the
1994-95 financial year, is not available from Westrail records.  The number of fare evasion cases which proceeded
to court for the second half of the 1994-95 financial year, the financial years 1995-96 to 1998-99 and from July
to September 1999 inclusive, is as follows:

1994/1995 (second half only) 1 611
1995/1996 5 134
1996/1997 7 145
1997/1998 11 083
1998/1999 14 746
July to September 1999 inclusive 1078
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DENTAL SERVICES, WAITING LISTS

696. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

What are the latest figures for people waiting for dental work at each of the metropolitan dental hospitals and other
Government dental clinics in terms of average waiting times and the total number of people waiting for treatment?

Mr DAY replied:

PERTH DENTAL HOSPITAL AND COMMUNITY DENTAL SERVICES – WAITING TIMES FOR TREATMENT AS
AT 30 NOVEMBER 1999

Perth Dental Hospital 3187  9 months
Fremantle 1221  7 months
North Perth    224  2 months
Liddell (Victoria Park)   531  3 months
Swan   285  2 months
Sir Charles Gairdner   103  3 months
Rockingham   499  2 months
Warwick 1378   7 months
Mt Henry     57   3 months
Albany    324   8 months
Bunbury    922   8 months
Vasse      52   5 months
Geraldton    165   8 months
Boulder      96   3 months

_____
Total  9044

Country Patients Dental Subsidy Scheme

   961 4 months
____

Total:    961

An additional amount of $300,000 was provided in the 1998/99 financial year to the Country Patients’ Dental Subsidy
Scheme to assist in reducing the waiting list for dental services in the country.  A number of initiatives are being considered
to assist in reducing the waiting lists at Perth Dental Hospital and Community Dental Services.  These include an additional
$370,000 to reduce the waiting time for patients requiring partial dentures or who have been on the waiting list for longer
than 8 months.  An additional $1m is also being provided to assist in extending emergency and urgent dental care, and
extending eligibility.

DENTAL SERVICES, NUMBER OF TREATMENT CHAIRS

698. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many dental treatment chairs does each of the dental hospitals and other Government dental clinics have?

(2) Are there any plans to close any of the treatment centres and if so, which ones?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Perth Dental Hospital (includes General Practice areas, Specialist areas,
Dental School Patients Clinic, Outstations and Prisons, Faculty) 121
Fremantle Dental Clinic     8
Liddell Dental Clinic   7
Swan Dental Clinic   8
Mt Henry Dental Clinic   4
Sir Charles Gairdner Dental Clinic   4
Shalom Coleman Dental Clinic   7
Warwick Dental Clinic   9
Rockingham Dental Clinic   8
Bunbury Dental Clinic     5
Albany Dental Clinic   4
Vasse Dental Clinic       2
Geraldton Dental Clinic   3
Goldfields Dental Clinic   2
Itinerant (Perth)   1
Leonora Dental Clinic   1
Mobile (Leonora)   1
Derby Dental Clinic (including itinerant)   3
Exmouth Dental Clinic (inc Onslow)   2
Fitzroy Crossing (incl Halls Creek)   3
Meekatharra Dental Clinic   1
Meekatharra Mobile   1
Hedland Dental Clinic (incl Itinerant No: 4)   3
Ravensthorpe Dental Clinic (incl Community Dental Unit No: 1)   3
Community Dental Unit No: 2   2
Community Dental Unit No: 3   2

TOTAL: 215

NOTE:  Does not include dental treatment chairs located at School Dental Therapy Centres.
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(2) Teaching and specialist chairs at the Perth Dental Hospital will be closed once the new Western Australian Centre
for Oral Health is operational and further consideration is being given to the number of general practice chairs
needed at the Perth Dental Hospital once WACOH is established.

ROADS, KIMBERLEY REGION

700. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) With respect to the following road projects in the Kimberley Region -

(a) Kalumburu Road;
(b) Ord Farm Roads;
(c) Tanami Road (Halls Creek);
(d) Broome Bypass;
(e) Derby Road (Great Northern Highway to Curtin Airbase);
(f) Gibb River Road (between Derby and Wyndham);
(g) Wyndham Spur,

has a contract been awarded?

(2) For each contract awarded -

(a) on what date was the contract awarded;
(b) who was the contract awarded to;
(c) what was the cost of the contract;
(d) when will the project be completed; and
(e) if completed, what was the final cost of the contract?

(3) If a contract has not been awarded -

(a) when will a contract be awarded;
(b) what is the estimated cost of the project; and
(c) when is the estimated completion date of the project?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) (a) No.
(b) Stage 1 – Yes, Stage 2 – No.
(c)-(f) No.
(g) Yes.

(2) Ord Farm Roads – Stage 1
(a) 18 February 1997.
(b) J J McDonald & Sons Engineering Pty Ltd
(c) $9 304 126.43.
(d) Completed 23 December 1997.
(e) $9 604 198.25.

Wyndham Spur
(a) 25 June 1999.
(b) BGC Contracting Pty Ltd.
(c) $5 571 202.15.
(d) December 1999.
(e) Not applicable.

(3) Kalumburu Road
(a) 2008.
(b) $10 million.
(c) 2009.

Ord Farm Roads – Stage 2
(a) 2006.
(b) $25 million.
(c) 2007.

Tanami Road (Halls Creek)
(a) 2003.
(b) $10 million.
(c) 2005.

Broome Bypass
(a) 2006.
(b) $3.7 million.
(c) 2006.

Derby Road (Great Northern Highway to Curtin Airbase)
(a) 2001.
(b) $9.1 million.
(c) 2002.

Gibb River Road (between Derby and Wyndham)
(a) Funded over a 10 year period with funds available every year. First year construction was carried out by

Main Roads direct managed works in 1999. First Contract to be awarded for this work will be in 2000.
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(b) $23.3 million.
(c) 2008

ROADS, GREAT SOUTHERN REGION

701. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) With respect to the following road projects in the Great Southern Region -

(a) widening and improvements to the Plantation Farm Roads;
(b) widening and sealing of Settlement Road (Narrikup Abattoir project);
(c) Albany-Lake Grace Road (Branson Road to Broomehill Road);
(d) Albany Highway (Kojonup to Albany);
(e) Albany Highway (to Ring Road);
(f) Albany Ring Road (Albany Highway to Albany Port Road);
(g) Muirs Highway (Hay River to Mt Barker);
(h) Muirs Highway (Mt Barker);
(i) Port Road (Great Southern);
(j) South Coast Highway (extend four lanes);
(k) South Coast Highway (Bakers Junction to Howie);
(l) South Western Highway (Denmark to Walpole);
(m) South Western Highway (Ring Road to Albany Highway),

has a contract been awarded?

(2) For each contract awarded -

(a) on what date was the contract awarded;
(b) who was the contract awarded to;
(c) what was the cost of the contract;
(d) when will the project be completed; and
(e) if completed, what was the final cost of the contract?

(3) If a contract has not been awarded -

(a) when will a contract be awarded;
(b) what is the estimated cost of the project; and
(c) when is the estimated completion date of the project?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) (a) No.
(b) Not applicable (local government project utilising a mix of in-house and contract resources).
(c)-(i) No.
(j) Not applicable (construction by Day Labour).
(k)-(m) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The road projects under question form part of Main Roads’ Ten Year Road Program.  This program is re-prioritised
annually and adjusted to suit available funding.  Many of the “projects” span a number of years and are likely to
comprise a number sub-projects or contracts.  Many of these projects are at the early stages of planning and are
not fully scoped.  Hence the accuracy of time and cost information varies from project to project.

Project Estimated Cost Estimated
(Millions) Timing

(a) $10.4 2004
(b) $6.0 1999-2000
(c) $33.7 2002-2007
(d) $28.7 2001-2004
(e) $2.0 2005
(f) $16.1 2005
(g) $15.5 2002-2005
(h) $9.7 2001
(i) $2.0 2005
(j) $1.7 1999
(k) $2.2 1999-2000
(l) $16.8 2000-2002
(m) $2.2 2006-2007

Notes: (d) costs include Kojonup north section.
(g) project is Muirs Highway (Pardelup River to Mount Barker).
(h) Assumed to be Mount Barker Northern Bypass Project.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, WESTERN PACIFIC CONSULTING

728. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Has the company 'Western Pacific Consulting' provided any form of service for departments under the Minister's
control?
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(2) If yes -

(a) what was the nature of the service;
(b) when was the service provided; and 
(c) what was the cost of the service?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

Albany Port Authority
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Training.

(b) May 1997.
(c) $370.

Fremantle Port Authority
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Procurement Training Programs.

(b) August 95 to July 97 and April and November 98.
(c) $4 716 total.

Main Roads Western Australia
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Facilitating

Training
Probity Auditing
Total Quality Management
Position Classification.

(b)-(c) Since 1993 payments made to “Western Pacific Consulting Group” for the above range of services are
as follows:
1993/94 $15 870.00
1994/95 $48 833.24
1995/96 $86 504.32
1996/97 $99 274.15
1997/98 $31 073.60
1998/99 $15 478.70
1999/00 $11 935.10

Port Hedland Port Authority
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Regional purchasing course – Karratha.

(b) 6 July 1998.
(c) $1 000 for two attendees.

Rail Freight Sale Task Force
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Probity Auditor Services.

(b) This answer provided by the Department of Transport.
(c) A full report will be provided to Parliament on completion of the sale and lease, which will incorporate

the total payment under this consultancy.

Department of Transport

(1) Yes.

(2) a)  b) c)
What was the nature of the service When was the service provided What was the cost of the service

Consultancy Services September 1995
October 1998 $9 820.00

Probity Auditor Services August 1995
September 1995
February 1998
April 1998
July 1998
December 1998
February 1999
June 1999 $31 042.50

Production of Tender
Documents June 1995

August 1995
December 1995 $48 013.33

Provide Training Courses May 1993
August 1994
February 1995
June 1995
July 1995
September 1995
November 1995



[Tuesday, 21 December 1999] 4271

April 1996
May 1996
July 1996
March 1997
May 1997
June 1997
July 1997
August 1997
April 1998
May 1998
July 1998
August 1998
September 1998
November 1998
February 1999
March 1999
June 1999 $33 779.00

TOTAL $122 654.83

Westrail
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Training services.

(b) February 1996 to August 1999.
(c) $55 196.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, GRANTS, LOANS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

732. Mr RIEBELING to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs:

Will the Premier provide the following details of all grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered within
the Premier's portfolio -

(a) the name of the financial assistance;
(b) the purpose of the assistance;
(c) the eligibility criteria for assistance;
(d) the actual expenditure in -

(i) 1997-98;
(ii) 1998-99; and

(e) the budgeted allocation in 1999-2000?

Mr COURT replied:

I am advised that :

Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet
1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

APPEALATHON 50,000 50,000 50,000

This is the State’s donation to the annual appeal conducted by the Channel 9 Television Station.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS APPEAL 20,000 20,000 20,000

This is the State’s donation to the annual appeal in recognition of services to the community and to encourage public
donations.  To raise funds for its services, the Western Australian Branch conducts an appeal in March each year. An annual
contribution is also provided by the Government from the Health Department vote towards the operating costs of the
Society’s Blood Transfusion Services in this State.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

JOURNALISM AWARDS 1,000 1,300 1,000

These are grants for two awards in journalism excellence.  One Award is presented by the Australian Journalists’ Association
for excellence covering television, radio and print journalism. The other award is presented by the Country Press Association
of Western Australia for the “Best Feature” in their annual newspaper competition.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

SALVATION ARMY - RED SHIELD APPEAL 40,000 40,000 40,000

This is the State’s donation to the annual appeal in recognition of the value of the Salvation Army’s work within the
community.
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1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUE – STATE WAR
MEMORIAL 3,000 1,402 3,000

This is the State’s contribution towards the estimated general maintenance costs of the State War Memorial in Kings Park. 
The Returned Services League has responsibility for its maintenance, however during the 1998/99 year the Government
agreed to reimburse all future routine maintenance costs for the State War Memorial (it was previously a 50%
reimbursement).

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

TELETHON APPEAL 50,000 50,000 50,000

This is the State’s donation to the annual appeal conducted by the Channel 7 Television Station.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

CENTENARY OF FEDERATION – LOCAL
COMMUNITY PROJECTS -    520,602 2,979,398

The WA 2001 Community Centenary Project was launched as the State’s major contribution to the celebrations for the
Centenary of Federation in 2001.  Funds were made available from July 1998 to June 2000 to assist communities with
projects culminating in 2001. Modest grants are available to communities throughout Western Australia to assist them with
community based projects.  Applications must demonstrate that the project will maximise community awareness of the
Federation process, celebrate Australia’s achievements since Federation, and contribute to an enhanced sense of nationhood. 
Applicants should provide evidence of well developed links with and knowledge of the region or community in which it is
proposed to undertake the project,  submit a realistic budget, show a capacity for financial and project management, and have
well defined plans with achievable outcomes and provision for evaluation.  Applications also need to be imaginative and/or
innovative, demonstrate enduring value and include significant financial and other support from the private sector, the local
community or other sources.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF SOCIAL
SERVICES (WACOSS) 81,000 77,000 -    

The Ministry contributes to a funding agreement between WACOSS and the Department of Family and Children’s Services
that enables WACOSS to continue to operate in accordance with an agreed business plan.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

FOOTBALL DEVELOPMENT TRUST (WAFC)
DRUG FREE MESSAGE 50,000 25,000 -    

The Ministry contributed to the annual sponsorship of the Drug Free message in football, together with the Western
Australian Drug Abuse Strategy Office.  The funding provided for the Drug Free message to be displayed on all Football
Development Trust material, Little League uniforms and football magazines.  Sponsorship also provided financial assistance
for the Governor’s Challenge held at the beginning of 1999 and the under 18 State football team, which both promoted the
Safer WA/Drug Free message.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL KOREAN WAR
MEMORIAL 20,000 -    -    

This once off contribution was to assist the Australian National Korean War Memorial Committee establish a national
memorial to those who served in the Korean War 1950-1953.
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1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

AUSTRALIAN SERVICE NURSES’ NATIONAL
MEMORIAL 20,000 -    -    

This once off contribution was to assist the Royal College of Nursing Australia (RCNA) establish a national memorial to
those in the nursing profession who served alongside Australia’s armed forces in conflicts since the Boer War in 1899.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

SHANE GOULD CLEAN SPORT CAMPAIGN 25,000 -    -    

This once off contribution was to enable the establishment of the Shane Gould Clean Sport Campaign.  The purpose of the
campaign was to promote Shane Gould’s personal message of physical and moral good living through sport by encouraging
the Western Australian community to be active and healthy and avoid the dangers of drugs, alcohol and laziness.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

FLAME OF REMEMBRANCE -    50,500 -    

This once off contribution was to enable the completion of the Flame of Remembrance Memorial. The concept of the Flame
of Remembrance is to enhance the State War Memorial at King’s Park by establishing an Eternal Flame and Pool of
Reflection in the area in front of the “Whispering Wall” at the concourse entrance of the War Memorial precinct.  The
proposal was a joint endeavour between the State, the Returned and Services League (Western Australia Branch),
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Fremantle Football Club and AlintaGas.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S STATE AWARD -    10,000 -    

This once off contribution was to assist the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award fund expenses related to the establishment of the
new “State Award for Personal Achievement” for people over the age of 25.  The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has been
operating in Western Australia since 1965 and is available for people between the ages of 14 and 25.  The Office of Youth
Affairs provides funding for this Award.  The Award sought support for the establishment of a new scheme, similar to the
current Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, but for those over the age of 25.  The Senior’s Recreation Council of Western Australia
operates the “New Horizons Award” for people over the age of 50 but there are no comparable programmes for those
between the ages of 25 and 50 who wish to participate in a personal achievement scheme.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

ORDER OF AUSTRALIA (WA BRANCH) –
RECEPTION -    1,000 1,000

This contribution is to assist with the cost of a function organised by the Order of Australia (WA Branch) to welcome new
Western Australian members to the Order.  The Order of Australia (WA Branch) provides an annual reception for the newly
appointed Western Australian members.  Those who have been awarded Australian Honours in the past pay for themselves,
however the Ministry assists in covering the costs associated with the new recipients and their partners as it is creating a
burden on members of the Association, a considerable number of whom are seniors.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S COMMONWEALTH
STUDY CONFERENCES -    2,000 -    

This once off contribution was to assist the Executive Committee of The Duke of Edinburgh’s Commonwealth Study
Conferences Australia fund expenses related to sending participants to the eighth conference in Canada.  The conference
was held over the September/October period of 1998 and was aimed at giving future leaders an opportunity to participate
in a high-powered learning experience and develop lasting international contacts and personal friendships.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

IMPLEMENT NATIVE TITLE AGREEMENTS -    -    550,000

This funding is for the implementation of Native Title Agreements when claimants have met the State criteria and entered
into land use agreements.
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1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

THE AUSTRALIAN PROSPECTORS & MINERS
HALL OF FAME -    -    1,950,000

The contribution is to partly fund the construction of the Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame complex in
Kalgoorlie, as approved by Cabinet in August 1998.  The Commonwealth requested that the State contribute and the project
was given a high priority in submissions to the Commonwealth Government for consideration of WA projects suitable for
Federation Funding.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

SAFER WA COMMITTEES EXECUTIVE -    150,000 250,000

This funding is to provide administrative and operational support to the Safer WA Committee network.  The financial
assistance is paid under the terms of a service agreement.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

URBAN ART FUND 30,000 30,000 30,000

This is seed funding for projects that use the arts as a mechanism to divert young people involved in illegal graffiti into
positive legal arts projects.  Applications must be through a local authority or incorporated association and the target group
should be one that is likely involved in illegal graffiti.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP PROGRAM AND URBAN
ART PROGRAM 147,610 147,610 55,000

(Urban Art
Program)

This grant is provided to Perth City Mission to recruit and support volunteers in graffiti removal, and to provide a structured
urban art program as a constructive alternative to illegal graffiti.

1997-98
Actual
$’

1998-99
Actual
$’

1999-00
Allocation
$’

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL “GRAFFITI WEEK
OF ACTION”

15,000 13,000 -    

This grant is provided to the Keep Australia Beautiful Council to work together on building community pride and encourage
community action to deal with graffiti.

Treasury
Details of grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered by Treasury are in the following schedule:

Name of assistance Grant to the Australian Accounting Research Foundation
Purpose To assist the Foundation with its funding
Eligibility criteria for
assistance

That the Foundation continues to function in the role of setting Australian
accounting and auditing standards.

Amounts 1997/98 Actual
$

1998/99 Actual
$

1999/00 Budget
$

20,000 20,000 20,000

Name of assistance Curtin University accountancy scholarship
Purpose To fund an accountancy scholarship at Curtin University
Eligibility criteria for
assistance

That the University provided the required scholarships to public service
employees to take the financial management course.

Amounts 1997/98 Actual
$

1998/99 Actual
$

1999/00 Budget
$

50,000 Nil Nil
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Name of assistance Grant to the Anzac Day Trust
Purpose To enable the Trust to carry out its function.
Eligibility criteria for
assistance

The Trust continues to function in accordance with its enabling legislation.

Amounts 1997/98 Actual
$

1998/99 Actual
$

1999/00 Budget
$

250,000 250,000 250,000

Name of assistance TVW Telethon Institute for Child Health Research
Purpose To provide funding for the construction of new facilities for a Child Health

Institute.
Eligibility criteria for
assistance

On 4 August 1997 Cabinet approved a State grant of $15.5 million to the
Institute conditional upon the Commonwealth paying 4.25 million to the
State as a specific purpose grant and paying a further Commonwealth grant
of $7.0 million to the Institute.  Under this arrangement the net cost to the
State and the Commonwealth is $11.25 million each.

Amounts 1997/98 Actual
$

1998/99 Actual
$

1999/00 Budget
$

523,000 3,375,246 7,351,754

Name of assistance John Curtin Library
Purpose To provide funding for the establishment and construction of the John Curtin

Centre at Curtin University.
Eligibility criteria for
assistance

On 23 November 1993 Cabinet approved funding to assist in the
establishment of the library providing $1.0 million each year for four years
commencing in 1994/95

Amounts 1997/98 Actual
$

1998/99 Actual
$

1999/00 Budget
$

1,000,000 Nil Nil

Name of assistance Act of Grace payments
Purpose To make payments required under section 58B of the Financial

Administration and Audit Act 1985.
Eligibility criteria for
assistance

Approval by the Treasurer under section 58B of the Financial
Administration and Audit Act 1985

Amounts 1997/98 Actual
$

1998/99 Actual
$

1999/00 Budget
$

133,625 163,745 400,000

Name of assistance Cyclones Elaine and Vance Trust Account
Purpose To hold funds received by the State for special relief for those affected by

cyclones Elaine and Vance.
Eligibility criteria for
assistance

Applications for relief in accordance with the guidelines and approved by
the committee of State Government and Commonwealth representatives.

Amounts 1997/98 Actual
$

1998/99 Actual
$

1999/00 Budget
$

N/A 5,432,804 4,567,196

Gold Corporation
(a)-(e) In May 1998, Western Australian Mint sold the Kalgoorlie refinery to CIP Research & Development Pty Ltd.

Vendor finance of $245,000 was provided by WA Mint to the purchaser, secured by a registered second mortgage
over the property. Term of the loan is ten years, with an interest rate of 6.5%.  No loans were made in 1998/99, and
none are budgeted for 1999/2000.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, GRANTS, LOANS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

735. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Resources Development; Energy; Education:

Will the Minister provide the following details of all grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered within
the Minister's portfolio -

(a) the name of the financial assistance;

(b) the purpose of the assistance;

(c) the eligibility criteria for assistance;

(d) the actual expenditure in -

(i) 1997-98;
(ii) 1998-99; and

(e) the budgeted allocation in 1999-2000?
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Mr BARNETT replied:

Department of Resources Development
(a) The Department of Resources Development (DRD) does not “offer” any grants or loan schemes as financial

assistance.  However, DRD does administer three types of grant payments.

Support to the Industrial Supplies Office through a grant to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 1998/99 -
$450,000.
Specific payments for work associated with the South Hedland Enhancement Scheme and the WA
Government/China Economic and Technical Research Trust Fund 1998/99 - $527,000.
Payments to Government Trading Enterprises for provision of infrastructure 1998/99 - $297,000.

(b)-(c) Not applicable.

(d) In accordance with (a) above:

(i) $2,351,000
(ii) $1,274,000

(e) $3,521,000

Office of Energy
(1) (a) Renewable Energy Remote Area Power System (RAPS) Scheme.

(b) To provide rebates for the installation of renewable energy RAPS systems for isolated households such
as pastoral stations.

(c) Estimated grid connection cost greater than $50,000 per household, applicants permanently on electoral
roll for a given site, contribution from renewables greater than 30% for loads less than 15 kWh/day and
greater than 15% for loads equal to or greater than 15 kWh/day, commercial premises not eligible.

(d) (i) $471,132
(ii) $383,668

(e) $500,000

(2) (a) Financing Efficient Energy Use (FEEU) Programme.

(b) To provide funding for energy audits and energy saving capital investment projects in State Government
facilities.

(c) Only State Government agencies are eligible, capital investment projects must give an estimated payback
period less than 3 years.

(d) (i) $309,378
(ii) $536,215

(e) $400,000

(3) (a) Alternative Energy Development Board (AEDB) Grants.

(b) Promote energy efficiency and renewable energy.

(c) Projects must promote energy efficiency and renewable energy, no more than $50,000 per grant.

(d) (i) $331,015
(ii) $335,082

(e) $250,000

(4) (a) State Underground Power Programme.

(b) The State Underground Power Programme assists local authorities address retrospective undergrounding
of electricity distribution systems.  The State Government (including its wholly owned business, Western
Power) offers to share funding equally with local authorities through the provision of cost sharing grants.

(c) As per the publicly available “Guidelines for Applications for Funding”.

(d) (i) $8.53 million.
(ii) $8.181 million.

(e) $12 million.

(5) (a) Sponsorship.

(b) Sponsorship to the Electrical Contractor’s Association.

(c) Electrical Contractor’s Association support.

(d) (i) $3,500
(ii) $3,500
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(e) $3,500

(6) (a) Sponsorship.

(b) Sponsorship to the Master Plumber’s Association.

(c) Master Plumber’s Association support.

(d) (i) $1,000
(ii) $1,000

(e) $1,000

(7) (a) Safety Switch Rebate.

(b) To encourage installation of a Residual Current Device (RCD).

(c) Available to the first 1,000 new RCD installations by a licensed electrical operative to a private
household, with application form to be lodged.

(d) (i) Nil.
(ii) 1,000 @ $50.00 rebates ($50,000 total).

(e) Nil.

AlintaGas:  AlintaGas does not provide any financial assistance apart from normal credit terms offered in the course of day
to day business dealings.

Western Power:  Western Power does provide financial assistance to a number of organisations in various community fields
through its sponsorship programs.  The details of Western Power’s sponsorship programs have been previously provided.

Education Department of Western Australia:  The Education Department provides numerous grants to schools and to other
organisations, groups and individuals.  The resources required to access and collate the full list, inclusive of eligibility
criteria, are considerable.  If the Hon Member has an interest in a particular grant or payment, the matter can be pursued
further.

Department of Education Services
(a)-(e) Details of grants, loans and other forms of financial assistance are provided in the attached table one.

Curriculum Council
(a) Professional Development Grants.

(b) Professional development of teachers during the implementation of the Curriculum Framework.

(c) All teachers and education administrators in Government and non-government schools.

(d) (i) 1997-98 $0
(ii) 1998-99 $1 495 000

(e) $1 005 000 including $5 000 brought forward from 1998/99 allocation.

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SERVICES – (Attachment one)

Column (a) Column (b) Column (c) Column (d)(i) Column (d)(ii) Column (e)

Name of grant
etc

Purpose Eligibility
criteria

1997/98
expenditure

1998/99
expenditure

1999/00 budget
allocation

General per
capita grants

Recurrent
assistance to
non-
government
schools.

Based on
student
enrolment -
different rates
for a school’s
funding category
and students’
level of
education.

$102.396
million

$114.113
million

$127.195
million

Special
education per
capita grants 

Recurrent
assistance to
non-
government
schools with
special
education
students.

Level of
assistance
depends on
degree of
disability as
determined by
the
Commonwealth
Government.

$404,000 $549,000 $856,000

Low Interest
Loan Scheme
(LILS) interest
subsidies

Cost of interest
rate subsidies
on loans
advanced under
LILS to non-
government
schools.

A component of
LILS (see
below).

$114,000 $1.251 million $6.0 million
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LILS loan
funds

To support
capital
developments
in non-
government
schools and at
the University
of Notre Dame
Australia.

Subject to
detailed
assessment of
projects as per
LILS Guidelines
and assessment
of the financial
capability of the
intended
borrowers.

Loan funds
NOT in
budget but
schools have
access to
$36.5 million
in borrowings

Loan funds
NOT in Budget
but schools
have access to
$41.0 million
in borrowings

Loan funds
NOT in budget
but schools
have access to
$26.5 million
in borrowings

Interest
subsidies 

To provide
non-
government
schools with
interest
subsidies on
commercial
loans taken out
prior to LILS.

As per
applications
which preceded
introduction of
LILS in 1988.

$1.182 million $0.953 million $1.008 million

Computers for
Schools grants

To improve
computer and
IT resources in
schools to aid
student
learning.

Allocated to
non-government
schools on a
needs basis and
subject to
schools
submitting a
Learning
Technologies
Plan.

N/A $5.0 million $5.0 million

Non-
Government
School
Psychology
Service grant

To support
provision of
school
psychology
services to
non-
government
schools.

Annual indexed
allocation to the
Catholic
Education
Office that
manages the
service.

$905,000 $1.005 million $1.303 million

Students at
Risk grants

To support
projects at
non-
government
schools
developing
programs for
students at
educational
risk.

By application
and subject to
existence of a
relevant program
in each of the
four (4)
participating
non-government
schools.

$158,000 $158,000 $210,000

Parents and
Friends’
Federation of
WA annual
subsidy

To contribute
to the
operating costs
of this non-
government
school peak
parents’ body.

Annual subsidy
is increased
subject to
budgetary
capacity.

$63,000 $67,000 $68,000

Reading
Foundation
grants 

To provide
new non-
government
schools with
assistance for
the purchase of
reading books
and reading
materials.

New schools
eligible for
allowance based
on government
schools’
allowance.

$31,000 $32,000 $30,000

School Stock
allowance

To provide
new non-
government
schools with a
basic
entitlement to
assist with the
purchase of
school stock.

New schools
eligible for
allowance based
on government
schools’
allowance.

$2,000 $3,000 $14,000
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Boarding Away
From Home
Allowance

To provide
supplementary
assistance to
families whose
children are
required to
board away
from home to
attend a school
providing
education at
the appropriate
level.

Subject to the
student
qualifying for
the
Commonwealth’
s Assistance for
Isolated
Children benefit
or equivalent
benefit.

$1.2 million $1.178 million $1.190 million

Australian
Music
Examinations
Board grant

To provide
assistance for
the activities
of the Board

Annual grant
subject to a
service
agreement.

$100,000 $100,000 $100,000

Fremantle
Children’s
Literature
Centre grant

To provide
assistance for
the activities
of the Centre.

Annual grant
subject to a
service
agreement

$94,000 $82,000 $82,000

Teaching
scholarships

State
Government
Scholarships
which are
designed to
attract young,
talented school
leavers into the
teaching
profession.

Currently
studying Year
12 and
nominated
teaching as first
preference (or
undergraduate
degree followed
by Graduate
Diploma in
Education). 
Selection based
initially on
tertiary entrance
scores followed
by an interview.

$53,000 $121,000 $330,000

Resources
Institute grant

Establishment
is based on
three of the
universities
with courses in
the resources
sector in
collaboration
with the
minerals and
petroleum
industry.

N/A $73,000 $927,000

Public
Education
Endowment
Trust Grants

To support
education
initiatives that
will lead to
long-term
benefits for
Western
Australian
school
students.

Projects should
be capable of
implementation
in a wide range
of educational
environments
and be
complementary
to directions in
education in
Western
Australia.

$109,206 $144,499 $200,000

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, GRANTS, LOANS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

739. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

Will the Minister provide the following details of all grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered within
the Minister's portfolio -

(a) the name of the financial assistance;
(b) the purpose of the assistance;
(c) the eligibility criteria for assistance;
(d) the actual expenditure in -

(i) 1997-98;
(ii) 1998-99; and

(e) the budgeted allocation in 1999-2000?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(a)-(e) Please refer to Attachment 1
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NAME OF
FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE

PURPOSE ELIGIBILTY CRITERIA EXPENDITURE
1997/98

$

EXPENDITURE
1998/99

 
$

BUDGET
ALLOCATION

1999/2000
 $

FAMILY &
CHILDREN’S
SERVICES
Family Crisis
Program

Financial
Assistance
Funeral Assistance

To assist when
families are
experiencing
severe financial
hardship

Commonwealth Health
Care Cardholder and can
demonstrate destitute
circumstances

 1,683,710
     731,557
 2,415,267

1,747,905
  834,584
2,582,489

1,660,000
    600,000
2,260,000

Child Family
Support Scheme

To assist when
families are
experiencing
severe financial
hardship

Department has case
management responsibility
or when another agency has
case management
responsibility and requests
Departmental assistance

    497,164    411,525    430,000

No Interest Loans
Scheme
(anticipated to
commence January
2000)

To assist when
families are
experiencing
severe financial
hardship

Low income     375,918   370,563    500,000

OFFICE OF
SENIORS
INTERESTS
Lifetime Links
grants.

To promote
increased
understanding and
activity between
the generations

Applicants must: be a non-
government entity,
demonstrate ability to
implement the programs,
confirm that program will
link generations,
demonstrate program will
generate local community
involvement.

     63,000

International Year
of Older Persons
grants

To contribute to
achieving a society
for all ages

Applicants must: provide
ongoing benefits for older
persons, promote the value
of older persons, promote
recognition of cultural and
ethnic diversity, involve a
number of generations
using United Nations IYOP
theme, provide evidence of
value for money.

 400,000

Local Government
grants

To stimulate
planning in local
governments to
meet the needs of
their ageing
populations

Applicants must
demonstrate: proposal is
innovative, value of the
proposal, the proposal’s
contribution to positive
ageing, value for money,
commitment to project
outcomes, involvement of a
range of stakeholders,
evidence of resource
sharing between councils.

  103,000

Positive Ageing
Centre

1996 State
Government
election
commitment.

Not applicable. 1,200,000

Outreach/Carers
Conference &
Carelink
sponsorship.

To promote
positive ageing and
community
awareness.

Not applicable     24,000

WOMEN’S
POLICY
DEVELOPMENT
OFFICE

    347,048  360,607  174,000

Edith Cowan
Women’s
Fellowship

Contribution to
WA’s celebration
of International
Women’s Year –
provides the
opportunity for
travel or research

Available to women who
are:
-WA resident minimum 2
years
-Working toward
advancement of status of
women
-Making continuing,
outstanding contribution in
own field

     25,000    25,000    25,000
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Suffrage Grants Facilitates the
community
involvement in the 
celebration of the
Centenary of
Women’s Suffrage

Evaluated on the extent to
which they:
-Celebrate history &
achievement of WA
women since suffrage
-Contribute to agenda of
WA women of the future
-Promote women’s
participation in all facets of
development in WA in the
world
-Recognition and
Development of diverse
cultural identities of WA
women
-Contributions of women
through scholarly research
-Historic contribution of
women to all facets of life
in WA
-Advancement of State’s
goal for a harmonious,
prosperous and dynamic
community which is
recognised as a leader
amongst societies.

     53,571    148,312    100,000

Grant to the
National Council of
Women

Contribution to
cost of office
accommodation

Not applicable     6,000     5,680      6,000

Grace Vaughan
Lecture Grant

The Grace
Vaughan Lecture is
organised in
partnership
arrangement with
Australian
Association of
Social Workers and
UWA Extension
Service.

Ongoing grant     3,000

Grant to the
Women’s Refuge
Group

Contribution to
administrative
expense

Not applicable    40,000   40,000 (from
1999/2000
three year

contract with
annual funding

level of
$40,000)   

Community
Information Grants

Facilitate access to
information on
domestic violence

 218,307     61,500    40,500

Access for
culturally and
linguistically
diverse groups
grants

Facilitate access to
domestic violence
services by
culturally &
linguistically
diverse groups

One Off Grant Request
Partnerships Against
Domestic Violence
(Commonwealth)

  76,333

Ministerial
Conference
contributions

    1,500     3,782

Community
Initiatives

Small grants     2,670

WA DRUG
ABUSE
STRATEGY
OFFICE
NON
GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES
ACRAH Treatment and

Support services
Established NGO contact   20,450   40,800        41,600

Alcoholics
Anonymous/
ALANON 

Treatment and
Support services

       31,825

Bega Garnbirringu
Aboriginal
Corporation 

Kalgoorlie
Sobering Up
Centre

Established NGO contact  102,550  195,100      231,800

Catholic Education
Office

Education Services Established NGO contact  1,202,500  1,700,000   1,400,000

Centacare South West
Community Drug
Service Team

Tender contract   94,317  189,300

Centrecare Goldfields
Community Drug
Service Team

Tender contract  102,913  242,048     263,500
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Curtin University -
School of Nursing

Education Services Sole provider contact   55,000       55,000

Cyrenian House Treatment and
Support services

Established NGO contact  320,450  634,400     647,200

Daughters Of
Charity Services
(WA)

Treatment and
Support services

Established NGO contact   32,800  81,200       82,600

Drug-Arm WA Treatment and
Support services

Established NGO contact   17,902  45,900       46,800

Eastern Goldfields
Halfway House

Treatment and
Support services

Established NGO contact   13,160  26,600       37,200

East Pilbara Health
Service

Pilbara Community
Drug Service Team

Tender contract   82,180  328,700     335,300

  Edith Cowan
University, School Of
Nursing

  Education Services   Sole provider contact   55,000  55,000       55,000

  Garl Garl Walbu
Aboriginal
Corporation

Derby Sobering up
Centre

  Established NGO contact   92,906  253,300     258,400

Junjuwa
Community Inc.

Fitzroy Crossing
Sobering Up Centre

Established NGO contact   67,475

Kimberley
Northwest Mental
Health Services

Kimberley
Community Drug
Service Team

Tender contract  130,485  244,672     252,400

Life Education WA
(Inc)

Education Services Established NGO contact  107,000  174,000     174,000

Midwest Alcohol
Rehabilitation
Service (Rosella
House)

Treatment And
Support Services

Established NGO contact   27,245  41,600       42,400

Milliya Rumurra
Aboriginal
Corporation

Broome Sobering Up
Centre

  Established NGO contact  110,500  126,650     258,400

NACCHAMSAC Wiluna Sobering Up
Centre

  Established NGO contact  112,210  206,395     208,800

Nindilingarri Cultural
Health Services Inc 

Fitzroy Crossing
Sobering Up Centre

  Established NGO contact  269,900     275,300

North East Regional
Youth Council

Treatment and Support
services

  Established NGO contact    21,000  20,000

Palmerston
Association Inc.
Northbridge

Treatment And
Support Services
Great Southern
Community Drug
Service Team
South Metro
Community Drug
Service Team

Established NGO contact
Tender contract
Tender contract

 348,644
 109,478

 160,312

 648,218
 168,500

 288,315

    654,000
    171,900

 
    277,500

Palmerston
Association Inc.
Perth

Support grant for
parents

Tender contract   11,520

Palmerston Drug
Research

Correction drug
research for the
Task Force

Tender contract     9,625

Palmerston Drug
Research

Drug curriculum
for youth

Grant request    21,161

Perth City Mission Treatment and
Support services
SE Metro
Community Drug
Service Team

Established NGO contact
Tender contract

 274,450
 161,275

 408,739
 255,835

    396,400
    277,500

Roebourne
Sobering Up
Shelter Inc.

Roebourne
Sobering Up Centre

Established NGO contact  125,400  250,800     261,100

Port Hedland
Sobering Up
Centre Inc.

Port Hedland
Sobering Up Centre

Established NGO contact  145,700  291,400     297,200

Salvation Army Perth Sobering Up
Centre

Established NGO contact    96,850  216,700     229,000

Salvation Army Harry Hunter
Centre

Established NGO contact    94,850  189,700     193,500

Salvation Army Bridge House Established NGO contact  143,030  286,900     292,700



[Tuesday, 21 December 1999] 4283

Serenity Lodge Treatment and
Support services

Established NGO contact  143,300  349,300     388,300

St Bartholomew's
House

Treatment And
Support Services

Established NGO contact    21,750    43,500       44,400

St John Of God
Community
Services/
Healthcare 

North Metropolitan
Community Drug
Service Team

Tender contract  128,912  239,670     277,500

St John of God
Foundation
(Bunbury)

South West
Community Drug
Service Team

Tender contract     193,100

St Patrick's Care
Centre

Treatment And
Support Services

Established NGO contact    21,110    42,500       43,400

Swan Emergency
Accommodation

Treatment And
Support Services 

Tender contract    19,000    43,000       43,900

Wanneroo
Accommodation &
Support Services

Treatment And
Support Services

Tender contract    21,500    43,000       43,900

WA Substance
Users Association
Inc

Treatment And
Support Services

Sole provider contact    12,767       15,600

Waringarri
Aboriginal
Corporation
(Kununurra
Sobering Up
Centre)

Kununurra
Sobering Up Centre

Established NGO contact  129,550  259,100     264,300

Women’s Health
Care Association
(Perth Women’s
Centre)

Treatment And
Support Services

Established NGO contact   56,830    94,200      96,100

WANADA Treatment And
Support Services

Established NGO contact   61,280    87,500      76,500

WANADA Grant to pay for six
bursaries

Grant request      1,080

WANADA Grant to upgrade
computers

Grant request      2,980

WANADA Grant to rewrite
PICASO program

Grant request      5,430

WANADA Grant for PICASO
client information
system

Grant request    24,000

WANADA Attendance at
National 

Grant request     1,311

WANADA Grant for Treatment
Works Week

Grant request        780

WANADA Grant for officer,
druglink, PICASO
Client Info. System

Grant request   32,700

Wesley Mission
Perth

Treatment And
Support Services

Established NGO contact   39,150  128,300      90,100

Wyndham (2000)    177,000

Midland (2000)      70,000

Geraldton (2001)      50,000

Statewide Devt (1)     38,000

Statewide Devt (2)   438,832

GRANTS
Curtin University Illicit Steroid

Strategy, Research
Projects

Commissioned research      9,000

Curtin University Development of
Core Manuals -
Best Practice/P.I's

Tender contract    26,000

Curtin University Retrospective study
into opioid
overdose deaths

Commissioned research     4,896

Town of Vincent Needle and Syringe
Disposal Education
Project

Grant request    4,050
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WA Substance
Users Association
Inc

Needle and Syringe
Project

Sole provider contact   15,664

Centacare Cannabis
Cautioning Pilot
Project 1/10/98 -
31/12/98

Sole provider contact        975

Alcohol and
Advisory Council
of WA Inc.

Grant for printing
booklet - your right
to object

Grant request       856

WA Police Nightsafe Card Grant request   10,000
Holyoake Institute Rock by

Candlelight
Function

Grant request     1,000

Drug Strategy
Conference

Grant to assist in
funding the
National Drug
Strategy
Conference

Grant request    4,500

Family and
Children's Services

Interagency
Coordination
Project Grant

Grant request    5,500

TVW Telethon
Institute for Child
Health Research

Aboriginal Child
Health Research

Grant request    7,500

Northam Police
Station

Juvenile Offenders
Drug Initiative

Grant request  10,000

Children's
Educational
Posters Inc.

Printing of posters
for schools

Grant request    5,000

Rock Eisteddford
Challenge P/L

1999 Rock
Eisteddfod

Grant request  20,000

Ministry of Justice Pilot Drug Court
Study

Tender contract    7,500

Priority Television
Network Pty Ltd

Reports produced
for TV

Grant request    5,000

Next Step Drug
and Alcohol
Services

Parent Drug
Information Service

Sole provider contact  45,000

WA Football
Commission Inc.

Work with schools,
TAFE’s and other
organisations

Grant request  10,000

Youth Services
Association

1999 Youth
Services
Conference
Sponsorship

Grant request   5,000

Aust. Institute of
Health and
Welfare

WA Drug Survey Sole provider contact  12,500

AASHA
Consulting

Grant for
implementation of
practice
development
programs

Tender contract    18,900

Wesley Mission
Perth

Risk Assessment
Project

Grant request  40,000

Teen Challenge Grant to assist with
new wing at Grace
Academy-
Esperance

Grant request    15,000

Office of Youth
Affairs

JOY 98 Grant request      3,000

NCRPDA Opiate overdose
investigation

Commissioned research      2,000

VOID Video Drug
documentary

Grant request      4,400

WA Council on
Addictions

Provision of
Corrections Drug

Tender contract       9,625

Youth Services
Association

Youth Services
Conference

Grant request      3,000

Family Council of
WA

Funding for
international
speakers

Grant request      5,000

Derby Alcohol
Action Group

Liquor Licensing
Registration
Evaluations

Grant request      5,000

Winston Churchill
Memorial Fund

Fellowship for G.
Buck

Grant request      5,000
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SPORTING
PARTNERSHIPS

 

Football
Development
Trust

Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact    35,000  35,000     61,000

WA Junior
Baseball League

Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact    8,625

Perth Glory Soccer
Club

Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact  17,500     20,000

Junior Soccer
Association

Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact    8,750       8,750

WA Netball Inc. Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact  25,000     22,250

WA Swimming
Association

Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact  10,273

Surfing WA Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact      6,000

WA Cricket
Association

Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact      8,000

Wildcats
Basketball Pty Ltd

Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact    15,000

Baseball WA Ltd Community
Partnership contract

Sole provider contact      9,000

LOCAL DRUG
ACTION
GROUPS

  60,000
seeding grants

240,000 project
grants

Albany Youth
Support
Association

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Katanning

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Mundaring

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Foothills
Information &
Referral Centre

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Melville Senior
High School

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Town of Kwinana Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000
Willetton Senior
High School

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Vista House Special Project
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Armadale/Nerrigin
Rotary Club

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Ballajura Rotary
Club

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Belmont

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Collie

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Exmouth

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Fremantle

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Kalamunda

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rockingham Lions
Club

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Canningvale

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Sorrento

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Wongan Hills

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rotary Club of
Mandurah

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

St John of God
Hospital

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Albany Local Drug
Action Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000
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Albany Local Drug
Action Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  1,000

Armadale Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Armadale Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     660

Armadale Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  2,000

Ballajura Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     200

Ballajura Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request     500

Ballajura Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  2,370

Belmont Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  2,729

Belmont Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     485

Belmont Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  2,000

Cannington Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Carine Local Drug
Action Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Carnarvon Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request    150

Carnarvon Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Cockburn Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Cockburn Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Collie Local Drug
Action Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,920

Collie Local Drug
Action Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,890

Collie Local Drug
Action Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     181

Cue Local Drug
Action Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Cue Local Drug
Action Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  3,199

Denmark Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     349

Denmark Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Donnybrook Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request       85

Donnybrook Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     500

Donnybrook Local
Drug Action
Group

Community/Youth Grant request  1,200

Esperance Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  3,200

Fremantle Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Fremantle Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,000
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Fremantle Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,000

Goldfields Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,500

Hills Community
Support Group

Special Grant Grant request  4,000

Joondalup Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  6,000

Kalumburu Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Kalumburu Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     421

Karratha Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Karratha Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,000

Karratha Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  8,000

Karratha Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Mandurah Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,842

Mandurah Local
Drug Action
Group

Parent Support
Initiative

Grant request  4,000

Manjimup Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Marble Bar Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Margaret River
Local Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Seeding Grant  4,000

Margaret River
Local Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Grant request  1,000

Margaret River
Local Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Seeding Grant  4,000

Meekatharra Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Melville Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  3,000

Melville Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,000

Merredin Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Merredin Local
Drug Action
Group

Host responsibility
& Drink safe
sponsorship

Grant request  2,000

Merredin Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     500

Merriwa/Clarkson
Local Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Midland Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Midland Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  2,316

Midland Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,000
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Mundaring Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Mundaring Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     500

Mundaring Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     405

Mundaring Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,000

Mundaring Local
Drug Action
Group

Catering grant for
Breakfast with
Minister

Grant request     187

Nannup Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Northam Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Northam Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     310

Port Hedland
Local Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rockingham Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Rockingham Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     200

Rockingham Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,793

Rockingham Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Rockingham Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  2,000

Roleystone Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

South Perth Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

South Perth Local
Drug Action
Group

Develop a business
plan grant

Grant request  1,000

South Perth Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     500

South Perth Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

South Perth Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  2,000

Southern Districts
Local Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Southern Districts
Local Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Stirling Coastal
Local Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Stirling Coastal
Local Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Tom Price Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Tuart Hill (Cross
Cultural) Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request       35
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Tuart Hill (Cross
Cultural) Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  2,300

Tuart Hill (Cross
Cultural) Local
Drug Action
Group

Parent Support
Initiative

Grant request  3,994

Tuart Hill (Cross
Cultural) Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  3,100

Tuart Hill (Cross
Cultural) Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     400

Tuart Hill (Cross
Cultural) Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Vista House Community Action
Grant

Grant request  4,000

Wanneroo Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Wanneroo Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,846

Wanneroo Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request     400

Warburton Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Warburton Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  5,700

Waroona Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Western Suburbs
Local Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Western Suburbs
Local Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request     400

Western Suburbs
Local Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  2,660

Western Suburbs
Local Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,700

Whitfords Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Whitfords Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Whitfords Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  7,500

Willetton Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Wongan Hills
Local Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Yanchep Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000

Yanchep Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  1,000

Yanchep Local
Drug Action
Group

Youth Activities
Grant

Grant request  1,000

Yilgarn Local
Drug Action
Group

Seeding Grant Seeding Grant  1,000
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Yilgarn Local
Drug Action
Group

Community Action
Grant

Grant request  2,600

COMMUNITY
ACTION
PROJECT
GRANTS

 300,000

BEST PRACTICE
PROJECTS
PICASO CLIENT
INFORMATION
SYSTEM

    54,000
   55,000

PARENT DRUG
INFORMATION
SERVICES

   76,000

FAMILY &
CHILDREN’S
POLICY OFFICE

Nil Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable Not applicable

743. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Health.  (See page 8663.)

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, GRANTS, LOANS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

750. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Will the Minister provide the following details of all grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered within
the Minister's portfolio -

(a) the name of the financial assistance;
(b) the purpose of the assistance;
(c) the eligibility criteria for assistance;
(d) the actual expenditure in -

(i) 1997-98;
(ii) 1998-99; and

(e) the budgeted allocation in 1999-2000?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

Main Roads Western Australia

(a)-(c) Main Roads each year provides grants to Local Government Authorities and the Department of Conservation and
Land Management (CALM) for road projects on Local Government and CALM roads and provide some financial
assistance to other organisations in the form of contributions to or sponsorship of research or events directly
associated with the goals, objectives and activities of Main Roads.

(d) The actual expenditure for the last two years was:

Grants to Local Contributions/
Government & for Sponsorship
for CALM Roads Payments Total
     $M      $M  $M

(i) 1997/1998      46.3      0.2  46.5
(ii) 1998/1999      62.5      0.2  62.7

(e) The current budgeted allocation in 1999-2000:

Grants to Local Government and for CALM Roads $91.1 million
Contributions/Sponsorship Payments $0.2 million
Total $91.3 million

Port Hedland Port Authority

(a) (A) Port Hedland Tourist Bureau.
(B) Australia Day Festival Committee.
(C) Seafarers Centre.
(D) Black Rock Stakes Society.
(E) Community Policing Crime Prevention.
(F) Town of Port Hedland.
(G) PC Youth Centre.
(H) General Miscellaneous.

(b) (A) Contribution to operations.
(B) Donation to Australia Day Festivities.
(C) Contribution towards Brochures.
(D) Donation Black Rock Stakes.
(E) Sponsor Crime Prevention and Awareness.
(F) Litter control and contribution to SBS/JJJ.
(G) Donation of boxing ring.
(H) Associated Donations under $1 000.00
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(c) (A)-(B)
Provide local community support.

(C) Support religious organisation – Seaman’s Welfare.
(D) Fundraising for local community.
(E) Provide local community support.
(F) Support community and gain transmitter access.
(G)-(H)

Provide local community support.

(d) (A) (i)-(ii) $10 000.00
(B) (i)-(ii) $ 5 000.00.
(C) (i) $4 000.00.

(ii) Nil.
(D) (i)-(ii) $1 300.00.
(E) (i) $5 870.00.

(ii) $5 630.00
(F) (i) $200.00

(ii) $10 000.00.
(G) (i) $9 494.75.

(ii) Nil.
(H) (i) $2 450.00.

(ii) $2 010.00.

(e) The Port Authority has a budget allocation of $40 000 to be distributed at the Board of Directors discretion.

Department of Transport

(a) Grants and Subsidies.

(b) There are many Grants and Subsidies made by the Department of Transport.  The full list can be seen by referring
to the Department’s published Budget Statements for 1999-2000.  The names of the Grants and Subsidies indicate
the purpose of the assistance and include those for Metropolitan Bus Operators, and Regional School Bus
Subsidies.

(c) As per (b) above, eligibility is related to the purpose of the Grant and Subsidy, refer to the Department’s Budget
Statements for 1999-2000.

(d) (i) $296 990 000.
(ii) $302 258 000.

(e) $302 277 000.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, GRANTS, LOANS AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

751. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

Will the Minister provide the following details of all grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered within
the Minister's portfolio -

(a) the name of the financial assistance;
(b) the purpose of the assistance;
(c) the eligibility criteria for assistance;
(d) the actual expenditure in -

(i) 1997-98;
(ii) 1998-99; and

(e) the budgeted allocation in 1999-2000?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

Details of the Western Australian Tourism Commission’s grant, loans and other forms of financial assistance offered are
outlined below:

(1) Tourism Industry Development

(a)-(b) The WATC has provided financial assistance to assist the development of capital projects to support
tourism in Western Australia through the Tourism Development Fund.

(c) The major points of these eligibility criteria are:

Funding:

Funding is only available for non-profit organisations such as local government authorities and
incorporated community groups.

Grants are only to be used for tourist related capital works projects, such as the development of nature
trails or the construction of interpretation centres.
Funding for approved projects is provided on a $1 for $1 basis.

Project

Must demonstrate the tourism value of the project, in terms of economic, social and cultural benefits to
the community and region.
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Must be consistent with the WATC’s Tourism Development strategy and plans, endorsed by a recognised
Regional Tourism Association, and identified in a Government or community strategy or plan.

(d) The actual expenditure during:

(i) 1997/98 was:$43 459

(ii) 1998/99 was:$582 724

It is advised that allocations of $1 million were made for each of the 1997/98 and 1998/99 financial years,
and that the amount of the grants which have been approved but not paid (as the projects have not yet been
completed) is $1 373 817 at 30 June 1999.

(e) The budget allocation for 1999/2000 is $1 000 000. 

(2) Brand WA Imagery

(a)-(b) The WATC has also sponsored the “Brand WA Student Design Award”, which promotes the Brand WA
imagery to the West Australian consumer market.

(c) The eligibility criteria revolve around tourism advertising exposing the Brand WA imagery.

(d) Actual expenditure in

(i) 1997/98 was:nil

(ii) 1998/99 was:$5 000

(e) Budget for 1999/2000:$5 000

(3) Customer Service

(a),(d) The WATC has also sponsored the “Golden Wheel Taxi Awards” to the extent of $2 000 for each of the
years 1997/98 and 1998/99.

(b)-(c) The purpose of the assistance is to promote increased customer service within the taxi industry in WA,
and is open to all those in the taxi industry.

(e) Budget for 1999/2000:$2 000

(4) Regional Tourism

(a)-(b) The WATC provides financial support to 10 non-metropolitan Regional Tourism Associations (RTA) in
WA.  Signed agreements are in place between the two parties.  The RTAs are incorporated, non-profit
organisations that use these funds to undertake marketing of their regions in both the Domestic and
International markets.

(c) Payments are made by a pre-determined formula, with each RTA receiving a $90 000 base allocation with
an additional allocation based on its market share of visitor expenditure.

(d) The actual expenditure by WATC for the following years was:

(i) 1997/98:$1 374 702
(ii) 1998/99:$1 520 051

(e) The allocation for the 1999/2000 year is $1 419 351.

NORTHBRIDGE TUNNEL, IMPACT ON METROPOLITAN ROADS

757. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

What are the projected increases in traffic in the following list of metropolitan roads, once the Northbridge Tunnel is open -

(a) Lake Monger Drive;
(b) Grantham Street, Wembley;
(c) Grantham Street, Floreat;
(d) The Boulevard; Floreat;
(e) The Boulevard; City Beach;
(f) Cambridge Street, Leederville;
(g) Cambridge Street, Wembley;
(h) Cambridge Street, Floreat; and
(i) Oceanic Drive, City Beach?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

The Graham Farmer Freeway will be opened in mid 2000.

The latest average weekly traffic counts and traffic volume forecasts for 2001 are as follows:
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Location 1996 2001 % Increase
(Actual) (Estimated) (1996 to 2001)

(a) Lake Monger Drive 19 200 19 200 0%
(West of Kimberley)

(b) Grantham Street Wembley 14 000 14 400 3%
(East of Jersey Street)

(c) Grantham Street Floreat 8 400 8 500 1%
(West of Selby Street)

(d) The Boulevard Floreat 10 200 10 000 -2%
(West of Empire Avenue)

(e) The Boulevard City Beach 7 000 7 000 0%
(East of West Coast Highway)

(f) Cambridge Street Leederville 14 300 18 900 32%
(East of Harbourne Street)

(g) Cambridge Street Wembley 15 900 17 800 12%
(West of Jersey Street)

(h) Cambridge Street Floreat 9 600 10 600 11%
(East of Brookdale Street)

(i) Oceanic Drive City Beach 6 900 6 900 0%
(East of West Coast Highway)

Traffic data has been rounded to the nearest hundred.

COMMITTEES AND BOARDS, WOMEN MEMBERS

758. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) How many Government boards and committees do not have any women members?

(2) How many Government boards have only one woman member?

(3) What specific action has the Minister taken this year to increase the numbers of women members?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) Of the 611 Boards on the Register of Government Boards and Committees, 135 have no female members.

(2) At this time, 81 Government boards have only one woman member.  

(3) The Minister has taken the following specific actions this year to increase the number of women members:

The Executive Director, Women’s Policy Development Office, has been appointed as a member of a
Working Group convened by the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet, which will examine the operation
of the interested Persons Register and other issues regarding selection and recruitment of board members
raised in the Auditor General’s report into Public Sector Boards of November 1998.
Women’s Policy Development Office monitors all Cabinet Comment Sheets relating to board and
committee appointments.
Building On Success: Government Two Year Plan for Women 1999-2001 contains a range of strategies
which are being progressed by various departments.

SPORTING EVENTS, FUNDING

764. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) What national and international sporting events have been held in Western Australia in each of the last five years?

(2) What was the financial contribution of the State to each of these events?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

Ministry of Sport and Recreation

(1)-(2) The Ministry of Sport and Recreation has provided financial support as per the attached list of events (see below). 
This list is not necessarily all encompassing as some sports may choose to conduct a championship without seeking
financial support from the Ministry.

SPORT NAME OF EVENT
(National Sporting events)

Govt
$

1994/95
Pistol National Championships 5 400
Archery National Championships 2 000
Chess National Championships 2 000
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Hockey National Hockey League finals 4 000
Karting National Championships 1 050
Croquet National Championships 2 235
Callisthenics National Championships 5 000
Billiards & Snooker National Championships 2 000
Darts National Championships 3 000
Gymnastics National Championships 10 000
Polocrosse Nationals, Coaching & Travel 1 250
1995/96
Archery National Championships 2 000
Polocrosse National Championships 5 000
Judo National Championships 4 100
Bocce National Championships 5 000
Cycling Additional funds for 1996 National track championships 2 000
Ice Skating Aust Figure Skating Champs 200
Badminton National Championships 2 900
Cycling National Championships 2 000
Karate National Championships 5 000
Tae Kwon Do National Championships 5 000
Surfing National Masters Titles 2 000
Trampoline National Championships 2 200
Yachting National Championships 4 000
1996/97
Chess National Championships 2 080
Billiards & Snooker National Championships 600
Surfing National Championships 4 000
Ice Hockey National Championships 2 969
Ice Skating National Championships 5 000
International Prac
Shooting

National Championships 5 000

Croquet 1997 World Croquet Championships 10 000
Darts National Championships 2 000
Yachting National Championships 4 000
Intern. Practical
Shooting

National Championships 5 000

1997/98
Ten Pin Bowling National Championships 5 000
Aerobics National Championships 2 000 
Clay Target National Championships 3 000
Weightlifting National Championships 1 500
Yachting National Championships 2 000
Eightball National Championships 5 500
1998/99
Eightball National Junior Championships          2 450
Table Tennis National Championships          2 000
Yachting National Championships          2 800
Lacrosse Women’s Under 19s National Championships        15 000
Swimming National Winter Swimming Championships          2 500

West Australian Sports Centre Trust

(1) There have been numerous national and several international sporting events held at Challenge Stadium, Arena
Joondalup and the Speed Dome over the past 5 years.

The only event with which the Government through the WA Sports Centre Trust has provided a financial
contribution is the 8th World Swimming Championships staged at Challenge Stadium in January 1998.

(2) $5.744m

West Australian Tourism Commission (Eventscorp)

(1)-(2) See table (attachment B).
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This response reflects information on the financial contributions by Eventscorp to international sporting events that have
been held in Western Australia in the period from 1 January 1995, and including payments made for events up until 31
December 1999.

(ATTACHMENT B)

YEAR NAME OF EVENT Govt
$

1995

1994/95 Annual PEPSI HOPMAN CUP EventsCorp underwrote the event,
but did not make a direct financial contribution)

0

1995 HEINEKEN CLASSIC (Golf) 60,000

1995 ABILYMPICS (work skills competition for the disabled) 970,433

1995 MARGARET RIVER MASTERS (international surfing
contest)

15,000

1995 Annual TELSTRA RALLY AUSTRALIA (a round of the FIA
World Rally Championship)

2,106,068

1995 MG's DOWN UNDER 10,533

1995 WORLD SPEED ROLLER SKATING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

75,000

1995 THE 36TH FAR EAST BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS 5,000

1995 INTERNATIONAL CUP (RUGBY) 10,000

1995 WORLD MINING & ENERGY GAMES 125,673

1996

1996 Annual HOPMAN CUP 43008 (net)

1996 HEINEKEN CLASSIC (Golf) 300,000

1996 MARGARET RIVER MASTERS (international surfing
contest)

15,000

1996 SOUTH PACIFIC & AUSTRALIAN PIPE BAND
CHAMPIONSHIPS

10,601

1996 Annual RALLY AUSTRALIA (a round of the FIA World Rally
Championship)

2,255,184

1996 TRICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS 8642

1996 ASIAN PACIFIC LASER CHAMPIONSHIPS 6,000

1997

1996/97 Annual HOPMAN CUP 133,244 (net)

1997 HEINEKEN CLASSIC 300,000

1997 COCA-COLA RUSTY MASTERS SURFING 20,000

1997 AEROBICA FIG SPORTS AEROBICS WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP

105,000

1997 UCI WORLD TRACK CYCLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 606,273 (net)

1997 WORLD CUP DARTS CHAMPIONSHIPS 40,000

1997 Annual RALLY AUSTRALIA (a round of the FIA World Rally
Championship)

2,709,579

1997 WORLD DANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 215,000
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1997 FESTIVAL OF TRIATHLON including ITU Triathlon
World Championships & Super Teams International
Team Relay

1,288,459

1997 WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 763,803

1997 ISAF WORLD WINDSURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS 446,233

1998

1998 Annual HOPMAN CUP 136,086 (net)

1998 Annual HEINEKEN CLASSIC 400,000

1998 COCA-COLA RUSTY MASTERS (surfing) (additional
funds from MSR)

15,000

1998 RUGBY UNION TEST - Australia vs South Africa 17,200

1998 World Super 8s Cricket Tournament Cancelled

1998 Annual RALLY AUSTRALIA (a round of the FIA World Rally
Championship)

2,239,346

1999

1999 Annual HYUNDAI HOPMAN CUP (Tennis) 170,849 (net)

1999 Annual HEINEKEN CLASSIC (Golf) 500,000

1999 Annual COCA-COLA MASTERS SURFING (additional funds
from MSR)

20,000

1999 RUGBY UNION TEST - Australia vs Ireland 15,500

1999 AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY GAMES 50,000

1999 7TH PAN-PACIFIC MASTERS SWIMMING
CHAMPIONSHIPS (additional funds from MSR)

35,000

1999 Annual TELSTRA RALLY AUSTRALIA (a round of the FIA
World Rally Championship)

370,457 (to date)

SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL, ORDERLY SERVICES

766. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the contracting out of orderly services at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and ask -

(a) on what date was the orderly service contracted out;

(b) which company was awarded the contract;

(c) has this contract been determined and if so, when;

(d) what was the contracted price for the delivery of the orderly service;

(e) how much has been paid to the company; and

(f) was there a cost overrun in the delivery of the orderly service?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) October 1995.

(b) P&O Health Services.

(c) The contract ran from October 1995 through 15 March 1999.

(d) The original contract price was $2million per annum (October 1995).

(e) During the 1998/99 financial year, $1.9million was paid.  However, the contract did not run for the entire financial
year.  The full year price for 1998/99 would have been $2.9million if the contract had run for the entire financial
year. 

(f) Increases in the contract price between October 1995 and March 1999 reflect general CPI movements and some
increases to the quantum of services being provided.
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FINANCE BROKERS, DISCIPLINARY ACTION

779. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Fair Trading:

I refer to your frequent advice to complainants who are victims of finance brokers that action could not be taken on their
complaint because as lenders they were not considered to be clients under the code of conduct, will the Minister explain why
disciplinary action was not taken under Section 83(2)(b) and Section 83(2)(d) against these Finance Brokers?

Mr SHAVE replied:

I am advised by the Minister of Fair Trading:

It is aware of the provisions of section 83 of the Finance Brokers Control Act.  Section 83(2)(b) of that Act provides that
there shall be proper cause for disciplinary action where a broker has been guilty of conduct that constitutes a breach of any
law other than the Finance Brokers Control Act (and which prejudices the borrower or lender).  Accordingly, where there
is evidence of a broker having been guilty of such conduct, whether or not the lender was, in the circumstances, a "client",
then disciplinary action may be taken.  Legal advice provided to the Board differs according to the facts of each particular
case and that both sections 83(2)(b) and 83(2)(d) have been considered by different lawyers advising the Board from time
to time.  In addition, your statement alleging I have provided "frequent advice" regarding the client issue is not true.

GRUBB, MR GRAEME CLIFFORD, INQUIRY

803. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Fair Trading:

Did the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board conduct any inquiry into the suitability of Graeme Clifford Grubb to hold a
finance brokers licence after -

(a) his conviction for forgery following the complaint of Mr and Mrs Konkoly in 1988 and, if so, what was the
outcome and, if not, why not;

(b) the qualified audit report dated 10 June 1993 was received for the 1992 year and, if so, what was the outcome and,
if not, why not;

(c) the detailed complaint was submitted by Nicholson Clement, solicitors on behalf of Mrs Carter and her son dated
3 January 1997 and, if so, what was the final outcome and, if not, why not?

Mr SHAVE replied:

I am advised:

(a) No.  The Minutes of the Board during the ensuing period do not indicate that the matter was considered by the
Board and therefore there is no indication for the reasons why.

(b) Yes.  Mr Grubb was severely reprimanded and ordered to pay costs of $690.  The Board also requested six monthly
audits for the calendar year 1993.  These audits reports were subsequently completed and were unqualified.

(c) No.  The former inspector of the Board recalls advising the Board that the evidence available did not support the
holding of a formal inquiry and, on that basis, the Board decided that the matter should not proceed.

FINANCE BROKERS, COMPLAINTS

804 Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Fair Trading:

Are complaints concerning conduct of finance brokers affecting lenders or prospective lenders prior to the 1999 variation
of the Code of Conduct now to be dealt with by inquiry before the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board pursuant to section
83(2)(b) and/or section 83(2)(d) of the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 and, if not, why not?

Mr SHAVE replied:

I am advised:

No.  The circumstances of individual complaints are taken into consideration in each and every case.  If the circumstances
of any previous complaint investigated did not suggest that proper cause existed for disciplinary action then, in the absence
of new evidence, there is no reason to suggest that that complaint should again be considered for inquiry.

FINANCE BROKERS, LENDER COMPLAINTS

805 Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Fair Trading:

I refer to the four identical letters dated 13 July 1998 (13 July 1998 letters) informing complainants that their complaints
could not be considered because they were lenders and not 'clients' of finance brokers.  In that regard -

(a) how many complaints by lenders have been rejected by the Minister of Fair Trading (MFT) and/or Finance Brokers
Supervisory Board (FBSB) on the same or similar grounds as in the 13 July letters;

(b) have MFT officers advised prospective complainants by telephone or in other informal ways that nothing can be
done for them by MFT or FBSB for reasons which are the same or similar to those in the 13 July 1998 letters;
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(c) over what period of time have MFT officer and/or FBSB members or officers been advising members of the public
that, because lenders were not clients of borrowers under the Code of Conduct in force prior to the 1999 variation,
the MFT and/or FBSB could not help them;

(d) have MFT officers, even in recent weeks, advised members of the public that the new Code of Conduct is not
retrospective and there is no jurisdiction to deal with complaints concerning conduct prior to the commencement
of the new Code of Conduct and, if so, can the Minister provide an assurance that such advice will no longer be
given out;

(e) was the Minister and/or Cabinet misled into believing that a lender was not a client of a finance broker under the
Code of Conduct in force prior to the new code prepared in 1999, and as a result no action could be taken under
the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 against finance brokers with respect to conduct affecting actual or
prospective lenders and, if so, what action is now to be taken in consequence?

Mr SHAVE replied:

The Ministry has advised:

(a) Approximately 12 letters similar to those dated 13 July 1998 have been issued.  Those persons who received the
letters all had dealing with the same finance broker and the circumstances of their complaints were essentially the
same.  In those cases the complaints could not be dealt with by the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board as legal
advice indicated that in their particular circumstances, the investors were not "clients" for the purposes of the Code
of Conduct.  The circumstances of individual complaints are taken into consideration in each and every case.  As
circumstances will vary from case to case, it is not possible to provide information as to the number of prospective
complainants who have not had their complaints inquired into because the grounds of their complaint were the same
or similar to those outlined in the letter of 13 July 1998.

(b) No.  Ministry of Fair Trading Officers in the branch dealing with finance broking, have provided and are continuing
to provide advice that is consistent with the legal advice that was obtained in respect of the definition of "client".

(c) The advice that is being given to investors in respect of the definition of "client" has been given since legal advice
was obtained on the issue.  I am advised that written legal advice was obtained in January 1998.

(d) The new Code of Conduct is not retrospective and that advice is being given by Ministry of Fair Trading officers
to that effect.  The circumstances of each and every individual complaint are taken into consideration before advice
is given in respect of the Board's jurisdiction to deal with complaints in relation to both the old and new code of
conduct.

(e) No. 

GRUBB, MR GRAEME CLIFFORD, MINISTER'S LETTER

806. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Fair Trading:

Does the Minister accept that the Minister's letter to Mr Wilsmore dated 30 August 1999 does not fairly or comprehensively
detail the history at which Finance Brokers Supervisory Board and/or Ministry of Fair Trading officers knew there was non
compliance with the Finance Brokers Control Act 1975 by Graeme Clifford Grubb and Graeme Grubb Finance Broker and -

(a) if so, how did the Minister come to write that letter; and

(b) if not, how in light of the matters referred to in the release does the Minister contend that the letter was fair and
comprehensive?

Mr SHAVE replied:

(a)-(b) No.  The letter to Mr Wilsmore is a fair summary of the issues. 

FAIR TRADING COMPLAINTS

807. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Fair Trading:

(1) Why was the early 1998 complaint concerning Blackburne and Dixon Pty Ltd with respect to the Parmelia
Shopping Centre rejected?

(2) Is that complaint, or the re-making of the complaint, now proceeding to inquiry before the Finance Brokers
Supervisory Board (FBSB) and, if so, when will it be heard?

(3) When did the FBSB officers and/or Ministry of Fair Trading officers first investigate the affairs of Global Finance?

Mr SHAVE replied:

(1) A complaint against Blackburne and Dixon with respect to the Parmelia Shopping Centre was received in early
1998.  The evidence did not support the holding of a formal inquiry.  However, the valuation obtained in
connection with that matter was referred to the Land Valuers Licensing Board which is holding an inquiry into the
matter.  

(2) No.
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(3) In July 1996 the Deputy Registrar of the Board initiated an investigation in response to an interim audit report for
Global Finance.  That report indicated that the auditor was not satisfied that Global Finance had not breached
section 44(5) of the Finance Brokers Control Act.  The auditor’s concerns were in relation to excess interest earned
over and above that agreed to with the lender, pending draw down of their loan funds being retained by Global
Finance Group Pty Ltd over and above that allowed for under Section 44 (1) of the Act.  I tabled this Audit Report
on 29 June during Question Time in response to a Question from the Member for Armadale and on 22 September
in response to a Question on Notice also from the Member for Armadale.  A legal opinion was obtained in relation
to the matter which indicated that section 44(5) had no application.  While the concerns expressed by the auditor
were found not to be sustained, the legal opinion suggested concern about the content of written authorities.  The
Finance Brokers Supervisory Board instructed that Global Finance be requested to amend the content of those
authorities in accordance with the legal opinion.  Global Finance agreed to the amendment.

FINANCE BROKERS, LOSSES OF INVESTORS

808. Mr McGINTY to the Minister for Fair Trading:

Does the Minister think it appropriate that all losses of investors with delinquent finance brokers should be met by the
Government on terms that the Government repay their investment and interest in exchange for an assessment of all securities
or causes of action which the investors may now have to enforce recovery?

Mr SHAVE replied:

No.  The Government has provided whatever funding has been required by the Finance Brokers Supervisory Board to carry
out it’s statutory obligations under the Finance Brokers Control Act, including funding for the supervisors of Global Finance
and Grubb Finance.  It would not be appropriate for the Government to accept responsibility for any improper conduct that
may have been engaged in by the directors of Global or Grubb Finance.  

HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

823. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with maternal, foetal and child health?

(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with maternal, foetal and child health?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;
(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Since October 1998, approximately $30.0 million has been allocated to Health Service Agreements with the
Kimberley, East and West Pilbara Health Services for maternal, foetal and child health.

(2) Additional funds allocated to the North West for maternal, foetal and child health since October 1998 total
$881,000.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Additional allocations include:

Injury Prevention Programs - In 1999-00 a total of $80,000 has been provided to the Kimberley and Pilbara Health
Units in support of passenger restraint, swimming pool fencing, childhood home injuries.  These programs aim to
reduce the incidence of road and home injuries.

Nutrition and Physical Activity Programs – In 1999-00 a total of $318,000 has been provided to the Kimberley and
Pilbara Health Units in support of nutrition and physical activity programs.  These programs aim to increase the
prevalence of healthy eating consistent with the dietary guidelines of Australians and to improve knowledge
attitudes and skills to enable all Western Australians to live a healthy lifestyle and to reduce the incidence and
improve early detection of diabetes.

Environmental Health Programs – In 1999-00 a total of $208,000 has been provided to the Kimberley and Pilbara
Health Units in support of trachoma, leprosy, audiology, hookworm, water fluoridation and vector borne disease
control programs.  These programs aim to minimise exposure to disease and infection from environmental health
risks.

Cancer Prevention Programs – In 1999-00 a total of $110,000 has been provided to Kimberley and Pilbara Health
Units supporting additional cervical and breast cancer education programs to reduce the incidence and impact of
cancer of the cervix and breast.
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Childhood Immunisation  - In 1999-00 a total of $130,000 has been provided to Kimberley and Pilbara Health
Units in support of childhood immunisation programs.

Smoking Prevention Programs - In 1999-00 a total of $35,000 has been provided to Kimberley and Pilbara Health
Units in support of programs which seek to reduce smoking during pregnancy.  This program aims to raise
awareness of the health risks of active and passive smoking 

HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

829. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with alcohol abuse?

(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with alcohol abuse?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;
(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Specific 1998-1999 Health expenditure on alcohol and other drug services in the North-West was in the vicinity
of $6.2 million. It is not possible to break these figures down as pre/post October 1998. Approximately $5.25
million of this expenditure was specifically for alcohol related bed days. Other allocations ($950,000) cannot be
differentiated, as they were for responding to all drug related issues, inclusive of alcohol and other drugs. 

(This includes; 
$270,000 Public Health Division;
$5.25m General Health purchasing on alcohol related bed-days based on previous yearly expenditures;
$644,000 Office of Aboriginal Health; and
$41,000 Mental Health Division)

In addition, the WA Drug Abuse Strategy Office (WADASO) expenditure on alcohol and other drugs in the North-
West totalled $646,700

(2) Since July 1998, a number of additional funds have been allocated to the Kimberley Health Services for programs
dealing with alcohol and other substance abuse. The total funds for these programs is $ 145,517. It is not possible
to break these amounts down as post October 1998.

(3) Not applicable

(4) (a) Additional Allocation totals $145,517
(b) Purpose of allocation:

Employment of a Community Development Officer; Provision of Counselling sessions to Aboriginal
individuals and families; Provision of Health Promotion materials regarding the adverse consequences
of alcohol and substance abuse ($71,517) (July 1998 – June 1999)
Development of regional alcohol and drug withdrawal services emphasising community-based withdrawal
support through policy and procedure development/modification and a comprehensive education
programme ($41,000)

Training of alcohol and other drug workers for remote areas in the Kimberley Region ($33,000)
Various Health Promotion Campaigns through Healthway at regional sporting events ($7,500)

(c) Period of funding 12 months

(d) Expected Outcomes:
A reduction in the level of alcohol and substance abuse among the Aboriginal Community and reduced
presentations for alcohol and substance abuse related morbidity throughout the region.
Increased access to people in the Kimberley region to withdrawal services both in the community and
through health services which are standardised across the region and which meet best practice guidelines.
Improve access for Aboriginal people in remote communities in the Kimberley to alcohol and drug
counselling, information and community education;  train and support Aboriginal people to work in their
community as alcohol and drug workers; empower remote Aboriginal communities to address alcohol and
drug issues as they arise; reduce or delay the uptake of alcohol and other drug use by youth in remote
Aboriginal communities;  reduce alcohol and other drug related harm; develop education resources that
are culturally appropriate; develop and established role for alcohol and drug workers; develop a
coordinated approach to addressing alcohol and other drug use issues between the Community Councils,
the Health Service the Kimberley Community Drug Service Team and the Office of Aboriginal Health.
Various Health Promotion Messages eg: “Drink, Play, No Way!”

NOTE:  A component of all Community Health Nurses’, Mental Health Nurses’ and Aboriginal Health Workers’
time is spent in primary health areas of trying to reduce the impact of alcohol and other substance use.  
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HEALTH SERVICES, NORTH WEST

831. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since October 1998 what has been the budget allocation for health services in the North West of the State to deal
with drug abuse?

(2) Since October 1998 what additional allocation has been made to health services in the North West of the State to
deal with drug abuse?

(3) If there was no additional allocation, what is/are the reason/s that no additional allocation has been made?

(4) If there was an additional allocation -

(a) what is the allocation to each health service in the North West;
(b) for what purpose is each allocation made;
(c) what is the period which the funding is expected to cover; and
(d) what are the outcomes that the funding is expected to achieve?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Specific 1998-1999 financial year Health expenditure on all drug services (excluding tobacco and alcohol bed days)
in the North-West was estimated to be in the vicinity of $1.25 million. It is not possible to break these figures down
as pre /post October 1998. Approximately $295,000 of this expenditure was specifically for illicit drug related bed
days. Other allocations cannot be differentiated, as they were for responding to all drug related issues, inclusive
of alcohol, and other drugs.  (This includes:  $270,000 Public Health Division; $295,000 General Health
purchasing on drug related bed-days based on previous yearly expenditures; $644,000 Office Aboriginal Health;
and $41,000 Mental Health Division).  In addition, the WA Drug Abuse Strategy Office (WADASO) expenditure
on alcohol and other drugs in the North-West totalled $646,700.

(2) Since July 1998, a number of additional funds have been allocated to the Kimberley Health Services for programs
dealing with alcohol and other substance abuse. The total funds for these programs is $145,517. It is not possible
to break these amounts down as post October 1998.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) (a) Additional Allocation totals $145,517.
(b) Purpose of allocation:

Employment of a Community Development Officer; Provision of Counselling sessions to Aboriginal
individuals and families; Provision of Health Promotion materials regarding the adverse consequences
of alcohol and substance abuse ($71,517) (July 1998 – June 1999)
Development of regional alcohol and drug withdrawal services emphasising community-based withdrawal
support through policy and procedure development / modification and a comprehensive education
programme ($41,000)
Training of alcohol and other drug workers for remote areas in the Kimberley Region ($33,000)
Various Health Promotion Campaigns through Healthway at regional sporting events ($7,500)

(c) Period of funding 12 months.
(d) Expected Outcomes:

A reduction in the level of alcohol and substance abuse among the Aboriginal Community and reduced
presentations for alcohol and substance abuse related morbidity throughout the region.
Increased access to people in the Kimberley region to withdrawal services both in the community and
through health services which are standardised across the region and which meet best practice guidelines.
Improve access for Aboriginal people in remote communities in the Kimberley to alcohol and drug
counselling, information and community education; train and support Aboriginal people to work in their
community as alcohol and drug workers; empower remote Aboriginal communities to address alcohol and
drug issues as they arise; reduce or delay the uptake of alcohol and other drug use by youth in remote
Aboriginal communities; reduce alcohol and other drug related harm; develop education resources that
are culturally appropriate; develop and established role for alcohol and drug workers; develop a
coordinated approach to addressing alcohol and other drug use issues between the Community Councils,
the Health Service the Kimberley Community Drug Service Team and the Office of Aboriginal Health.
Various Health Promotion Messages eg: “Drink, Play, No Way!”

NOTE: A component of all Community Health Nurses’, Mental Health Nurses’ and Aboriginal Health Workers’ time is
spent in primary health areas of trying to reduce the impact of alcohol and other substance use.

TOURISM, PILBARA

839. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Tourism:

(1) How many tourists visited the Pilbara Region of the State during the following years -

(a) 1993;
(b) 1994;
(c) 1995;
(d) 1996;
(e) 1997;
(f) 1998; and
(g) 1999?
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(2) Of the tourists referred to in (1) above, how many (in each year) were international visitors?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) The tables below provide estimates of all visitors to the Pilbara between 1993 and 1998.  Estimates include people
on holiday, visiting friends and relatives, business travellers, students etc., and include only those visitors aged 15
years and over.

    YEAR      TOTAL

     1993     339,000
     1994     326,000
     1995     207,000
     1996     199,000
     1997     208,000
     1998*     285,000
     1999 not available

Source: Bureau of Tourism Research International Visitor Survey (IVS), Domestic Tourism Monitor (DTM) and
National Visitor Survey (NVS)

NOTE: The Domestic Tourism Monitor (DTM) was conducted on a financial basis, therefore, results provided
between 1993 and 1997 pertain to the financial years July 1993 to June 1997.  The DTM was terminated
in March 1998.  Visitors are aged 15 years and over.

* Estimates for 1998 include domestic visitors derived from the NVS, which are not comparable
with previous years.  The NVS is a calendar year survey, and results are for 1998.  No results
are available for 1999.

(2)
Year Domestic International Total

1993 323,000 16,000 339,000
1994 303,000 23,000 326,000
1995 186,000 21,000 207,000
1996 176,000 23,000 199,000
1997 188,000 20,000 208,000
1998 263,000* 22,000 285,000
1999 not available not available not available

Source: Bureau of Tourism Research International Visitor Survey (IVS), Domestic Tourism Monitor (DTM) and
National Visitor Survey (NVS)

NOTE: The Domestic Tourism Monitor (DTM) was conducted on a financial basis, therefore, results provided
pertain to the financial years July 1993 to June 1997.  The DTM was terminated in March 1998.  Visitors
are aged 15 years and over.

* Estimates for 1998 are derived from the NVS, which are not comparable with previous years. 
The NVS is a calendar year survey and results are for 1998.  No results are available for 1999

HEALTH DEPARTMENT, CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER

847. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the answer to question on notice No. 67 of 1999 and ask -

(a) on what date was the Chief Medical Officer position advertised;
(b) who was on the interview panel;
(c) how many candidates were interviewed;
(d) on what date was the position permanently filled;
(e) is this a full time position; and
(f) if not, what proportion of the FTE does the position occupy?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) The position of Chief Medical Officer was amalgamated with the Chief Health Officer position and the duties
thereof formed part of the new position of General Manager (Chief Medical Officer) Clinical Services Directorate
as of July 1996.  Dr Bryant Stokes is engaged on a Workplace Agreement to undertake the responsibilities of the
Chief Medical Officer (which encompasses the statutory functions of the Executive Personal Health Services) as
directed by the Commissioner of Health.

(b)-(d) Not applicable.

(e) No.

(f) 0.6

HOSPITALS, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

848. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

For each of the metropolitan hospitals, will the Minister advise -
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(a) who the Chief Executive Officer is;
(b) when each Chief Executive Officer was substantively appointed;
(c) how long each Chief Executive Officer position was vacant prior to the appointment; and
(d) what was the component and total cost of recruiting for each position?

Mr DAY replied:

Positions are actually known as Chief Executives.

(a) (i) Royal Perth Hospital - Dr Gareth Goodier
(ii) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital - Mr Craig Bennett
(iii) Fremantle Hospital - Mr John Burns
(iv) PMH/KEMH - Mr Michael Moodie

(b) (i) RPH -   9 November 1998
(ii) SCGH  - 19 October 1998
(iii) Fremantle - 30 November 1998
(iv) PMH/KEMH -   1 February 1999

(c) (i) RPH - 2 years and 10 months
(ii) SCGH - 2 years, 9 months
(iii) Fremantle - 4 months
(iv) PMH/KEMH - approx 3 months

(d) (i) RPH and (ii) SCGH - $75,258.13
(iii) Fremantle and (iv) PMH/KEMH - $56,090.68

HOSPITALS, EXPENDITURE

851. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) How much did each of the metropolitan hospitals spend in 1998-99 on -

(a) Y2K; and
(b) Central Wait List activities?

(2) How much did the Metropolitan Health Service Board (MHSB) spend centrally in 1998-99 on -

(a) Y2K; and
(b) Central Wait List activities?

(3) How much has been budgeted in 1999-2000 by each metropolitan hospital for -

(a) Y2K; and
(b) Central Wait List activities?

(4) How much was budgeted by the MHSB for 1998-99 for -

(a) Y2K; and
(b) Central Wait List activities?

(5) How much was budgeted by the MHSB for 1999-2000 for -

(a) Y2K; and
(b) Central Wait List activities?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) 1998/99 Operating Expenditure for Metropolitan Health Service

1998/99 Y2K
$M

Waitlist
$M

Armadale 0.1 0.4

Bentley 0.0 0.5

Dental 0.0 -

Fremantle 0.5 6.5

Graylands 0.1 -

Kalamunda 0.0 0.1

King Edward & Princess Margaret
Hospitals

1.0 0.2

NMHS - Osborne Park 0.1 0.9
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Rockingham 0.2 0.7

Royal Perth Hospital 2.0 3.7

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 0.7 5.5

Swan 0.1 0.6

Total Expenditure 4.8 19.1

Note: All figures are Cash.  The MHS Office and CWL Bureau have been excluded as not hospital related.

(2) 1998/99 Expenditure For Metropolitan Health Service Central Services.

(a) Y2K  $0.2M
(b) Central Waitlist Activities $0.6M

Note: 

1.  Central Services includes MHS Office and CWL Bureau. All figures are Cash.
2.  For Central Waitlist, the Accrual expenditure in 1998/99 was $0.5M.

(3) 1999/2000 Budget Allocation by Metropolitan Health Service.

Budget
1999/2000

Y2K
$M

Waitlist
$M

Armadale 0.1 0.7

Bentley 0.1 1.5

Dental 0.1 0.4

Fremantle 0.5 2.5

Graylands 0.2 -

Kalamunda 0.0 0.6

King Edward & Princess Margaret
Hospitals

0.5 0.5

NMHS - Osborne Park 0.1 1.3

Rockingham 0.1 0.8

Royal Perth Hospital 1.7 3.4

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 0.4 1.6

Swan 0.0 1.3

Total Allocated 3.8 14.7

Note: 

1. All budget figures are Cash. 
2. Total funds available to allocate to hospitals for Waitlist is $18M. The balance of $3.3M remains

unallocated. The Waitlist Administration budget ($1.2M) is additional to the $18M total funds.
3. Total funds available to allocate to hospitals for Y2K & IT is $7M.  Of the balance of $3.2M, $0.2M

has been allocated to the MHS Office and $3.0M remains unallocated.

(4) 1998/99 Budget for Central Services

(a) Y2K $0.2M
(b) Central Waitlist $0.3M
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(5) 1999/2000 Budget for Central Services

(a) Y2K $0.3M
(b) Central Waitlist $1.2M

HOSPITALS, EXPENDITURE

852. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) What was the total operating expenditure for each of the metropolitan hospitals in 1998-99 inclusive of the
following components -

(a) money for Y2K;
(b) Central Wait list;
(c) programs;
(d) Commonwealth funded projects; and
(e) capital funds?

(2) How much was expended on each of the above components in 1998-99?

(3) What was the total amount of revenue raised by each of the metropolitan hospitals in 1998-99?

(4) What is the anticipated budget for each metropolitan hospital inclusive of the components referred to in (1)
above?

(5) How much has been budgeted for each of the components in question (1) above for each of the metropolitan
hospitals for 1999-2000?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Total 1998/99 Operating Expenditure for the Metropolitan Health Service

1998/99

Net Cash
Expenditure
$M

Net Accrual
Cost of Service
$M

Armadale 32.1 34.1

Bentley 40.4 41.4

Dental 31.6 34.9

Fremantle 142.2 153.3

Graylands 49.1 55.0

Kalamunda 9.7 10.2

King Edward & Princess Margaret
Hospitals

139.6 156.2

NMHS - Osborne Park 45.2 50.5

Rockingham 23.0 22.8

Royal Perth Hospital 268.1 289.8

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 189.7 216.1

Swan 37.0 40.1

Grand Total Operations 1 007.7 1 104.4

Notes:

1 The Cash and Accrual figures are both Net of internally generated receipts/revenue as advised in question 3
below. A gross expenditure figure can be determined by adding the numbers in Question 3 to the figures above.

2. The Cash figures were derived from the Statement of Cash Flows in the MHSB1998/99 Financial Statements.
The figures relate to health services only and do not include MHS Office & Central Waitlist Bureau ($2.1M).
Including these figures increases the total Cash Flow position to $1,009.7M.
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3. The Accrual figures were derived from the Operating Statement in the MHSB1998/99 Financial Statements.
The figures relate to health services only and do not include MHS Office & Central Waitlist Bureau ($2.0M). 
Including these figures increases the total of Net Cost of Services to $1,106.3M.

4. The Cash figures include $24M of Capital allocated to individual hospitals. In a previous advice to Parliament
this figure was shown as a separate item and not allocated to individual health services.

(2) 1998/99 Expenditure by Component
$M

(a) Y2K 5.1
(b) Central Waitlist 19.1
(c) Programs 1,007.6
(d) Commonwealth Funded Projects 27.3
(e) Capital 24.0

Note: 
1. All figures are Cash and are net of receipts and proceeds from sales of assets.

2. The Programs figure represents the total of all expenditure (net) by hospitals/health services and is inclusive
of expenditure for Y2K and other IT, Waitlist, Commonwealth Projects and Capital detailed in the other items
above. It does not include MHS Office & Central Waitlist Bureau ($2.1M).

(3) 1998/99 Revenue earned for the Metropolitan Health Service.

1998/99

Net Cash
Receipts
$M

Net Accrual
Revenue
$M

Armadale 0.6 0.8

Bentley 0.8 0.8

Dental 3.7 3.8

Fremantle 8.2 8.2

Graylands 0.9 0.9

Kalamunda 0.8 0.8

King Edward & Princess Margaret
Hospitals

11.1 16.1

NMHS - Osborne Park 2.5 2.6

Rockingham 0.7 0.7

Royal Perth Hospital 28.9 27.5

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 23.2 25.3

Swan 0.5 0.6

Total Revenues/Receipts 81.9 88.1

Note: 
1. The cash figures were derived from the Statement of Cash Flows in MHSB1998/99 Financial Statements.

2. The accrual figures were derived from the Operating Statement in the MHSB1998/99 Financial Statements.

(4) Total 1999/2000 Operating Budget for the Metropolitan Health Service

1999/2000
Allocation
$M

Allocation
$M

Armadale 30.2 31.6

Bentley 40.9 39.5
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Dental 32.5 34.5

Fremantle 132.4 137.8

Graylands 46.9 47.7

Kalamunda 9.1 9.4

King Edward & Princess Margaret
Hospitals

138.2 139.2

NMHS - Osborne Park 45.2 46.1

Rockingham 20.9 22.2

Royal Perth Hospital 261.3 269.7

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 178.3 185.4

Swan 37.3 37.1

Total Allocated 973.2 1 000.2

Available to be allocated

HDWA Capital Works 6.8 5.9

IT 7.0 3.0

Wait List 18.0 3.3

Debt Servicing 11.1 11.1

Other 21.2 13.4

Total to be Allocated 64.1 36.7

Grand Total 1 037.3 1 036.9

Note: 
1. All budget figures are cash.  The accrual budgets are being developed in conjunction with the Hospitals and

Health Services.

2. The preliminary budget allocation, as previously advised to Parliament, has been updated, in the second column
above, to include a distribution of more of the "available to be allocated" funds.  The Office of MHS ($3.0m
initial and $3.3m current) has been excluded and WALSA ($1.4m) has been allocated to Swan.

3. The balance of the "Available to be Allocated" funds will be distributed in due course, once the preconditions
for each of the categories are met.

(5) 1999/2000 Budget by Component

1999/2000
Y2K
and

Other IT
$M

Central
Waitlist

$M

Programs
$M

Commonwealth
Projects

$M

Capital
Funds

$M

Armadale 0.1 0.7 31.6 0.3 0.1

Bentley 0.1 1.5 39.5 0.8 0.1

Dental 0.1 0.4 34.5 - 0.1

Fremantle 0.5 2.5 137.8 3.0 -



4308 [ASSEMBLY]

Graylands 0.2 - 47.7 0.2 0.2

Kalamunda - 0.6 9.4 0.1 0.1

King Edward &
Princess
Margaret
Hospitals

0.5 0.5 139.2 1.3 -

NMHS -
Osborne Park

0.1 1.3 46.1 0.9 0.1

Rockingham 0.1 0.8 22.2 0.7 0.1

Royal Perth
Hospital

1.7 3.4 269.7 12.9 -

Sir Charles
Gairdner
Hospital

0.4 1.6 185.4 4.2 -

Swan 0.0 1.3 37.2 0.3 0.1

Total Allocated 3.8 14.6 1 000.3 24.7 0.9

Total to be
allocated

3.0 3.3 36.7 - 5.9

Notes: 

1. All budget figures are Cash. The MHS Office and Central Waitlist Bureau budgets have been excluded from
the above. The MHS Office budget of $3.3M is not distributed to Programs.

2. The Programs figures represent the total of all funds allocated to hospitals/health services, plus funds available
to be allocated. 

3. The Programs budget for each hospital/health service are inclusive of funds for Y2K and other IT, Waitlist,
Commonwealth Projects and Capital detailed in the other columns above.  The MHS Office has been allocated
$300Kof the Y2K funds.

4. The Western Australian Limb Service for Amputees allocation is ($1.4M) included in the Swan budget.

CALM, CONSULTATION WITH EMPLOYEES ON RESTRUCTURING

869. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What consultation with the Department of Conservation and Land Management employees has occurred or is
planned as a result of the restructure of CALM?

(2) When will these consultations be undertaken?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) CALM staff have each been provided with a summary of the new legislation and been advised of the processes
adopted by the Executive Director to progress implementation of the proposed new structures on an interim
basis.

(2) Staff have been advised that they will receive regular information during the change process and that there will
be detailed consultations in the near future with those staff who are likely to become staff of the proposed Forest
Products Commission. 

LAMBERTA PTY LTD, COMPLAINT TO UNION

875. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Did the Minister receive a complaint from the Australian Manufacturing Workers' Union on 2 September 1999
regarding the conduct of officers from the Office of the Commissioner for Workplace Agreements in relation
to employees at Lamberta Pty Ltd, the owners of Forward Engineers?

(2) If yes, then what action has the Minister taken following receipt of this complaint?
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(3) Has the Minister replied informing the Australian Manufacturing Workers' Union of what actions she has taken
or intends to take with respect to this complaint?

(4) If so, then what was the date of this reply?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Yes

(2) Referred the matter to the Commissioner of Workplace Agreements.

(3) Yes

(4) 22 October 1999.

LAMBERTA PTY LTD, WORKPLACE AGREEMENT

876. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Have one or more workers at Forward Engineers of Welshpool objected to the registration of a Workplace
Agreement in their names following the transmission of business to a new owner; Lamberta Pty Ltd?

(2) Has an officer or officers of the Office of the Commissioner for Workplace Agreements met with workers to
discuss the application for registration for workplace agreements by their new employer, Lamberta Pty Ltd?

(3) Was an undertaking given by an officer from the Commission that the workers bargaining agents would be
advised of any on site meeting in order to allow them to attend and help represent the interests of such workers?

(4) Were meetings held without advising workers so that they might have their bargaining agents present?

(5) Did some workers, during at least one of these meetings, indicate that they wished to have their bargaining agent
present?

(6) If so, did the meeting continue regardless of the fact that their bargaining agents were not present?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(6) Under Section 88(4)(a) of the Workplace Agreements Act (1993) no information regarding a workplace
agreement can be disclosed to the Minister without the consent of all parties to the agreement.

LAMBERTA PTY LTD, WORKPLACE AGREEMENT

877. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Is it a fact that the new Workplace Agreement being offered to workers of Forward Engineers, Welshpool under
the new management of Lamberta Pty Ltd, contains reference to the Minimum Conditions of the Employment
Act 1993 without informing them of these conditions which would apply under the Workplace Agreement?

(2) Is it a fact that workers were asked to sign a Workplace Agreement without being shown or having explained
to them the conditions that were required under the Minimum Conditions of Employment Act 1993?

(3) Under current Government policies and legislation, is it true that on transmission of business the new employer
is expected to honour and maintain conditions of employment in cases where the existing contract of
employment is a Workplace Agreement but not where existing employment was under an award?

(4) Will the Minister justify these policies which are clearly to the detriment of ordinary working men and women
of Western Australia?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) I have no knowledge of the circumstances of any offer of a workplace agreement to workers of Forward
Engineers.

(2) I am not a party to discussions that may or may not have taken place between the employer and employees
about signing a workplace agreement.

(3) When a transmission of business occurs, the new employer is expected to honour a contract of employment that
continues, regardless of whether a workplace agreement or award is in place.

(4) The policies of the Coalition Government have delivered more jobs and more choices, and improved pay and
conditions for Western Australians.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONSULTANTS' REPORTS

901. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Health:

(1) Since 1 January 1999, what reports has each department and agency under the Minister's control received from
consultants employed by it?

(2) What is the title of each report?
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(3) In brief terms, what is the subject of each report?

(4) What recommendations are contained in each report?

Mr DAY replied:

(1)-(4) The member would be aware six monthly reports are tabled in Parliament that provide information on
consultants engaged by Government agencies. The member should access these reports to obtain information
on consultants.

GRAYLANDS PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL, BED AVAILABILITY

919. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

For each week since 1 July 1999, on how many occasions were there no beds available for patients at Graylands
psychiatric hospital?

Mr DAY replied:

There have been no occasions when a bed was not available at Graylands Psychiatric Hospital.  With respect to the
overall availability of beds, Graylands Hospital participates in the Metropolitan-wide Contingency Plan to ensure bed
pressures are evenly spread when peak demand occurs. The Contingency Plan includes all metropolitan psychiatric
inpatient units and involvement of community based services as well.  Graylands Hospital has access to overflow beds
within the secure wards and this ensures that patients are able to be admitted to these wards whenever necessary.  Nursing
staff numbers are varied automatically to meet the bed numbers occupied.

TOBACCO CONTROL ACT 1990, REVIEWS

921. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many reviews of the Tobacco Control Act 1990 have been undertaken in the last five years?

(2) When was the last review undertaken and by whom?

(3) What were the recommendations of the latest review?

(4) What is the Government's response to these recommendations?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) One.

(2) In late 1994, Minter Ellision Northmore and Hale (MENH) were commissioned by the Health Department of
Western Australia (HDWA) to undertake part of this review.  MENH were responsible for the review of all
parts of the Act except Part 3 of the Act which deals with the Western Australian Health Promotion Foundation
(Healthway).  Keat Peat Marwick Group (KPMG) was commissioned to undertake this part of the review for
which a separate report was completed.

(3)-(4) The report was tabled in Parliament in 1996.  Since that time the Minister for Health and the Health Department
of Western Australia have received submissions and comments from various stakeholders.  The Minister for
Health has established  a Working Party, with representation from industry and health groups, to assess
strategies aimed at reducing the illegal sale of tobacco to minors.  The findings of this Working Party will assist
the Minister for Health in considering proposed amendments to the Tobacco Control Act 1990. 

HOSPITALS, WARD CLOSURES

922. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

For each of the metropolitan teaching hospitals will the Minister advise -

(a) how many and which wards are closed; and
(b) how long each ward has been closed?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) (i) Fremantle Hospital & Health Service
1 ward (15 beds) – orthopaedic ward

(ii) PMH/KEMH
Nil

(iii) Royal Perth Hospital
Nil

(iv) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
2 wards – Ward B12 and Ward G64

(b) (i) Fremantle Hospital & Health Service
Since 2 October 1999

(ii)-(iii) Not applicable
(iv) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital

Ward B12 – since December 1998 (10 months)
Ward G64 – since 5/7/99 – 11/10/99 (3 months)
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It has been possible to close these wards due to improved efficiency through such initiatives as Admission on
Same Day of Surgery.  Orthopaedic length of stay has been decreased by approximately 2 days per patient.

For the period 1/7/99 – 30/9/99 Fremantle Hospital has admitted 253 multi-day elective orthopaedic cases
compared to 126 for the same period last year.

Ward B12 was initially closed because of dust contamination from the building site for the WA Institute for
Medical Research, which involved removing a portion of B block. It remained closed over the summer months
because fewer respiratory beds are needed during the warmer months and bed numbers are traditionally
seasonally adjusted.  Following a review of SCGH’s annual bed requirements for respiratory medicine, it was
decided to keep Ward B12 closed and consolidate the hospital’s acute respiratory expertise into one ward –
Ward B11.  At times of peak demand, additional respiratory patients are cared for in G Block.

Ward G64 was closed on a temporary basis in response to difficulties in recruiting adequate numbers of nursing
staff.  The ward re-opened on the afternoon of Monday 11 October because sufficient staff had been recruited.

SIR CHARLES GAIRDNER HOSPITAL, WARD G64 CLOSURE

926. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the closure of Ward G64 at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital and ask -

(a) when was Ward G64 closed;

(b) how many adverse incidents have been reported since its closure in the specialities of ear nose and throat (ENT)
and plastic surgery;

(c) what was the nature of the adverse incidents; and

(d) how many adverse incidents were reported in ENT and plastic surgery in the same period during 1998?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) Ward G64 was closed for 3 months from Monday 5 July through Monday 11 October 1999.  Ward G64 was
closed on a temporary basis in response to difficulties in recruiting adequate numbers of nursing staff. The ward
re-opened on the afternoon of Monday 11 October 1999 because sufficient staff had been recruited.

(b) Four.

(c) The four patient complaints, in summary, were as follows:

1. a) Incorrect contact phone number given.
b) Patient not seen pre-operatively (by doctors).
c) Questions not answered satisfactorily (by doctors).
d) Insufficient pain medication given.

2. Patient placed in over census area due to a high number of emergency admissions.
3 Cancelled ENT surgery due to a lack of beds resulting from a high level of emergency admissions. 

Patient had operation three weeks later.
4. Plastic Surgery patient nursed in 4-bedded room with 3 acute Neurology patients.

(d) Two. 
1. Intravenous cannula left in patient's arm on discharge.
2. Long wait for breast reduction patient. Surgery since provided by Central Waitlist Bureau wait list

reduction program. 

SENIORS, MULTICULTURAL PROGRAMS AND VOLUNTARY WORK

930. Ms WARNOCK to the Minister for Seniors:

(1) What specific funding is provided for seniors from an ethnic or culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds?

(2) In regard to the Seniors Card, at what times can it be used for transport?

(3) Has the Office of Seniors' Interests done any research on the number of seniors who are involved in voluntary
work?

(4) If not, will the Office consider doing this research?

(5) In regard to the "Meals on Wheels" programs provided in the State, is any consideration given to appropriate
meals for people of different ethnic backgrounds?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) As part of the International Year of Older Persons, $10,000 was provided to the Northern Suburbs Migrant
Resource Centre for a pilot participation project.  A major component of this is an Expo, publicising what
services are already available to older people.  In addition, $100,039 was provided to 28 organisations for
projects with a specific ethnic, culturally and linguistically diverse or Aboriginal focus during the International 
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Year.  In a joint initiative with the Womens Policy Development Office, the Women’s Advisory Council and
the Office of Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs, the Office of Seniors Interests has contributed
approximately $3,000 to “Looking to the Future” a Consultation with Ethnic Senior Women on Financial
Independence, held on Wednesday 20 October 1999.  The Office also worked with the Aboriginal Affairs
Department to produce “Messages for our Children: A Selection of Oral Histories from Aboriginal Elders”. 
The project had a budget of $20,000.

(2) The WA Seniors Card can be used for concession travel at any time on Transperth’s public transport services,
with the exception of purchasing a concession Dayrider ticket between 7.15 and 9.00 am on weekdays.  The
associated Seniors Ticket can be used for free travel on public transport services on Sundays and public
holidays.

(3) The Office has neither commissioned nor conducted research on the numbers of seniors involved in volunteer
work.  The Australian Bureau of Statistics provides information on seniors’ participation in volunteering.

(4) None is planned.

(5) The Minister for Seniors is not responsible for administering the “Meals on Wheels” programme.  As “Meals
on Wheels” is administered through the Home and Community Care programme, the question should be
referred to the Minister for Health.

WA TOURISM COMMISSION WEB SITE

933. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) How many tourism operators have taken out space on the Western Australian Tourism Commission (WATC)
website?

(2) What is the total amount that has been paid by tourism operators to advertise on the WATC website?

(3) What amount of the total amount has or will be paid to regional tourism associations?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) 173.

(2) $68 165 as at the beginning of November 1999.

(3) $10 667, however many RTAs did not sign agreements to take on responsibility for their part of  the web site
until the last few months.  As RTAs receive 30% of subscription fees (and tourist bureaux receive 50%), it is
expected that this figure will grow as more operators take up subscriptions.

TOURISM, REGIONAL AREAS

946. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has the Government developed a plan to improve tourism in regional Western Australia?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If so, what is that plan?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1)-(3) Over the past four years, the Government has been very committed to the development of regional tourism via
several new initiatives which have generated outstanding results.

These many initiatives include the following:

The Western Australian Tourism Development Strategy was prepared in conjunction with the tourism industry
and is the basis for determining investment and development priorities in WA.  The Strategy is also used as the
basis for assessing applications for financial assistance to the Tourism Development Fund; which has already
approved the development of 76 projects worth $14.7 million.

Funding provided to Regional Tourism Associations has increased by almost 56% between 1994/95 and
1998/99.

$1 020 000 in media placement was spent on the Brand WA campaign promoting regional areas in the National
market since April 1997.

Brand WA commercials feature the following regional areas:

Kimberley Broome, Bungle Bungle
Pilbara Karijini National Park
Gascoyne Ningaloo Reef and Whale Sharks
Heartlands The Pinnacles
South West Grape (vineyards/wineries)
Great Southern Tree Top Walk
Goldfields Goldfields
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75% of national media familiarisations involve visits to regional areas.

Participation at National trade and consumer shows is coordinated by the WATC with a strong regional content.

Over 50 000 bed nights have been generated by the 1999 Winter Breaks campaign, with most business going
to regional accommodation operators.

Facilitation of regional product content for the “Our WA” television program,

Exposure of regional areas and product on the tourism web site www.westernaustralia.net.

Over $10 million gross in media placement for advertising campaigns in Singapore, the United Kingdom, Japan,
Malaysia and Indonesia since July 1997 with a significant proportion of these campaigns containing regional
images.  The UK Brand Campaign in particular has had a very strong focus on regional tourism experiences
and destinations with Cable Beach, Diving with Whale Sharks, the Bungle Bungle and Karrajini National Park
all heavily featured.

Over $600 000 allocated to trade and media familiaristions since 1997 by the WATC with an estimated 70-75%
involving regional visits.  It is worth noting the Australian Tourist Commission’s estimate of the value of the
publicity generated through this program during 1998-1999: In total, over $96.4 million in publicity value was
generated from media familiarisations which was directly beneficial to regional tourism in Western Australia.

The regions are featured extensively in all international marketing collateral since 1997.  The Discover Western
Australia brochure for example, is in its second print run (over 180,000 copies printed to date) in various
languages.  The current Discover WA brochure features a full colour double page spread of each region, with
75% of the brochure regionally focussed.

Participation at Trade and Consumer Shows has been the mainstay of the International Marketing Division’s
activities for several years.  Together with the recent highly successful Travel Australia Business Show hosted
in Perth, all trade and consumer shows have had strong regional content.  This has extended to pre and post
event touring to the regions by both trade delegates and invited media.

Negotiations by the WATC international offices with influential wholesalers in each of WA’s core markets
resulted in over 58 million pages of Western Australian product content in 1998-1999.  It is estimated that 75%
of this extensive coverage included regional product.  

In addition, the WATC and industry are currently developing their next five year plan which will have a very
strong focus on the development of regional tourism.

Specific details will be released in early 2000.

ROYAL LIFE SAVING SOCIETY, FUNDING

952. Mr CARPENTER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the Minister's answer to a question without notice on 22 September about State Government funding to the
Royal Life Saving Society and ask how much State Government funding did the organisation receive in the following
years -

(a) 1992;
(b) 1993;
(c) 1994;
(d) 1995;
(e) 1996;
(f) 1997; and
(g) 1998?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1) Funding to the Royal Life Saving Society is:

Year: Sports Community Sporting & Consolidated
Lottery Recreational Facilities Fund:
Account: Fund:

1992/93 $47 775 Nil Nil
1993/94 $48 620 Nil Nil
1994/95 $52 375 Nil Nil
1995/96 $52 000 Nil Nil
1996/97 $56 900 $200 000 Nil
1997/98 $57 300 Nil $100 000
1998/99 $57 260 Nil $100 000

HEALTH DEPARTMENT, MR TOM McGUIRE

959. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that Mr Tom McGuire is engaged as a consultant by the Western Australian Health
Department?
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(2) If so, on what date did he commence and on what terms and conditions?

(3) What is the total remuneration to Mr McGuire in Australian dollars each year?

(4) What are the additional costs for airfares, accommodation, cars and living expenses each year?

(5) Is Mr McGuire being paid in American dollars and does he pay tax in Australia?

(6) What has Mr McGuire been contracted to do and what are the outcomes?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) After due process Dr Thomas McGuire began the consultancy on 3 September 1996.  The terms were: payment
in US Dollars; return travel between USA and Australia business class; while in Perth provision of
accommodation, access to telephone and to a vehicle. Interstate air travel (as required and approved by HDWA)
to be business class. 

(3) Total remuneration in Australian Dollars:

1996/97 $219,987.30
1997/98 $271,365.84
1998/99 $280,052.55
1999/00 $38,491.15

(4) Total additional cost in Australian Dollars:

1996/97 $40,190.79
1997/98 $36,588.84
1998/99 $50,435.24
1999/00 $13,664.49

(5) His remuneration is paid in American dollars.  He is paid as a consultant, therefore it is not known if he pays
taxes in Australia.

(6) Dr McGuire is an internationally recognised expert on health econometric analytical systems, particularly
Casemix.  He has been contracted primarily to assist the Health Department to develop and refine an effective
econometric model for translating input based budget setting for hospitals into an output orientated purchasing
tool that is based on Western Australian information.  The major outcomes of this consultancy include:

A Casemix analytical system for WA that incorporates sensitivity to complexity and severity of illness, issues
that are not currently considered in other parts of Australia.

A framework and an operational model for risk sharing the occurrence of exceptional episodes of admitted
patient care;

A methodology for charging on a full cost recovery basis for eligible beneficiaries of the Department for
Veterans’ Affairs, which has increased the annual revenue to Western Australia from $9m to $24m.

Dr McGuire’s contribution has facilitated the rapid development of an evidence-based and robust purchasing
methodology for implementing Output Based Management in the WA health system.

HOSPITALS, STAFF AND EXPENDITURE

960. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) For each of the hospitals under the responsibility of the Metropolitan Health Service Board, will the Minister
table how many staff (FTEs) are employed in the areas of -

(a) Human Resources;

(b) Industrial Relations;

(c) Finance and Accounting;

(d) Information technology;

(e) Supply;

(f) Maintenance;

(g) Public Relations/Media; and

(h) Hotel and Catering?

(2) For the financial year 1998-99, what was the expenditure in each of the above areas for each hospital?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) See chart below.
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FTE
HOSPITAL HR IR FINANCE IT SUPPLY MAINTENANCE PR/MEDIA HOTEL &

CATERING

Armadale 14.85 6.55 1.13 0 13.33 0 72.44

Bentley 22.88 8.09 1.5 0 10.02 0 18.361

Dental 5.77 12.26 7.6 14.43 14.26 0 31.4

Fremantle 45.57 28.76 19.61 60 35 2.55 278

Graylands 16.88 16.04 3.13 0 24.5 0 142.58

Kalamunda           4.5 .87 0 3.19 0 23

NMHS 13.6 6.38 3.25 0 13.46 .4 80.6

PMH/KEMH 37.81 41.58 25.56 0 59 4 285

Rockingham/
Kwinana

         16.85 2.78 0 5.06 0 36.33

RPH 41.85 71.73 23.2 130 91 2 528

SCGH 78.79 35.01 17.34 0 94 3 360

SWAN 9.8 4.33 2.15 0 2.78 0 372

TOTAL 287.72 252.08 108.12 204.43 365.60 11.95 1,892.71

(2) See chart below.

COST

HOSPITAL HR IR FINANCE IT SUPPLY MAINTENANCE PR/MEDIA HOTEL &
CATERING

Armadale 631,664 269,303 65,276 0 451,000 0 2,256,000

Bentley 1,063,327 451,322 105,696 0 448,000 0 2,977,000

Dental 209,138 427,408 255,368 429,366 534,440 0 769,000

Fremantle 2,023,905 1,266,397 914,944 2,460,000 1,339,000 134,107 8,185,000

Graylands 685,221 576,363 151,117 0 986,950 0 4,638,610

Kalamunda                     179,600 39,359 0 132,640 0 661,000

NMHS 548,100 259,391 88,228 0 490,000 16,450 2,400,000

PMH/KEMH 1,590,170 1,835,427 1,317,796 0 2,263,000 193,100 8,675,000

Rockingham/
Kwinana

              739,949 107,223 0 189,834 0 1,171,000

RPH 1,875,865 2,788,476 1,041,538 5,230,000 3,526,000 88,269 16,800,000

SCGH 3,488,630 1,652,068 867,846 0 3,165,000 143,390 10,937,000

SWAN 416,765 155,295 92,070 0 205,535 0 3,332,674

TOTAL 12,532,785 10,600,999 5,046,461 8,119,366 13,731,399 575,316 62,802,284

1. Bentley – Catering and Hotel Services have been contracted out.
2. Swan – Hotel Services, Engineering and Gardening have been contracted out.

(i) Human Resources includes payroll, industrial relations, personnel, staff development and occupational
health safety and welfare.

(ii) Finance excludes internal audit.
(iii) Information Technology excludes resources employed by Health Department IT contractor CSC.
(iv) Supply is divided into Supply Chain 1 (RPH) and Supply Chain 2 (Fremantle).  Dental Services has

a separate supply function.
(v) Kalamunda Health Service and Rockingham/Kwinana Health Service combine HR/IR/Finance and

their figures have been included in the total figure under Finance.
(vi) FTE and salary data is from multiple sources and although considered accurate, it should be treated

as unaudited.
As at 23.09.99.

HEALTH, PATIENT HOME MODIFICATION EXPENDITURE

961. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

For each of the Regional Health Districts, will the Minister advise how much was allocated and spent on patient home
modification for each of the following financial years -
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(a) 1995-96;
(b) 1996-97;
(c) 1997-98; and
(d) 1998-99?

Mr DAY replied:

The information requested is not available.  The Health Department does not specifically allocate funds for home
modifications in its purchasing agreements with Health Services.  Individual Health Services have differing management
and accounting treatment of those home modifications they pay for.  Some include the work in the maintenance budget
whilst others only separate the costs of materials specifically purchased.  No meaningful expenditure figures exist.  The
Disability Services Commission manages the Community Aids and Appliances Program which is a significant provider
of home modifications and maintenance.

HOSPITALS, IMPACT OF FRINGE BENEFITS TAX ON SALARY PACKAGING

962. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Minister or his department undertaken an analysis of the impact of changes to the Fringe Benefit tax
on salary packaging in public hospitals?

(2) If such an analysis has been undertaken, what is the estimated financial impact on the health budget?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) A preliminary estimate of the cost of FBT for the WA Government Health Sector indicates that it may be up
to $40 million.  More definite figures cannot be provided until the Federal Government passes the relevant
legislation.  I am advised that this legislation has been introduced but not passed and the next opportunity for
this to happen is February 2000.

HOSPITALS, MEDICAL OFFICERS' SALARY INCREASE

963. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the salary increase negotiated and agreed for medical officers in metropolitan hospitals?

(2) What is the date of operation?

(3) What is the total anticipated cost of the increase?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) 7.12 %  over  2.5 years.
(2) The first pay period on or after 22.2.99 ( pay cycles vary ).
(3) $4.27M.

PLANTATION INDUSTRY, REVIEW

965. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the Minister's media release of 17 September 1999 which stated that an independent review into the State's
plantation operations would be "publicly tendered with the terms of reference being advertised tomorrow (18 September
1999)", and ask -

(a) will the Minister state where and when these terms of reference were advertised; and
(b) when will the review be completed?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a) The terms of reference were made available through advertisements as follows:
The Weekend Australian on 18 and 25 September 1999
The West Australian on 25 September 1999
The Australian Financial Review on 24 September 1999

(b) The final report is due on 31 December 1999.

966. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment.  (See page 8666.)

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT FUND, APPLICATIONS

971. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) How many applications were received for the $1,126,154 allocated under the Tourism Development Fund,
announced by the Minister on 5 October 1999?

(2) How many applicants were unsuccessful?

(3) Will the Minister state the amounts requested by unsuccessful applicants, and the towns or shires from where
the application was made?
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Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) 54.

(2) 21 were successful and 33 were unsuccessful.

(3) I will table a list of the 33 not funded and the 21 that were funded (Tabled paper No 611).  I would advise that
a calculation error by the WATC resulted in the media release of 5 October 1999 quoting $1 126 154 as the
total allocated under the Tourism Development Fund, instead of the correct amount of $1 076 154.

SOUTH WEST HEALTH CAMPUS, RISK ANALYSIS

972. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Works and Services:

(1) Was a Risk Analysis carried out on the construction of the South West Health Campus prior to the
commencement of construction?

(2) If yes, will the Minister table this analysis?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

(1) Yes. A Risk Management Study was carried out on the South West Health Campus prior to commencement of
construction.  The study identified a number of risks resulting in key actions being undertaken by the project
team to mitigate these risks.

(2) No.

(3) The study was undertaken by a variety of people from not only the public sector but also the private sector.

To release this document would breach confidentiality agreements signed by members associated with the
project, and would also breach commercial-in-confidence matters associated with tender and construction
phases of the project.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

988. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Health:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year
1998-99 on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The Member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts
and services.  The Member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.

(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The Member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

992. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year
1998-99 on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(a) Six monthly reports providing information on consultants engaged by Government agencies are tabled in
Parliament.  The Member should access these reports to obtain details of total expenditure on consultants.

(b) Annual reports tabled in Parliament in accordance with the Financial Administration and Audit Act contain the
agency’s operating statement, which discloses a total incurred on administrative expenses including contracts
and services.  The Member should access these reports to obtain information on costs of services.
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(c) Quarterly reports detailing overseas and interstate travel undertaken by Ministers and government officials are
tabled in Parliament.  The Member should access these reports to obtain information on total expenditure for
overseas travel and accommodation.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

996. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year
1998-99 on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(a)-(c) See answer to question 992.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE

998. Mr RIEBELING to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

What was the total expenditure for each of the Departments within the Minister's responsibility for the financial year
1998-99 on -

(a) consultancies;
(b) contracts and services; and
(c) overseas travel and accommodation?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a)-(c) See answer to question 992.

MR CHILLA PORTER, SPORTING BODY APPOINTMENTS

1014. Mr McGOWAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

I refer to the appointment of Mr Chilla Porter to various sporting bodies or Departments and ask -

(a) which partly or wholly Government, Lotteries or Healthways funded sporting bodies has he been appointed to;

(b) where are they situated;

(c) what Healthways, Lotteries or Government funding do each of these bodies receive each financial year;

(d) how much is Mr Porter paid in each of these positions on an annual basis;

(e) who appointed Mr Porter to each of these positions and on the advice of which body or person; and

(f) what other positions does Mr Porter occupy on Government Boards or bodies?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(a) AthleticA.
(b) West Perth
(c) Sports Lottery Account  - $150,000

Healthway $  63,000
(d) The Member should refer this question to AthleticA.
(e) AltheticA Board.
(f) None.

HOSPITALS, GOODS AND SERVICES TAX COSTS

1021. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Does the Health Budget make any provision to help public hospitals meet the set up costs of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) over the current financial year?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Has any analysis been undertaken to determine the set up cost of the GST?

(4) If so, how much is estimated?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) The Goods and Services Tax (GST) set up costs relate mainly to business system enhancements and
training.One common business system is used in the rural sector and another is used in the metropolitan area. 
These systems will be appropriately enhanced to enable compliance.  However, the funds will not be allocated
directly to Health Services.  Training will be coordinated centrally.  The costs of changes are not yet determined
as analytical work is currently in progress to assess the GST impact on all systems and processes.  This will
enable costings to be accurately established.
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(2) Not applicable.

(3) Yes.  See (1) above.

(4) This will depend on the outcome of the analysis.

KALAMUNDA HOSPITAL, BUDGET

1022. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to Kalamunda Hospital and ask -

(a) what was the hospital's budget allocation for each of the following financial years -

(i) 1993-94;
(ii) 1994-95;
(iii) 1995-96;
(iv) 1996-97;
(v) 1997-98;
(vi) 1998-99; and
(vii) 1999-2000;

(b) what was the financial outturn for each of the above financial years;

(c) how many patient bed days were provided for each of the above years;

(d) what was the occupancy rate for each of the above years;

(e) is there or has there been any consideration of privatising the Kalamunda Hospital;

(f) is there or has there been any consideration of closing the Hospital; and

(g) how long will the Chief Executive Officer be absent from the Hospital?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) Budget allocations (cash provided by WA Govt) 

1993/94     $ 5.9 m
1994/95     $ 6.8 m
1995/96     $ 7.0 m
1996/97     $ 8.6 m
1997/98     $ 8.5 m
1998/99     $ 9.7 m
1999/2000  $9.8 m

(b) Financial outturn  (cash) 

1993/94 $ 5.8
1994/95 $ 6.8
1995/96 $ 7.0
1996/97 $ 8.5
1997/98 $ 8.5
1998/99 $ 9.7
1999/2000 Not applicable as yet

(c) Bed Days.

1993/94 17906
1994/95 19001
1995/96 18025
1996/97 17133
1997/98 15642
1998/99 15414
1999/2000 Nil

(d) Occupancy Rate.%

1993/94 69.09
1994/95 73.30
1995/96 69.35
1996/97 66.11
1997/98 60.35
1998/99 59.47
1999/2000 Nil

(e) No.

(f) The Government has not considered the closure of Kalamunda.

(g) The current General Manager is on secondment to the corporate office of the MHS. It is envisaged that the
secondment will be completed by September 2000.
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DEPARTMENT OF MINERALS AND ENERGY, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES

1027. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Will the Minister advise how many staff are or were employed in the Department of Minerals and Energy
(DOME) dealing with Native Title issues and state with reference to each calendar year since 1991?

(2) Has the Minister received any requests from DOME to increase resources allocated to dealing with Native Title
issues relating to the allocation of mineral titles?

(3) (a) Of the 2805 applications awaiting submission to section 29 of the Titles Validation Act 1995
processes as at 31 May 1999, how many have now been submitted; and

(b) how long did each take?

(4) What development of policy is occurring to streamline these processes?

(5) Have any talks occurred with the indigenous working party to discuss ways of expediting the section 29 of the
Titles Validation Act 1995 process?

(6) Have any staff of DOME working in the area of minerals tenement applications applied for or been granted sick
leave or workers compensation as a result of stress, and if so, how many and for what periods?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) Details of the number of staff employed by the Department of Minerals and Energy dealing only with Native
Title issues since 1991 are as follows:

1992 -
1993 -
1994  5
1995  9
1996 12
1997 14
1998 16
1999 16

In addition to these staff, another 17 staff have a partial involvement to varying degrees on issues relating to
Native Title.

(2) Requests to increase resources were received in 1995, 1996 and 1997.

(3) (a) Between 31 May 1999 and 20 October 1999, 2209 mining tenement applications have been submitted
to the section 29 future act process under the Native Title Act 1993;

(b) 130 minutes on average.

(4) A streamlining of the future act process was incorporated in the Native Title (State Provisions) Bill 1998.

(5) Officers in the Native Title and Strategic Division of the Ministry of Premier and Cabinet have had discussions
with various indigenous groups on a range of issues including ways to improve the future act process.

(6) No.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1035. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Resources Development:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Minister's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -

(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to
Native Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?
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(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) (a) 1996-97 Nil
(b) 1997-98 $100,000
(c) 1998-99 $50,000
(d) 1999-00 Nil

(2) (a) Nil.
(b) All Department of Resources Development project staff deal with Native Title issues as they arise, as

with all other project approval issues.  At least 20 project staff have worked on issues related to Native
Title.

(3) (a) Nil.
(b) Five.

(4) Expenditure on Native Title issues has been estimated at the following amounts:

Minter Ellison $5,000
Minter Ellison Consultants $19,300
Jackson McDonald $3,400
Freehill Hollingdale & Page $58,900
Clayton Utz $6,600

Services in relation to Native Title have been provided as a part of broader contracts for the provision of legal
services.  The period of tenure for each of the above is determined by the nature of the particular project issue.

(5) There are no existing contracts solely addressing Native Title.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1037. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Minister's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -

(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to
Native Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(3) Nil.

(4)-(5) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1038. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Minister's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -
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(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to
Native Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(3) Nil.

(4)-(5) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, NATIVE TITLE RESOURCES FUNDING

1039. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Energy:

(1) How much funding has been allocated from the Minister's Department's budget for each of the years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000,

for the purposes of -

(i) Native Title litigation; and
(ii) legal opinions and advice (relating to Native Title issues)?

(2) How many staff are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to Native
Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(3) How many consultants are or have been employed by the Minister's Department to work on issues relating to
Native Title either -

(a) totally; or
(b) partially?

(4) What is or has been the cost of each such consultant and the name of each and period of tenure?

(5) In the case of an existing contract what is the length of each such contract?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Office of Energy
(1) (a)-(d) Nil.

(2) (a) Nil.

(b) No Office of Energy staff have been directly employed to work on issues relating to Native Title. 
However, the Office of Energy’s involvement in the Regional Power Procurement Process has meant
that the staff involved in that process have had to consider Native Title issues as a matter of course
in evaluating proposals and negotiating with bidders.

(3) (a)-(b) Nil.

(4)-(5) Not applicable.

AlintaGas
(1) (a)-(d) Nil.

(2) (a) Nil.
(b) 1

(3) (a) Nil.
(b) 1
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(4) Name of Consultant: Jackson McDonald.

Period of Tenure: Jackson McDonald briefly reviewed AlintaGas’ position in relation to the native
title legislation in assisting the AlintaGas Sale Steering Committee in conducting
due diligence for the sale of AlintaGas in July-October 1999.

Cost of Consultant: Separate costings for the above legal advice were not provided to AlintaGas. 
However, AlintaGas assesses such advice cost approximately $10,000.

(5) Not applicable.

Western Power
(1) (a)-(d) Nil.

(2) (a)-(b) Nil.

(3) (a) Nil.
(b) Two

(4) Name of Consultant: Williams Ellison $2,000
Freehill Hollingdale & Page $3,000

(5) Not applicable.

CONTRACTING OUT POLICY, NEGATIVE IMPACT ON REGIONAL AREAS

1049. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the State Government's contracting out policy has had a negative impact on -

(a) one or more; and
(b) all,

Regions?

(2) Does the Government accept its contracting out policy has negatively affected one or more regions?

(3) If not why not?

(4) Is it true that some major contracts let by Government departments and agencies have resulted in -

(a) senior levels of management being withdrawn from certain regions;

(b) junior staff being left in regional areas not having the authority to make decisions which impact on
regional businesses and employment; and

(c) significant decisions now being made in Perth as opposed to the local area?

(5) Is it true, that as a result of the Government's contracting out policy, small business in the regions now
frequently has to deal with senior people in Perth rather than in the local area?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(3) Contracting out has been implemented by State Government agencies with the objective of ensuring that the
total impact on regional suppliers and service providers of the State Government’s contracting out strategies
is positive.  The strengthening of regional decision making and initiatives such as the Regional Buying Compact
have put regional businesses in a stronger position to participate and benefit from State Government contracts. 
Agencies that manage significant regional contracts such as Main Roads WA (MRWA) have included regional
development as a major criterion and an integral part of contracts for goods or services delivered in regional
areas.  Contracts awarded by Government agencies give consideration to the protection and development of
regional businesses.  For example, the term network contracts to be let by MRWA contain significant regional
development components which play a large part in contract assessment.  It is the experience of agencies
managing regional contracts that primary contractors generally go beyond the commitments given to support
local business.  CAMS has a network of regional offices which support government agencies in regional areas.
Building works delivered through CAMS country offices increased by thirty three per cent in 1998/99.  Eighty
eight per cent of contract work administered by regional CAMS offices went to local suppliers in 1998/99.  A
further twenty five per cent increase in building works delivered through CAMS country offices is expected
for 1999/2000.

(4) (a)-(c) In the main, the capacity for decision making for regional officers within government agencies has
been enhanced. For example, CAMS now has 14 regional offices and 17 percent of staff are located
in regional areas.  This is higher than at any time previously.  Other major agencies which have
initiated moves to strengthen regional decision making, include the Western Australian Police Service,
Education Department of Western Australia, TAFE and the Health Department of Western Australia.
There are, however, instances where contract complexity and size has necessitated handling by a
central office.  There has been concern that Main Roads’ term network contracts will reduce the
presence of managerial staff in regional areas.  The bulk of expenditure by Main Roads in regional 
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areas will be for contracts that are valued at less than $20 million per year.  All aspects of such
contracts in regional areas are, and will continue to be, managed by project staff located in regional
areas.  For large and very complex projects over $20 million most of the engineering design and
coordination and administration is performed in Perth.  However, the bulk of road works expenditure
in regional Western Australia is accounted for by projects managed at the regional level.  For the
purposes of managing contracts, there is now greater decision making capability at the local regional
level.  The Government has made a substantial effort to enhance the ability and increase the delegated
powers for officers located in regional areas.  Where possible, agencies such as CAMS are devolving
functions to regional areas and increasing the capacity for local decision making.  Consultation with
regional stakeholders including local government and the Regional Development Commissions, during
the drafting and assessment stages of government contracts, is and will continue to be an integral part
of contracts let out for the delivery of goods and services in regional areas.

(5) For those regional businesses who are direct providers of goods and services, the maintenance of a strong
regional presence means that regional businesses will deal largely with a local decision maker.  The status of
some regional businesses, particularly those providing civil engineering services, such as earth works or road
works, will change or has changed from being a prime contractor to second level contractor or sub-contractor. 
These businesses now or will have to deal with the prime contractor, whose project management may or may
not be located in regional areas. 

CONTRACTING OUT POLICY, STUDY OF IMPACT ON REGIONAL AREAS

1050. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Regional Development:

(1) Has the Government carried out any social impact studies to determine the effect that the Government
contracting out policy is having in the regions?

(2) If not why not?

(3) Is the Government interested in the impact of its contracting out policy in the regions?

(4) If not, what are the reasons why the Government has refused to conduct a social impact study?

(5) Has the Government failed to carry out a study on the impact of its contracting out policy on the regions as it
has simply not given any consideration to that question?

(6) If not, what consideration has been given to that issue?

(7) What steps has the Government taken to assess the degree to which its contracting out policy has impacted on
the regions?

(8) What is that impact?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(2) No formal social impact studies have been carried out. The impacts on regional communities are considered
on a case by case basis.  To provide opportunities for regional businesses to participate in government contracts,
though not necessarily as prime contractors, regional development criteria such as local purchasing and
employment commitments are built into the tender documents. Regional development performance indicators
are also built into many contracts.  In the case of the term network contracts to be awarded by Main Roads,
monitoring of the regional development performance indicators and the discharging of regional development
commitments are embedded in the management of these contracts and payments are conditional on the
contracting agency being satisfied that regional development commitments and obligations have been
discharged.

(3)-(7) Regional development considerations figure prominently in the Government’s contracting out strategies and
there has been a high degree of consultation with regional stakeholders by the responsible agencies.  There are
many ways to ensure that the impacts of contracting out by government agencies on regional businesses and
employment are beneficial.  The carrying out of formal social impact studies is only one possible way.  

Other ways of attaining beneficial outcomes for regional businesses are the inclusion of regional development
criteria in agency contracts as well as monitoring appropriate performance indicators.  This is the approach that
has been generally adopted.  Ensuring that regional businesses are given every opportunity to participate in
government service contracts either as prime contractors or as sub contractors has been and remains a high
priority for contracting out in regional areas.

(8) There is no single estimate available for the total impact of contracting out by State Government agencies in
regional Western Australia. The impacts on regional communities are considered on a case by case basis.  To
provide opportunities for regional businesses to participate in government contracts, though not necessarily as
prime contractors, regional development criteria such as local purchasing and employment commitments are
built into the tender documents. Regional development performance indicators are also built in to these
contracts.
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CHANNEL 31

1058. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Commerce and Trade; Regional Development; Small
Business:

(1) Is the Deputy Premier aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local
service and providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Deputy Premier aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly
impossible to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Deputy Premier and/or the Deputy Premier's departments/agencies made to place
Government advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mr COWAN replied:

Department of Commerce and Trade
(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by

Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information. Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider
making use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising
for Government Departments and advises that, to date, the Department of Commerce and Trade has paid $1,500
for community announcements.

Small Business Development Corporation
(1)-(2) Yes

(3) The Small Business Development Corporation is working in cooperation with Channel 31 and in October
produced a program on the AussieHost customer service program for the station to use.  Further work will see
the prospect of a GST small business transition program prepared for the station, as well as a segment on the
new youth enterprise service b.generation. As a result of this cooperation, the Small Business Development
Corporation has included Channel 31 in its media strategy for advertising and will be considering its further
use in 2000.

(4) To date, no paid advertising has been placed.

CHANNEL 31

1063. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Planning; Employment and Training; Heritage:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible
to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider
making use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising
for Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by
Departments under the Minister’s responsibility.  However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a
number of Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media
schedules.  As Minister, I held discussions with the department and encouraged them to reach agreement with
Channel 31.  Consequently, the Department of Training and Employment, through TAFE Television, has
entered into a memorandum of agreement with the Department of Commerce and Trade, through Westlink, to
purchase 400 hours of airtime per year from Channel 31.  This provides for the broadcast of a range of TAFE
programs and information services, including award course modules, adult community education programs, and
Face the Facts, a magazine style information service.  New initiatives, including a careers information and
guidance program, are envisaged for the future.  Channel 31 is considered to be an important medium for 
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learning, and constitutes part of the array of text and technology-based learning media development in the
vocational education and training sector. 

CHANNEL 31

1067. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Local Government; Disability Services :

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible
to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mr OMODEI replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each ministerial office for information.  Through the publication "Preferred
Position", every government department was advised of the Channel's services and that it should consider
making use of them.

(4) The State Government's master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising for
government departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by departments
under the Minister's responsibility.  However, it has held discussions with a number of government agencies
regarding he possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media schedules.

CHANNEL 31

1068. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible
to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mr DAY replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider
making use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising
for Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by
Departments under the Minister’s responsibility. However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a
number of Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media
schedules.

CHANNEL 31

1072. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible
to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?
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Mr BARNETT replied:

(1)-(3) A few months after Channel 31 commenced on air, a comprehensive dossier on its activities was requested by
Government and distributed to each Ministerial office for information.  Through the publication “Preferred
Position”, every Government Department was advised of the Channel’s services and that it should consider
making use of them.

(4) The State Government’s master media agency Media Decisions is responsible for purchasing all advertising
for Government Departments and advises that, to date, there has been no expenditure on Channel 31 by
Departments under the Minister’s responsibility. However, it has advised that it has held discussions with a
number of Government agencies regarding the possible future inclusion of Channel 31 in up-coming media
schedules.

CHANNEL 31

1076. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible
to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1)-(4) See answer to question 1072.

CHANNEL 31

1078. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the service provided by Channel 31 in terms of it being a completely local service and
providing opportunities for local talent, ideas and Western Australian content?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Channel 31 programs reach a diverse range of specialist audiences nearly impossible
to reach through other media?

(3) If so, what efforts has the Minister and/or the Minister's departments/agencies made to place Government
advertising or paid community announcements with Channel 31?

(4) Since it commenced broadcasting four months ago, how much Government advertising and paid community
announcements have been allocated to Channel 31?

Mr MARSHALL replied:

(1)-(4) See answer to question 1072.

METROBUS EMPLOYEES, PUBLIC TRANSPORT PASSES

1079. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Will the Minister explain why public transport passes issued to MetroBus employees who have completed 25
years of service are no longer being honoured under the Government's privatised system?

(2) Will the Minister confirm that the MetroBus employees who served 25 years were told that they were entitled
to lifetime passes?

(3) Will the Minister ensure that these passes will be honoured by all Transperth operators (bus, train and ferry)?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1)-(3) Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport (MTT), employees and retired employees with 15 years or more
service who retired on age or ill health were issued with a “Free Pass”.  This pass entitled them to travel “free”
on all services operated by the Employer, MTT.  From 5 July 1998 the passes were no longer valid as MTT
stopped providing public transport services.  Gold Passes issued to retired MTT employees with 35 years or
more service are still valid on Transperth public transport services.
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DRIVERS LICENCES, CHANGES TO CLASSES B AND C

1080. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) What changes to the Class B and Class C drivers' licence requirements were brought about by the introduction
of restricted and unrestricted licence classifications on or about 1 October 1997?

(2) Will the Minister confirm that these changes were brought about by the Director General of Transport who has
the power to issue conditional licences under section 43 of the Road Traffic Act 1974?

(3) Will the Minister advise the basis of the Department of Transport's Executive Director of Licensing, Mr Trevor
Halliday, publicly stated position that legislation is required before learner-driver programs to improve public
safety can be implemented?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) From 1 October 1997 applicants tested in vehicles fitted with synchromesh transmission were issued with a
licence restricting them to driving vehicles fitted with that type of transmission.  To obtain an unrestricted
licence applicants are required to successfully demonstrate their gearbox skills in a vehicle fitted with a non
synchromesh transmission.

(2) The requirement to impose restrictions on licences as a result of testing applicants in vehicles fitted with
synchromesh transmission were carried out under the power conferred by section 43 of the Road Traffic Act
1974.  

(3) Amendments to the Road Traffic Act 1974 are required to introduce major aspects of the Graduated Driver
Training and Licensing system, such as lowering of the learner permit eligibility age, private tuition at an earlier
age and extension of the probationary licence period.

NARROWS BRIDGE DUPLICATION, ODOUR

1090. Mr PENDAL to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport

I refer to the works underway to duplicate the Narrows Bridge and ask -

(a) is the Minister aware of the obnoxious odour being experienced by nearby residents which has become known
as the 'Pong-on-the-Pont';

(b) what is causing the odour;

(c) are any remedies in hand to contain it; and

(d) if not, why not?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(a) Yes.

(b) The odour is hydrogen sulphide, commonly known as a rotten egg smell. It is sometimes released when
pumping bore water, but in this case is produced by temporary dewatering activities into a layer of organic
material in ground to the west of the existing bridge on the south shore. 

(c) The contractor, Leighton Contractors, has been working closely with the Swan River Trust and the Department
of Environmental Protection to monitor both the air quality and the water quality and to find ways to minimise
the odour.  It has been established that there is no public health risk either to nearby residents or to workers. 
Procedures have been changed with the result that the odour is now less pungent.  Dewatering activities will
continue intermittently until January.

(d) Not applicable.

1109 Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism.  (See page 8666.)

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

1110. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 308 of 1999 and given that the Minister supports the tourism industry in
Northcliffe, will the Minister advise why all Government tourism funding for Northcliffe has been removed?

(2) Apart from old growth forests, what tourist attractions does Northcliffe have to offer as far as the
Government/WATC is concerned?

(3) Does the Minister/WATC accept that old growth forests are the main tourist attraction in and around
Northcliffe?

(4) If not, why not?
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(5) Rather than relying on maps of the area, is the Minister prepared to put some time aside to travel around the
Northcliffe area with one or more members of the tourism industry to gain first hand experience of the reserves
and national parks in the area?

(7) If not, why not?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) Government funding to the Northcliffe area has not been withdrawn, however for marketing and visitor
servicing purposes it is provided to the regional tourism association responsible for the South West region,
Tourism South West, to give it greater autonomy in determining how funds are spent within its region. In fact
there has been a 56% increase in regional funding over the last 5 years.  Tourism South West makes decisions
on the amount of funding it provides to tourist bureaux within its region.  Development funding may be
available to Northcliffe from the WATC provided submissions meet Tourism Development Fund guidelines
and criteria.

(2) Northcliffe’s tourist attractions include the Boorara Tree, once used as a fire lookout, and Lane Poole Falls. 
It is also a good stopping point for the Pemberton Tramway.

(3) Yes.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) The next time I am in the Northcliffe area I will call into the Tourist Bureau to make arrangements to visit the
reserves and national parks in the area with a local guide.

(6) Not applicable.

TOURISM COMMISSION, SUBSCRIPTION LEVELS

1112. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 316 of 1999, has the Western Australian Tourism Commission (WATC)
decided to introduce a third subscription level of $185 (gross) for small operators?

(2) When was this third level introduced?

(3) If it has not been introduced, will it be introduced?

(4) If so, when?

(5) If not, why not?

(6) What is the total amount of revenue that has been raised from PowerTOUR subscriptions fees?

(7) How much of that amount has been earmarked to the tourist bureau?

(8) How much of that amount will be paid to each tourist bureau?

(9) When will this be paid?

(10) How much has been made by the WATC for its own purposes?

(11) What will this money be used for?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) September 3rd, 1999.

(3)-(5) Not applicable.

(6) $89,726 has been raised from PowerTOUR subscription fees.

(7) $13,867 has been paid to tourist bureaux.

(8) The $13,867 is not shared equally amongst tourist bureaux.  Tourist bureaux receive 50% of subscription fees
direct from operators in their area who subscribe to PowerTOUR and the tourism web site. The amount received
by each bureau is dependent on the number of local operators who subscribe.

(9) Payment is ongoing.  Money is collected from operators by the tourist bureaux which keep 50% of the
subscription fee.  30% is passed on to Regional Tourism Associations and 20% to the Western Australian
Tourism Commission.

(10) $67,742 the majority of which is made up of Perth operators.  Perth does not have a Regional Tourism
Association in which case the Western Australian Tourism Commission receives 50-100% of fees from
operators.   Where Perth’s Metropolitan Tourism Associations have an agreement with the Western Australian
Tourism Commission  to take responsibility for the management of web site information relating to their local
area, they receive 50% of the subscription fee.
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(11) The money contributes to the cost of maintaining hardware and software, licence fees and computer
management contracts so that tourist bureaux and Western Australian tourism operators can have the best
possible electronic distribution system at minimal cost.

CITY OF PERTH ROADS, PARKING

1116. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Transport:

(1) Have the recent changes to the City of Perth City Roads reduced the level of street parking availability?

(2) Have the changes to the on-street parking arrangements had an impact on retailing?

(3) If so, what is that impact?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Hon Minister for Transport has provided the following response:

(1) Yes.  The recent changes to the City of Perth roads have reduced the number of short term metered parking
bays.  The amount of space for loading and unloading has been increased.

(2)-(3) The changes to the street layouts have been undertaken to widen footpaths and improve the safety and amenity
of the many thousands of pedestrians who used Perth streets each day.  All changes have been made with the
full agreement of the Perth City Council.

METROPOLITAN HEALTH SERVICES BOARD, MEMBERSHIP OF ORGANISATIONS

1118. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is the Metropolitan Health Services Board a member of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western
Australia (CCI), Healthcare Association of Western Australia (HAWA) or any other organisation?

(2) If the answer to (1) above is yes, will the Minister -

(a) name the organisation; and
(b) advise the annual subscription for each organisation?

(3) Are any other hospital boards members of organisations such as CCI or HAWA?

(4) If the answer to (3) above is yes, will the Minister advise -

(i) details of the boards;
(ii) the respective organisations; and
(iii) the annual membership fee?

(5) Which section of the Hospitals and Health Services Act 1927 contains the express power for a Hospital Board
to be a member of such organisations referred to in (1) above?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Chamber of Commerce & Industry of Western Australia

Healthcare Association of Western Australia (HAWA)
Australian Accounting Research Foundation

(b) $65,000 per annum
$65,000 per annum
$555 per annum

(3) Yes.

(4)
Details of Board

(i)
Respective

Organisation
(ii)

Annual
Membership Fee

(iii)

Albany Health Service CCI
ACHS

$290
$7 700

Armadale Health Service ACHS $11 000
Avon Health Service Board HAWA

ACHS
$860
$9 310

Bentley Health Service ACHS $8 500
Beverley Health Services Board HAWA

ACHS
$350
$5 900

Boyup Brook Health Service CCI
HAWA

$760
$300

Broome Health Service ACHS $4 950
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Bruce Rock Memorial Hospital Board CHBC
ACHS

$500
$5 900

Bunbury Health Service ACHS $9 000
Central Great Southern Health Service HAWA $830
Corrigin District Hospital Board CHBC

ACHS
$500
$5 900

Cunderdin District Hospital Board CHBC
ACHS

$500
$5 900

Denmark District Hospital ACHS $4 250
Derby Health Service ACHS $4 950
Donny Brook Health Service ACHS $5 900
East Pilbara Health Service HAWA

ACHS
$1 870
$10 000

Fremantle Health Service ACHS $17 333
Gascoyne Health Service ACHS $10 000
Geraldton Health Service ACHS $6 000
Graylands ACHS $10 000
Kalamunda Health Service ACHS $5 600
Kalgoorlie –Boulder Health Service ACHS $9 000
Kimberley Health Service HAWA $2 920
Kojonup Hospital Board CHBC $500
Merredin Health Service ACHS $4 000
Midwest Health Service HAWA $1 050
Nannup Health Service Council ACHS $3 000
Northampton Kalbarri Health Service Aged Care, WA $611
North Metropolitan Health Service ACHS $12 650
North Midlands District Hospital CHBC $500
Plantagenet Hospital Board CCI

ACHS
$20
$5 310

Quairading District Hospital Board CHBC
ACHS

$500
$5 900

Rockingham Kwinana Health Service ACHS $7 000
Royal Perth Hospital ACHS $18 450
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital ACHS $15 000
Southern Cross Health Service Board HAWA $300
Swan Health Service ACHS $8 550
Tambellup Hospital Board CHBC $500
Upper Great Southern Health Service ACHS $14 000
Vasse Leeuwin Health Board ACHS $10 100

Abbreviation:
CCI - Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia
HAWA - Healthcare Association of Western Australia
ACHS - Australian Council of Healthcare Standards
CHBC - Country Hospital Board Council

(5) There is no express provision in the Hospitals and Health Services Act 1927 relating to membership of hospital
boards to other organisations. However, it is a basic principle of statutory interpretation that where an Act
provides an express power or specifies functions, a statutory authority may do things that are reasonably
incidental to those express powers in order to perform its statutory functions. It is reasonable to expect that
public hospital boards, which have the express power to employ staff and which are consequently significant
employers in Western Australia, may choose to participate in an employer organisation. Similarly it is
reasonable to expect that public hospital boards, as significant participants in the Western Australian health
sector, may choose to participate in an industry based organisation that provides a forum for information
exchange and networking.

HEALTH, EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

1119. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) What statutory functions does the Chief Medical Officer (CMO) perform?

(2) Has the CMO been delegated the statutory functions of the Executive Director Personal Health Services
(EDPHS) or appointed to the statutory office of EDPHS?

(3) In reference to the Health Department of Western Australia's (HDWA) realignment briefing for all HDWA staff
dated 20 December 1998, where is the requirement to "negotiate" provided for in the respective statutes that
contain the CMO's statutory functions?
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(4) Does the Acting Executive General Manager Public Health and Purchasing (EGMPH) have line management
responsibility for the position Executive Director Public Health?

(5) If yes, is the Executive Director Public Health required to consult or negotiate the exercise of his statutory
functions with the EGMPH?

(6) What qualifications or experience in public health does the EGMPH possess?

(7) How many office staff does the Executive Director Public Health have line responsibility for?

(8) What are the positions referred to in (7) above?

(9) Do the -

(a) Acting Executive General Manager Health System Performance;
(b) Acting Executive General Manger Public Health and Purchasing; and
(c) Acting Director Corporate Management,

receive a Higher Duties Allowance or Temporary Special Allowance when they take annual leave?

(10) If yes, is this consistent with what applies to other public servants receiving similar allowances?

(11) If no, what level of remuneration did each position receive for leave taken since appointed to their respective
"acting" positions?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) The Chief Medical Officer (CMO) undertakes the statutory functions of the Executive Director Personal Health
Services (EDPHS) and particular statutory functions of the Commissioner of Health .

(2) No.  The CMO has been directed to undertake the statutory functions of the EDPHS by the Commissioner of
Health.

(3) As stated in the answer to Parliamentary Question 2942, neither the relevant statutes nor the document referred
to require the CMO to negotiate in respect of the statutory functions he or she carries out.  The CMO has access
to the entire resources of the Health Department to carry out his or her statutory functions.  He or she accesses
those resources through liaison with the relevant Executive General Manager.

(4) Yes.

(5) As stated in the answer to Parliamentary Questions 66 and 67, neither the relevant statutes nor the document
referred to require the EDPH to negotiate in respect of the statutory functions he or she carries out.  The EDPH
has access to the entire resources of the Health Department to carry out his or her statutory functions.  He or
she accesses those resources through negotiation with the relevant Executive General Manager.

(6) As stated in my response to Parliamentary Question  67, in accordance with the Public Sector Management Act
1994 and the requirement for all selections to be made on the basis of merit, the selection criteria for these
positions are based on the skills and competencies required to carry out the tasks of the job rather than on other
measures such as academic achievement.

(7) Nine.

(8) Executive Secretary Level 2
Administrative Assistant Level 2
Senior Policy Officer Level 7 
Senior Policy Officer Level 7 
Senior Project Officer Legislation Level 6
Principal Medical Consultant Class 1.5/2.5 (under that position there is Personal Secretary Level 2, Executive
Officer Level 7, Policy Officer Level 5)

(9) These officers may receive a Higher Duties Allowance during annual leave only in accordance with the relevant
award, Enterprise Agreement or Workplace Agreement.

(10) Yes.

(11) Not applicable.

ABORIGINAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT PTY LTD, COMMUNITY STORES CONTRACT

1127. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 781 of 1999, what type of management support to Aboriginal community
stores is provided by Aboriginal Business Development Pty Ltd?

(2) What is the reason for the six month extension to the existing contract?

(3) What is proposed at the end of the six month extension?

(4) Why was the six month extension necessary?
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Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Management support includes business and financial advice, accounting support, financial reporting and
software training and support.

(2)-(4) To enable the Department of Commerce and Trade’s Aboriginal Community Stores Program to be revised, a
process which included extensive community consultation, and to allow the program to be re-tendered with the
assistance of the Department of Contract and Management Services (CAMS).  A revised Aboriginal Community
Stores Program will be introduced which will allow communities to choose to use the services of a professional
management company or operate their own stores, with management support provided from a panel of qualified
persons.

FREMANTLE HOSPITAL, MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING SERVICE

1134. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the 1999 Health Estimates Committee when the Minister's representative from Fremantle stated that there is
a need for a Magnetic Resonance Imaging Service (MRI) but unfortunately this is being "blocked or hindered" by the
Commonwealth Licensing requirements on MRIs and ask -

(a) will the Minister explain what is meant by "being blocked or hindered" by the Commonwealth Licensing
requirements; and

(b) has the Fremantle Hospital now purchased or leased an MRI?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) I understand that the officer responding was referring to the Commonwealth Government’s restriction of the
number of MRI machines that would be eligible to attract Commonwealth Medical Benefits.

(b) No.

GRAYLANDS PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL, PATIENT NUMBERS

1135. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many patients were in-patients at Graylands Psychiatric Hospital during each month of the following
financial years -

(a) 1997-98;
(b) 1998-99; and
(c) from 1 July to 30 September 1999?

(2) Of these patients -

(a) how many came from the Bunbury and environs district; and
(b) how many came from Joondalup and environs?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Bed occupancy figures for Graylands Hospital

MONTH NET FIGURES GROSS FIGURES

% OCC AV. OCC % OCC AV. OCC

July 1997 83.70 221.80 108.16 286.64

Aug 1997 84.43 223.74 115.06 304.93

Sept 1997 87.23 231.16 118.83 314.90

Oct 1997 84.04 222.70 114.32 302.96

Nov 1997 82.78 219.37 110.36 292.47

Dec 1997 81.44 215.81 110.36 292.45

Jan 1998 90.04 225.10 120.43 301.06

Feb 1998 86.56 216.39 113.01 282.54

Mar 1998 89.16 222.90 114.53 286.32

April 1998 85.67 241.17 111.36 278.40

May 1998 84.84 212.10 111.39 278.48

June 1998 89.44 222.70 117.04 291.43

July  1998 88.83 221.19 115.71 288.13

Aug  1998 86.85 216.26 116.44 289.94

Sept  1998 84.59 210.63 112.10 279.13

Oct 1998 92.06 229.23 118.69 295.55

Nov 1998 93.25 232.20 121.35 302.17

Dec 1998 89.57 223.03 114.61 285.39
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Jan 1999 87.95 219.00 114.38 284.81

Feb 1999 90.06 224.25 114.07 284.04

Mar 1999 89.61 223.13 113.75 283.23

April 1999 90.32 224.90 118.85 295.93

May 1999 91.77 228.52 118.45 294.94

June 1999 88.30 219.87 111.89 278.60

July 1999 88.97 207.29 117.25 273.19

Aug 1999 87.73 206.16 113.16 265.94

Sept 1999 89.90 211.27 112.78 265.03

These figures represent the average occupancy rate and the average number of inpatients present each day for
the given month.

Net figures represent patients physically occupying a bed.

Gross figures represent patients physically occupying a bed plus those patients on leave from the hospital who
are not yet discharged. 

(2) (a) Admissions to Graylands by Post Code – Bunbury 6215-6299

MONTH TOTAL
July 97 8
Aug 97 12
Sept 97 10
Oct 97 6
Nov 97 2
Dec 97 12
Jan 98 16
Feb 98 11
Mar 98 11
Apr 98 8
May 98 10
June 98 13

July 98 10
Aug 98 13
Sept 98 8
Oct 98 11
Nov 98 12
Dec 98 13
Jan 99 14
Feb 99 15
Mar 99 7
Apr 99 2
May 99 2
June 99 2

July 99 2
Aug 99 1
Sep 99 1

(b) Admissions to Graylands by Postcode – Joondalup (*6020;6023-6028;6030-6035;6037;*6064-6065)

MONTH TOTAL
July 97 16
Aug 97 22
Sept 97 14
Oct 97 15
Nov 97 10
Dec 97 14
Jan 98 26
Feb 98 8
Mar 98 13
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Apr 98 7
May 98 5
June 98 6

July 98 16
Aug 98 14
Sept 98 2
Oct 98 6
Nov 98 8
Dec 98 9
Jan 99 6
Feb 99 4
Mar 99 12
Apr 99 11
May 99 10
June 99 8

July 99 5
Aug 99 11
Sep 99 16

* These postcodes changed to Graylands catchment area in May 1998 and accordingly are not included in
figures from May 1998.

HEALTHCARE FOODS

1136. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many tonnes of food does Healthcare Foods produce monthly?

(2) Which hospitals does Healthcare Foods supply?

(3) To which hospitals did Healthcare Foods supply food during the past three years?

(4) If the answer to (3) above includes hospitals which no longer contract with Healthcare Foods for the supply of
meals what is the reason for this?

(5) To which Quality Assurance Standards does Healthcare Foods comply?

(6) How many reviews have been undertaken of Healthcare Foods in the last six years?

(7) Who has conducted these reviews (if any)?

(8) What was the cost of each review?

(9) Who paid for each of the reviews?

(10) What were the outcomes of these reviews (if any)?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Approximately 16 tonnes.

(2) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
Fremantle Hospital and Health Service
Swan Health Service
Armadale Health Service
Exmouth Hospital
Wickham Hospital
Halls Creek Hospital
Graylands and Selby Lemnos (staff only)
Hollywood Private Hospital

(3) Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital
Fremantle Hospital and Health Service
Swan Health Service
Armadale Health Service
Exmouth Hospital
Wickham Hospital
Halls Creek Hospital
Graylands Selby-Lemnos (staff only)
Hollywood Private Hospital
Mt Henry Hospital
North Metropolitan Health Service (Osborne Park Hospital)
Wanneroo Hospital
Mandurah Hospital
Rockingham-Kwinana Health Service
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(4) Mt Henry Closed
Osborne Park Cook fresh in own kitchen
Wanneroo Privatised Joondalup Health Campus
Mandurah Privatised Peel Health Service
Rockingham-Kwinana Cook fresh in own kitchen

(5) Internal quality system based on ISO9002.
Health (Food Hygiene) Regulations 1994.

(6) Three.

(7) Brous Consulting Group (part of a wider metropolitan review) 1994
RHA Associates 1998
Department of Contract and Management Services (CAMS) 1999

(8) Brous $28,416 (Healthcare Foods portion)
RHA $7,000
CAMS est $29,850 (not yet invoiced)

(9) Healthcare Foods.

(10) Brous.  In relation to Healthcare Foods, that it continue to operate as a major supplier to the metropolitan and
non-metropolitan public hospital market and other public and private sector organisations.

RHA.  The report concluded that Healthcare Foods was not a viable commercial business in its constrained and
reducing environment and that it be sold, albeit for an anticipated low price, to enable it to realise growth in
a wider market.

CAMS.  Following on from the RHA review, CAMS were engaged to prepare a Sale Plan as required under
the State Supply Commission Act.  In researching this plan CAMS established that Healthcare Foods was not
saleable as a going concern; there was a lack of interest from probable buyers.  Accordingly they recommended
that the business be closed and that the client base source their requirements from established sources in the
private sector.

JOONDALUP HEALTH CAMPUS

1137. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the Joondalup Health Campus and ask -

(a) how many medical and surgical procedures were conducted in -

(i) 1997-98:
(ii) 1998-99; and
(iii) from 1 July to 15 October 1999;

(b) how many in-patient beds does the Hospital have for mental health patients;

(c) how many bed days were available for mental health patients in -

(i) 1997-98; and
(ii) 1998-99;

(d) how many beds are available in the intensive care coronary unit;

(e) or each of the following -

(i) Continence clinic;
(ii) Osteoporosis falls and fracture clinic; and
(iii) Geriatric medical assessment clinic,

(aa) when will the clinic be open;
(bb) what is the anticipated capital cost to establish the clinic;
(cc) what is the anticipated recurrent cost of the clinic;
(dd) how many staff will be employed in each clinic;
(ee) what category of staff are they in answer to (e) (dd) above; and
(ff) did the initial contract signed between the Health Department and Health Care of Australia

include the provision of these clinics?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) Medical Surgical Waitlist cases
(i) 1997/98   9,053 3,602      22
(ii) 1998/99 14,761 5,234 1,389
(iii) July 15 October 1999   1,621 1,707     571 (approximately)

(b) Joondalup Health Campus (JHC) mental health facility total capacity is 26 beds.  The HDWA is purchasing 20
beds for 1999/2000.

(c) 1997/98 – JHC was commissioned in January 1998, Mental Health bed days available were 2,737.
1998/99 - HDWA purchased 5, 375 bed days in 1998/99.
From September 1998 to June 1999 an extra 811 bed days were purchased from JHC.
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(d) 10 Beds
(e) (i) Continence clinic;

(aa) July 1999
(bb) nil
(cc) $53,584.80
(dd) 4 part time equivalent to .88 full time equivalent employees (fte)
(ee) Consultant .15fte

Registrar .25fte
Social Worker .15fte
Clerk .33fte

(ff) The initial contract allowed for new services to be added.  This clinic was added as part of
a new aged care initiative in response to the demand across the Metropolitan area.

(ii) Osteoporosis falls and fracture clinic
(aa) July 1999
(bb) nil
(cc) $56,732.70
(dd) 4 part time equivalent to .98 fte
(ee) Consultant .25fte

Registrar .25fte
Social Worker .15fte
Clerk .33fte

(ff) The initial contract allowed for new services to be added.  This clinic was added as part of
a new aged care initiative in response to the demand across the Metropolitan area.

(iii) Geriatric medical assessment clinic -
(aa) July 1999
(bb) nil
(cc) $123,335.50
(dd) 4 part time equivalent to 2.13 fte
(ee) Consultant .6fte

Registrar .33fte
Social Worker .7fte
Clerk .33fte

(ff) The initial contract allowed for new services to be added.  This clinic was added as part of
a new aged care initiative in response to the demand across the Metropolitan area.

PALLIATIVE CARE

1140. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the Palliative Care: The Plan for Western Australia 1997 report and ask -

(a) has the research on palliative care needs and service patterns been commissioned;

(b) if so -

(i) who has undertaken the research;

(ii) has the research concluded; and

(iii) what are the findings;

(c) has a policy regarding the rights of people with terminal illness been developed;

(d) if so, has it been released;

(e) has a group been formed to establish processes to enhance "the seamless provision of palliative care" in
Western Australia;

(f) what support systems have been provided since the report was produced to help families and the terminally ill
patient meet their need at a local level;

(g) what Health Department funded programs have been run to expand community knowledge and understanding
of the process of dying and death;

(h) has the Health Department obtained appropriate and equitable payment arrangements for General Practitioners
who work with recognised palliative care teams;

(i) if so, what are they;

(j) has the Health Department commissioned/purchased respite services for the terminally ill;

(k) if so, how much has it cost the Health Department;

(l) how many terminally ill patients receive the respite care;

(m) is this an increase since 1997;

(n) how many palliative care beds have been provided for rural and remote patients since the report was published;

(o) what is the demand for palliative care beds in rural and remote areas;
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(p) how many palliative care beds are there in a culturally appropriate environment for Aboriginal people with a
terminal illness;

(q) has research been undertaken to identify the palliative care need of people from "other cultures" in Western
Australia;

(r) if so, who undertook the research;

(s) what were the outcomes; and

(t) how much has been spent by the Health Department on palliative care services since the report was published?

Mr DAY replied:

(a)-(b) Departmental monitoring of cancer deaths and population characteristics is used to indicate future palliative
care service requirements in defined geographical areas.  The Health Department is participating at a national
level in the development of tools to measure various parameters of service access and utilisation, and hence
service patterns.  Research has been conducted into palliative care needs and services, and published by D
Allbrook (needs); B Stacey, K Martin and R Underwood (continuity of care); and M Smith and K Yuen (home
based care).  Findings were respectively that the incorporation of the primary carer, the family and their support
network was a key feature in meeting the needs of people facing the crises of terminal illness; that accessibility
of service, continuity of care, educational mandate and research based practice are integral elements of an
effective palliative care service; and that a home-hospice team can provide invaluable support to patients,
families and doctors.

(c) Western Australia participates at the Commonwealth level with the other states in the development of the
National Strategy. The Western Australian purchasing plans are based on combining local needs within this
National Strategy.

(d) Release of the revised National Strategy 1998-2003 for Palliative Care is imminent.
(e) Yes. The Geraldton Palliative Care Service Incorporated, whose executive committee includes stakeholders

and community representation, has commenced a coordinated care program.  The program aims to enhance
seamless care provision.

(f) Developing a care plan for the patient involves family members and carers.  Training programs for health
professionals and care assistants are purchased from the Cottage Hospice.  Day respite care is purchased from
the Cottage Hospice and is being developed at the Murdoch Community Hospice.

(g) The Health Department purchased in May 1999 a community awareness program from the Western Australian
Hospice Palliative Care Association and has recently purchased a community education and volunteer training
program from the Albany Hospice. 

(h) The Health Department is working with the Murdoch Community Hospice to include local Divisions of General
Practice in a medical teaching program which has been purchased from this Hospice.

(i) As for (h).
(j) Yes.
(k) Respite services are distinguished from palliative care by the intention to provide relief for the carer of the

terminally ill patient.  Respite may be provided in the home, in a hospital or hospice as a day only or as an
admitted patient service.  Day respite care for public patients is purchased from the Cottage Hospice this
financial year for $75,680.  Day respite with an associated clinical service is being developed at the Murdoch
Community Hospice. This service is expected to commence early in 2000 and will be purchased for $50,000.
Government hospitals provide care to the terminally ill at their admitted patient palliative care bed day price
of $266 per day.  This care will include respite care, but no distinction is reported between palliative and respite
care.  The total allocation in 1999/2000 to Government health services for admitted patient palliative care,
which may include respite care, is $1.2 million. 

(l) The number of terminally ill patients who receive respite care is not reported by providers and hence is
unknown.

(m) This is not known.
(n) In rural and remote areas most of the 72 government hospitals are able to offer a single room that is, or can be,

appropriately equipped for patients requiring palliative care. 
(o) The demand is variable, particularly in areas of low population density. Home based care is preferred wherever

possible. . The number of occupied bed days reported in the rural sector in 1998/99 was 5,165.
(p) There are no specifically designated palliative care beds for Aboriginal people.  Care close to their home is

considered paramount for Aboriginal people.  Aboriginal Liaison Officers attached to hospitals and health
services facilitate access to appropriate services.

(q) Yes
(r) This research has been undertaken and published by Beverley McNamara, Karen Martin and Kevin Yuen.
(s) They found that specific education is the key to the provision of culturally appropriate care to patients and their

families by palliative care professionals. 
(t) The Health Department spent $11 million on palliative care services in 1997/98 and $13 million in 1998/99. 

HOSPITALS, MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING UNITS

1146. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many Magnetic Resonance Imaging units (MRI) were bought, leased or ordered by public hospitals during
the 1997/1998 financial year?

(2) On what dates were they purchased, leased or ordered?
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(3) Is the Minister aware of how many MRI scanners there are in private hospitals?

(4) If so, is the Minister aware when they were purchased?

(5) Did the Joondalup Health Campus purchase, lease or order an MRI scanner in 1997-98?

(6) If so, on what date?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) None.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No.  I am advised that all MRI scanners in private hospitals in Western Australia are in departments that are
subject to private lease arrangements. Therefore the Health Department of Western Australia is not required
to keep records of this equipment.

The Commonwealth Department of Health and Aged Care has publicly released information on the MRI
equipment in private facilities that are eligible for Medicare benefits.  In WA these are:

Magnetic Resonance Centre, Cnr Hamersley Rd and Rokeby Rd, Subiaco
St John of God Hospital, 175 Cambridge St, Subiaco
St John of God Hospital, 100 Murdoch Drive, Murdoch

(4)-(5) No.

(6) Not applicable.

FIRE SERVICE LEVY

1148. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Emergency Services:

In relation to the Fire Service Levy -

(a) how much money has been raised in each of the last five years by the Fire Service Levy; and

(b) for each year, how much of this money has been retained by the insurance companies?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(a) The Fire & Rescue Service currently receives contributions from insurance companies as assessed in accordance
with the Fire Brigades Act 1942.  The amounts received from insurance companies for each of the last five
years is as follows:

1994/1995 $41,668,500
1995/1996 $43,622,250
1996/1997 $45,424,500
1997/1998 $46,735,500
1998/1999 $48,331,500

(b) The Fire & Rescue Service does not have access to this information.

CUNDERDIN AIRFIELD

1151. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister for Heritage:

I refer to the Cunderdin airfield and associated World War Two structures and ask the Minister -

(a) will these structures receive heritage listing;
(b) if not, why not;
(c) when will a decision be made;
(d) when did the Heritage Council make a recommendation;
(e) when did the Minister receive that recommendation;
(f) if it is not to receive a listing, why not; and
(g) does the Government accept that this facility has significant heritage values?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(a)-(b) I presently have before me a recommendation from the Heritage Council of Western Australia that directs the
entry of Cunderdin Airfield in the Register of Heritage Places on an interim basis.  The owner, the Shire of
Cunderdin, has objected to entry and I am seeking to resolve that objection through the preparation of a
Conservation Plan for the place which will identify more precisely which buildings should be conserved.

(c) When I have received further advice from the Council on the Conservation Plan.
(d) The Heritage Council first resolved to recommend entry on 18 November 1996.
(e) I received that recommendation on 23 January 1997.
(f)-(g) See above.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, CONSERVATION RESERVES

1153. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 266 of 1999, for each of the 17 approved conservation reserves that have had
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their approval revoked under the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA), what was the original area of each reserve
when first recommended by the Forest Department of the Department of Conservation and Land Management?

(2) Referring to the table provided by the Minister in the answer to question on notice No. 266 of 1999, is it correct
that 4236 ha of old growth forest (that were approved to become a conservation reserve under the 1994-2003
Forest Management Plan) will, under the RFA, remain as State Forest?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The table below provides the area, for the original reserve proposal, for each of the 17 previously proposed
conservation reserves referred to in answer to question on notice No. 266 of 1999.  In instances where the
proposed boundary did not change between the Regional Management Plans of 1987 and the Forest
Management Plan 1994-2003 but the published area did change due to improved mapping procedures, the latter
figure is quoted.  The table also provides comments to facilitate comparison with the figures provided in answer
to question on notice No. 266 of 1999.

Previously proposed
reserve

Area (hectares) Comments

Wandoo (part) 8,490 The total area of the Wandoo conservation park
proposed in 1987 was 38,500 ha.  The balance of
the area was reserved in June 1995.

Gibbs 5,929

Duncan 8,427

Gyngoorda 3,465

George 3,172

Pascoe 906

Dardanup 612

Preston 570 Originally proposed in the 1987 Regional
Management Plan.  The Forest Management Plan
1994-2003 changed the original proposal.

Goonac 5,400 Originally proposed in the 1987 Regional
Management Plan.  The Forest Management Plan
1994-2003 changed the original proposal.

Camballan 8,579

St Johns Brook 3,387

Whicher (two parts) 6,470

Rapids 2,447

Mowen 841

Keninup (part Perup) 6,843 Keninup was a proposed addition to Perup in the
Forest Management Plan 1994-2003

Talling 6,362

Charley 1,940 Originally proposed in the 1987 Regional
Management Plan.  The Forest Management Plan
1994-2003 changed the original proposal.

(2) Yes.

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, KALGOORLIE-BOULDER

1156. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Services:

In respect to the last two financial years, will the Minister advise -

(a) the number of new cars purchased by Government departments and agencies in Kalgoorlie-Boulder;

(b) the names of the dealers and the dates upon which the new cars were purchased; and

(c) the type of vehicle purchased?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:
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(1) Approximately 367 new cars were purchased by Government departments and agencies in Kalgoorlie-Boulder
based on information in the Treasury Hirer Database

(2) The names of the motor vehicle dealers and the dates upon which new vehicles were purchased during 1997/98
and 1998/99 are as follows:

Supplier Name Suburb Purchase Date No Of
Big Rock Toyota Balcatta Jul-98 1
Centre Ford Perth Jul-98 1
Centre Ford Perth Dec-98 1
City Motors (Holden) Perth Sep-98 1
City Toyota Perth Jul-97 3
City Toyota Perth Aug-97 1
City Toyota Perth Sep-97 1

City Toyota Perth Oct-97 1
City Toyota Perth Nov-97 2
City Toyota Perth Nov-97 2

City Toyota Perth Mar-98 1
City Toyota Perth May-98 1

City Toyota Perth Jun-98 1

City Toyota Perth Aug-98 1
City Toyota Perth Sep-98 1

City Toyota Perth Mar-99 1
City Toyota Perth Apr-99 2
City Toyota Perth Apr-99 1

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Aug-97 1

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Sep-97 2

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Dec-97 1
Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Jan-98 1
Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Mar-98 1
Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Jun-98 1
Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Aug-98 3
Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Nov-98 1

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Dec-98 1
Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Apr-99 1

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Apr-99 1

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie May-99 2

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie May-99 1

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Jun-99 1

Cremorne Car Sales Pty Ltd Kalgoorlie Jun-99 1

Dempster Holden Esperance Apr-99 2

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Jul-97 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Aug-97 2
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Sep-97 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Oct-97 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Nov-97 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Feb-98 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Mar-98 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Apr-98 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park May-98 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park May-98 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Jul-98 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Nov-98 2

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Nov-98 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Dec-98 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Jan-99 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Feb-99 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Feb-99 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Mar-99 1

Duncan Nissan Victoria Park Apr-99 1
Duncan Nissan Victoria Park May-99 1

Gold City Landrover Kalgoorlie Feb-98 1

Gold City Landrover Kalgoorlie Sep-98 1
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Gold City Landrover Kalgoorlie Jun-99 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jul-97 3

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jul-97 2

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Aug-97 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Aug-97 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Aug-97 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Sep-97 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Oct-97 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Nov-97 2
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Nov-97 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Nov-97 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Dec-97 2
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Dec-97 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Dec-97 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jan-98 2

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jan-98 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jan-98 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Feb-98 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Feb-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Mar-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Apr-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie May-98 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie May-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jun-98 6

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jun-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jun-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jun-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jul-98 3

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jul-98 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jul-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jul-98 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jul-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Sep-98 3

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Sep-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Sep-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Oct-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Oct-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Oct-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Nov-98 3

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Dec-98 6
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Dec-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Dec-98 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jan-99 2

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jan-99 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jan-99 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Mar-99 2
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Mar-99 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Mar-99 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Mar-99 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Apr-99 5

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Apr-99 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Apr-99 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie May-99 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie May-99 1

Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie May-99 1
Golden City Motors Kalgoorlie Jun-99 1
Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Jul-97 1
Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Mar-98 1
Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie May-98 1

Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Jun-98 2
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Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Oct-98 1

Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Feb-99 2
Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Mar-99 1

Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Apr-99 1
Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie May-99 1

Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie May-99 1
Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Jun-99 1
Goldfields Toyota Kalgoorlie Jun-99 1

Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Sep-97 1

Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Oct-97 1

Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Feb-98 1

Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Mar-98 1

Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Oct-98 1
Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Nov-98 1

Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Jan-99 1
Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Mar-99 1

Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Jun-99 1
Kalgoorlie Mitsubishi Boulder Jun-99 1

Lance Gibbons Holden Gosnells Apr-98 1

Lance Gibbons Holden Gosnells Jan-99 1

Lynford Osborne Park Aug-97 1

Lynford Osborne Park Sep-97 1

Lynford Osborne Park Nov-97 3

Lynford Osborne Park Mar-98 2

Lynford Osborne Park Apr-98 3

Lynford Osborne Park Aug-98 1

Lynford Osborne Park Sep-98 1

Lynford Osborne Park Oct-98 1
Lynford Osborne Park Nov-98 1
Lynford Osborne Park Nov-98 1

Lynford Osborne Park Dec-98 1

Lynford Osborne Park Apr-99 2

Lynford Osborne Park Jun-99 1

Mandurah Holden Mandurah Jul-98 1

Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Aug-97 2

Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Sep-97 2

Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Oct-97 2

Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Nov-97 4
Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Nov-97 1

Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Dec-97 1
Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Dec-97 1
Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Jan-98 1
Mazda (WA) Cloverdale Jan-98 1

Melville Motors (Holden VW Subaru) Victoria Park Jan-98 1

Melville Motors (Holden VW Subaru) Victoria Park Jul-98 1
Melville Motors (Holden VW Subaru) Victoria Park Sep-98 1

Melville Motors (Holden VW Subaru) Victoria Park Oct-98 1

Melville Motors (Holden VW Subaru) Victoria Park Jan-99 1

Metro Motors Morley Oct-97 1

Metro Motors Morley Nov-97 1

Metro Motors Morley May-98 1

Metro Motors Morley Nov-98 2
Metro Motors Morley Feb-99 1
Metro Motors Morley Apr-99 1
Metro Motors Morley Jun-99 1
Midway Ford Pty Ltd Midland Dec-97 1

Midway Ford Pty Ltd Midland Dec-98 1
Motor Hub Centre Geraldton Jun-99 1

New Town Toyota East Victoria Park Mar-98 2
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New Town Toyota East Victoria Park May-98 1

New Town Toyota East Victoria Park Jul-98 2

New Town Toyota East Victoria Park Aug-98 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Jul-97 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Aug-97 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Sep-97 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Nov-97 1
North City Holden Osborne Park Dec-97 1
North City Holden Osborne Park Jan-98 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Jan-98 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Mar-98 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Apr-98 1

North City Holden Osborne Park May-98 1
North City Holden Osborne Park Jun-98 2
North City Holden Osborne Park Jul-98 2

North City Holden Osborne Park Sep-98 1

North City Holden Osborne Park Jun-99 1
Nuford Wangara Aug-97 1
Paceway Mitsubishi Osborne Park Mar-98 1

Parkland Mazda Cannington Jun-98 1

Parkland Mazda Cannington Jun-98 1

Parkland Mazda Cannington Jul-98 1

Parkland Mazda Cannington Nov-98 2

Prestige Toyota East Perth Jul-97 1
Prestige Toyota East Perth Jul-97 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Aug-97 3
Prestige Toyota East Perth Sep-97 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Oct-97 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Nov-97 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Nov-97 1
Prestige Toyota East Perth Dec-97 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Jan-98 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Feb-98 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Mar-98 1
Prestige Toyota East Perth Mar-98 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Apr-98 1
Prestige Toyota East Perth May-98 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Jun-98 2
Prestige Toyota East Perth Jun-98 1

Prestige Toyota East Perth Jul-98 3

Prestige Toyota East Perth Jul-98 1

Range Ford Maddington Feb-99 1

Range Ford Maddington Mar-99 1

Range Ford Maddington Jun-99 2

Ratten & Slater (Ford) Esperance Jul-98 1

Ratten & Slater (Ford) Esperance Mar-99 1

Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Feb-98 1

Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park May-98 1

Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Jul-98 1

Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Aug-98 1
Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Jan-99 2
Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Jan-99 1

Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Feb-99 1
Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Mar-99 2

Scarboro Toyota Osborne Park Apr-99 1
Skipper Mitsubishi (Sales) Victoria Park Jul-97 1

Skipper Mitsubishi (Sales) Victoria Park Sep-97 1
Skipper Mitsubishi (Sales) Victoria Park Nov-97 1

Skipper Mitsubishi (Sales) Victoria Park Apr-99 1
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Skipper Mitsubishi (Sales) Victoria Park Jun-99 1

Southern Landrover Cannington Jun-98 1
Southside Mitsubishi Cannington Oct-98 1
Southside Mitsubishi Cannington Nov-98 1

Titan Ford W.A. Melville Sep-97 1
Titan Ford W.A. Melville Nov-97 2
Titan Ford W.A. Melville Dec-97 2
Titan Ford W.A. Melville Jan-98 1

Titan Ford W.A. Melville Mar-98 1

Titan Ford W.A. Melville Jun-98 1
Titan Ford W.A. Melville Jul-98 1

Titan Ford W.A. Melville Feb-99 1
Titan Ford W.A. Melville Mar-99 1
Titan Ford W.A. Melville Jun-99 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jul-97 2

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jul-97 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jul-97 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Aug-97 2

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Aug-97 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Sep-97 3

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Sep-97 2

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Sep-97 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Sep-97 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Oct-97 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Dec-97 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Dec-97 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Dec-97 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jan-98 2
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Feb-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Mar-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Mar-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Mar-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Apr-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Apr-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie May-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie May-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie May-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie May-98 1

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jun-98 3

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jul-98 2

Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jul-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jul-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Sep-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Sep-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Oct-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Nov-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Dec-98 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jan-99 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Apr-99 2
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Apr-99 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie May-99 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie May-99 1
Westland Autos Ford/Daewoo Kalgoorlie Jun-99 1
Total Vehicles Purchased 367

(3) The type of vehicles purchased?

MAKE MODEL Number of
vehicles

FORD Courier 9

FORD Explorer 1

FORD Fairmont 6
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FORD Falcon 73

HOLDEN Commodore 107

HOLDEN Jackaroo 1

HOLDEN Rodeo 9

LAND ROVER Defender 1

LAND ROVER Discovery 4

MAZDA B2500 6

MAZDA B2600 14

MITSUBISHI Challenger 1

MITSUBISHI Express 1

MITSUBISHI Magna 5

MITSUBISHI Pajero 6

MITSUBISHI Starwagon 1

MITSUBISHI Triton 5

NISSAN Navara 1

NISSAN Patrol 39

NISSAN Pulsar 1

SUBARU Outback 2

TOYOTA Camry 6

TOYOTA Corolla 4
TOYOTA Hiace 3
TOYOTA Hilux 14
TOYOTA LandCruiser 47
Total 367

MT HENRY HOSPITAL, CLOSURE

1157. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the closure of Mt Henry Hospital as gazetted in the Government Gazette on 19 October 1999 and ask -

(a) how have or how will the buildings and equipment be utilised by the Minister in the interests of other public
hospitals;

(b) will the Minister name the hospitals which have/will benefit;

(c) how much money was held by the Mt Henry Hospital Board -

(i) as at 30 June 1998;
(ii) as at 30 June 1999; and
(iii) on 18 October  1999;

(d) how much debt was owed to the Board -

(i) as at 30 June 1998;
(ii) as at 30 June 1999; and
(iii) on 18 October 1999;

(e) how has the money, buildings and equipment been disposed of;

(f) which hospitals have received equipment or funds from the Mt Henry Hospital closure;

(g) has any equipment been sold;

(h) if so, how much revenue was raised;

(i) how did that revenue get utilised; and

(j) how is the land vested?

Mr DAY replied:

As part of the State Government Nursing Home Restructure Project, the Mt Henry Hospital was decommissioned and
demolished in three stages commencing in 1996.  The hospital was vacated in August 1998 with demolition being
completed in September 1998.

(a) All loose equipment that could be reused was distributed throughout the Health system prior to each phase of
demolition.  Similarly, any fixed equipment that could be reused in the Health system was identified in the
demolition contract documents and was also distributed after it had been removed by the demolition contractor.

(b) Full details of all equipment transfers can be provided if required.
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(c) (i) Cash held as at 30 June 1998 was $433,805 made up as follows:-
$184,457 cash at Reserve Bank
$    3,000 cash on hand
$228,293 Donations trust accounts
$ 18,055 Patients Private Property Trust Account

(ii) Cash held as at 30 June 1999 was $244,010 made up as follows:-
$244,010 Donations trust accounts
Donated funds held in trust were transferred to Murdoch Community Hospice and Anglican Homes.

(iii) Cash held as at 18 October 1999 was $ nil

(d) (i) There was an amount of $119,129 owing to the Health Service as at 30 June 1998 made up as follows:
$  13,243 Inpatient fee debtors
$101,049 Commonwealth benefits owing
$    8,515 Sundry debtors
$(  3,678) less: Provision for doubtful debts

(Note:  Doubtful debts are amounts owing for which there is a possible chance, based on historical or
actual data, that the monies will not be collected.  This is a provision for that eventuality, and does not
mean that the debt due has been officially ‘written off’.  i.e.  In this case, there is an expectation that
$4,837 in Sundry Debtors  ($8,515 minus $3,678) will actually be collected.)

(ii) No outstanding debts as at 30 June 1999.
(iii) No outstanding debts as at 18 October 1999.

(e) All cash assets other than the donations trust accounts have been returned to the Health Department of WA. 
The building has been demolished and the equipment distributed to health services statewide as needed.

(f) Equipment was distributed to various health services statewide.  The equipment list consisted of numerous
items,

(g) Equipment that could not be distributed within the Health system became salvage for the demolition contractor
which in turn reduced the demolition price.

(h)-(i) Not applicable.

(j) The Mt Henry site was a ‘C’ Class Reserve vested in the Minister for Health for “Mt Henry Aged Persons
Home”.  As previously mentioned, the Mt Henry Hospital was decommissioned and demolished in three stages
commencing in 1996.  The hospital was vacated in August 1998 with demolition being completed in September
1998.  The land which has a total area of 15.425 Ha has been subdivided and distributed as follows:

Location 4096 with an area of 2.82 Ha has been retained as Crown Reserve 25439 which is vested in the
Minister for Health for “Health (Dental Services)”;
Lot 11 with an area of 1.245 Ha has been retained in freehold Title vested in the Minister for Health and is
leased to Anglican Homes (Inc) for the operation of a private nursing home; 
Lot 12 with an area of 10.93 Ha was sold to Landcorp for $11,760,000 with settlement in June 1998 and
possession in September 1998;
Location 4093 with an area of 0.43 Ha was sold to Landcorp for $350,000 in August 1999.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, IN EXCESS OF $50 000

1177. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) How many contracts of $50,000 or more (excluding employment contracts) has each department and agency
under the Minister's control entered into between 1 August and 30 September 1999?

(2) What was the amount of each contract?

(3) What is the name of each person/entity with whom the contract has been entered into?

(4) What is the nature of the work or service required by the contract?

(5) What is the completion date of each contract?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN TOURISM COMMISSION
(1) 6

(2) (a) $50 000
(b) $50 000
(c) $52 255
(d) $1 086 500 (revenue over three years)
(e) $90 000 (contra revenue)
(f) $150 000 (revenue over three years)

$22 500 (contra)

(3) (a) UTAG Travel Group
(b) Harvey World Travel
(c) Offset Alpine Printing
(d) Telstra Corporation Ltd
(e) Hyatt Regency Perth
(f) National Foods Milk Ltd
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(4) (a) Support of UTAG Focus Conference
(b) Support of Harvey World Travel International Conference
(c) Printing of Perth and Fremantle Brochures
(d) Naming Rights Sponsorship for Telstra Rally Australia for three events
(e) Hotel and hospitality facilities for the 2000 ITU Triathalon
(f) Sponsorship package for Rally Australia for three events

(5) (a) November 2000
(b) November 1999
(c) September 1999
(d) November 2001
(e) April 2000
(f) November 2001

ROTTNEST ISLAND AUTHORITY
(1) Contract and Management Services, on behalf of the Rottnest Island Authority and acting as principle to the

contract, has entered into one contract for the period between 1 August and 30 September 1999.

(2) Tender prices of the contract was $412,893.

(3) Callan Constructions.

(4) Refurbishment of 16 holiday cottage accommodations units on Rottnest Island.

(5) 11 November 1999.

COCKBURN SOUND, ARSENIC SPILL

1185. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to section M2 of Cockburn Sound Bulk Processing's (CSBP) Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)
licence, which reads "The Licensee shall advise the Director, within 7 working days, of all significant spillages (greater
than one cubic metre) of fertilisers or chemicals into the marine environment from equipment operated by the Licensee
at the Bulk Cargo jetty", and ask -

(a) will the Minister confirm that CSBP did not inform the DEP of arsenic spills within 7 working days which,
according to DEP Chief Executive Officer Bryan Jenkins, first occurred on 24 July 1999;

(b) will CSBP be prosecuted under section 58(1) of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 which reads "A
licensee who contravenes a condition to which his licence is subject commits an offence"; and

(c) if not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a)-(c) Condition M2 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 licence held by Wesfarmers CSBP at Kwinana relates
to spillages from the Bulk Cargo Jetty.  The discharge of arsenic from CSBP into Cockburn Sound was from
a submarine discharge pipeline, accordingly condition M2 is not relevant.  Officers from the Department of
Environmental Protection are currently undertaking a comprehensive investigation into the arsenic discharge.

PLANTATIONS, REVIEW

1191. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

With respect to the review of plantations in the South West of Western Australia, will the Minister advise -

(a) who has been appointed to undertake the review, and by whom;

(b) what are its terms of reference;

(c) how will the public have input; and

(d) will its findings be made public?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a) Cabinet has approved the appointment of Forestry Pacific Pty Ltd in association with Beca Simons Pty Ltd and
Forest Business Solutions under a contract with the Department of Conservation and Land Management. In the
conduct of the Review they will be advised and guided by an interdepartmental steering committee including
senior officers from Treasury, Agriculture WA, Department of Resources Development and the Department
of Conservation and Land Management.

(b) A review of CALM’s plantation business operations and issues associated with the supply and usage of
plantation timber in accordance with the following terms of reference:

(1) The need to provide a long-term sustainable supply of wood while reducing dependency on native
forests;

(2) Promoting the establishment of internationally competitive forest product industries requiring
sustainable timber supplies;
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(3) The extent to which the current and future plantation resource matches the current commitments and
future needs of industry;

(4) Encouraging the establishment of private hardwood and softwood plantations;

(5) The appropriate role of government in promoting plantation development including the efficacy of
corporatisation or placing State-owned or managed plantations on a business footing and the
appropriate role of government in ownership of existing and future plantations;

(6) The review should also have regard to:  Current supply and management agreements; Relationship to
the Salinity Action Plan; Creation of the Gnangara Regional Park; The benefits of integrated
operations; Development of carbon sequestration capacity.

(7) Noting that Sandalwood is both a native species requiring conservation management and a plantation
species, the review should also examine the operation of the Sandalwood Act (1929) and Sandalwood
Regulation (1993) as it relates to conservation functions and commercial operations.

Where appropriate, the Review will take account of the Treasury Guideline - Assessing the Costs and
Benefits of Implementing Competitive Neutrality (April 1997)

(c) The consultant has been encouraged to canvas a range of sources of information and views in conducting this
review, however the review process is technically based and not designed for general public input. 

(d) As soon as practicable after completion and analysis of the report.

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT, REVIEW

1193. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

With respect to the expert panel to review ecologically sustainable forest management and logging levels after the signing
of the Regional Forest Agreement, as promised by the Minister in January 1999 following the receipt of the Codd report,
will the Minister advise -

(a) what is the state of progress of each body or process;

(b) who has been appointed to each body or process, and by whom;

(c) what are its terms of reference;

(d) how will the public have input;

(e) when will its work be completed;

(f) will its findings be made public; and

(g) if the process has not commenced, why not and when will it be commenced?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a)-(g) As stated in clause 50 of the Regional Forest Agreement and acknowledged in the Codd report, the methods
and data used in the calculation of sustained yield of wood products and the sustained yield figures to be
included in the next Forest Management Plan will be reviewed by a panel of suitably qualified independent
experts as part of the development of the Plan.  It is anticipated that this process will commence next year. 

TIMBER ROYALTIES

1198. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

What royalties are currently paid on Premium Sawlogs, First Grade Sawlogs and Chiplogs for all timber used for these
purposes?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

Gross royalties, in accordance with the Department of Conservation and Land Management Royalty/Stumpage schedules
dated 1 July 1999 are as follows:

$81.75 per tonne jarrah premium sawlog, Swan/Central Forest Regions;
$83.37 per tonne jarrah premium sawlog, Southern Forest Region;
$83.85 per tonne karri premium sawlog, Southern Forest Region;
$33.17 per tonne jarrah first grade sawlog, Swan/Central Forest Regions;
$34.96 per tonne jarrah first grade sawlog, Southern Forest Region;
$43.09 per tonne karri first grade sawlog, 300mm small end diameter Southern Forest Region;
$41.39 per tonne karri first grade sawlog, 200mm small end diameter Southern Forest Region;
$21.17 per tonne karri/marri chiplogs, Swan/Central Forest Regions;
$22.79 per tonne karri/marri chiplogs, Southern Forest Region;
$61.32 per tonne softwood premium sawlog, all forest regions.

No first grade softwood sawlog product. A similar standard product is a Mid Diameter softwood sawlog which ranges
from $21.35 per tonne to $61.96 per tonne according to the mid-diameter of the sawlog.
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No softwood chiplog product. An equivalent residue product is industrial wood.
$13.42 per tonne softwood industrial wood from Swan Region.
$11.27 per tonne softwood industrial wood from Central Forest Region
$9.48 per tonne softwood industrial wood from Southern Forest Region

WORKERS COMPENSATION, PHYSIOTHERAPISTS' FEES

1199. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Is it true that the level of fees set for physiotherapists under the State's Worker's Compensation system have only
increased by 5% since 1992?

(2) What has been the Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase since 1992?

(3) What has been the increase in average weekly earnings since 1992?

(4) What has been the percentage increase in fees for medical practitioners since 1992?

(5) What is the methodology used to calculate increased fees for physiotherapist's services under WorkCover?

(6) Is this method for the calculation of physiotherapist's fees for WorkCover under review?

(7) If so, then when will the new method for calculating physiotherapist's fees under WorkCover be adopted?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) No.  Fees for compensable physiotherapy services have increased from $74 per hour or $30.50 for a standard
consultation in 1992 to $82 per hour or $33.75 for a standard consultation in 1999, representing an 11%
increase.  

(2) Consumer Price Index (all groups index for Perth, base year 1989/90) has increased 13%, from 105.9 in
1991/92 to 120.1 in 1998/99.

(3) Average Weekly Earnings (Western Australia, original figures, all employees total earnings) has increased
14.5% from $500.60 in May 1992 to $573.20 in May 1999. 

(4) The service schedule for compensable medical services has changed since 1992 making direct comparisons
impossible for certain services.  In addition, different percentage changes have been applied across the schedule
at review, therefore comments on the overall percentage change in fees for compensable medical services is
not possible.  Compensable medical services for which comparisons are possible indicate some fees have
decreased while other fees have increased, for example:

A standard level B consultation by a general practitioner has increased from $31.00 in 1992 to $37.10 in 1999,
representing a 19.7% increase;

Acupuncture and subsequent consultation has increased from $43.50 in 1992 to $48.50 in 1999, representing
an 11% increase; 

A radiographic examination and report for the hand, wrist, forearm, elbow or arm (elbow to shoulder) has
increased from $64 in 1992 to $74 in 1999, representing a 15.6% increase; and

Magnetic Resonance Study of one region of the body or two contiguous regions of the body has decreased from
$790 in 1993 (introduction of the item) to $693.80 in 1999, representing a 12% decrease.

(5) A cost plus approach is used to determine compensable fees.  A provider’s practice should generate sufficient
income to account for the salaries of each principal involved with the practice, plus operating costs, plus some
rate of return for each principal’s investment in the practice.  It assumes that a practice is operating efficiently,
with all its billable hours filled.  The cost plus approach produces a standard consultation rate relating to the
most commonly performed service.  The standard rate is applied to the relative values of services in the
schedule to determine the cost of each core service. 

(6) Yes. The method for calculating all medical and allied health provider fees is under review. 

(7) If a new fee determination methodology is adopted it is expected it will be applied for the 2000/2001 financial
year.

WORKERS COMPENSATION, MEDICAL AND ALLIED HEALTH SERVICES COMMITTEE

1200. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Who are the members of the Medical and Allied Services Committee that advises WorkCover on the setting
of fees?

(2) Are any of these members Allied Health Service Practitioners?

(3) Are any of these members representatives of Allied Health Service Practitioners?

(4) Does the Minister consider that the membership of the Medical and Allied Services Committee is representative
of the different health services that are required by injured workers?
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(5) If not, does the Minister intend to provide a broader representation amongst membership of the Medical and
Allied Services Committee?

(6) Has the Medical and Allied Services Committee met with or consulted the various professional organisations
that represent different Allied Health Services?

(7) If so, then which groups have been involved in these consultations and what was the date of the last meeting?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The Medical and Allied Services Committee of the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Commission
include:
Dr Robert Gillett, Chairman –Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Commission Medical Representative
Mrs Anne Bellamy, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of WA
Mr Colin Chilcott, Insurance Council of Australia
Vacant, Trades and Labor Council of Western Australia
Ms Diane Munrowd, Nominated Representative of the Executive Director, WorkCover Western Australia

(2)-(3) No.

(4) The Medical and Allied Services Committee liaises with all allied health provider representatives from
November to May on an annual basis.

(5) Not applicable.

(6) Yes, on an annual basis over a period of months.

(7) The Medical and Allied Services Committee last met with:
The Australian Physiotherapy Association (WA) on 9 June 1999;
The Rehabilitation Providers Association on 12 May 1999;
The Chiropractors' Association of Australia (WA) Ltd on 12 May 1999; and
The Australian Psychological Society College of Clinical Psychologists (WA Section) on 12 May 1999.

HEALTH SERVICES, UNNECESSARY DUPLICATION

1211. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the Health 2020 Discussion Paper which refers to "reducing unnecessary duplication" (page 12) and ask will
the Minister advise what specific unnecessary duplication of health service delivery exists and in which hospitals?

Mr DAY replied:

Government investment in the public hospital services and infrastructure is designed to support a comprehensive range
of clinical and other service delivery that are agreed as being necessary to meet community need.  This investment
particularly targets areas where people rely on the public system.  A requirement of the public hospital system in Western
Australia is that appropriate health services are made available on a 24-hour basis, with provision of quality care to
individuals who are sick, often within an urgent or semi-urgent timeframe.  In order to meet this requirement, it is entirely
reasonable that there be some parallel services operating throughout the metropolitan area, particularly given the
government’s commitment to provide appropriate health services closer to where people live.  Clinical requirements
remain the essential test of hospital-related health service planning decisions, including consideration of the interactions
between clinical areas such as:

emergency medicine for assessment, stabilisation and initial treatment;
the range of inpatient specialty services for on-going management;
super-specialty services for complex cases on a tertiary referral basis; and
teaching and research activities. 

As highlighted in the Health 2020 Discussion Paper, these clinical requirements mean that it is not surprising that
similarities are evident in the pattern of services provided by general adult tertiary hospitals as a group, and by secondary
hospitals as a group.  With developments in technology, changes in referral patterns and access by the community, it is
important that the location and type of services provided is continuously reviewed to ensure that there are no gaps or
duplication. 

METROPOLITAN HEALTH SERVICES BOARD, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REMUNERATION
PACKAGE

1212. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the Minister state exactly what non cash benefits are packaged in the salary of the Chief Executive Officer
of the Metropolitan Health Services Board?

(2) What is the cash equivalent of those items?

Mr DAY replied:

(1)-(2) The non cash benefits packaged in the salary of the Chief Executive Officer of the Metropolitan Health Services
Board Health Service are;

Superannuation $33,600
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Leave Loading $708
Motor Vehicle $19,500

DRUGS, CONVICTIONS FOR OFFENCES

1216. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

In relation to question on notice No. 705 of 1999 how many convictions were recorded in each of the past five years for
the following offences -

(a) conspiracy to sell or supply illicit drugs;
(b) possession with intent to sell or supply; and
(c) sale or supply of a particular drug?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

The member for Churchlands has recently asked a question concerning drug convictions.  The Hon member has now
asked a follow-up question, the answer to which may need some clarification.  In Parliamentary Question No. 705 the
Hon member requested, for each of the previous five years, information about the number of people convicted of drug
trafficking/dealing.  The information was supplied in three categories of offence.  In Parliamentary Question No. 1216
the member requested, for each of the previous five years, the number of convictions recorded for each category of
offence.  The total numbers presented for each of the offence categories are different for the two answers because a
person can be convicted of offences in more than one of the categories listed.  The following table lists the number of
convictions for each of the past five years for each of the categories listed:

1994/95 1995/96 1996/97 1997/98 1998/99
Conspiracy to sell or supply illicit drugs 38 28 33 14 15
Possession with intent to sell or supply 209 193 177 191 202
Sale or supply a particular drug 47 37 28 34 45

CASUAL EMPLOYMENT, JOB INSECURITY AND UNPAID OVERTIME

1219. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Is the Minister aware of employee surveys which reveal -

(a) a high proportion of casual employees would prefer a permanent job;
(b) job insecurity is a major worry for many employees; and
(c) a growing number of employees are obliged "to work unpaid overtime"?

(2) If not, is the Minister aware of any surveys which show any of these factors?

(3) What action does the Government intend to take to meet the concerns of -

(a) casual employees;
(b) job insecurity; and
(c) the need to work unpaid overtime?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a) Yes.  Some surveys raise this issue.  For example the ACTU Survey on Employment Security and
Working Time Arrangements found that a proportion of casual employees would prefer a permanent
job.  However academic surveys such as The Australian Workplace Industrial Relations Survey 1995
(AWIRS 95), suggest many casual employees are satisfied with the nature of their employment.  AWIRS
95 found that 70% of casual staff were happy with the hours they worked and are more likely to be
satisfied in their job than permanent employees.

(b) Yes.  For example the ACTU Survey on Employment Security and Working Time Arrangements found
that a proportion of employees wanted more job security. However AWIRS 95 found that a proportion
accept the lack of job security because of the flexibility casual employment creates. It also found that
50% of casual employees had been in the same job for over two years, with 16% being in their current
job for five years.

(c) Yes.  For example the ACTU Survey on Employment Security and Working Time Arrangements found
a portion of employees work at least some unpaid overtime each week. However AWIRS 95 clarifies
this with the finding that 80% of full time employees did not want to work shorter hours.

(2) Not applicable

(3) (a) Many employees use the flexibility of casual work to pursue study and family objectives and are not
seeking permanent employment.  A proportion of casual employees may be seeking permanent jobs. 
In aiming to decrease this proportion, Government policies on matters such as youth wages are
assisting in the continuing improvements in employment rates. 

(b) The Government monitors job insecurity. The latest ABS figures suggest that 75% of employees are
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permanently employed in WA. The remaining proportion of jobs generally provide a viable
employment alternative in areas of marginal employment, such as hospitality and agriculture.

(c) The Government monitors the hours of work issue. Many employees choose to work unpaid overtime
as a result of a directly negotiated agreement that provides a higher base salary. Others may make use
of flexible working arrangements to accommodate fluctuating workloads. 

EQUAL PAY, WORKING PARTY

1220. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Has the Minister formed a pay equity joint working party?

(2) If not, has the Minister established a working party of similar description?

(3) Who are the members of the working party?

(4) What are the terms of reference of the working party?

(5) Is the working party examining strategies that address the pay gap between working men and women in Western
Australia?

(6) On what date does the Minister expect the committee to provide a report on its findings/recommendations?

(7) Is it envisaged that the working party will produce a final report by 30 June 2000?

(8) Will the Minister table a copy of the report once it is received from the working party?

(9) If not, why not?

(10) Is the Government committed to implementing strategies to address the pay gap between working men and
women?

(11) If so, does the Minister/Government have any ideas on how this may be dealt with?

(12) What initiatives does the Government/Minister intend to take in the next six months to try and address this
matter?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Members are representatives from: 
- Department of Productivity and Labour Relations (2)
- Chamber of Commerce and Industry of WA
- Australian Mines and Metals Association of WA
- Trades and Labor Council of WA
- Women's Policy Development Office 
- Equal Opportunity Commission 
- Executive support is provided by the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations.

(4) The terms of reference for the working party are as follows:

(1) The primary task of the joint working party is to report to the Minister for Labour Relations on
possible strategies which may assist in:

a) reducing the gender pay gap in Western Australia; and

b) reducing the pay gap between Western Australian working women and their national
counterparts.    

(2) In doing this, the working party should take into account the findings of the Pay Equity for Women
in WA research report dated April 1999, by Dr Alison Preston and Associate Professor Geoff Crockett
of the Economics Department of Curtin University of Technology, and any other relevant research and
reports. 

(3) The recommended strategies are to be consistent with existing labour relations institutional
arrangements.

(4) Details are to be provided on how the strategies or recommendations could be best implemented and
by whom.

(5) The Working Party's report on strategies and recommendations to address pay equity in WA is to be
submitted to the Minister for Labour Relations by 29 February 2000.

(5) Yes, see Terms of Reference (1).

(6) The terms of reference for the working party require the report on strategies to address pay equity in WA to be
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submitted to me by 29 February 2000.  However, the working party has requested an additional 6 weeks,
bringing this date to 11 April 2000. 

(7) Yes.

(8) I will table the report when I have considered the recommendations. 

(9) Not applicable. 

(10) Yes, as evidenced by commissioning research into pay equity and establishing the Ministerial Pay Equity Joint
Working Party to develop strategies to address pay equity.

(11) Whilst I may have some suggestions on strategies to address pay equity, the purpose of conducting research into
pay equity and establishing the working party is to ensure Government is well briefed on pay equity issues and
that a variety of interested parties are involved in the development of strategies to address pay equity. 

(12) The first initiative is the establishment of a Ministerial Pay Equity Joint Working Party to discuss possible
strategies and make recommendations which are consistent with the existing labour relations institutional
arrangements.  Other initiatives will be considered upon receipt of the report from that working party.   

REGIONAL HEADWORKS DEVELOPMENT SCHEME, UNSUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS

1231. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

I refer to the 35 applicants for assistance under the Regional Headworks Development Scheme in 1996-97, and ask will
the Minister provide the names of each unsuccessful applicant and the particular utility or service for which assistance
was sought?

Mr COWAN replied:

No.  It is not appropriate to name unsuccessful applicants.

REGIONAL HEADWORKS DEVELOPMENT SCHEME, UNSUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS

1232. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

I refer to the 30 applicants for assistance under the Regional Headworks Development Scheme in 1997-98, and ask will
the Minister provide the names of each unsuccessful applicant and the particular utility or service for which assistance
was sought?

Mr COWAN replied:

No.  It is not appropriate to name unsuccessful applicants.

HEALTH, CHEMICAL SENSITIVITY

1233. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the Minister for Health advise whether there are procedures established in the Environment Health Branch
of the Health Department for the reporting of adverse health effects from chemicals?

(2) If so, what are these procedures?

(3) Is the Minister aware of other countries around the world whose Health Authorities accept and recognise
environmental illnesses including "Multiple Chemical Sensitivity"?

(4) If so, which countries are they?

(5) Will the Minister advise whether the use of the chemical Phosdrin (Mevinphos) is banned, restricted or
available for use?

(6) If the use of Phosdrin is restricted, what are the conditions of the restrictions?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Regulations 51 and 81 of the Health (Pesticides) Regulations 1956 require that fumigators and pesticide
operators respectively notify the Executive Director, Public Health of an accident resulting in personal injury
from pesticides.

(2) Reported adverse effects from exposure to these chemicals are maintained on a special departmental file.

(3) Yes.

(4) USA and Canada.  There are likely to be others, but I am not in a position to name them without undertaking
extensive research.

(5) Mevinphos is a Schedule 7 poison under the Poisons Act 1964.  It is available as an agricultural chemical to
authorised users.  Retailers require a licence under the Poisons Act 1964 to supply Mevinphos to authorised
users.
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(6) Primary producers are the only authorised users of Mevinphos under the Poisons Act.  See also 5 above.

Additional restrictions are imposed as part of the registration process by the National Registration Authority. 
Among others:

Mevinphos is not registered in the Northern Territory.
Mevinphos can only be used to control Diamondback Moth on cauliflower, cabbage, broccoli and
brussels sprouts.
Mevinphos can only be applied at a minimum two-weekly interval for a maximum of three
applications per crop per season.
All purchasers of Mevinphos are to hold a current Farm Care approved chemical users course
qualification and provide details of their approval number at time of purchase.

LIVE MUSIC, GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND DEVELOP

1236. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What -

(a) initiatives is the Government taking; and/or
(b) projects is the Government sponsoring,

to promote and develop live music in Western Australia?

(2) What are the aims and objectives of each of these projects?

(3) What is the amount of money allocated to each of these projects?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a) The Ministry for Culture & the Arts, ArtsWA has initiated the Café Culture Pilot Project.

(b) ArtsWA supports the Western Australian Music Industry Association (WAM) and its program of
events.  The program of events incorporates the Kiss My Wami music festival. 

(2) The Café Culture Pilot Project 
Aims:
to increase the level of live music performed in café/restaurant/bar environments; and
to promote live performance as a necessary ingredient for a vibrant and thriving hospitality industry;

Objectives:
to increase the awareness by hospitality operators of the variety of musical acts available in Perth
thereby expanding the range of live performance opportunities for Perth musicians;
to demonstrate that live performance in or near cafes and restaurants will increase patronage and
profits;
to encourage more café and restaurant operators to include live music as part of their dining
‘experience’; and
to create an image of WA for visitors as a place of excitement, sophistication and diversity.

The Western Australian Music Industry Association’s (WAM’s) Kiss My Wami Festival aims are:
to provide showcase performing opportunities for original Western Australian contemporary
musicians/bands;
to provide award opportunities for original Western Australian contemporary musicians/bands;
to create the opportunity for original Western Australian contemporary musicians/bands associated
with the inclusion on the annual Kiss My Wami CD; and
to provide Kiss My Wami marketing and show casing opportunities for original Western Australian
contemporary musicians/bands, on the web.

(3) Café Culture Pilot Project 
$30 000 (Matching $’s from Town of Vincent and City of Subiaco).

Western Australian Music Industry Association (WAM) annual program of events
$40 000
$40 000

LIVE MUSIC, GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE AND DEVELOP

1237. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What -

(a) initiatives is the Government taking; and/or
(b) projects is the Government sponsoring,

to promote and develop rock music or music targeted specifically at young people (aged between 12 and 25
years)?

(2) What amount of money has been allocated to each of these projects?

(3) Are any of these projects aimed at young people in rural or regional  Western Australia?
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(4) If yes, what are the affected towns?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a) ArtsWA is initiating a contemporary music reference group in 2000.  The aims and objectives of the
reference group will include young people 12 – 25 years.  The reference group will include
Government Departments, individuals, musicians, young people and organisations working in the area
of contemporary music.  Guidelines and recommendations will be the outcome of the group.

(b) ArtsWA supports the Western Australian Music Industry Association (WAM).  WAM administers an
annual contemporary music Festival titled “Kiss My Wamis”.  The Festival incorporates rock music. 
The Kiss My Wamis includes the target market of young people in the Western Australian Community
between the ages of 12 – 25 years.  At the last Young People & the Arts funding round held on 28
October 1999, the following applicants received funding: 

* Simultaneously Tone Deaf
* Southern Suzuki Strings
* Town of Cambridge

(2) The amount awarded to each of these projects is outlined below:

Western Australian Music Industry Association (WAM) -
1999 $40 000
2000 $40 000

Simultaneously Tone Deaf -
2001 $4 000

Southern Suzuki Strings –
2001 $4 000

Town of Cambridge –
2001 $2 000

(3) Yes.

(4) Kiss My Wamis:  Carnarvon, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie, Merredin, Kambalda, Northam, Mandurah, Bunbury,
Margaret River, Narrogin, Esperance, Katanning, Collie, Albany, and Denmark.

Simultaneously Tone Deaf:  Rockingham.

Southern Suzuki Strings:  Albany.

ARTS MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE, ROLE AND MEMBERSHIP

1239. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What is the role of the Arts Management Task Force?

(2) What are the names of the individuals, and the organisations they represent, who serve on the task force?

(3) Has the task force made any recommendations relating to any aspect of youth music in Western Australia? 

(4) If yes, what are these recommendations?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The role of the Arts Management Task Force has been to make recommendations to ArtsWA for achievement
of the following objectives:

1. To enhance Western Australia’s Arts Agencies’ and other arts organisations’ standards of corporate
governance.

2. To enhance the management and leadership skills of Western Australia’s arts managers and
administrators.

3. To encourage professional mentoring within the Western Australian arts industry.
4. To enhance awareness in the Western Australian arts industry of international trends in leadership,

management and marketing.
5. To expand the professional development opportunities for Western Australia’s arts managers and

administrators.
6. To raise public awareness of the Objectives and to source sufficient funds to effectively implement

the Recommendations of the Arts Management Task Force.

(2) Members of the Arts Management Task Force are:

Richard Duldig Manager Training, Australian Institute of Management
Mal Gammon Executive Director, WA Arts Sport & Recreation Industry Training Council
David Gerrand President, Arts Voice
Jenny Wright Vice-President, Arts Voice
Carol Whish-Wilson Executive Officer to the Task Force Senior Project Officer, ArtsWA
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(3) Not specifically.  The recommendations of the Task Force apply across all sectors of arts management and
administration.

(4) Not applicable.

FESTIVAL OF PERTH, MUSIC FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

1246. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Has any Government authority investigated ways in which the Festival of Perth can become involved in music
projects which target young people?

(2) If yes, what was the outcome or the recommendations made in response to the investigations?

(3) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(3) The Festival of Perth is not funded through or accountable to ArtsWA.

ARTFLIGHT FUND, OBJECTIVES

1248. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Coalition in its 1996 Arts policy promised to "Enable commercial and
independent recording labels to access Artflight Funds for market development and promotion"?

(2) What are the objectives of the Artflight Fund?

(3) Which Government agency supervises the fund?

(4) How much money was allocated to the Artflight Fund in the following years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98:
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) in the 1999-2000 budget?

(5) What are the criteria applicants must meet to access funds?

(6) How many applicants applied for Artflight funding in the following years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) in the 1999-2000 budget?

(7) Of these, how many applicants were successful in obtaining funds?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The coalition did not adopt or publish a policy on the arts for the 1996 election

(2) The objective of the Artflight Program is to assist Western Australian arts practitioners to attend events or
undertake activities of strategic significance to their arts practice.  Such events may be within WA, interstate
or overseas.  Artflight is a program for Western Australian based artists.

(3) ArtsWA provides the funding.

(4) Allocation of funds:

(a) 1996-97 $ 55 000
(b) 1997-98 $117 500
(c) 1998-99 $117 500
(d) 1999-2000 $117 500

(5) The criteria for Artflight are:

(a) that applicants must demonstrate that attendance at the event, residency, workshop, performance, etc.
that they wish to attend will be beneficial to their professional development or otherwise enhance their
artistic profile;

(b) that applicants show that because of the timing of the event, they could not apply for panel funding
through ArtsWA’s standard assessment rounds which are held throughout the year;

(c) that applicants, wherever possible, apply at least six weeks before the date of the event that they wish
to attend; and

(d) that applicants only request funding for travel costs, although in certain circumstances the assessment
panel may consider costs of freighting works, or the enrollment costs at seminars.

(6) Number of applicants:
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(a) 1996-97 155 applicants
(b) 1997-98 182 applicants
(c) 1998-99 233 applicants
(d) 1999-2000 58 applicants (to 11 November 1999)

(7) Successful applicants:

1996-97 110 successful
1997-98 123 successful
1998-99 131 successful
1999-2000 27 successful (to 11 November 1999)

MUSIC, SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT

1249. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Coalition in its 1996 Arts policy promised to "Through renewed emphasis
upon research and development in the Arts, provide greater support for the development of new music in
Western Australia"?

(2) Has the Government acted on this promise and conducted a review or study into how to develop new music in
Western Australia?

(3) If yes, what was the outcome or the recommendations made in response to the review?

(4) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The coalition did not adopt or publish a policy on the arts for the 1996 election

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

NATIONAL ACADEMY OF MUSIC, MONITORING

1250. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Coalition in its 1996 Arts policy promised to "Monitor the outcomes of the
National Academy of Music in Melbourne to ensure that the interests of young West Australian musicians are
not neglected"?

(2) Has the Government acted on this promise?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) If yes, what were the key findings resulting from monitoring the National Academy of Music?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The coalition did not adopt or publish a policy on the arts for the 1996 election

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

YOUTH ARTS ACTIVITIES, SHORT NOTICE INVESTMENT SCHEME

1251. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Will the Minister confirm that the Coalition in its 1996 Arts policy promised to "introduce a short notice
investment scheme for youth arts activities"?

(2) Has such an investment scheme been introduced?

(3) If yes, when was the scheme introduced?

(4) What are the objectives of the scheme?

(5) How many people have accessed the scheme?

(6) How much money is allocated annually to the scheme?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The coalition did not adopt or publish a policy on the arts for the 1996 election

(2) Yes.  The scheme is named the Quick Response Fund.

(3) 1997.

(4) The objectives of the scheme are to support:

young people who have developed an original idea; and
young people responding to an exciting opportunity in which the 
time-frame has been determined by external forces, eg, an invitation to participate in a festival.
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(5) 34.

(6) $45 000.

ARTS MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE, ROLE AND MEMBERSHIP

1255. Ms ANWYL to the minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What is the role of the Arts Management Task Force?

(2) What are the names of the individuals, and the organisations they represent, who serve on the task force?

(3) Has the task force made any recommendations relating to any aspect of youth music in Western Australia?

(4) If yes, what are these recommendations?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) I refer the Member to my answer to Question on Notice 1239.

(2)-(4) Not applicable.

MOBILE PERFORMANCE FACILITY, COST

1258. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Youth:

(1) Has the Office of Youth Affairs investigated the option of Western Australia having a mobile performance
facility to be used for concerts or cultural activities?

(2) If yes, what was the outcome or recommendations made in response to the investigation?

(3) What is the estimated cost of a mobile performance facility?

(4) Is there already an existing rock rig in Western Australia which could be purchased by the Government?

(5) Has the Government considered buying this rock rig?

Mr BOARD replied:

(1) No.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

(4) I am advised that there is a ‘Rock Rig’ in Western Australia.

(5) The Office of Youth Affairs has not investigated the purchase of a ‘Rock Rig’.

FESTIVAL OF PERTH, MUSIC FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

1260. Ms ANWYL to the minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) Has any Government authority investigated ways in which the Festival of Perth can become involved in music
projects which target young people?

(2) If yes, what was the outcome or the recommendations made in response to the investigations?

(3) If not, why not?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) I refer the Member to my answer to Question on Notice 1246.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE RESALE VALUE OF VEHICLES

1268. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Works:

I refer to the funding facility for the Western Australian Government's light vehicle fleet and ask -

(a) has the Department of Contract and Management Services, in conjunction with fleet managers and agencies,
undertaken further research into the causes of poor returns from retiring commercial vehicles and developed
strategies to improve the resale value; and

(b) will the Minister table the strategies?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

(a) Yes.

(b) Yes.  The research has found that light commercial vehicles in Western Australia (WA) are used in harsher
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conditions (predominantly in the Northwest of the State) compared to similar vehicles used in other
jurisdictions.  Consequently, the resale prices for light commercial vehicles in WA are lower, regardless of
whether they are Government or private sector owned.  Arrangements have been made with the Facility
Manager to enable lease terms of more than two years for light commercial vehicles with extensive fitouts so
as to achieve a lower whole-of-life costing.

WEST STATE SUPER FUND

1273. Mr PENDAL to the Treasurer:

I refer to the membership of Government employees in the Government run West State superannuation scheme and ask -

(a) why are members denied the capacity to choose their own approved fund to receive the employer (Government)
contribution, given the Government's commitment to allowing freedom of choice in health insurance and trade
union membership;

(b) will the Treasurer examine the potential for a change to the law to allow such freedom of choice; and

(c) will the Treasurer say why Westate's current statements show that the fund has earned only about two per cent
in the past year while other, equally reputable private funds have been earning up to seven or eight per cent?

Mr COURT replied:

(a) There is no employee choice of fund for members of West State Super, due to the largely unfunded nature of
the scheme where an estimated 70% of employer contributions relating to the period before 1 July 1998 are not
funded by the State until the benefit becomes payable.

(b) Employee choice of fund is not under active consideration but the Government will review its position when
and if the Commonwealth “Choice of Funds” legislation becomes law.

(c) The crediting rate for West State Super of CPI + 2% is specified in the relevant legislation and is guaranteed,
with no risk to members.  Amendments currently before the Legislative Assembly will provide an opportunity
to consider more modern member investment choice arrangements for West State Super members.

GLOUCESTER PARK, OWNERSHIP AND HERITAGE LISTING

1274. Mr PENDAL to the Minister for Heritage:

(1) Does the Western Australian Trotting Association (WATA) own Gloucester Park as a freehold title?

(2) Alternatively, is Gloucester Park on a long term lease to the WATA, such as the 999 year lease that some race
clubs enjoy?

(3) If Gloucester Park is a leasehold, how can the WATA consider selling the property as reported in The West
Australian on 29 October 1999?

(4) Regardless of the outcome, will the Minister give a commitment to place relevant landmarks, such as the main
entrance to Gloucester Park, on the interim heritage list?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(1) Except for an area of 1.9498 hectares which is held by the WA Trotting Association as a Crown Grant in Trust,
the balance of the land is held by the Association as a freehold title.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

(4) I understand the Heritage Council of Western Australia is currently considering this matter.  I will await their
advice prior to making a decision.

PUBLIC SERVICE, EMPLOYEES WITH POSTGRADUATE DEGREES

1275. Mr PENDAL to the Minister for Public Sector Management:

(1) How many people holding Doctor of Philosophy (PHD) degrees have been employed in the public sector over
the last five years?

(2) How many people holding other post graduate degrees have been employed in the public sector over the last
five years?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(2) This information is not held centrally and would require the diversion of considerable resources to obtain.

CALM RESTRUCTURING, EMPLOYEES

1276. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) How many Full Time Equivalents will be -
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(a) transferred; or
(b) seconded,

from the Department of Conservation and Land Management (CALM) to the new division dealing with forests?

(2) How many positions will -

(a) be made redundant; or
(b) not renewed,

as a result of this restructuring of CALM?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Decisions on the number of staff in the interim Division for the Forest Resources Commission are not yet final. 
CALM will trial the division operationally to determine the appropriate staffing arrangements.

(2) The creation of an interim division will not affect CALM staff numbers.  When the new Forest Resources
Commission and Conservation Commission are created by legislation, CALM will receive offset funding
sufficient to ensure that its functions are properly performed.

ONSLOW, COMPENSATION FOR FLOODING

1282. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Has the Minister been invited to attend a meeting of Onslow residents to discuss the sea wall/bund and the
seawater flooding that occurred during cyclone Vance?

(2) When was the last occasion the Minister was invited to attend such a meeting?

(3) Does the Minister intend to attend a meeting with Onslow residents to discuss the seawater flooding that
occurred during cyclone Vance and appropriate compensation/restitution that should be made by the
Government?

(4) If so, when does the Minister intend to make himself available to attend such a meeting?

(5) If not, why not?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) It would be inappropriate due to insurance claims possibly being the subject of litigation.

PYRTON SITE, EXPENDITURE ON MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS

1283. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) Has the Ministry of Justice spent any money maintaining any of the buildings on the Pyrton site at Eden Hill?

(2) If so, will the Minister itemise what amounts have been expended?

(3) Has the Ministry of Justice made any payments to the Disabilities Services Commission or other Government
departments or agencies to maintain any of the buildings on the Pyrton site?

(4) If so, will the Minister itemise what payments have been made in this regard? 

(5) Has the Ministry of Justice made any payments to any person or individual directly or indirectly to maintain
the buildings on the Pyrton site in Eden Hill?

(6) If so, will the Minister itemise what payments have been made? 

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1) No, the buildings on the Pyrton site at Eden Hill are the responsibility of the Disability Services Commission.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) No.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) No.

(6) Not applicable
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HOUSING, SENIOR CITIZENS' NEEDS

1284. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Is the Minister aware that 1999 is the Year of Senior Citizens?

(2) Has the Minister ensured that the Ministry for Housing is aware of that fact?

(3) Will the Minister explain why the Ministry of Housing will not listen to a request by senior citizens in its units
to improve the signage on one complex by showing its street number and where certain units are situated?

(4) Will the Minister explain why the Ministry of Housing is so unresponsive to the needs of senior citizens in the
Year of Seniors?

(5) Is the Minister prepared to review the Ministry’s decision?

(6) If not, why not?

(7) If so, when?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes, the Ministry of Housing is fully aware of and committed to celebrating the Year of the Older Person.

(3) The Ministry of Housing has considered the request of residents of 12 Nile Place, Beechboro for additional
signage.  The complex has a common carpark area in the centre and two separate communal letterboxes at the
entrance.  A large number 12 is located on one of the communal letterboxes and is clearly visible from the road.

Units 1-5 face the road and individual signage is not considered necessary as each unit has a number on its front
door.  I understand the Member has written to the Ministry of Housing about this matter and indicated that
residents experienced difficulties when taxis call at the complex.  These problems are appreciated however,
similar difficulties would arise at many apartment complexes where all units are not located on the communal
car park areas.

(4) The Ministry of Housing is very responsive to the needs of its seniors’ clients.  In this particular complex the
Ministry recently agreed to install additional security lighting and modify the garden areas to better suit the
needs of residents.  The Member will also be aware that I recently advised the House that I opened the first of
three seniors complexes constructed by the Ministry of Housing to commemorate the Year of the Older Person. 
The units were specifically designed to meet the needs of seniors and a number of design features have been
incorporated in the Ministry’s standard design guidelines for future seniors construction.

(5)-(7) I have discussed this matter with the Ministry of Housing and while the street number of the complex is clearly
visible, I have requested the Ministry to investigate the available options to better clearly identify all units in
the complex, not just units 1-5.  This work will then be undertaken as soon as possible.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST, MR HORST PATZE

1300. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Why didn’t the Freedom of Information Commissioner give Mr Horst Patze notice of a Freedom of Information
request to which he was a third party?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Mr Patze was denied his 30 day appeal right because the Freedom of Information
Commissioner failed to advise him of the freedom of information request?

(3) What action does the Minister intend to take as the responsible Minister to address this situation?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(3) The responsibility for notifying any third parties that an application for external review has been lodged with
the Information Commissioner lies with the respondent agency.  Further, under the provisions of Freedom of
Information Act 1992 it is the Information Commissioner who determines the procedures by which an external
review of a particular complaint is to be conducted.  Under the Freedom of Information Act 1992, the
Information Commissioner is an independent statutory officer who is directly accountable to Parliament for the
performance of her functions.  It is therefore not appropriate that I comment upon a matter that was before the
Information Commissioner for her determination.  In this instance, the Information Commissioner determined
the matter by formal written decision, with detailed reasons.  The Information Commissioner’s decision on the
matter is publicly available.  Should any Member require an explanation on procedural issues which come
within the Commissioner’s jurisdiction he or she should approach the Information Commissioner direct.

HOSPITALS, WAITING LISTS

1302. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the 3,270 patients who as at 7 August 1998 were waiting for elective surgery and ask -
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(a) how many had surgery in a public hospital;
(b) how many were removed from the waiting list;
(c) what were the reasons for their removal; and
(d) how many had their surgery undertaken in the private sector?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) 1701 patients had surgery in a public hospital;

(b) 1569 were removed from the waiting list;

(c) 5 patients were un-contactable;
680 surgery already undertaken;
614 surgery no longer required;
27 medically unfit;
183 other;
60 deceased;

(d) It is not known how many of the 680 people who already had their surgery, had it done in a private hospital.

JOONDALUP DEVELOPMENT AND HEALTH SERVICES AGREEMENT, VARIATION

1303. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the answer to question on notice No. 636 and ask -

(a) would the Minister explain what was the variation to the Joondalup Development and Health Services
Agreement to reflect changes to the risk profile; and

(b) what was the reason for the $90 million bond refinancing of the Joondalup Project debt?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) The Joondalup Development and Health Services Agreement (DHSA) between the State and Mayne Nickless
Ltd and associated documentation was amended in May 1999 so as to -

(i) reflect changes to Rental Stream arrangements (under the original documents the State was liable to
pay Mayne Nickless an Availability Charge in connection with the “public portion” of the Joondalup
Facility and Mayne Nickless was liable to pay Mayne Finance Rental in connection with this portion
of the Facility.  At the direction of Mayne Nickless, the State paid the Availability Charge direct to
Mayne Finance, in satisfaction of the Rental owed by Mayne Nickless – to Mayne Finance.  Under
the amended arrangements, Mayne Nickless is obliged to pay Mayne Finance Rental for the whole of
the Joondalup Facility, not just the “public portion”.  At the direction of Mayne Nickless the State now
pays the Availability Charge to Mayne Finance in extinguishment of part of the Rental Stream owed
to Mayne Finance by Mayne Nickless.  The change to the Rental Stream arrangements was
necessitated by the re-finance referred to in Question (b));

(ii) reflect the fixing of the interest rate relevant to the Availability Charge for the last 10 years of the
Term of the DHSA (Under the original documents the interest rate was fixed for the first 10 years
only.  A decision was made, supported by Treasury, to take advantage of lower interest rates prevailing
earlier this year to fix the rate for the full 20 year Term of the DHSA);

(iii) reflect the introduction of the Land Administration Act (LAA) and the need to register leases and
subleases of Crown land (when the DHSA and associated documents were first signed the LAA was
not operative).

(b) The decision to re-finance the Joondalup Health Campus debt (by bond issue) was a decision of Mayne Nickless
Ltd and Mayne Finance Ltd, not a decision by the State.

The debt was incurred by the Mayne Nickless group of companies in constructing the Joondalup Health Campus
facilities.

MEN'S MEETING PLACE, FUNDING

1304. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the self help group, “Men’s Meeting Place” and ask -

(a) does the Health Department of Western Australia fund the Men’s Meeting Place
(b) if so, by how much and on what basis; and
(c) was the Men’s Meeting Place ever offered funding for a two year period?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) Yes, The Mental Health Division of the Health Department of Western Australia does fund the Men's Meeting
Place.

(b) By Annual Grant paid on a 6 monthly basis ($ 47,800 p.a.)
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(c) Like all Health Department of Western Australia, Non-Government Organisation's, Men's Meeting Place is
funded through an annual contract. However, the Health Department of Western Australia is committed through
the Minister for Health to provide this funding for an initial 2 year period only after which the Centre for Mental
Health Services Research will conduct a review of the services offered prior to any ongoing funding
commitment.

SEXUAL ASSAULT REFERRAL CENTRE, FUNDING

1305. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC) received funding for men’s sexual assault/abuse in the last five
years?

(2) If so, how much and on what basis?

(3) Does SARC  receive funding for men’s sexual abuse currently?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Funding directed to the five Western Australian Sexual Assault Referral Centres (SARC) over the past five
years is inclusive of services for men’s sexual assault/abuse.

(2) Total funding to the SARCs in 1999/00 is $752,770. This is on the basis of annual recurrent service agreements
funded by the State with support from Commonwealth funding via the Public Health Outcome Funding
Agreement.

(3) The SARCs are funded to provide service to all people who are victims of sexual abuse or assault, regardless
of gender.

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1309. Mr RIPPER to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Commerce and Trade; Regional Development; Small Business:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Deputy
Premier’s portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr COWAN replied:

Department of Commerce and Trade
(1) 1996-97 $25 116.83

1997-98 $31 915.92
1998-99 $59 309.19

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $100 530

Small Business Development Corporation
(1) 1996-97 $6 891.67

1997-98 $8 772.52
1998-99 $12 311.23

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $18 000

International Centre for Application of Solar Energy (CASE)
(1)-(2) Not applicable.

Technology Industry Advisory Council (TIAC)
(1)-(2) Not applicable.

Gascoyne Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $9 707.13

1997-98 $10 778.09
1998-99 $15 001.57

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $17 000

Goldfields-Esperance Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $  9 754.64

1997-98 $  8 847.04
1998-99 $12 376.61

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $12 000

Great Southern Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $  5 680

1997-98 $  5 180
1998-99 $14 370

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $16 000

Kimberley Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $12 867
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1997-98 $12 133
1998-99 $17 535

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $25 000

Mid West Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $  9 022.47

1997-98 $14 091.69
1998-99 $16 986.78

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $20 072.14

Peel Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $  4 373.01

1997-98 $  5 229.56
1998-99 $10 014.10

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $14 000

Pilbara Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $  1 690.53

1997-98 $17 050.71
1998-99 $17 605.92

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $22 000

South West Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $14 703

1997-98 $11 277
1998-99 $17 821

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $31 848

Wheatbelt Development Commission
(1) 1996-97 $10 160

1997-98 $12 698
1998-99 $19 685

(2) Estimated total expenditure for 1999-2000 $30 000

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1310. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Attorney
General's portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) Vehicle lease expense

1996/1997 $930,692
1997/1998 $1,194,970
1998/1999 $1,495,266

(2) Estimated vehicle lease expense 

1999/2000 $2,155,000

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1311. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Resources Development; Energy; Education:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr BARNETT replied:

Department of Resources Development
(1) 1996-1997: $26 373.33

1997-1998: $27 136.35
1998-1999: $38 506.49

(2) 1999-2000:  Estimated at $48 000.

Office of Energy
(1) 1996-1997: $41 367

1997-1998: $64 172
1998-1999: $83 811
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(2) 1999-2000:  To date $43 457

Note that the above figures include only the amounts paid to Matrix for the lease of vehicles, not the operating
costs of the vehicles.

Western Power

(1) 1997-1998 $673 646
1998-1999 $813 000

(2) The equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000 are:
Year to date $233 908
Projected $935 636

AlintaGas

(1) 1997-1998 $268 725.76
1998-1999 $116 767.40

(2) The equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000 are:
Year to date $35 235.63

Education Department of Western Australia

(1) The Education Department has expended the following on motor vehicle leasing since the 1995/96 financial
year:

1995/96 $1 115 455

1996/97 $743 217

1997/98 $734 556

1998/99 $1 165 149

(2) Expenditure to 15 November 1999 is $549 462.  The full year is estimated at
$1 500 000.

Department of Education Services

(1) The Department of Education Services has expended the following on motor vehicle leasing since the 1995/96
financial year:

1995/96 $6 079

1996/97 $5 239

1997/98 $18 101

1998/99 $19 286

The difference in the level of expenditure from 1996/97 to 1997/98 is partly explained by the phasing in of
leasing arrangements during that period.

(2) $19 000 for 1999-2000.

Curriculum Council

(1) The Secondary Education Authority has expended the following on motor vehicle leasing since the 1995/96
financial year (abolished 31 July 1997):

1995/96 $32 000

1996/97 $43 000

Note: 1997/98 (one month of operation) – cost included in the Curriculum Council figures.

The Department of Curriculum Council has expended the following on motor vehicle leasing since the 1996/97
financial year (abolished 31 July 1997):

1996/97 $8 000

Note: 1997/98 (one month of operation) – cost included in the Curriculum Council figures.

The Curriculum Council has expended the following on motor vehicle leasing since the 1997/98 financial year:

1997/98 $62 000

1998/99 $57 000

(2) $57 000 for 1999/2000.
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GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1312. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr HOUSE replied:

Agriculture Western Australia
With respect to the leasing of the light vehicle fleet, the number of vehicles leased has increased progressively over the
years as owned vehicles have been sold and replaced by vehicles under the leasing arrangement.

(1) 1996/97 $740,710
1997/98 $1,327,854
1998/99 $1,895,239

(2) 1999/00 $884,170 (to 30 October 1999)

Fisheries Western Australia
(1) 1996/97 $410,000 

1997/98 $244,000 
1998/ 99 $409,000 

(2) 1999/ 00 $460,000 (estimate)

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1314. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Planning; Employment and Training; Heritage:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr KIERATH replied:

PLANNING:

Ministry for Planning
(1) 1996/1997 $47 607

1997/1998 $49 617
1998/1999 $58 141

(2) 1999/2000 $33 743 (to date actual)
$83 290 (estimate)

Western Australian Planning Commission
(1) 1996/1997 $28 795

1997/1998 $34 177
1998/1999 $45 778

(2) 1999/2000 $27 026 (to date actual)
$66 710 (estimate)

East Perth Redevelopment Authority
(1) 1996/1997 $3 001

1997/1998 $12 906
1998/1999 $17 315

(2) 1999/2000 $18 000

Subiaco Redevelopment Authority
(1) 1996/1997 $2 383

1997/1998 $3 713
1998/1999 $4 644

(2) 1999/2000 $5 000 (estimate)

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING

Western Australian Department of Training and Employment
(1) 1996/1997 $317 177

1997/1998 $288 738
1998/1999 $316 789

(2) The indicative budget for the Department of Training and Employment for the current financial year 1999/2000
is $295 000.

Central Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1) 1996/1997 Nil

1997/1998 $40 000
1998/1999 $48 000

(2) 1999/2000 $80,000 (This is an estimate as the College operates on calendar years, not financial years.)
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West Coast College of TAFE
(1) 1996/1997 $835

1997/1998 $16 791
1998/1999 $62 274

(2) 1999/2000 $94 314

South East Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1)-(2) Nil

South Metropolitan College of TAFE
(1)-(2) Nil

Midland College of TAFE
(1)-(2) Nil

South West Regional College of TAFE
(1)-(2) Nil

Great Southern Regional College of TAFE
(1)-(2) Nil

Central West Regional College of TAFE
(1) 1996/1997 $15 577

1997/1998 $36 331
1998/1999 $35 011

(2) 1999/2000 $16 356 (as at 15 November 1999)

Hedland College of TAFE
(1) 1997 $74 340

1998 $148 149
(2) 1999 $142 101 (projected)

Note: Figures are based on calendar year. Hedland College and Pundulmurra College amalgamated on 1 January 1998.

Karratha College of TAFE
(1) 1996 $35 725

1997 $35 531
1998 $30 382

(2) 1999 $32 932 (as at 15 November 1999)
Note: Figures are based on calendar year.

Kimberley College of TAFE
(1) 1996/1997 $41 997

1997/1998 $39 175
1998/1999 $65 729

(2) 1999/2000 $83,552 (estimated – included additional vehicles to enable the college to meet its delivery
commitments).

HERITAGE

Heritage Council of Western Australia
(1) 1996/1997 $2 574

1997/1998 $2 988
1998/1999 $2 739

(2) 1999/2000 $9 436

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1315. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1)-(2) Leasing of agencies’ fleet vehicles was phased in over two years commencing in 1996/97.  The first full year
costs were incurred during 1997/98.

  1996/97   1997/98   1998/99  1999/2000

Family and Children’s Services $ 490,156 $ 728,148 $ 944,653 $1,356,893
(includes Family and Children’s
Policy Office)

Office of Seniors Interests $     3,536 $   10,085 $   14,335 $     22,868

Women’s Policy Development 
Office $     5,678 $     6,613 $     6,940 $     11,122

WA Drug Abuse Strategy Office:         nil $     2,724 $     4,913 $       6,300



[Tuesday, 21 December 1999] 4369

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1316. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Lands; Fair Trading; Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr SHAVE replied:

Western Australian Electoral Commission
(1) 1996/1997 $4,370.

1997/1998 $5,369.
1998/1999 $8,000.

(2) 1999/2000 $20,000.

Ministry of Fair Trading
(1) 1996/1997 $124,129.85.

1997/1998 $168,889.25.
1998/1999 $132,088.72.

(2) 1999/2000 $210,000.00.

Department of Land Administration
(1) 1996/1997 $138,112.99.

1997/1998 $125,030.25.
1998/1999 $154,885.86.

(2) 1999/2000 $237,763.00 (Budgeted).

LandCorp
(1) 1997/1998 $12,910.

1998/1999 $44,286.

(2) 1999/2000 $84,600.

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1317. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Housing; Aboriginal Affairs; Water Resources:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Dr HAMES replied:

Aboriginal Affairs Department:
(1) 1995/1996 $278,349.00

1996/1997 $255,633.00
1997/1998 $271,290.00
1998/1999 $293,065.00

(2) 1999/2000 $340,000.00 

Ministry of Housing:
(1) 1994/1995 $563,656.87*

1995/1996 $423,247.23*
1996/1997 $318,092.67*
1997/1998 $226,367.00
1998/1999 $428,838.00

(2) 1999/2000 $499,500.00

*includes initial vehicle registration and sales tax payment.

Water and Rivers Commission and Office of Water Regulation:
(1) 1996/1997 $105,267.00

1997/1998 $408,464.00
1998/1999 $762,628.00

(2) 1999/2000 $808,554.00

Water Corporation:
(1)-(2) Commercial in confidence.

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1318. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Local Government; Disability Services:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?
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(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr OMODEI replied:

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(1) 1996/97 $10,408

1997/98 $12,911
1998/99 $13,184

(2) 1999/00 $4,593 (1 July-31 October)

DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION
(1) 1996/97 $583,215

1997/98 $498,724
1998/99 $931,637

(2) 1999/00 $1,000,000

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL COUNCIL
(1) None, KABC owns its fleet

(2) Not applicable.

METROPOLITAN CEMETERIES BOARD
(1)-(2) Nil

FREMANTLE CEMETERIES BOARD
(1)-(2) Nil

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1320. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance has provided the following response:

State Revenue Department
(1) 1995/96 $45,487

1996/97   $9,266
1997/98 $10,124
1998/99 $18,088

(2) 1999/2000   Estimate $33,225  

Valuer General’s Office
(1) 1996/97 $162,411

1997/98 $164,858
1998/99 $165,711

(2) 1999/2000 Estimate $180,000

Insurance Commission of W A
(1) Nil.
(2) Not applicable.

Government Employees Superannuation Board
(1) 1996/97   (part year)       $641.38 

1997/98    $5,816.38
1998/99    $9,870.24

(2) 1999/2000  Estimate   $20,998.17     

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1321. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Works; Services; Youth; Citizenship and Multicultural Interests:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr BOARD replied:

I am advised that:

Contract and Management Services (CAMS) and Western Australian Building Management Authority (WABMA):
(1) 1996/97 $191,931.27

1997/98 $198,078.85
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1998/99 $206,736.55

(2) 1999/00 $186,600.00

OFFICE OF YOUTH AFFAIRS
(1) 1996/97 $1,833.00

1997/98 $7,235.00
1998/99 $9,604.00

(2) 1999/00 $27,500.00 (estimate)

STATE SUPPLY COMMISSION
(1) 1996/97 $10,873.62

1997/98 $8,456.81
1998/99 $6,954.29
1999/00 (4 months) $4,734.20

(2) 1999/00 (full year) $14,202.60

OFFICE OF CITIZENSHIP AND MULTICULTURAL INTERESTS 
(1) 1996/97 $2,472.01

1997/98 $2,210.49
1998/99 $3,988.37

(2) 1999/00 $7,700.00

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1322. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr COWAN replied:

The Minister for Racing and Gaming has provided the following response:

Lotteries Commission
(1) 1996/97 $62,000

1997/98 $51,000
1998/99 $46,000

(2) 1999/2000 $80,000

Office of Racing, Gaming and Liquor and Gaming Commission of  W A
(1) 1995/96 $20,774

1996/97 $19,902
1997/98 $22,187
1998/99 $20,728

(2) 1999/2000 $29,268

W A  Greyhound Racing Authority
(1) Nil.

(2) Not applicable.

Burswood Park Board
(1) 1996/97 $1,800

1997/98 $5,437
1998/99 $9,432

(2) 1999/2000 $13,500

Totalisator Agency Board
(1) 1996/97 $73,854

1997/98 $45,876
1998/99 $64,142

(2) 1999/2000 $76,000

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1323. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) What has been the annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the
Minister's portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for the financial year 1999-2000?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) YEAR ENDED -
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30 June 1997 $148 768
30 June 1998 $320 936
30 June 1999 $459 050

(2) 1 July 1999 to 22 November 1999  $184 142

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1324. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mr PRINCE replied:

Police
(1) 1996/97 $3.238M

1997/98 $3.605M
1998/99 $4.895M

(2) 1990/00 $2.551M (as at 15 November 1999).

Emergency Services
Annual expenditure incurred by the Bush Fire Service, Fire & Rescue Service and WA State Emergency Service is now
incorporated within Fire & Emergency Services Authority as follows:

(1) 1996/97 $220,741 
1997/98 $579,914
1998/99 $728,183

(2) YTD $345,257

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1325. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

Department for the Arts
(1) 1996/97 11,175

1997/98 Not applicable.
1998/99 Not applicable.

(2) Est 1999/2000 Not applicable.

Ministry for Culture & the Arts (including ArtsWA)
(1) 1996/97 Not applicable.

1997/98 6,903
1998/99 14,114

(2) Est 1999/2000 19,000

Perth Theatre Trust
(1) 1996/97 7,650

1997/98 9,583
1998/99 8,812

(2) Est 1999/2000 9,672

ScreenWest
(1) 1996/97 3,322

1997/98 3,589
1998/99 3,047

(2) Est 1999/2000 6,482

WA Museum
(1) 1996/97 57,992

1997/98 76,423
1998/99 77,284

(2) Est 1999/2000 70,950

Library and Information Service of WA
(1) 1996/97 17,970

1997/98 16,332
1998/99 17,387

(2) Est 1999/2000 23,000

Art Gallery of Western Australia
(1) 1995/96 12,789
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1996/97   6,704
1997/98   7,886
1998/99 10,169

(2) Est 1999/2000 is 15,035

GOVERNMENT VEHICLES, EXPENDITURE ON VEHICLE LEASING

1328. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) What has been annual expenditure on vehicle leasing in each financial year for each agency under the Minister's
portfolio since the Government sold and leased back its light vehicle fleet?

(2) What are the equivalent figures for financial year 1999-2000?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

See answer to Question on Notice 1310.

DIPLOMA OF ENROLLED NURSING

1330. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) Will the Minister advise whether a curriculum (draft or final) has been designed to offer a Diploma of Enrolled
Nursing?

(2) If so, when was it designed?

(3) What is it to be used for?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(1) No curriculum has been designed to deliver a Diploma of Enrolled Nursing.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

WORKCOVER, RATES FOR PHYSIOTHERAPIST SERVICES

1331. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) What are the rates payable under WorkCover for physiotherapist services provided to injured workers in
Western Australia?

(2) What are the comparable rates paid for physiotherapist services to injured workers under the relevant Workers
Compensation systems in each of the other States.

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Currently, the regulated fee set for compensable physiotherapy services under section 176(1a) of the Workers’
Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 1981 is $33.75 for a standard consultation or $82.00 per hour.

(2) Current standard consultation rates for compensable physiotherapy services in interstate workers’ compensation
jurisdictions are:

Victoria - $28.40
South Australia - $31.20
Queensland - $36.00
New South Wales $37.00
Northern Territory - $37.50
Tasmania – regulated by market.

NURSES, CERTIFICATE LEVEL IV

1332. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the Minister instructed the Department of Training or Tertiary and Further Education (TAFE) to prepare
a curriculum for enrolled nurses qualifications at Certificate Level IV?

(2) If yes, on what basis has the Minister done so, given there has been no recommendation in any industry training
advisory plan nor from the Nurses Board to change the qualification from an Associate Diploma to a Certificate
Level IV?

(3) If not, will the Minister advise whether this instruction has been made by the Chief Executive Officer of the
Department of Training?

(4) If not, who has authorised the TAFE Handbook for the Year 2000 to be printed with an entry at page 219
advertising a Certificate IV in Health Science (Enrolled Nursing)?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) No.
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(2) Not applicable.

(3) No such instruction has been made by the Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Training and
Employment.  College and Industry representatives are working on a replacement for the existing Associate
Diploma.

(4) Consultation with Industry groups have determined the level of qualification.  A statement in the handbook
advised that other courses may be offered in place of those advertised.

NURSES, CERTIFICATE LEVEL IV

1333. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) Is the Minister aware that on 19 November 1998, the program manager for Health Services, the West Australian
School of Health and Community Services assured the Enrolled Nurses’ Association that there was “no
intention of altering the Associate Diploma to a Certificate IV”?

(2) Is the Minister also aware that the Association was offered a Diploma of Enrolled Nursing?

(3) Why has the Western Australian Department of Training reneged on these assurances by offering a Certificate
IV qualification?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(1)-(3) A range of options have been considered for replacement of the existing Associate Diploma.  No final position
has been reached.

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL, BONUSES TO MANAGERS

1334. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the Minister advise what “bonuses” or performance based payments have been paid to managers at Royal
Perth Hospital for bringing their Departmental financial out turns for 1998-99 under budget?

(2) If so, which managers and how much has been paid?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Nil.

(2) Not applicable.

NURSES, CERTIFICATE LEVEL IV

1335. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) Has the Minister instructed the Department of Training or Tertiary and Further Education (TAFE) to prepare
a curriculum for enrolled nurses' qualifications at Certificate Level IV?

(2) If yes, on what basis has the Minister done so, given there has been no recommendation in any industry training
advisory plan nor from the Nurses Board to change the qualification from an Associate Diploma to a Certificate
Level IV?

(3) If not, can the Minister advise whether this instruction has been made by the Chief Executive Officer of the
Department of Training?

(4) If not, who has authorised the TAFE Handbook for the Year 2000 to be printed with an entry at page 219
advertising a Certificate IV in Health Science (Enrolled Nursing)?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(1) No

(2) Not applicable

(3) No such instruction has been made by the Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Training and
Employment.  Department, college and industry representatives are working on a replacement for the existing
Associate Diploma.

(4) Consultations with industry groups have determined the level of the qualification. A statement in the Handbook
advises that other courses may be offered in place of those advertised.

TOURISM, PROMOTION CAMPAIGNS

1339. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Does the Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission provide support for advertising and/or
promotional campaigns designed to promote certain parts of the State during the tourist low season?
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(2) What campaigns/promotions of this nature were conducted in the 1998-1999 financial year?

(3) How much was allocated/used on each campaign?

(4) What was the purpose of each campaign?

(5) What areas of the State were targeted by each campaign?

(6) Over what months of the year did each campaign operate?

(7) Was the purpose of any campaign designed to increase tourist numbers over a certain period of the year?

(8) If so what period?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) Yes.

NATIONAL MARKETING

(2) Three campaigns were conducted during 1998/99 – 

(i) Winter Breaks (brochure, television campaign)
(ii) Kimberley Tropical Summer Campaign (coordinated by the Kimberley Tourism Association.  WATC

provided support in the form of a magazine advertisement.)
(iii) Exmouth/Onslow Recovery Campaign.  (Television documentary, television and radio campaign.)

(3) The following WATC funds were spent on the campaigns:

Full Cost WATC Cost Industry Cost
Winter Breaks $261,785       $0 $261,785

Kimberley Tropical $200,000 $7,465 $192,535 (cash
Summer Campaign (cash & kind) & kind)

Exmouth/Onslow $117,400 $17,400 (WATC) Nil 
Recovery Campaign $100,000 (Cyclone

Vance Trust Fund)

(4) Winter Breaks and the Kimberley Tropical Summery Campaign were created to increase visitation during
traditionally quiet periods.

The Exmouth/Onslow Recovery Campaign was developed to inform consumers that the towns had been rebuilt
following Cyclone Vance and were ‘open for business’.

(5) (i) Winter Breaks – Mid West, Heartlands, Perth, Peel, South West, Great Southern, Goldfields,
Esperance;

(ii) Kimberley Tropical Summer – Kimberley
(iii) Exmouth/Onslow Recovery - Gascoyne

(6) (i) Winter Breaks – May to September 99
(ii) Kimberley Tropical Summer – September 98 to February 99
(iii) Exmouth/Onslow Recovery – June/July 99

(7) Yes.

(8) (i) Winter Breaks – May to September 99
(ii) Kimberley Tropical Summer – October 98 to March 99
(iii) Exmouth/Onslow Recovery – July to September 99.

INTERNATIONAL MARKETING

(2) The WATC conducted a number of campaigns in the core markets of the United Kingdom, Singapore, Malaysia
and Japan during the 1998/99 financial year.  Of significance were the Winter Initiative campaigns in SE Asia,
which were specifically designed to generate tourism traffic during the traditional low season, and the UK
Brand campaign which ran in March 1999.  The Japan campaign (the first major consumer advertising initiative
by the WATC in Japan) was primarily focused on building brand awareness for the State.

(3) Total expenditure (inclusive of partner contributions) for each of the campaigns was as follows:

Full Cost WATC Cost Industry Cost
United Kingdom $1.338M $676,000 $662,000
Singapore $291,000 $170,000 $121,000
Malaysia $115,000 $60,000 $55,000
Japan $2.58m $405,000 $2.175m

(4) To continue to position Western Australia (Brand WA) as a desirable holiday destination amongst our primary
target markets and to build incremental visitor expenditure during the traditional low season.

(5) The UK Brand campaign utilised three television commercials featuring Elle Macpherson (Cable Beach,
Rottnest and Kalgoorlie).  The “deal” promoted Perth as the gateway to these regions.  Commercials in
Singapore focused on Perth, Pinnacles, Farm Stay and other attractions in and around Perth.  The Japan
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television campaign featured Monkey Mia, Shell Beach, Fremantle, Perth beaches, Pinnacles, Lancelin sand
dunes and Perth attractions.  A significant volume of WA tourism product also featured in each of the
campaign’s support collateral.

(6) UK Brand campaign - March 1999
Singapore Winter Initiatives - March to June 1999
Japan Kimiki Campaign - April to June 1999

(7) The campaigns were specifically designed to target low season traffic.

(8) Low season traffic between March and September, however, the campaign “product deals” enabled travel
beyond this period.

TOURISM, TRAVEL BAG

1340. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Has the company Travel Bag been involved as a partner in any overseas advertising/promotional campaigns
in the 1998-99 financial year?

(2) What campaigns was Travel Bag associated with?

(3) What is the nature of the involvement of Travel Bag?

(4) Were other companies of a like nature to Travel Bag involved in the same campaigns?

(5) If so, what companies were involved in those campaigns?

(6) Is or was there a contract/agreement/understanding between Travel Bag and the Western Australian Tourism
Commission regarding its involvement in those campaigns?

(7) If so, for what period of time was that contract/agreement or understanding for?

(8) How many separate contracts/agreements or understandings have been reached between Travel Bag and the
Western Australian Tourism Commission since 1 July 1997?

(9) What does each contract/agreement or understanding provide for?

(10) How many companies like Travel Bag does the Western Australian Tourism Commission normally involve in
each campaign?

(11) Of the campaigns run in the 1997-98 financial year and the 1998-99 financial year, what companies like Travel
Bag were involved in those campaigns?

(12) What was the nature of the involvement?

(13) What did each of those companies contribute to the campaign?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Travelbag participated in an Australian Tourist Commission (ATC) Singapore Airlines campaign, which
included Western Australia as the lead in package.

(3) Travelbag was one of four retail partners in this campaign. 

(4) Yes.

(5) Travelbag, Austravel, Destination Group and Golden Wings.

(6) Travelbag and the WATC were party to an agreement with the ATC in conjunction with other partners.

(7) The agreement was valid for the life of the campaign offer, January to March 1999.

(8) Two.  The above campaign and the 1997 WATC UK Brand campaign.

(9) The agreements set out parameters for the campaign concept (message), target audience, response and booking
targets, campaign performance measurement and payment conditions.

(10) The WATC negotiates with a number of wholesalers, retailers and airlines in the developmental stages of
campaign planning.  Dependent upon the outcomes of these negotiations and the preparedness of the parties
to contribute to the media campaign costs, and the suitability of the product, the WATC, in conjunction with
other partners (such as the ATC) determines which wholesaler should participate.   For UK campaigns, a single
partner is preferred. However in Asia multiple partners (Consortia) are common.

(11) There were a multitude of partners during these two financial years including but not limited to the following
organisations:

- Bridge the World, UK
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- Austravel, UK
- Golden Holidays, Malaysia
- Chan Bros, Singapore
- Ken Air, Singapore
- CTC Holidays, Singapore
- Reliance Travel, Malaysia
- Sferas Travel, Malaysia
- CTC Holidays, Singapore
- Dynasty Travel, Singapore
- Scenic Travel, Singapore
- Sime Travel, Singapore

In many instances, the WATC Asian campaign initiatives were supported by “consortia” of local wholesalers
and retailers, which included many of the companies listed above. The airlines such as Qantas / British Airways,
Britannia, Singapore Airlines and Malaysia Airlines, as well as the Australian Tourist Commission also played
a significant role during these campaigns. 

(12) Each partner provided a financial contribution in support of the WATC media campaigns.  The level of this
funding varied from campaign to campaign.  In addition to the financial support the tour wholesalers & retail
partners provided the packaged product for tactical component of the campaign as well as the sales outlets to
manage consumer responses.  The airlines generally provided a price led airfare for the promotion.

(13) Contributions for major initiatives included the following:

- UK Brand Campaign September 1997 - Travelbag - £100,000
- Indonesia Brand Campaign 1997– Qantas Holidays $51,000
- Malaysia Brand Campaign 1997 Malaysia Airlines and Golden Holidays - $230,000
- Singapore Brand Campaign 1997 – Qantas/British Airways and Qantas Holidays - $113,000 cash and

$50,000 in kind support
- UK Brand Campaign March 1998 - Austravel,– £50,000
- Singapore CNY Campaign 1998; 

- Ken Air - $5000
- Qantas Holidays - $5000
- Chan Bros - $5000
- SA(UIC) Tours - $5000

- Malaysia Brand Campaign 1998 – Reliance/Sferas $15,000
- Malaysia Winter Initiatives 1999 - Reliance Travel - $35,000
- UK Brand Campaign 1999 - Bridge the World – £65,000
- Singapore Winter Campaign 1999 – 

- Singapore Airlines - $81,000
- Chan Bros - $1,000
- CTC Holidays - $1,000
- Diners World Travel - $1,000
- Dynasty Travel - $1,000
- Gasi Holidays - $1,000
- Ken Air Tours - $1,000
- New Shan Travel - $1,000
- Jetabout Holidays - $1,000
- Scenic Travel- $1,000
- Sime Travel - $1,000
- SA (UIC) Tours - $1,000
- Tradewinds - $1,000

TOURISM, SIGNAGE

1341. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Is the Government/Minister aware of the importance of good signage to the Tourism industry?

(2) Is the Government/Minister aware of the inadequacy of the signage at present?

(3) If so, what steps does the Government intend to take to improve signage?

(4) Is the Minister aware of restrictions placed on signage by -

(a) Main Roads; and
(b) Local Government authorities?

(5) What steps does the Government intend to take to meet the concerns of -

(a) Main Roads; and
(b) Local Government authorities,

whilst meeting the needs of the Tourism industry

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) to (5) See answer to Question on Notice 939.
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RURAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT UNIT

1342. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the Minister advise whether the Rural Health Department Unit is still located in Geraldton?

(2) What were the functions of the Unit?

(3) If the Unit has closed, when did it close?

(4) Why did it close?

(5) If closed, what has happened to the functions that were undertaken by the Unit?

(6) Who is undertaking these functions?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) The Rural Health Development Unit has been re-named as the Rural Service Development Program.  It is still
located in Geraldton and is managed by the General Manager of Geraldton Health Service by way of a service
agreement between the Health Department of Western Australia (HDWA) and the Geraldton Health Service
Board.

(2) Prior to the changes, the functions of the Rural Health Development Unit were to assist health services with the
development and implementation of new service policies.  Examples of these are the Multipurpose Service
program, the Rural Obstetric Services Policy, the new scheme for placement of Oversees Trained Doctors in
rural areas of unmet need; various medical, nursing and allied health workforce attraction and retention
initiatives and the development of national rural health initiatives in conjunction with other States and
Territories and the Commonwealth.

(3) The Unit has not closed.  It has had a name change.  It has been relocated to the Geraldton Health Service site
so it can operate under the management of the General Manager.  It retains all of the functions outlined above
with the exception of rural nursing and allied health attraction and retention initiatives which have been
integrated with the programs operating in the department.

(4) Not applicable.

(5) Some of the functions undertaken by the Unit over the past three years were additional to those outlined above. 
These are the core business of the department and have been re-integrated back into these programs.  Examples
are contract management of the Royal Flying Doctors Service contract.  This is now the responsibility of the
department’s Contract Management Branch.  Another example is rural workforce education and training
strategies. The new Combined Universities Centre for Rural Health is located in Geraldton and is progressively
taking on responsibility for formalising new education and training programs for the rural workforce.  As a
specialised Centre now exists, it is no longer necessary for the Rural Health Unit to direct education and training
programs.

(6) Apart from the above, the HDWA is responsible for rural health policy and is setting up a much stronger focus
on this function.  A strengthened rural health policy function is being established as part of the department’s
internal structure. This function is responsible to the Executive General Manager for Health System
Performance and this officer is also responsible to chair the well established Rural Health Policy Reference
Group and the new internal Rural Health Coordinating Committee.  The latter is responsible to ensure all groups
working in the department on rural health matters meet to share information and develop well coordinated
responses to rural health policy and business needs.  Representatives of health services, boards and stakeholder
organisations participate in these two committees.

PYRTON SITE, SECURITY COSTS

1343. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Disability Services:

(1) What is the total monthly cost for 24 hour security for the Pyrton site since the residents were moved out?

(2) What is the total cost for 24 hour security for the Pyrton site since the residents were moved out?

(3) Has there been ongoing maintenance for the Pyrton site currently owned by the Disability Services
Commission?

(4) If so, how much has it cost?

(5) What is the total monthly maintenance expenditure for the Pyrton site since the residents were moved out?

(6) What is the total maintenance expenditure for the Pyrton site since the residents were moved out?

(7) Who has paid for security and maintenance for the Pyrton site since the residents were moved out?

(8) If the maintenance and/or security has been commissioned by the Ministry of Justice, how can the Minister



[Tuesday, 21 December 1999] 4379

justify this waste of taxpayers money while the site is under contest and there has not been any planning
approval for the Ministry of Justice’s proposals and the Disability Services Commission are still the “owners”?

Mr OMODEI replied:

(1) $14,760 per month.

(2) $96,948.

(3) Yes.

(4) $14,000.

(5) $2,000 per month.

(6) $14,000.

(7) Ministry of Justice and the Disability Services Commission.

(8) Security patrols are required to prevent vandalism of a public asset.

ROCKINGHAM-KWINANA DISTRICT HOSPITAL

1344. Mr McGOWAN to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the Rockingham Kwinana District Hospital and ask -

(a) will the hospital accept dead bodies from ambulance officers;

(b) if not, why not;

(c) what procedures are in place for the receipt of dead bodies by the hospital;

(d) what procedures are in place for the transportation of any dead bodies if the hospital will not accept them; and

(e) what procedure is in place for the provision of an ambulance to cover the Rockingham area whilst ambulances
are delivering dead bodies in Perth?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) Rockingham/Kwinana District Hospital, like other metropolitan non-teaching hospitals, does not accept
deceased persons from outside the hospital;

(b) Rockingham/Kwinana District Hospital does not have dedicated mortuary staff. The mortuary is serviced by
ward staff when a hospital patient dies.  Coronial and non-coronial cases are transferred to the State Mortuary
direct from the community;

(c) Not applicable.
(d) The St John Ambulance Service provides this service; and
(e) The St John Ambulance Service provides ambulance cover.

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS LEGISLATION

1346. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the Minister advise when the findings of the Health Professionals Legislation will be -

(a) finalised; and
(b) released?

(2) Is the Minister currently reviewing the Dental Prosthetists Act 1985?

(3) If so, when will the review be finalised?

(4) Is there any intention to allow dental prosthetists to undertake partial dental construction and repair direct to
the public?

(5) Which States license dental prosthetists to construct and fit partial dentures?

(6) On what statistical and scientific basis is the restriction on dental prosthetists on supplying partial dentures
justified?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) (a)-(b) It is not apparent whether the question is directed at the legislation review of health practitioner
legislation or the National Competition Policy review.  Both reviews are being carried out
simultaneously.  The Health Department is conducting both reviews.   I anticipate the reviews will be
finalised in the next few months.

(2) Yes.

(3) See (1).
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(4) The review is considering this issue.

(5) Legislation in the Australian Capital Territory, New South Wales, Queensland, Tasmania and Victoria provides
that dental prosthetists may construct and fit partial dentures.  Legislation in South Australia only allows dental
prosthetists to construct and fit full dentures.  

(6) The Dental Prosthetists Act 1985 prohibits dental prosthetists from fitting and constructing partial dentures
because of a view at the time that dental prosthetists were not adequately trained to construct and fit partial
dentures.  This issue is being considered in the current review processes.

REGIONAL ENTERPRISE FUNDING SCHEME

1348. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Small Business:

Will the Minister advise as to why there was no allocation under the Regional Enterprise Funding Scheme in 1998-99
and 1999-2000?

Mr COWAN replied:

The allocation of $2.29m to the Regional Enterprise Funding Scheme in the four year period to 1997-98 was sufficient
to meet demand for that year and ensuing years.   A consequence, the allocation in 1997-98 was applied as follows:

An additional $10,000 core funding to each of the thirty-six Business Enterprise Centre.
$250 000 to the Regional Enterprise Start Up Program (Smart Start).

The allocation in 1999-2000 was applied to the continuation of the same programs together with a contribution
to the establishment of a new BEC at Jerramungup.

JARRAH ROYALTIES

1349. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) What is the current royalty for first and second grade jarrah sawlogs from -

(a) the Swan forest region;
(b) the Central forest region; and
(c) the Southern forest region?

(2) Why are first and second grade sawlogs from the Swan and Central forest region lower than those from the
Southern forest region?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) (a) $33.17 per tonne gross; jarrah first grade sawlog, 
$27.44 per tonne base; jarrah first grade sawlog.
$24.67 per tonne gross; jarrah second grade sawlog, 
$18.94 per tonne base; jarrah second grade sawlog.

(b) $33.17 per tonne gross; jarrah first grade sawlog, 
$27.44 per tonne base; jarrah first grade sawlog.
$24.67 per tonne gross; jarrah second grade sawlog, 
$18.94 per tonne base; jarrah second grade sawlog.

(c) $34.96 per tonne gross; jarrah first grade sawlog, 
$27.44 per tonne base; jarrah first grade sawlog.
$26.46 per tonne gross; jarrah second grade sawlog, 
$18.94 per tonne base; jarrah second grade sawlog.

(2) The roading charge, which is a component of gross royalty, is higher in the Southern forest region than for Swan
region and Central forest region. Base royalty is the same for all forest regions.

AVON RIVER MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY, MEMBERSHIP

1350. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Have the positions of Chairperson (1) and community members (5) for the Avon River Management Authority
been filled?

(2) If yes, will the Minister state -

(a) the names of the successful applicants;
(b) the relevant criteria of each new member and Chairperson;
(c) the remuneration of members and Chairperson; and
(d) the appointment dates of each appointee?

(3) If these positions have not been filled, will the Minister state -

(a) when the positions will be filled; and
(b) why they have not yet been filled?

(4) Have the positions of Chairperson (1) and community members (3) for the Wilson Inlet Management Authority
been filled?
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(5) If yes, will the Minister state -

(a) the names of the successful applicants;
(b) the relevant criteria of each new member and Chairperson;

(c) the remuneration of members and Chairperson; and
(d) the appointment dates of each appointee?

(6) If these positions have not been filled, will the Minister state -

(a) when the positions will be filled; and
(b) why they have not yet been filled?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Mr Doug Morgan Chairman
Mr Alan Cole Deputy Chairman
Mrs Jan Goodacre Member
Mrs Janette Huston Member
Mr Albertus Lubout Member

(b) Understanding of natural resource management issues and social/environmental interactions,
particularly as they relate to waterways management and protection.
Experience in working with community groups.
Demonstrated ability to represent broad community interest.
Local waterways management issues.
Resident in catchment.

(c) Chairperson $10,000.00 per annum and Members $276.00 for a full day meeting.

(d) Appointments are for a term ending 30 June 2002.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Yes.

(5) (a) Mrs Jean Webb Chairperson
Mrs Janet Nekel Deputy Chairperson
Mr Basil Schur Member
Mr Sam Warne Member
Mr Owen McIntosh Member
Mr Bob Gretton Member
Mrs Diane Evers Member

(b) Understanding of natural resource management issues and social/environmental interactions,
particularly as they relate to waterways management protection.
Links to community groups, particularly in relation to natural  resource management or protection
Demonstrated ability to represent broad community interest
Local waterways management issues.
Resident in the catchment.

(c) Chairperson $10,000.00 per annum and Members $276.00 for a full day meeting.

(d) Appointments are for a term ending June 2002 except Mr Gretton whose term expires on 30 June
2001.

(6) Not applicable

HEPATITIS C

1352. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

(1) With reference to question on notice 844 of 1999, will the Minister explain how the wide range of estimates
(12,500 to 22,188) of people with Hepatitis C in Western Australia is accounted for?

(2) If 7,949 reported cases represents 66% of all confirmed of Hepatitis C in Western Australia how can the
Minister justify an estimated range to 22,188 which would put the proportions of notified cases at only 36%?

(3) Is the Minister aware that other States have made provisions for reporting of Hepatitis C from pathology
laboratories?

(4) Does this put Western Australia behind those States in terms of proportions reported?

(5) Is the Minister prepared to acknowledge the urgent need to pass the drafted infectious disease legislation in the
current sitting?

(6) If not why not?

(7) How much is spent from the Health Budget on community education encouraging Hepatitis C sufferers to report
their illness.
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Mr DAY replied: 

(1) Direct estimates of the prevalence of hepatitis C virus infection in the Western Australian population are
extremely difficult to calculate, because no population-based screening has been undertaken, either in WA or
in other Australian states. Because a high proportion of people infected with hepatitis C are either asymptomatic
or have very non-specific symptoms, the only way to determine a reliable prevalence estimate would be to
perform blood tests for hepatitis C in a survey of a large random sample of the population.  Given ethical and
logistic considerations such a survey has not been undertaken.  Therefore, the estimates given in response to
Question On Notice 844 of 1999 were based on extrapolations to the Western Australian population from
estimates derived for Australia as a whole, which were published by the Hepatitis C Virus Projections Working
Group of the Australian National Council on AIDS and Related Diseases, in August 1998. The Working Group
derived its estimates from the limited Australian prevalence data which are available only for specific sub-
populations (from antenatal screening of young urban women, and metropolitan blood donor screening) which
are by no means representative of the wider population. Calculations also included assumptions related to the
male to female ratio of cases, relative proportion of urban versus rural residents in the population, and likely
prevalence differences between States. Hence the wide range of the estimates, with the number most likely to
be in the range of 16,400 to 18,800 Western Australians living with hepatitis C. However, because of the many
assumptions involved in deriving the estimates, a wider range is possible, with lower and upper limits of 12,500
to 22,188 persons. It should be recognised that the chance that the real number of cases would be close to either
of these outer limits is statistically very low.

(2) It is recognised that a large number of persons infected with hepatitis C virus remain undiagnosed, but may have
been infected for many years. Hence, the difference between the number of cases notified to the Health
Department and the estimates of the total number of infected cases, reflects not only the sub-group of cases
diagnosed but not notified, but also the sub-group within the “prevalent pool” who remain undiagnosed. HDWA
estimates that around 66% of diagnosed cases of hepatitis C are notified by medical practitioners. This estimate
was derived from an audit in which notifications of hepatitis C by doctors were matched to laboratory records
of diagnosed positive cases over a defined period. Assuming the estimate of a 66% notification rate for
diagnosed cases is correct, extrapolation from the previously stated figure for cumulative notifications of 7,949
would suggest that around 12,000 cases (7,949 divided by 0.66) have been diagnosed in WA.  

Therefore, based on the estimates of the total number of infected cases calculated for Question On Notice 844
of 1999, the size of the prevalent pool of infected persons yet to be diagnosed could vary from 500 to 10,000
persons, with a more likely range of around 4,000 to 7,000 persons. (These latter estimates reflect the difference
between 12,000 and the estimates of total persons infected, which were given in Question on Notice 844, and
reiterated in the answer to Question 1, above). 

(3) Yes.

(4) The Health Act (1911) requires “attending medical practitioners” to notify gazetted infectious diseases to the
HDWA. Currently, Western Australia is the only State not to have mandatory notification of infectious diseases
by laboratories that identify infectious agents in samples from patients, in addition to notification by doctors.
This means there is great reliance on medical practitioners in WA to ensure timeliness and accuracy of
notifiable disease data. Unfortunately, audits suggest that notification rates by doctors for the majority of
notifiable diseases range between 50 to 80% of actual cases, despite efforts to remind doctors of the importance
of notification. This under-reporting has implications for effective surveillance and control of notifiable
diseases.

(5) The need to up-grade and modernise the infectious disease provisions of the Health Act (1911) is
acknowledged. It is intended to introduce legislation to amend this as soon as possible.

(6) Not applicable.

(7) People with hepatitis C are not required to report their illness. Attending Medical Practitioners are required to
notify cases of diagnosed hepatitis C to the Health Department under the terms of the Health Act (1911), but
there is an expectation that doctors would discuss this obligation with their patients.

SALINITY, ENGINEERING SOLUTION

1353. Mr PENDAL to the Deputy Premier 

I refer to the document Salinity Crisis Needs bold Action - A Creative engineering Solution published by Agri-Tech soil
conservation and ask -

(a) have the contents of this report been assessed by the Government;

(b) if so, by whom and with what outcome;

(c) will the Deputy Premier table the assessment;

(d) will the Deputy Premier state why the Government continues to oppose an engineering solution such as drainage
and pumping in the fight against salinity; 
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(e) does the Deputy Premier acknowledge that tree planting alone will not solve the problem and that more creative
solutions are needed;

(f) have the views of Dr Sergio Guidici, an authority on hydro-electric power generation been assessed in relation
to the Agri-Tech solution and if so, with what results; 

(g) will the Deputy Premier release any Western Australian Government assessment of, or response to, Dr Giudici's
views;

(h) will the Deputy Premier say if, and with what result, the Government - consistent with its policy commitment
of January 1993 - ever listed the issue of salinity for discussion at the Premiers' Conference;

(i) if no action has been taken in this regard, why; and

(j) will the Deputy Premier state specifically what the Government has done to provide funds and resources -
consistent with its policy commitment of January 1993 - in the proposed “ . . . historical “Save the Blackwood
River Program” to tackle the salinity levels that had at that stage increased three-fold in 50 years in that
waterway?

Mr COWAN replied:

(a)-(b) No.  A preliminary assessment has been made by a retired engineer working closely with the Water and Rivers
Commission on drainage issues.  The assessment is recognised as a reasonable preliminary assessment by the
Water and Rivers Commission.

(c) No.

(d) The Government does not oppose engineering solutions.  They are best applied in combination with a range
of other complementary management actions according to site requirements.  The management of saline water
discharges accompanying pumping or drainage is one important concern over engineering solutions.

(e) Tree planting alone will only solve salinity problems if a high precentage of the catchment is established to
trees.  Creative solutions through integrating higher water-using agricultural systems with revegetation,
engineering options and productive use of saline land are encouraged at all levels.

(f) No.  Total project viability is dependent on the cost of the capital works for water transport.  Potential water
transport costs are very high for this proposal.

(g) Not applicable.

(h) The issue of Federal funding for salinity was raised with the Prime Minister.

(i) Not applicable.

(j) The State Government has committed $5.4m for strategic planning, technical, administrative and financial
support to the Blackwood Catchment over the period 1995 to 2001.  Additional funds have been committed to
support a major drainage project in the upper Blackwood beginning in 1999.

HOSPITALS, CONSULTANTS

1359. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Health:

(1) How many consultants to the administration of Osborne Park Hospital were engaged between 1 July 1998 and
31 December 1998?

(2) Who were these consultants?

Mr DAY replied:

FOR THE NORTH METROPOLITAN HEALTH SERVICE
(Comprising of Osborne Park Hospital)

(1) 2 

(2) Franther Consulting Service 
Granston Consulting Group

HYPER SALINE GROUNDWATER, EASTERN GOLDFIELDS

1364. Ms ANWYL to the Premier:

(1) What studies have been undertaken to assess the life of hyper saline groundwater in the eastern goldfields, and
will the minister provide these to me?

(2) Has the department made an assessment in the life of hyper saline groundwater in the eastern goldfields?

(3) What discussions have been held with the mining industry peak bodies about this issue?
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(4) Has the minister received any representations from mining industry peak bodies or individual mining companies
about a prospect of shortage of hyper saline water in the eastern goldfields?

(5) How will the rights in the Water and Irrigation Amendment Bill 1999, if passed, impact on the rights of mining
tenement owners to access groundwater?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) The Water and Rivers Commission has released  the results of two relevant studies this year.  As part of the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Waterlink Study, an assessment of hypersaline water use in the Kalgoorlie-Norseman region
was completed.  A report on the groundwater resources of the Northern Goldfields was released in October
1999.  [See papers Nos 609 and 610)].

(2) Yes.

(3) Mining industry peak bodies were involved in the initial development of the Goldfields Groundwater Area
Allocation Plan.  This plan is currently under review and peak bodies will be consulted over any proposed
changes.

(4) No.

(5) It is expected that the Bill, if passed will have no negative impact on the rights on mining tenement owners to
access groundwater.   In fact the proposed reforms will increase the flexibility of licence holders, including
industry.  They will have the option of entering the trading market to buy, sell or lease water entitlement.

WARBURTON COMMUNITY

1365. Ms ANWYL to the Minister minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Will the Attorney General travel to the Warburton Community to discuss the impact of the sentencing laws on
the remote central desert communities?

(2) What efforts have been made to analyse the impacts of the amendments to the sentencing laws on these
communities?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) The Attorney General has regularly had such discussions with the Warburton Community at Warburton and in
Perth and is planning a further visit to the Warburton Community shortly.

(2) The Sentencing Act 1995 is scheduled to be reviewed during the first half of 2000.

APPRENTICES, GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES

1373. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Employment and Training:

(1) As at 30 June 1999, how many apprentices were in training in Government departments and agencies?

(2) Will the Minister table a list of all Government agencies and departments?

(3) Will the Minister provide similar details with respect to apprentices in government agencies as at 30 June 1993?

Mr KIERATH replied:

(1) 68 

(2) Board of Management of Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Royal Perth Hospital
Busselton District Hospital
Department of Conservation and Land Management
East Pilbara Health Service
Geraldton Port Authority
Northam Regional Hospital
Perth Dental Hospital Board
Water Corporation
Western Australian Fire Brigades Board
Western Australian Mint
Western Power Corporation
Wyndham District Hospital
Wyndham Health Service

(3) 862

Armadale Kelmscott Memorial Hospital
Board of Management of the Albany Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Bentley Hospital
Board of Management of the Bunbury Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Busselton District Hospital
Board of Management of the Carnarvon Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Derby Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Esperance District Hospital
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Board of Management of the Fremantle Hospital
Board of Management of the Geraldton Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Graylands Hospital
Board of Management of the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Katanning District Hospital
Board of Management of the King Edward Memorial Hospital
Board of Management of the Mount Henry Hospital
Board of Management of the Murray District Hospital
Board of Management of the Narrogin Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Northam Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Osborne Park Hospital
Board of Management of the Port Hedland Regional Hospital
Board of Management of the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children
Board of Management of the Rockingham-Kwinana District Hospital
Board of Management of the Royal Perth Hospital
Board of Management of the Sunset Hospital
Board of Management of the Swan District Hospital
Board of Management of the Wanneroo Hospital
Board of Management of the Wyndham District Hospital
Bridgetown District Hospital Board
Commissioner of Main Roads
Commissioner of Police
Department of Agriculture
Department of Conservation and Land Management
Department of Marine and Harbours
Department of Services – State Printing Division
Fremantle Port Authority
Minister for Works – Building Management Authority
Osborne Park Hospital
Perth Dental Hospital Board
Plantagenet District Hospital Board
State Energy Commission of WA
Transperth
Warren District Hospital
Water Corporation
Western Australian Department of Training and Employment
Western Australian Fire Brigades Board
Western Australian Government Railways Commission
Zoological Gardens Board

Note: In an attempt to ensure that companies performing government services through contracts do in fact
maximise their employment of apprentices, the government has introduced a new policy titled Priority Access
Policy.  The aim of the new policy is to provide tangible rewards to organisations demonstrating a clear
commitment to training through government procurement and contracting.  This will increase the number of
apprentices employed across the State.

The new policy will have three components:

A Works Policy will apply to all government building and construction contracts over the value of
$150,000 (excluding housing construction).

A Housing Construction Policy will apply to government housing constructions and is currently applied
by Homeswest.

A Goods and Services Policy will apply to all government goods and services contracts valued over
$500,000.

Priority Access Policy will provide for the registration of employers who participate in a range of training and
employment activities such as employment of apprentices and trainees, employment of graduates from the VET
sector, participation in accredited training in the workplace, and support for structured work experience
programs and the like.

The Policy will involve all government agencies and government trading enterprises and include all industry
and service sectors across the State.  As registration within this policy will be a prequalification for tendering
for enterprises who wish to do business with government, it is imagined that the impact of the policy will be
significantly greater than the previous Preferential Tendering Policy.

The Policy will be progressively implemented over the next 18 months commencing with the pilot program
being conducted in building and construction contracts over the value of $150,000.  The current policy for
housing will remain and be applied by Homeswest.  The expansion of the Policy will take into account the
specific circumstances of each industry and relevant government organisations.

Priority Access Policy’s main objective is to foster a training culture in Western Australian industry and
increase entry-level training and employment opportunities for young people. The policy reflects the direction
of the National Training Reform Agenda and promotes training within the Australian Qualifications Framework
and will support the development and expansion of apprenticeships and traineeships in Western Australia.  The
Policy will be promoted to industry, government departments and agencies and the general public under the
banner of the Youth Employment Initiatives Policy (Access All Areas).
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JONES, MR BARRY, ARMADALE TRAILER HIRE

1374. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Family and Children’s Services:

(1) Did the Minister receive a letter from the Member for Bassendean dated 27 October 1999 concerning Mr Barry
Johns of Armadale Trailer Hire?

(2) In that letter did the Member for Bassendean refer to correspondence from the Deputy Premier and the Minister
for Small Business?

(3) Did the Deputy Premier and the Minister for Small Business write to the Minister requesting the Minister to
consider payment, without prejudice, of some amount to Mr Johns for the damaged trailer?

(4) On what date did the Deputy Premier and the Minister for Small Business write to the Minister in this regard?

(5) Does the Minister intend to heed the advice of the Deputy Premier and the Minister for Small Business and
make some form of compensation payment to Mr Johns of Armadale Trailer Hire?

(6) If not, why not?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1)-(3) Yes.

(4) 9 September 1999

(5) No.

(6) I have accepted the advice of the Office of the Crown Solicitor that the government has no legal responsibility
to pay the damages claimed.  After careful consideration of the grounds for compassion, and the issues of equity
relative to claims by others upon the Family and Children’s Services resources, the Minister has declined the
request for an ex gratia payment to be paid to Mr Johns. 

GOVERNMENT CONSULTANTS AND CONTRACTORS, IMPACT OF GOODS AND SERVICES TAX

1379. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier:

(1) Will the Deputy Premier outline what steps he has taken to calculate the impact which the imposition of a
Goods and Services Tax (GST) will have on -

(a) Government consultants; and
(b) Government contractors,

involved with Government agencies within his responsibility?

(2) What is the estimated additional cost of the GST on the budgets of each of these agencies? 

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) (a)-(b) With the support and guidance of a GST implementation team established by the Under Treasurer,
government agencies are currently working towards a state of readiness for the introduction of GST
on 1 July 2000.  As agencies are at various stages of estimating GST impacts on operating revenues
and expenditures as part of the process, it is not possible to comment specifically on the impact on
government consultancies and contractors.  While it is expected that consultancy and contractor fees
for services provided from 1 July 2000 will incorporate the GST tax, agencies should be able to
recover the cost by claiming back an input tax credit for the amount of GST paid.  For most agencies,
the issue will be one regarding cash flows, depending upon whether the agency opts for monthly or
quarterly settlement periods between payment and recovery.  Through its Buyer Program, the State
Supply Commission has issued advice to agencies concerning GST implications for supply contracts
spanning 1 July 2000.

(2) Apart from implementation and compliance costs, which are unknown at this time, the tax should be cost neutral
to the budgets of most agencies.

RESEARCH SOLUTIONS (WA), GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

1380. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) What contracts does the company Research Solutions (WA) have with the Department of Commerce and
Trade?

(2) When were they awarded?

(3) What is the duration of each contract?

(4) What is the cost of each contract?
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Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Through a formal Request for Tender by Contract and Management Services, Research Solutions (WA) was
awarded a contract to develop and undertake the annual customer survey on behalf of the Department of
Commerce and Trade.

(2) The contract was awarded on 12 May 1999.

(3) The contract is for an initial 12 month period from the 12 May 1999.  There are two further 12 month options,
exercisable at the absolute discretion of the Department and Contract and Management Services.  These options
are based on the performance of Research Solutions fulfilling the contract requirements over each 12 month
period.

(4) The cost of the contract’s initial 12 month period is $46 800.  

The two 12 month options, if exercised, will be at a cost of $48 200 and $49 600 respectively.

BOWTELL, CLARKE AND YOLE, CONTRACT WITH DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND TRADE

1381. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier:

In relation to the contract which the Department of Commerce and Trade have with Bowtell Clarke and Yole to conduct
a survey on community and business attitudes -

(a) when was the contract advertised;

(b) did the Department advertise directly or go through Contract and Management Services;

(c) how many other applications were received for the contract;

(d) what is the duration of the contract?

Mr COWAN replied:

(a) 15 January 1999.

(b) The Department of Commerce and Trade went through Contract and Management Services.

(c) Three.

(d) Twelve months with options of two twelve month extensions, at the discretion of the Department.

INTERIM HR SOLUTIONS, MONITORING OF ADVERTISEMENTS

1382. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier:

In relation to the use of the labour hire firm, Interim HR Solutions, by the department of Commerce and Trade -

(a) what is the title of the officer in the Department responsible for the monitoring of the advertising by the labour
hire firm;

(b) are advertisements sent to the officer for approval prior to publication; and

(c) does the report containing the recommended applicant sent to the department from Interim Solutions include
the names of all the applicants?

Mr COWAN replied:

(a) No single officer within the Department of Commerce and Trade has responsibility for monitoring the
advertising by the labour hire firm Interim HR Solutions. It is the role of the relevant officer who initiated the
process to carry out this function.

(b)-(c) Yes.

INTERIM HR SOLUTIONS, MANAGEMENT FEE

1383. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Is the ‘management fee’ paid to Interim HR Solutions, a labour hire firm contracted to the Department of
Commerce and Trade, a one off payment or is it ongoing for the life of the contract -

(2) If payments are ongoing, why?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) The management fee is ongoing for the life of the contract.

(2) This is the standard arrangement for such contracts and reflects the continuing nature of services provided.
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INTERIM HR SOLUTIONS, SCRUTINY OF CONTRACTORS

1384. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier:

(1) What document is available to the Parliament which allows scrutiny of the contractors (names and cost)
provided by Interim HR Solutions to the Department of Commerce and Trade?

(2) If there is no such document, why not?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Interim HR Solutions Pty Ltd submits a monthly report to the Department of Commerce and Trade covering
the details specified.  A copy of the most recent monthly report is attached.

(2) Not applicable.

CONTRACTORS FROM INTERIM HR SOLUTIONS

ON SUPPLY TO DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND TRADE AS AT:30 NOVEMBER 1999

Team Leader Contractor and
Title

Co. Name
or PAYE

Initial
Engagement
Date

Start Date
for Current
Contract

End Date
for Current
Contract

Extension
Option
Until

Cost
Rate  $

Charge
Rate  $

Rate
Type

AMARANTI 
Paolo

Ms Janelle
Barnes
Project Officer

PAYE 6/11/98 16/11/99 15/12/99 Ongoing $20 $23.08 Hourly

ASHFORD 
Michael

Ms Jennifer
Heron
Marketing &
Communicatio
ns

Jennifer
Heron
Freelance

24/5/99 24/11/99 23/01/2000 - $45 $52.42 Hourly

BLIGNAUT  Jo Mr Kevin
Basley
Y2k Mktg
Materials
Mngmt

KB
Promotions
Pty Ltd

20/01/99 20/01/99 31/12/99 - $29.00 $33.78 Hourly

BLIGNAUT  Jo Mr Peter
Moore
Y2K Presenter

Moore
International
Marketing
Pty Ltd\

30/07/98 1/10/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $80 $93.20 Hourly

BLIGNAUT  Jo Mr Maurice
O’Connell
Y2K Presenter

Maurice
O’Connell
Consulting
P/Ltd

8/03/99 1/10/99 31/12/99 - $80 $93.20 Hourly

CHAPMAN  Roy Ms Danika
Johnson
Assistant
Project Officer

PAYE 9/03/99 9/09/99 8/06/2000 - $15.68 $18.10 Hourly

CHARTRES 
Nigel

Ms Michelle
Jansen
Website
Information
Mngmt

Cybecom
Pty Ltd

18/08/99 18/11/99 17/12/99 - $60 $69.90 Hourly

COX  Peter Mr Darrin
Smith
Y2k Project
Officer

PAYE 3/05/99 3/05/99 2/05/2000 - $31.83 $36.74 Hourly

DEAN  Tony Mr Peter Farr
State
Telecommunic
ations Strategic
Framework

Peter Farr
Consultants
Australasia
P/L

17/04/98 1/10/99 31/01/2000 Ongoing $140 $163.1
0

Hourly

FITZHARDINGE
Chris

Mr Gerd
Heppekausen
Project Officer
- Finance

PAYE 15/07/99 15/10/99 31/12/99 - $26.75 $30.87 Hourly

FORDE  Dianne Ms Virginia
Wurth
Y2k Website
Developer

PAYE 21/06/99 21/06/99 31/12/99 - $37.45 $43.22 Hourly
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FRANK  Dianna Ms Heather
Murphy
HR
Management

PAYE 25/02/98 27/02/99 26/02/2000 Ongoing $27.82 $32.11 Hourly

FRANK  Dianna Ms Tracy
Dodson
Contract
Project Leader

Tracy
Dodson &
Associates

01/07/99 01/11/99 24/12/99 - $70 $81.55 Hourly

GOODWIN 
Richard

Mr Alexander
Johnston
Ministerial
Writer

PAYE 28/07/97 1/07/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $24.00 $27.70 Hourly

GOODWIN 
Richard

Ms Joanne
Roulston
Awards
Coordinator

PAYE 22/03/99 22/11/99 31/03/2000 - $23.69 $27.34 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Mr Gary Burke
Multi-Media
Project Officer

PAYE 2/07/99 02/07/99 01/07/2000 - $38.20 $44.09 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Ms Jane
Davies
Senior Project
Officer

PAYE 19/01/98 20/01/99 19/01/2000 Ongoing $34.53 $39.85 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Ms Julie De
Jong
Project Officer

PAYE 18/05/98 01/05/99 30/04/2000 Ongoing $29.69 $34.27 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Mr John Gill
Administrator

Gills
Managemen
t
Consultants

15/06/96 01/10/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $291.6
1

$336.5
8

Daily

GROUNDS  Rick Mr Barry
Louvel
Senior Project
Officer

PAYE 4/05/98 01/11/99 31/01/2000 Ongoing $41.19 $47.54 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Mr Michael
O’Byrne
Project Officer

O’Byrne
Family
Trust

16/02/98 16/02/99 15/02/2000 Ongoing $35.70 $41.59 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Mr Alan
Stewart
Project Officer

Alan
Stewart
Consulting
Services

11/08/97 11/02/99 10/02/2000 Ongoing $37.50 $43.69 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Mr Peter
Walker
Senior Project
Officer

PAYE 06/04/98 06/04/99 05/04/2000 Ongoing $40.13 $46.32 Hourly

GROUNDS  Rick Ms Joanna
Wiles
Finance
Officer

PAYE 15/06/96 01/10/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $196.9
3

$227.3
0

Daily

HANLON  Arthur Mr Paul Razey
WWW
Developer

PAYE 08/03/99 26/10/99 25/12/99 To a max
of 20
days or
$5000

$16.46 $19 Hourly

JOHNSON 
Simon

Ms Rosaine
Anghie
International
Relations Co-
ord

PAYE 26/05/97 1/10/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $27.25 $31.45 Hourly

JOHNSON 
Simon

Mr Verghese
Jacob
Research
Officer

PAYE 16/02/98 01/10/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $23.92 $27.61 Hourly

JOHNSON 
Simon

Ms Katrina
Jeffery
Research
Officer

PAYE 29/03/99 29/03/99 28/03/2000 28/03/20
01

$23.92 $27.61 Hourly
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MARCHIORO
Joanne

Ms Linden
Hall 
Cataloguing
Librarian

PAYE 10/09/99 10/09/99 9/09/2000 8/09/200
1

$18.72 $21.60 Hourly

MARCHIORO
Joanne

Ms Debbie
Olaya
Reference
Services
Librarian

PAYE 15/07/99 15/10/99 14/01/2000 - $23.54 $27.17 Hourly

MARCHIORO
Joanne

Ms Tara Smith
Temp
Cataloguing
Librarian

PAYE 18/10/99 18/11/99 14/01/2000 To a max
of 20
days or
$5000

$18.72 $21.61 Hourly

MEEK  Sue Mr Peter Van
Bruchem

PAYE 06/07/98 07/07/99 06/01/2001 Ongoing $32.10 $37.05 Hourly

MURRAY  Philip Ms Teresa
Emery

PAYE 13/07/98 14/10/99 13/01/2000 Ongoing $18.41 $21.25 Hourly

O’HARE  John Dr Roy Green
IOC Project
Coordinator

Green
Consulting
Pty Ltd

01/06/99 01/07/99 1/12/99 1 option
– no date

$1200 $1398 Daily

O’HARE  John Prof John
Penrose
Industry
Specialist
Contractor

John
Penrose &
Associates

19/08/98 01/01/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $600 $699 Daily

O’HARE John Mr Richard
Kagi
Financial
Assessor

Richard
Kagi Pty Ltd

26/10/99 26/10/99 30/11/99 100 hours
+ 20
hours
(max)

$30 $34.95 Hourly

SABIEN  Brett Mr Maxwell
Betteridge

PAYE 09/02/98 04/01/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $26.77 $30.90 Hourly

SABIEN  Brett Mr Daniel
Scherr
Project
Officer, WA
Telecentre

PAYE 19/01/98 01/10/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $32.69 $37.73 Hourly

SABIEN  Brett Mr Paul
Mitcham

PAYE 10/08/98 11/02/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $26.75 $30.87 Hourly

SABIEN  Brett Ms Deborah
Rice
Regional
Coordinator

PAYE 09/02/98 04/01/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $23.54 $27.17 Hourly

SABIEN  Brett Ms Sue
Bosenberg
Regional
Coordinator

PAYE 1/10/99 1/10/99 10/12/99 - $23.54 $27.17 Hourly

SABIEN  Brett Mr Anthony
Smith
WebMaster

Kitana
Technology
P/Ltd

19/11/99 19/11/99 18/11/2000 - $45 $52.42 Hourly

SIMPSON  Bruce Mr Kumar
Peiris
Technology
Diffusion
Mngr

PAYE 23/08/99 23/11/99 30/06/2002 - $24.54 $28.32 Hourly

SKELTON  Philip Mr Jeff Beale
Telecommunic
ation
Consultant

BealeCom
Pty Ltd t/a
Beale
Telecom

15/04/98 01/07/99 31/01/2000 Ongoing $105 $122.3
2

Hourly

SKELTON  Philip Mr Igor Iskra
Radio
Communicatio
ns Policy
Officer

Consultel
Australia
Pty Ltd

11/05/98 01/07/99 31/01/2000 Ongoing $80 $93.20 Hourly
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SKEVINGTON
Simon

Ms Sarah
Fletcher

PAYE 13/10/97 16/10/99 15/01/2000 Ongoing $21.90 $25.27 Hourly

TRAVERS 
Jacquie

Mr Stephen
Macukat
Records Clerk

PAYE 08/09/99 08/09/99 07/12/99 7/03/200
0

$19.26 $22.23 Hourly

TRAVERS 
Jacquie

Ms Pip
McCarthy
Records
Technician

PAYE 02/09/99 02/09/99 01/12/99 01/03/20
00

$26.21 $30.25 Hourly

UZARAGA 
Fabian

Mr Ben
Schneider
MS Access
Developer

PAYE 09/10/98 01/10/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $19.26 $22.23 Hourly

WEAVER  Ross Mr Kumar
Peiris
TCF Program

PAYE 18/08/97 23/08/99 31/12/99 Ongoing $24.54 $28.32 Hourly

INTERIM HR SOLUTIONS, COMPLAINTS ABOUT SELECTION PROCESS

1385. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier:

In relation to the use of the labour hire firm, Interim HR Solutions, by the Department of Commerce and Trade –

(a) what mechanisms are in place to ensure that the advertising, interviewing and recommendation processes are
fair and equitable; and

(b) if an applicant for a Department contract, which is to be sourced through Interim HR Solutions, is dissatisfied
with the selection process how is the complaint handled?

Mr COWAN replied:

(a) In relation to the selection process conducted by Interim HR Solutions Pty Ltd, public advertisement is seen
as a fair and equitable approach. Selection can be based on either a recommendation report or a combination
of report and interview.  The recommendations produced by Interim HR Solutions Pty Ltd, where no interview
is warranted, requires the endorsement of both the relevant team leader and divisional executive director in the
Department of Commerce and Trade.  If interviews are held, the decision made needs Executive Director
endorsement.  These mechanisms are outlined in the department’s buyers guide for contract users.

(b) The contract with the successful applicant is not a departmental contract; it is one between Interim HR Solutions
Pty Ltd and the individual.  Complaints are handled jointly by Interim HR Solutions Pty Ltd and the department. 
The option is available for unsuccessful applicants to meet with either party to receive a debriefing on the basis
of the selection decision.

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS, DMR

1386. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier:

In relation to the contract awarded to DMR in January 1998 (RFT 146597) will the Minister explain why the contract
which was valued at $259,800 reached over $1.28m by September 1999?

Mr COWAN replied:

Department of Commerce and Trade has had no involvement in a contract awarded to DMR consultancy in January 1998
(RFT 146597).  This contract was let by the WA Police Services.  It is therefore suggested that the Member approach
the Minister for Police.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN (STATE PROVISIONS) BILL 1999, FEDERAL ATTORNEY GENERAL'S
APPROVAL

1387. Ms ANWYL to the Premier:

(1) Which parts of the Western Australian (State Provisions) Bill 1999 require a determination by the Federal
Attorney General?

(2) Assuming that the Bill is passed unamended when does the Minister expect to receive the Federal Attorney
General’s approval?

(3) When does the Minister expect each House of the Federal Parliament to consider the legislation?

(4) What gives the Minister confidence that the said legislation will receive a favourable determination as to
compliance?

(5) Has the Bill been provided to the Federal Attorney General or his staff?

(6) If not, why not?
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(7) If so, when and what response has been received?

Mr COURT replied:

(1) Establishment of alternative State area regimes as provided for in Parts 2 and 3 as provided for in the Bill
require determinations.

(2) It is a matter for the Commonwealth Attorney-General.

(3) The Houses of Federal Parliament do not consider the legislation.  Certain determinations made by the
Commonwealth Attorney-General are disallowable instruments and the Honourable Member is referred to the
determination and disallowance provision in the Commonwealth Native Title Act in that regard.

(4) The legislation is not determined by the Minister rather certain regimes as provided for in the legislation are
a matter for determination.  In that regard the Government does not intend to speculate on the Commonwealth
Attorney-General’s deliberations other than to say that the Government considers that the provisions relating
to alternative State regimes have been carefully drafted to comply with the Commonwealth Native Title Act.

(5) The Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department has been provided with a copy of the Bill as introduced. 
The Government has not provided a copy of the Bill to the Commonwealth Attorney General or his staff.

(6) We have provided a copy to his Department.

(7) Not applicable.

MOTOR WRECKING INDUSTRY

1389. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Small Business:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the gradually accelerating destruction of the motor wrecking industry?

(2) Is the Minister aware of the huge black market operations being assisted by the advent of free advertising for
illegal wreckers by Quokka?

(3) If not, will the Minister make enquiries to ascertain the situation?

(4) Is it Government policy that legitimate businesses be protected from unfair competition and be allowed to
survive?

(5) Will the Minister investigate the circumstances of unfair legal wrecking and car sales to ascertain if Government
policy requires a Ministerial intervention?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) I am aware of the concerns of licensed motor vehicle wreckers in regard to the operations of backyard wreckers. 
The Hon Member has raised this issue in correspondence with me previously.  From previous investigations
made by the Small Business Development Corporation on my behalf, I am also aware that the matter is being
considered by the Ministry of Fair Trading, the Police Department and the Motor Trade Association.

(2) I am aware that the Quokka offers free advertising, under certain conditions, to the general public and recognise
that this service could potentially be misused by black market motor vehicle wreckers.

(3)-(4) The Ministry of Fair Trading has responsibility for issuing Motor Vehicle Dealer’s Licences, which cover the
operations of motor vehicle wreckers.  Therefore any enquiries into illegal, unlicensed operations should
properly be investigated by the Ministry of Fair Trading and the Police Department.  Unlicensed motor vehicle
wreckers acting in contravention of the Motor Vehicle Dealer’s Act do not have the support of the Government.

(5) If the Hon Member is aware of any motor vehicle wreckers acting in contravention of the Motor Vehicle
Dealer’s Act he should bring the matter to the attention of the Ministry of Fair Trading and the Police
Department or their responsible Ministers for investigation.

GOSNELLS POLICE STATION, ROSTER STRENGTH

1390. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Police:

I refer to the answer to question on notice No. 1203 and ask what was the total roster strength for Gosnells Police Station
on 28 July 1999?

Mr PRINCE replied:

As provided in answering question on notice No. 1203, the Gosnells Police Station is a sub-district within the Cannington
Police District, which has a total of 320 sworn officers.  The staff at Gosnells Police Station cannot be viewed in
isolation.  They are only part of the resources available to the District Officer at Cannington to ensure an adequate supply
of policing services to the sub-district.  I am prepared to provide the member with a briefing by the Police Service on
the particular details she requires.
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ARSON, MIDLAND

1391. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

What is the rate of arson in Midland since 1990 and how does it compare to other areas?

Mr PRINCE replied:

The Western Australia Police Service does not have the resources to conduct the analysis required to answer the
Honourable member’s question. However, to assist the honourable member, the following statistical data is provided:

Table 1 - Midland (Police) District.

An overview of all offences which constitute Arson as reported to the Midland Police District, each fiscal year between
1992 and 1999:

92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 Total

Dwelling/
Building

18 22 36 33 30 33 29 201 

Bushland 9 102 6 11 12 23 7 170 

Crop - 1 - - - - - 1 

Motor
Vehicle

2 4 5 6 7 6 12 42 

Other 7 8 18 17 11 14 29 104 

All Arson 36 137 65 67 60 76 77 518 

Table 2 - Midland township (locality).

An overview of all offences which constitute Arson reported as occurring within the Midland township (locality), each
fiscal year between 1992 and 1999:

92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 Total

Dwelling/
Building

4 3 2 7 5 4 3 28 

Bushland - 7 - - 2 1 - 10 

Crop - - - - - - - - 

Motor
Vehicle

- - 2 - - 1 1 4 

Other - 4 3 1 1 2 2 13 

All Arson 4 14 7 8 8 8 6 55 

Table 3 - Comparison between District and Locality.

Of all the Arson offences reported as occurring within the Midland District, the following represents the percentage of
offences which occurred within the Midland locality (township) only. (i.e.: in 1994/95, 10.8% of all Arson offences
occurring in the Midland District took place in the Midland Township):

92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 Total

11.1 10.2 10.8 11.9 13.3 10.5 7.8 10.6 

Table 4 - Midland District as compared against the metropolitan area. 

The following table represent the number of reported offences for Arson in the metropolitan area:

92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 Total

Dwelling/
Building

118 114 131 242 258 263 247 1,373 

Vessel 1 1 3 1 1 3 4 14 

Bushland 40 110 15 55 53 80 59 412 

Crop - 1 1 - - - - 2 

Motor
Vehicle

19 23 28 68 77 108 115 438 
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Other 44 43 96 108 138 161 206 796 

All Arson 222 292 274 474 527 615 631 3,035 

Table 5 - Comparison between Midland District and Metropolitan area.

The following table represent the percentage of Arson offences in the metropolitan area, which were reported as having
occurred in the Midland District. (ie: in 1997/98, only 1.3% of all Arson offences occurred in the Midland District.):

92/93 93/94 94/95 95/96 96/97 97/98 98/99 Total

Percentage
within

Midland

1.8 4.8 2.6 1.7 1.5 1.3 1.0 1.8 

Further and in respect of the above tables, it should be noted the Police Service statistical database does not retain
statistics prior to July 1992. We regret that we are unable to assist the Honourable member further.

PROTESTORS, A CLASS RESERVES

1392. Mr PENDAL to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Is legislation being drafted, or considered, relating to protestors in 'A' class reserves?

(2) If so, will the legislation prohibit the distribution of pamphlets in such reserves?

(3) Will the legislation also allow for the confiscation of personal equipment, such as tents and ropes, from anyone
carrying out prohibited activities in 'A' class reserves?

(4) What other aspects regarding protests in these reserves are, or are likely, to be covered under legislation?

(5) Are the queries contained in parts (2) and (3) above possible under present legislation, and if so, under which
statutes?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1)-(3) No.  However, Regulations were gazetted on 15 October 1999 to provide for the removal and forfeiture of
unauthorised property on CALM managed land.

(4)-(5) Illegal activities associated with public behaviour on CALM reserves include the following:

CALM Act pertaining to all CALM managed land – unlawfully lighting fires; unlawful occupation of land; fail
or refuse to comply with a lawful direction; and remain on land after being requested to leave.

Wildlife Conservation Regulations pertaining to nature reserves – leaving rubbish; camping; erecting tents;
taking non-indigenous animals onto a nature reserve; posting notices and signs; misconduct or riotous
behaviour; taking dogs onto a nature reserve; lighting fires; interfere with the natural environment; and refuse
to leave when directed to do so.

National Park Regulations pertaining to reserves vested in the National Parks and Nature Conservation
Authority – lighting or using fires; depositing rubbish; unauthorised camping; abusive language or offensive
conduct; obstruct, disturb or annoy persons; allow dogs on a reserve; post or affix signs and placards; draw or
paint on rocks, trees etc.; distribute printed material; and erect buildings, structures, fences etc.

The unauthorised distribution of any written or printed matter on a reserve vested in the NPNCA is contrary
to regulation 50 of the National Parks Authority Regulations.  

In accordance with the CALM Act, on an ‘A’ class reserve vested in the NPNCA a Ranger or CALM Officer
may remove any vehicle, vessel, animal or other thing if they are, have been or may be involved in the
commission of a relevant offence.

 
This is subject to the officer first having taken all reasonable steps to communicate his intentions to exercise
this power and the reason for believing he is authorised to exercise the power.  “Other thing” is not defined and
the disposal of removed things is not specified.  In accordance with Part 6 of the Wildlife Conservation
Regulations, to be read as if they were made under the CALM Act, the Executive Director may direct the owner
to remove from a nature reserve any offending thing, including any tent, building or structure of any kind.  If
it is not removed within a specified period, the Executive Director may arrange its removal.  Disposal is
provided for in these regulations.  The Conservation and Land Management Amendment Regulations 1999
applies to CALM land.  It defines property to include vehicles, platforms, tents, spikes, ropes and locking
devices, but excludes anything to which section 108A(1) of the CALM Act applies.  It provides for a CALM
officer to request the removal of unauthorised property and seizure of the property if it is not removed within
a reasonable period or if no-one has possession or control of the property.  The regulations provide for seized
property to be claimed or forfeited if it is not claimed within six months.  Forfeited property may be destroyed,
sold or otherwise disposed of as directed by the Executive Director.
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PRINCESS MARGARET HOSPITAL, BED WETTING CLINIC

1393. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Health:

In relation to the bed wetting clinic at Princess Margaret Hospital -

(a) what is the current level of staffing of this unit;
(b) are there any plans to reduce this level of staffing;
(c) if the answer to (b) above is yes, what is the proposed level of staffing; and
(d) what changes have been made to staffing levels over the past few months?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) Current level in Princess Margaret Hospital site is 1.3026 FTE 

(b) No decision has been made to reduce staffing levels in this service. 

(c) Not applicable.

(d) None.

ROAD TRANSPORT, REAR PILOT EXEMPTION FOR WIDE LOADS

1396. Ms MacTIERNAN to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Was Worksafe WA consulted about the decision by the Minister of Transport to provide a general exemption
for road transporters of homes and swimming pools to move wide loads of in excess of 4.5m without a rear
pilot?

(2) If yes, what advice was given to the Minister for Transport?

(3) Will the Minister table that advice?

(4) If no, will Worksafe WA investigate health and safety implications of this exemption and determine whether
or not practice of taking loads in excess of 4.5 metres in width accords with Occupational Health Safety best
practice?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) No.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

(4) No, WorkSafe Western Australia believes that the Main Roads Department has the appropriate expertise in the
area.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES' SUPERANNUATION, CHOICE OF FUND

1400. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance:

(1) Is the Minister aware that members of the Government Employees Superannuation Fund have been advised that
interest on their accrued accounts for the financial year ending 30 June 1999 is 1 per cent?

(2) Is the Minister aware this is significantly below other superannuation fund returns?

(3) Will the Minister allow members of the superannuation fund with accrued benefits in the fund to rollover the
amount into a fund of their choice?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Does the Minister/Government accept that such a poor rate of return on superannuation funds mitigates against
the intention of the superannuation to provide a reasonable return for retirement?

(6) What changes does the Government intend to implement to make the scheme more equitable for people with
investments in the State Government Superannuation Fund?

Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance has provided the following response:

(1) Yes, as it appears the question refers to members of Gold State Super who have ceased Government
employment and whose benefits are preserved in the Government Employees Superannuation Fund until age
55 years.  These benefits are defined as a multiple of the member’s final salary and indexed at the rate of CPI
+ 1% per annum.  As the CPI actually decreased marginally during the relevant period the indexing rate for the
year ending 30 June 1999 was 1%.

(2) An indexing factor in a defined benefit scheme should not be compared with a crediting rate in an accumulation
scheme that is linked to a fund’s actual investment performance.  In the context of the Gold State Super scheme
design, CPI + 1% is not a substitute for investment return but rather is the long term assumed rate of annual
salary increase for those members who cease employment prior to the benefit becoming payable at age 55 years.
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(3) No.  Since December 1995 members who have been retrenched or whose jobs are transferred to the
Commonwealth or a privatised employer have received approval to transfer their deferred benefits to another
Fund, but at a discount to reflect the current value of what is a promise of a future benefit.  There is no intention
to extend this provision to members generally.

(4) The general restriction on rollovers prior to age 55 years has been part of the Gold State Super scheme design
since it was introduced by the then Labor Government in 1987, and is due principally to the funding
arrangements of the scheme, which is largely unfunded.  Whilst the Government has allowed rollovers in the
limited circumstances outlined in my answer to question 3, the cash flow impact on the Consolidated Fund of
allowing a general right to transfer could be as high as $200 million and is therefore prohibitive.

(5) A crediting rate of 1% in an accumulation scheme would be a poor return in the current investment climate. 
However, I refer the Member for Morley to my answer to question 2.

(6) There are no changes under active consideration, as the treatment of preserved benefits in Gold State Super is
equitable in terms of the scheme’s design.

CHINESE BUSINESS PEOPLE, ACCESS TO VISAS

1401. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

(1) Is the Minister aware of the publication International Business Bulletin produced jointly by the International
Business Council and the John Curtin International Institute?

(2) Is the Minister also aware that the Volume 1 No. 4 edition contained an article on Australia losing business
opportunities to the UK, Europe, United States and African countries because Chinese business people can
obtain easier visa access to those countries than Australia?

(3) Has the Minister/Department of Commerce and Trade investigated this matter?

(4) Does the Minister/Government intend to make representations to the Federal Government to provide an easier
way for genuine Chinese business people to obtain easier access to visas?

(5) Has such a submission been made to the Federal Government?

(6) If so, when?

(7) If not, will the Minister/Government make such a submission to the Federal Government?

(8) If so, when?

Mr COWAN replied:

Department of Commerce and Trade

(1) Yes

(2) Yes.  However, I have no information or figures regarding the difference between Australia and other countries,
such as the United Kingdom, Europe, United States and Africa, when applying for a business visa.  I do not
have figures on those people from China who have been unsuccessful in applying for a business visa to
Australia but successful when applying for a business visa to another country.

(3) Yes

(4)-(5) In June 1999, I wrote to the then Minister for Trade and requested the issue be placed on the National Trade
Consultations (NTC) agenda.  The NTC is a regular meeting of Federal, State and Territory Ministers to discuss
trade and related issues.  However, due to time constraints it was not discussed.  It is presently being pursued
by the National Trade Consultations Intersessional process, which are regular meetings of Federal, State and
Territory trade officials.  In July 1999, I wrote to the Federal Minister for Immigration requesting advice on
this issue.  The Minister’s response provided an overview of the current system for considering business visa
applications.  With specific reference to China, the Minister noted that 60 per cent of business visa application
refusals are due to a lack of supporting documentation.  Many companies supporting applications from China
had a little or no knowledge of the applicant’s background.  This included knowledge of the applicant’s
involvement in any fraudulent activities.  The Minister stated that the Federal Government supports
strengthening Australia’s bilateral relationship with China and encouraging business visitors assists this process. 
The Government must also balance this by ensuring that the integrity of the entry programs is maintained.  It
should be noted that after the United States, China is Australia’s second largest source of business migrants.

(6)-(8) Not applicable

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, DONNELLY RIVER VALLEY TOURIST ATTRACTION

1403. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

I refer to the $2 million announced as part of the Regional Forest Agreement for a major tourist attraction in the Donnelly
River Valley, and ask-
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(a) has this $2 million been allocated;

(b) if not, when is it expected to be allocated; and

(c) will the Minister advise as to what this tourist attraction is expected to be, and exactly where it will be situated?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a) The Government has approved supplementary funding of $2 million for this initiative which is part of the RFA
$59 million timber, tourism and regional industry development package.

(b) Not applicable.

(c) I will shortly make a public announcement of the process to determine what the tourist attraction will be and
where it will be situated. That process will ensure community and tourism industry input into the selection
process.

HEALTH SERVICES, EXPENDITURE ON COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

1411. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Health:

(1) For each of the last five years what was the actual spending on services for communicable diseases?

(2) What is the breakdown for services provided by -

(a) Government agencies; and
(b) non-Government agencies?

(3) What is the budget for the current financial year and the breakdown indicated in part (2) above?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) Expenditure on communicable disease specific programs (excluding hospital related) by the Public Health
Division of the Health Department is as follows:

1998/99 $12.9m
1997/98 $10.1m
1996/97 $  8.7m
1995/96 $  8.5m
1994/95 $  7.8m

(2) This is broken into:

Government Non-Government

1998/99 $10.9m $2.0m
1997/98 $  8.1m $2.0m
1996/97 $  6.7m $2.0m
1995/96 $  6.5m $2.0m
1994/95 $  6.0m $1.8m

(3) The estimated budget for the current financial year is:

Government $10.9m
Non-Government $  2.0m
Total $12.9m

ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL, SHENTON PARK CAMPUS, CLOSURE

1412. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Health:

(1) Is Royal Perth Hospital's Shenton Park Campus, home to rheumatology, the stroke unit and rehabilitation
services, going to be closed by this Government?

(2) If so, when will it be closed and where will the services currently provided by Royal Perth Hospital's Shenton
Park Campus be relocated?

(3) How much money will the Government be cutting from the public health budget by closing the Shenton Park
Campus?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) No.  There are presently no plans to close the Shenton Park Campus.

(2)-(3) Not applicable.

HEALTH, CONTRACT TO EVALUATE NON-GOVERNMENT ORGANISATIONS

1416. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Health:

(1) With reference to the tender which closed on 4 September 1999 for the evaluation of the funded non-
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Government organisations (NGO) which provide services to minimise or eliminate HIV/AIDS and blood-borne
diseases will the Minister advise who was the successful tenderer?

(2) Who are the principals of this organisation?

(3) Which NGOs will be evaluated?

(4) What is the value of the contract?

(5) What are the terms of reference of the evaluation?

(6) What is the time period for the evaluation?

(7) Will the report of the evaluation be made public?

(8) Is a similar review and evaluation of Government services being undertaken?

(9) If the answer to (8) above is yes, by whom and under what circumstances?

(10) If the answer to (8) above is no, why not?

Mr DAY replied:

(1) The successful tenderer was the Walker Shanely Consultancy.

(2) Mr Shanely
Ms Noni Walker

(3) Eight Organisations:
Western Australian AIDS Council
Silver Chain Nursing Association
Phoenix Project (Family Planning Association)
Western Australian Substance Abuse Association Inc.
WA Hepatitis C Council
WA Alcohol and Drug Authority (Next Step)
Sexuality Education Counselling/Consultancy (SECCA)
Save the Males (Family Planning Association)

(4) $34,900

(5) Terms of Reference:
Review the process, outcome and impact of the Health Department’s funded programs provided by
non-government organisations.

Identify appropriate international/national Benchmark Standards against which the organisation’s
performance can be assessed.

Determine the effectiveness, appropriateness and efficiency of service provision by currently funded
non-government organisations.

Determine the extent to which the organisations’ service delivery processes in place enable program
objectives to be achieved.

Provide advice as to the desirability of customer satisfaction surveys, and on methods which could be
used if applicable.

In the context of the 4th National HIV/AIDS Strategy and the Explicit Performance Standards review,
identify duplication and gaps in the provision of services, offer suggestions for reorientation of
services if needed, and provide recommendations regarding funding arrangements for the future.

Produce a report outlining issues and recommendations for the provision of funding non-government
organisations to provide services to optimise control of HIV/AIDS/STD/Blood-borne Diseases.  This
report should be finalised only after the identified stakeholders have had their opportunity to provide
feedback to a draft report.

(6) The revised date for the evaluation is 1 October to 10 December 1999, the report will be submitted to the
Communicable Disease Control Branch  by late January 2000.

(7) The report will be made available and will be a public document.

(8) Yes.

(9) The Health Department reviews its programs/services on a periodic basis, to meet its responsibility in ensuring
that health services provided are equitable, efficient and effective, and respond to changing demands in health
consumers needs.

Arthur Andersen Consultancy evaluated the Communicable Disease Control Branch of the Health Department
in 1998. The Environment Health Branch was evaluated by Oceania Health Consulting in 1998. An Interstate
agency is currently evaluating the teaching, training and research programs in government hospitals. District
Health Services undergo evaluation on a three-year basis through the process of accreditation by Community
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Health Accreditation and Standards Program (CHASP). The Community Health Service was evaluated by Dr
Darcy Holman in 1992, by the Deloitte Consultancy in 1993 and is currently being reviewed by Dr J Marshall. 

Over the period of the last few years independent Consultants have evaluated the St John Ambulance Service,
the Dental Service and the Australian Red Cross Blood Transfusion Service. In addition, the Menzies School
of Health evaluated Wiluna and Mercy Health Services.

(10) Not applicable.

ABORIGINAL JUSTICE COUNCILS, FUNDING

1417. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) How much funding was allocated to the Metropolitan Aboriginal Justice Council during the following financial
years -

(a) 1996-97;
(b) 1997-98;
(c) 1998-99; and
(d) 1999-2000?

(2) How much funding does the State Aboriginal Justice Council receive for the years listed in (1) above?

(3) What is the role of the Metropolitan Aboriginal Justice Council?

(4) What powers of enquiry does the Metropolitan Aboriginal Justice Council possess?

(5) Are the members of the Metropolitan Aboriginal Justice Council authorised to enter metropolitan prisons and
if so, under what conditions?

(6) Does the Metropolitan Aboriginal Justice Council receive funding from the Aboriginal Torres Strait Island
Council?

(7) If so, how much?

(8) How much autonomy do Regional Aboriginal Justice Councils have?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) (a) 1996/1997 Not available as the Department does not retain that information at the cost centre
level for longer than two years.

(b) 1997/1998 $40,800.00
(c) 1998/1999 $13,000.00
(d) 1999/2000 $16,250.00

These figures represent allocations for meeting and travel costs only and do not include staff and secretariat
costs.

(2) (a) 1996/1997 Not available as the Department does not retain that information at the cost centre
level for longer than two years.

(b) 1997/1998 $398,000.00
(c) 1998/1999 $444,000.00
(d) 1999/2000 $444,000.00

These figures include total allocations inclusive of Chairperson’s salary and secretariat staff.

(3) The Council, known as the Metropolitan Regional Aboriginal Justice Council, along with six other Regional
Aboriginal Justice Councils throughout the State, has the following role:

Identify local justice issues and work with Government and community organisations to develop appropriate
solutions;
Provide advice to the State Aboriginal Justice Council on best practices that could be emulated in other areas
of the State;
Refer wider issues that cannot be resolved at the local level to the State Aboriginal Justice Council; and
Monitor the implementation of the Regional Council into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody recommendations from
a local perspective and provide the State Aboriginal Justice Council with advice regarding this.
Facilitate and support local Aboriginal groups to develop initiatives to address justice related recommendations;

(4) The Council is part of the network of Regional Aboriginal Justice Councils attached to the State Aboriginal
Justice Council.  As an independent body it may enquire as to whatever issues it may see fit within the above
terms of reference as regards to Aboriginal people in the metropolitan and wheatbelt areas.

(5) Members are able to visit prisons by making a request to the relevant Prison Superintendent.

(6) No.

(7) Not applicable.

(8) Regional Aboriginal Justice Councils are part of the network of the State Aboriginal Justice Council and as such
report to the State Aboriginal Justice Council.
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WORKERS COMPENSATION, PRO RATA PREMIUM REFUNDS

1418. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

Is there a statutory requirement on policy decisions imposed by the Premium Rates Committee of WorkCover WA that
prevents insurance companies from making a pro rata premium refund on a worker's compensation policy cancelled
before its expiry date?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

No, as the issue of a policy refund is a contractual matter between the approved insurer and the employer.  For the benefit
of Members, a policy is charged based on an estimate of wages multiplied by the applicable premium rate.  At the
conclusion of an underwriting period the approved insurer undertakes a reconciliation of the premium assessment based
on actual wages for the period.  Usually, the premium is adjusted by refunding or surcharging the employer.  The above
protocol would normally apply to the issue of a refund when a policy is cancelled part way during an underwriting year.

COMMONWEALTH DENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM, FUNDING

1421. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the Commonwealth Dental Health Program (CDHP) and ask - 

(a) what was the Western Australian share of funds allocated under that programe for the years ending 30 June -

(i) 1996;
(ii) 1997;
(iii) 1998; and
(iv) 1999;

(b) in each year referred to in (a) above in which particular location/s was the allocation for Western Australia
spent; and

(c) in each year referred to in (a) above on what particular program/s was the allocation for Western Australia
spent?

Mr DAY replied:

(a) (i) $9,479,924
(ii) $4,600,846 - Program ceased mid year (31 December 1996)
(iii)-(iv)

Nil - Program ceased.

(b) In both 1996 and 1997 services were provided across the State with metropolitan and country services provided
by Public Clinics and Private Practitioners.

(c) The Commonwealth Dental Health Program provided for dental care to financially disadvantaged adults.

BANDYUP PRISON, MUSTER

1423. Ms WARNOCK to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) What was the number of prisoners accommodated in Banyup at the end of last week?

(2) What number of prisoners was the prison built for?

(3) Are there prisoners sharing cells which were intended as one-person cells?

(4) If so, how many?

(5) How many are on camp stretchers?

(6) What is the daily budget for each prisoner at Banyup?

(7) How many medium (or minimum) security women prisoners are accommodated at Nyandi?

(8) Can more be accommodated there?

(9) If not, what other facility will be used?

(10) What resources for education and recreation are provided at both Bandyup and Nyandi?

(11) What offences (by category) have been committed by prisoners at Bandyup and Nyandi?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1) 118

(2) 85

(3) Yes.

(4) 24
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(5) 3

(6) Daily average for each prisoner at Bandyup is approximately $150.00 per day.

(7) 35 minimum security.

(8) With the recent transfer of the use of the Gwynne Lea facility from Juvenile Justice to Nyandi, an additional
10 women will be accommodated enabling Self Care, mother and child and overnight stays for children.
Additionally, office space and a waiting area for visitors will also be provided for Kindred Family Services.

(9) Pyrton is the preferred option for minimum-security women.

(10) Bandyup has a full-time education officer and Recreation officer.  Nyandi has a part-time education officer for
7.5 hrs.  Staff and offenders organise recreational activities.

(11) All offences in all categories.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, ECO-LODGE CAMPING AND CHALET SITES

1425. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the $2 million for three eco-lodge camping and chalet sites announced as part of the Regional Forest
Agreement (RFA) been allocated?

(2) If not, when will it be allocated?

(3) Will the Minister advise as to exactly where these sites will be situated?

(4) When will construction of these sites commence and when will they be completed?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The Government has approved supplementary funding of $2 million for this initiative which is part of the RFA
$59 million timber, tourism and regional industry development package.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The sites are still to be selected. Research is currently being undertaken to assist in developing the selection
criteria for the sites and to establish the parameters for the facilities.

(4) On completion of necessary development plans and necessary approvals.

REGIONAL FOREST AGREEMENT, SCENIC DRIVE IN PEMBERTON

1426. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has the $1 million for a scenic drive in Pemberton announced as part of the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA)
been allocated?

(2) If not, when is it expected to be allocated?

(3) Will the Minister advise as to where this road will run?

(4) When will construction commence and when will it be completed?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The Government has approved supplementary funding of $1 million for this initiative which is part of the RFA
$59 million timber, tourism and regional industry development package.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) Options for the tourist route have been put to the community and a final preferred route is to be selected
following public comment. The upgrading of facilities at Beedelup Falls, which is a component of the drive,
has commenced.

(4) Work has commenced. It is anticipated that the complete route and upgrading of all sites and the promotional
package will be completed and operational next summer.

BANDYUP PRISON, RELOCATION

1431. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) Is the Minister aware of any -

(a) proposals; and/or
(b) plans,

to relocate Bandyup Prison?

(2) What are the -
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(a) proposals; and/or
(b) plans?

(3) Has any proposal or plan been drawn up which would see Bandyup Prison -

(a) relocate; and/or
(b) partially relocate,

to the Pyrton site in Eden Hill?

(4) Is it the Government's intention to retain Bandyup Prison?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) (a)-(b) No.

(2) (a)-(b) Not applicable.

(3) (a)-(b) No.

(4) Yes.

DEPARTMENT OF PRODUCTIVITY AND LABOUR RELATIONS, FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

1432. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Did the Auditor General's Public Sector Performance Report No. 7 of November 1999 find that the Department
of Productivity and Labour Relations (DOPLAR) had a significant variation between the published and audited
financial statements for 1997-98?

(2) In what way did the published financial statement, which would have appeared in the tabled annual report, vary
from the audited financial statements signed off by the Auditor General?

(3) What was the reason for this variation?

(4) What action has been taken to ensure that DOPLAR does not again place itself in such an embarrassing
situation?

(5) Did the same Report No. 7 of the Auditor General also indicate that DOPLAR had failed to properly disclose
its workers' compensation claims, the prevention of occupational injuries and illnesses or the rehabilitation of
injured and sick employees?

(6) What was the exact nature of this non-disclosure by DOPLAR?

(7) What was the reason for this failure?

(8) What action has been taken to ensure that DOPLAR does not again place itself in such an embarrassing
situation?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Yes.  There was a variation between the 1997-1998 published and audited Financial Statements.

(2) In the Summary of the Consolidated Fund Appropriations and Revenue Estimates the net change in the amount
carried over was published as $3,000. The audited figure was $23,000.  In the published Schedule of Assets
and Liabilities, the Net Assets/Liabilities figure of $534,000 was printed in the incorrect column.  The figures
of $7,220,000 and $218,000 in Note 12 of the Financial Statements were published in the incorrect columns.

(3) A variation occurred when transcribing the audited financial statements during the printing process in producing
the Department’s 1997-1998 Annual Report.

(4) The Department of Productivity and Labour Relations has tightened administrative controls associated with
producing the Annual Report.

(5) Yes.

(6) Non-compliance with Treasurer’s Instruction 903(4)(vii)(c).

(7) The reason for non-disclosure was that Department of Productivity and Labour Relations did not have any
claims in relation to workers compensation, the prevention of occupational injuries and illness and rehabilitation
of injured and sick employees.  The Department considered not recording this excellent result satisfied the
Treasurer’s Instruction.

(8) The Department of Productivity and Labour Relations will record future nil claim results. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL GAZETTE

1433. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) What is the annual cost of printing the Western Australian Industrial Gazette?



[Tuesday, 21 December 1999] 4403

(2) Which agency or company undertakes the work of printing the Western Australian Industrial Gazette?

(3) Has any other agency or company been asked to tender for the publishing of the Western Australian Industrial
Gazette?

(4) It is true that Senior Commissioner Fielding recommended in his 1995 Review of Labour Relations in Western
Australia that the publishing of the Industrial Gazette should no longer remain a monopoly?

(5) If so, what action has been taken on this recommendation?

(6) Did the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations (DOPLAR) conduct a Competition Policy Review
of the Industrial Relations Act 1979 in 1997?

(7) Did this Review make any recommendations with respect to the publishing of the Western Australian Industrial
Gazette?

(8) If so, what was this recommendation?

(9) Has such a recommendation been implemented in whole or in part?

(10) Has Treasury endorsed any of the recommendations of the Competition Policy Review?

(11) Has State Cabinet endorsed any of the recommendations of the Competition Policy Review?

(12) What action has the Government taken on the recommendations approved by Treasury and/or Cabinet?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The annual cost of printing the Gazette in 1998/1999 was $165,368

(2) State Law Publisher

(3) No

(4) Yes

(5) The matter was included in the preliminary items for consideration for the Statutes (Repeals and Minor
Amendments) (No 2) Bill 1999 but was withdrawn following an objection by the Trades and Labor Council.

(6)-(7) Yes

(8) To remove the restriction imposed by the Industrial Relations Act that requires the Gazette to be published by
the State Law Publisher only.

(9) No

(10)-(11)
Yes.

(12) No formal action has been taken.  The subject matters of the Review have been included in discussions with
key industrial relations parties.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT, COMPETITION POLICY REVIEW

1434. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

In relation to the Competition Policy Review of the Industrial Relations Act 1979 conducted by the Department of
Productivity and Labour Relations (DOPLAR) -

(a) how many recommendations for changes to the Act were made;

(b) how many of these recommended changes were endorsed by Treasury;

(c) how many of these recommended changes were endorsed by Cabinet;

(d) has DOPLAR subsequently asked Treasury if it could conduct another review and make different
recommendations on the same legislative provisions;

(e) if so, why;

(f) did DOPLAR recommend that the President of the Commission should not be required to have legal
qualifications to be eligible for appointment to the position;

(g) does the President of the Commission have as a main function the role of presiding over the full bench of the
Commission when it hears appeals;

(h) was it the decision of Cabinet that legal qualifications are not essential for the President who is required to hear
and determine appeals to the full bench of the Commission; and

(i) does the Minister support this decision of the Cabinet?
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Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(a) 10

(b)-(c) All

(d) DOPLAR has advised Treasury of its intention to conduct a further review.

(e) A reconsideration of the public benefit of proceeding.

(f)-(g) Yes

(h) The decision of Cabinet was that the removal of the restrictions may extend the range of suitable candidates

(i) Yes

DEPARTMENT OF PRODUCTIVITY AND LABOUR RELATIONS, INDUSTRIAL INSPECTORATE

1435. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) In relation to the Industrial Inspectorate of the Department of Productivity and Labour Relations (DOPLAR)
do Industrial Inspectors, when investigating industrial complaints involving award breaches, act as agents of
the employee who has lodged the complaint or as Government appointed enforcers of industrial laws?

(2) Has it been recently determined that the Compliance Division of DOPLAR will follow a solution focused
approach to resolving industrial complaints?

(3) What is meant by a solution focused approach?

(4) Are Industrial Inspectors being asked to enter into individual performance agreements that commit them to
following a solution focused approach to complaint resolution?

(5) Under the solution focused approach is the Inspector required to convey to the complainant employee an
employer's offer to settle for less than what the Inspector has determined is owing under the award?

(6) Has the Compliance Division recently prepared a draft letter which can be sent to employers advising that if
settlement payments of not less than half the award obligation are not made by the agreed date, the Department
is to take action to recover the full award amount owing?

(7) Is it true that a main feature of an Inspector's performance under their individual performance agreements is the
number of complaint files closed each month?

(8) Is it the case that an Inspector who closes ten files because an employer has been put into liquidation and the
claims can no longer be pursued is to be considered more successful than an Inspector who closes only three
files in the month through the recovery of underpaid wages?

(9) Will the solution focused approach to complaint resolution and individual performance agreements, which
measure the number of monthly file closures, foster a culture of doing deals and non-enforcement of award
conditions?

(10) What pressure is being placed on Inspectors to require them to sign the individual performance agreements?

(11) Are Inspectors who facilitate employers and employees doing deals for less than what the award provides acting
contrary to Inspector's statutory obligations to secure the observance of the Act and the awards made under it?

(12) Is the Minister supportive of this practice?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) Industrial Inspectors are appointed as impartial officers to ensure the observance of industrial laws. 

(2) The Fair Workplaces Division of DOPLAR, in common with all Government agencies, has always been
“solution focused”.  This approach is consistent with the Department’s obligation to secure observance of
industrial laws to achieve the fair treatment of employees.  The approach has recently been restated to staff as
part of a continuous improvement program.

(3) The term “solution focused” is used to highlight the Department’s commitment to quality service.

(4) Yes.

(5) No.  It is appropriate for Inspectors to take steps to ensure an employee is advised of any settlement offer an
employer makes.  This is deemed to be good practice and not mandated by a solution focused approach.

(6) No.

(7) An Inspector’s performance is gauged by a number of quantitative and qualitative measures, one of which is
the number of files closed per month.

(8) No.  The number of files closed is only one measure of an Inspector’s overall performance.
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(9) No.  The Fair Workplaces Division’s operating culture will remain one of securing observance of industrial
laws to achieve the fair treatment of employees.

(10) None.  Individual Performance Agreements are drafted and discussed in detail with each Inspector and signed
once agreement on its content is reached.

(11) Not applicable.  Inspectors do not facilitate employers and employees “doing deals for less than what the award
provides”.  

(12) I am confident the Department is fulfilling its compliance role in line with statutory requirements.

OFFICE OF YOUTH AFFAIRS, AGES OF STAFF

1443. Ms ANWYL to the Minister for Youth:

(1) How many of your Ministerial staff are aged -

(a) under 65;
(b) under 55;
(c) under 45;
(d) under 35;
(e) under 25; and
(f) under 18?

(2) How many of the staff of the Office of Youth Affairs are aged -

(a) under 65;
(b) under 55;
(c) under 45;
(d) under 35;
(e) under 25; and
(f) under 18?

Mr BOARD replied:

(1) Ministerial Office

(a) 9.
(b) 9.
(c) 7.
(d) 5.
(e) 2.
(f) Nil.

(2) Office of Youth Affairs.

(a) 26.
(b) 25.
(c) 16.
(d) 5.
(e) 1.
(f) Nil.

LEGAL AID COMMISSION, BUDGETS FOR REGIONAL AND METROPOLITAN OFFICES

1445. Ms ANWYL to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) What is the actual Budget for the financial years ending -

(a) 1995;
(b) 1996;
(c) 1997;
(d) 1998; and
(e) 1999 to date,

for each Legal Aid Commission Regional and metropolitan office?

(2) How much is the private practitioner budget for each of the -

(a) Broome;
(b) Port Hedland;
(c) Kalgoorlie;
(d) Boulder; and
(e) Bunbury,

offices for each of the financial years referred to in part (1) above?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) (a)-(d) Legal Aid Western Australia’s actual operating expenditure, excluding grants to community legal
centres and payments from the Asbestosis fund, was as follows:
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Actual Perth Fremantle Midland Broome Bunbury Sth
Hedland

Kalgoorlie

30/06/95 16,859,326 1,956,897 1,127,911 519,844 1,920,906 551,293 150,524

30/06/96 17,037,871 1,645,948 1,007,776 545,829 1,706,478 530,691 283,833

30/06/97 16,441,181 1,589,385 998,218 579,410 1,751,949 676,987 372,017

30/06/98 17,084,766 1,197,870 1,069,306 697,080 1,563,624 565,949 419,213

30/06/99 16,122,093 1,216,737 1,284.970 583,747 1,739,856 530,280 519,142

(e) Actual operating expenditure for the current year to 31/10/99 was $7,891,908.

(2) (a)-(d) The value of work undertaken by private practitioners in Broome, Port Hedland, Kalgoorlie and
Bunbury was as follows:

Broome Bunbury Sth Hedland Kalgoorlie

30/06/95 20,427 1,413,288 156,968 5,673

30/06/96 37,406 1,138,745 123,506 63,353

30/06/97 53,097 1,218,150 230,192 115,853

30/06/98 66,511 908,415 85,753 125,949

30/06/99 (8,813) 1,131,797 90,104 204,211

Legal Aid does not have an office in Boulder.

(e) The budget for private practitioners for 1999/2000 is $7,490,833.  The budget is managed centrally
and at 31/10/99 $2,923,892 had been committed.

TOURISM, NORTHCLIFFE

1448. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 308 of 1999 and given that the Minister supports the tourism industry in
Northcliffe, will the Minister advise why the Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission has
removed all Government tourism funding for Northcliffe?

(2) Apart from old growth forests, what tourist attractions does Northcliffe have to offer as far as the
Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission is concerned?

(3) Does the Minister/Western Australian Tourism Commission accept that old growth forests are the main tourist
attraction in and around Northcliffe?

(4) If not, why not?

(5) Rather than relying on maps of the area, is the Minister prepared to put some time aside to travel around
Northcliffe with one or more members of the tourism industry to gain first hand experience of the reserves and
national parks in the area?

(6) If not, why not?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1) to (6) See answer to Question on Notice 1110.

SEWERAGE, NORTHCLIFFE

1449. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 315 of 1999, what is the nature of the options under consideration?

(2) What is the application process for these options?

(3) How much money has been set aside in the 1999-2000 Budget for these options?

(4) Are they available now?

(5) If not, when will they be?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) Options available for consideration include alternatives to the conventional system and different levels of
contribution from both the local communities and Government.

(2) No options have yet been adopted.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) No.

(5) No options have been adopted.
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TOURIST BUREAUS, FUNDING

1451. Mr BROWN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism:

(1) Further to question on notice No. 318 of 1999, do regional tourism associations have the authority to allocate
some of the funds received from the Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission to any tourist
bureau in their area of responsibility?

(2) Has the Government/Western Australian Tourism Commission placed any impediments on regional tourism
associations giving Government provided funds to any tourist bureau?

Mr BRADSHAW replied:

(1)-(2) See answer to Question on Notice 1113.

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, IMPACT ON RENTS AND LAND PRICES

1456. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Housing:

(1) What is the expected impact of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) on rents in Perth and country areas?

(2) What is the expected impact of the GST on the price of land in Perth and country areas?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) The estimated impact of GST on residential rents is 2% to 3% however this will be subject to market forces at
the time.  The Ministry of Housing will not be increasing its subsidised rents.  Other rents are subject market
forces.

(2) Land prices are expected  to increase by 5% in the first year.  However, this will be subject to market factors,
which will vary according to location.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1474. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Attorney General's
portfolio in 1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1) Amount of bad debts written off for 1998/99:

Court Services – Court Fees and Fines $7,014,952.35
Crown Solicitors Office – Criminal Injuries Compensation $   316,883.20
Total: $7,331,835.55

(2) No.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1479. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Family and Children's Services; Seniors; Women's Interests:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mrs PARKER replied:

(1) Family and Children’s Services $211,045
Office of Seniors Interests nil
Women’s Policy Office nil

(2) No.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1481. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Housing; Aboriginal Affairs; Water Resources:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?
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Dr HAMES replied:

Aboriginal Affairs Department
(1) $4,559.64.
(2) Nil.

Ministry of Housing

Homeswest
(1) $4,101,491.00.
(2) Debts over $10,000.00 related to clients only and in view of the confidential nature of this information, I am

not prepared to release it.

Keystart
(1) 2,945,090.00.
(2) Debts over $10,000.00 related to clients only and in view of the confidential nature of this information, I am

not prepared to release it.

Government Employees’ Housing Authority
(1)-(2) $99,452.00 of which $82,786.00 was for bad debt relating for rents from Dental Health.

Country Housing Authority
(1)-(2) Nil.

Office of Water Regulation
(1)-(2) Nil.

Water and Rivers Commission and Swan River Trust
(1) $1,440.00.
(2) Nil.

Water Corporation
(1) $1.957 million.
(2) Details of individual amounts over $10,000.00 are as follows:

Amount
Bindi Bindi Community  $129,441.43 
Cheeditha Community  $52,464.43 
Goodabinya Community  $70,263.95 
Karmulinunga Community  $128,774.15 
Kurnangki Community  $353,268.43 
Lundja Community  $23,448.23 
Mallingbar Community  $60,855.40 
Mardiwah Loop Community  $59,741.13 
Mindi Rardi Kuriku Community  $86,247.30 
Mirima Community  $82,010.73 
Moongoong Darwung Community  $33,531.25 
Morrell Park Community  $252,325.63 
Mowanjum Community  $38,167.78 
Naturaliste Developments  $20,227.00 
Nyoongah Community  $76,557.65 
Tjalka Boorda Community  $77,806.23 
Tjalka Warra Community  $28,887.90 
Warrayu Community  $31,949.60 
Warringarri Community  $292,003.60 

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1482. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Local Government; Disability Services:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mr OMODEI replied:

DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(1) Nil

(2) Not applicable

DISABILITY SERVICES COMMISSION
(1) $14,549
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(2) No

KEEP AUSTRALIA BEAUTIFUL COUNCIL
(1) Nil

(2) Not applicable

METROPOLITAN CEMETERIES BOARD
(1)-(2) Nil

FREMANTLE CEMETERY BOARD
(1) Nil

(2) Not applicable

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1484. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance has provided the following reply;

Government Employees Superannuation Board
(1) $3,279

(2) No

Valuer General’s Office
(1) $75

(2) No

State Revenue Department
(1) $737,460

(2) The Commissioner of State Revenue advises that he is precluded by the secrecy provisions of the taxing statutes
from divulging or communicating to any person the names of the taxpayers who owed the debt.

Insurance Commission of Western Australia
(1) $15,483,000

The bad debts arose principally out of the Insurance Commission seeking to recover the costs of claims paid
in relation to the Third Party Insurance Fund, where the driver of the vehicle involved was in breach of the
warranties of the policy or where the vehicle was uninsured.

(2) Debts written off in excess of $10,000 were owed by:

D H MacLiver K B Hameister

G J Singleton N M Gale

A R Moore C J Dixon

S M Guy C K Mung

S A Valle W S Kearney

M G Gauci R Koper

E J Ward L T Woods

L A Smith A T Hall

V I Jones S C Minus

B G Thompson K R M Stanley

W J Pascoe S A Anderson (Dec’d)

B A Plowman K J B Reynell

K D Webb N W Schumann

J J Hume (Dec’d) A S Marsh

B J Monaghan M R Bean

J A Hayman S T Jarvis

S S Lloyd M J Eastaugh
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K D Henare D A Chegwidden

P L Buffham J B Davies

C A Pilgrim C R Boswell

K L Rawlings Goldenway P/L

J C Moyle A G Prescott

W Lilleyman D C Palmer

P C Hazelwood I Quartermaine

N S Ireland C M Cousens

S L Chen R Yates

S P Gott M D Le Provost

K N Patton A T Illingworth

M R Gallaway M J Farrell

D Ali T E Jones

J E Scott S C Moore

R M Davis M R Wurzer

L J Fenton C A Gordon

R G Fletcher (Dec’d) M Jack

G D Gorey K Fleay

R W Clarke A R Yarran

A G Schulz G A Pittaway

N G Sisson W A Sherwood

O Enache (Dec’d) T R Green

K M Rattigan N Battersby

P M McDowall T R Zadow

R D Gallin N L Guise

W Bannigan (Dec’d) M R Nepia

G S Tattersall M R Graebner

K E Graham L J Brown

K R Porte (Dec’d) V C Luu

L J McGovern B A Wakefield/Jolly

R G Wedlock S R Howlett

N J Jordan L A Boothey/Winning

G V Duguid G J McMaster

G V Lelliott W Hogg/Nathaniel

S G Brenner V M Nguyen

S J Denny O V A Barron

A Cockie E Meldrum (Dec’d)

J P Mackellar G S Bingham

J S Hockey B A Stephen

W T Brown S Dalby

R J McLachlan M A Gillon

D J Richman P G McShane

D G Serafini H E C Lipman

M A Penny R L D Nickels

L Westrheim D G Clifford

L Westrheim T G Watson

V I Jones S R Panizza (Dec’d)

J A Bell D J Bradord

P Travia J Henry

J Martens K J McMahon
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M T Farrell M K Olley

B J Waites P C Deanshaw (Dec’d)

P I Jarchow P L Narrier

I J Pearce M V Bulloch

S K Owens S J Carroll

K S Woodhouse L B Williams

J A Whitaker P M Baker

R Charlesworth B J Chapman

C Gimm M G Brown

J R Bradbury M D Gladwell

M Brogan J T Willis

M H Field S A O’Brien

G H White J E Champion

B R Parker M A Harrison

S D’Andrea P M Walker

S B Whincup P J Rolt

E Fisher I Rennie

K Dodgin R Comito

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1486. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mr COWAN replied:

The Minister for Racing and Gaming has provided the following reply:

Lotteries Commission
(1) No bad debts were written off in 1998/99 accounts by the Lotteries Commission.

(2) Not applicable.

Office of Racing Gaming and Liquor
(1) Nil

(2) Not Applicable

WA Greyhound Racing Authority
(1) $500

(2) Not Applicable

Burswood Park Board
(1) Nil

(2) Not Applicable

Totalisator Agency Board
(1)-(2) Nil

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1487. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mr BARNETT replied:

(1) $450.00

(2) No.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1488. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mr PRINCE replied:

Police
(1) $58,000.

(2) Not applicable.

Emergency Services
(1) Bush Fires Board Nil

State Emergency Service Nil
Fire & Rescue Service Nil

(2) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1489. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for the Arts:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:

(1) The 1998/99 financial statements for the Ministry for Culture & the Arts did not include any amount for bad
debts written off other than -

Library and Information Service of Western Australia
$3313.64

Perth Theatre Trust
$27,000.

(2) Yes, $27,000 owed by the Music Theatre Company of WA

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, BAD DEBTS

1492. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Justice:

(1) What is the amount of bad debts written off for each department and agency within the Minister's portfolio in
1998-99?

(2) Were any of these debts above $10 000, and if so, what is the name of the person or company who owed the
debt?

Mrs van de KLASHORST replied:

(1) Amount of bad debts written off for 1998/99:

Court Services – Court Fees and Fines $7,014,952.35
Crown Solicitors Office – Criminal Injuries Compensation $   316,883.20
Total: $7,331,835.55

(2) No.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, REGIONAL PURCHASING COMPACT

1495. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Commerce and Trade; Regional Development; Small
Business:

(1) Does the Government have a policy commitment towards ensuring that Government work in the regions is
allocated in a way that provides the best economic advantage to the region?

(2) Does the Government endeavour to fulfil that commitment through its Regional Purchasing Compact?

(3) If not, in what way does the Government seek to fulfil that commitment?

(4) Does each department and agency under the Deputy Premier's control take steps to ensure that as much of the
work it has in regional areas is allocated in the way which benefits such regional areas?
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(5) Does each agency and department under the Deputy Premier's control strictly comply with the Regional
Purchasing Compact and particularly the preference for regional businesses as provided for under that compact?

(6) Is the Deputy Premier aware of any cases where any department or agency under the Deputy Premier's control
has not complied with the Regional Purchasing Compact?

(7) If so, what were the circumstances of that non-compliance?

(8) Are there any Government departments or agencies under the Deputy Premier's control that are exempt from
the Regional Purchasing Compact, and if so why?

(9) Is it true that at least one or more of the departments or agencies under the Deputy Premier's control has not
complied with the Regional Purchasing Compact when allocating a contract due to the additional costs of
applying the preference arrangement?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.  The Government also has in place a policy for managing the purchasing by third party contractors which
ensures that prime contractors expending government agency funds do so in such a way as to conform to the
relevant government purchasing policies.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) Yes.

(5) The Chief Executive Officer of all agencies within my ministerial portfolios must implement the Regional
Buying Compact.

(6) No.

(7) Not applicable.

(8) No.

(9) I have been assured by all the agencies within my portfolios that they have complied with the provisions of the
Regional Buying Compact.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, CONTRACTS AGGREGATED IN REGIONAL AREAS

1517. MR BROWN to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Commerce and Trade; Regional Development; Small
Business:

(1) Since 1 July 1997, have there been any occasions when departments and agencies under the Deputy Premier's
control have aggregated or bulked up Government contracts let for work to be carried out in regional Western
Australia?

(2) Is it true that one or more departments or agencies under the Deputy Premier's control have preferred to
aggregate or bulk up a number of smaller contracts into one larger contract for ease of administration or some
other reason?

(3) If not, will the Deputy Premier advise if any department or agency under the Deputy Premier's control has
aggregated or bulked up a number of smaller contracts to one large contract for administrative or other reasons?

(4) Is the Deputy Premier aware that some small regional based contractors have been unable to secure work as
a consequence of only large contracts being let?

(5) What steps does the Deputy Premier intend to take to ensure that regionally based contractors are not excluded
from obtaining Government work as a consequence of contracts being aggregated or bulked up?

(6) Will the Deputy Premier issue instructions to all departments under the Deputy Premier's control confirming
that contracts are not to be bulked up or aggregated so that small business and small business contractors are
not excluded (by virtue of size) from obtaining Government work in their region?

(7) If not, why not?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(2) No.

(3) Not applicable

(4) Some agencies such as Main Roads WA, have or will let large contracts that cover work previously carried out
under a number of smaller contracts. The Regional Buying Compact and State Supply Commission policy on
managing purchasing by third party contracts does address the matter of affording protection and opportunity
for small regionally based contractors.

(5) The State Supply Commission is reviewing the effectiveness of the Regional Buying Compact and will soon
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advise Government on how to improve the opportunities for regional suppliers to successfully bid for
government contracts.

(6) No.

(7) Small contractors are not precluded from obtaining work either as sub-contractors or as part of consortia. 
Moreover, large contracts awarded by Government agencies give consideration to the protection and
development of regional businesses.  It is the experience of agencies managing regional contracts that primary
contractors generally go beyond the contractual commitments given to support local business.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, REGIONAL PURCHASING COMPACT

1539. Mr BROWN to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Commerce and Trade; Regional Development; Small
Business:

(1) Is the Deputy Premier aware of the Regional Purchasing Compact?

(2) Is the Deputy Premier also aware that large contracts have been awarded to city based contractors as a
consequence of such contractors being able to obtain the regional preference arrangements under the Regional
Purchasing Compact?

(3) Is the Deputy Premier also aware that regional based businesses have been unsuccessful in obtaining work as
a consequence of the preference being available to city based contractors?

(4) Does the Deputy Premier and the Government have a commitment to expanding the opportunities for regionally
based businesses and improving the level of economic activity in the regions through the allocation of regional
Government work to regional businesses?

(5) If so, what steps does the Deputy Premier intend to take to ensure that the opportunities for regionally based
businesses are expanded?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1) Yes.  The Regional Buying Compact is the Government’s policy document.

(2)-(3) I am aware that under the Regional Purchasing Compact, a price preference is available to those contractors
and suppliers having a permanent office and staff located within one of the regional zones prescribed under the
policy.  For contractors outside the zone, a preference is also available for the use of regionally based suppliers
of goods and services.  The goods and services bought should always represent value for money and also satisfy
other relevant criteria such as conformance to technical specification.

(4) Yes.

(5) The Government is committed to increasing the level and range of buying sourced in regional areas.  The
strengthening of regional decision making has put regional businesses in a stronger position to participate and
benefit from State Government contracts.  The State Supply Commission is reviewing the effectiveness of the
Regional Buying Compact and will soon advise Government on how to improve the opportunities for regional
suppliers to successfully bid for government contracts.

PEEL INLET MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

1643. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What was the total budget for the Peel Inlet Management Authority (PIMA) for -

(a) the four years prior to the Water and Ribers Commission (WRC) taking control of this Authority; and

(b) The period since the WRC took control of PIMA?

(2)What were the numbers of staff at PIMA and their designated positions (including contract staff) - 

(a) for the four years prior to the WRC taking control of PIMA; and 

(b) since WRC took control of PIMA?

Dr HAMES replied:

(1) (a)

1992/93 $857,863
1993/94 $657,331
1994/95 $808,457
1995/96 $851,665

(b)

1996/97 $874,190
1997/98 $548,618
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1998/99 $710,413
1999/2000 $432,097

(2) (a)
Position Year
District Manager 1992 -1996
Environmental Officer 1992 -1996
Senior Inspector 1992 -1996
Administrative Officer 1992 -1996
Leading Hand 1992 –1996
Field Hand Plant Operators (x4) 1992-1994 & 1996
Field Hand Plant Operators (x3) 1995 -1996

   (b)
Position Year
District Manager 1996 - 2000
Environmental Officer 1996 - 2000
Senior Inspector/PIMA 1996 - 1998
Senior Inspector/PIMA Exec Officer 1998 - 2000
Administrative Officer 1996 - 2000
Leading Hand 1996 - 1999
Field Hand Plant Operators (x2) 1996 - 1998
Field Hand Plant Operators (x1.25) 1999 - 2000
Field Hand Plant Operator 1998 - 1999
Ribbons of Blue Coordinator 1996 - 2000

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, INFLATIONARY IMPACT

520. Dr GALLOP to the Premier:

I refer to the Weekend Australian article "GST:  Why you will pay more", which shows that the inflationary impact of
the goods and services tax will be greater than claimed by the Premier and his federal colleagues during the last federal
election, and ask - 

(1) Does the Premier accept these new figures, which include state government charges in areas such as gas and
electricity?

(2) Will the Premier provide his own estimates of the price impact of the goods and services tax on gas, electricity
and public transport charges in Western Australia?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr COURT replied:

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for some notice of this question.  

(1) The article in the Weekend Australian states that the figures on the utilities are indicative figures.  

(2)-(3) The State Government will make an announcement about charges for electricity and gas either just prior to the
budget coming down or when the budget is brought down, as it has done for the past seven years.

Dr Gallop:  Why will the Premier not tell the people what the impact will be?

Mr COURT:  The Leader of the Opposition knows the goods and services tax will apply to electricity charges.  If the
Leader of the Opposition looks at this Government's record with electricity and gas charges, he will find there has been
only one small increase for residential users in seven years.  There has been one small increase in gas prices for
residential users.

Dr Gallop:  What about public transport?

Mr COURT:  The Leader of the Opposition asked me about gas and electricity utilities.  There has been a significant
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real decline in electricity and gas charges.  That should be compared with the Labor Party's record while in government,
when there were increases on a regular basis.  The Government has a pretty good track record.  

I see the federal Labor Party will gear its whole election strategy around the implementation of the goods and services
tax.  Does that mean that if the Labor Party is elected to government, it will get rid of those tax changes?

Dr Gallop:  That is a matter for our federal colleagues.

Mr COURT:  No, it is a matter for all of us, because we cannot have it both ways.  

Dr Gallop:  If it were up to me, I would get rid of it, on behalf of the people I represent.

Mr COURT:  What would the Leader of the Opposition put in its place?

Dr Gallop:  The Premier will see.

Y2K COMPLIANCE, MONITORING

521. Mr OSBORNE to the Premier:

Will the Premier inform the House of the plans that are being implemented to monitor computer systems with regard to
the change to the year 2000 and the possible effects of the so-called millennium bug?

Mr COURT replied:

I will update the House on the arrangements that have been implemented.  As I mentioned on a previous occasion, much
work has been carried out in government to ensure that, as far as possible, the Government is Y2K compliant.  The
Deputy Premier's office has been actively involved in coordinating this work and, in addition to $150m that has been
spent on Y2K compliance, a large amount of equipment has been assessed.  For example, more than 30 000 pieces of
medical equipment have been assessed for their readiness, computers operating traffic signals upgraded and power
stations tested.

From Thursday, 30 December, a Y2K monitoring and response centre will be operating with three overlapping shifts
comprising personnel from the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet, the Police Service, the Fire and Emergency Services
Authority, the Department of Commerce and Trade and utilities such as Western Power and Telstra.  The response centre
also will monitor activities in New Zealand and the eastern States for an early warning of possible problem areas.  The
centre will have links to basic life support services such as energy, water, sanitation, communication, fuel, transport and
emergency services.  In the event of an emergency, action will be taken in line with the year 2000 response plan that has
been developed.  A great deal of preparation therefore has been carried out.  People will be on hand at the time so that
if problems arise we will be able to move quickly.  My concerns are not so much with computer problems but, rather,
the other issues that the police will have to face during that period.  Of course, in our climate, different parts of the State
are facing a severe fire risk this summer which will cause us more concern.

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX, CHEAPER GOODS

522. Mr BROWN to the Minister for Regional Development:

I refer to the minister's claim in answer to a question on notice dated 14 September that the goods and services tax will
result in reductions in the general cost of goods and services in regional Western Australia.  

(1) Which goods and services will be cheaper for regional consumers?

(2) By how much will those goods and services be cheaper?

(3) Is the minister guaranteeing cheaper prices, or is he simply expressing hope?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(3) I am sure the member for Bassendean will expect only a general answer from me and not all the calculated,
mathematical details.  All goods which attract a wholesale sales tax greater than 10 per cent will effectively be
cheaper, for two reasons:  Firstly, because of the value of the tax being lower; and, secondly, because the freight
component is always taken into account when calculating sales tax.  Unfortunately, we have not been able to
remove the freight calculation, even with the GST, but it will be on a lesser amount.  I do not know the goods
which have a wholesale sales tax greater than 10 per cent but it will be a substantial number; motor vehicles
are one example of those goods.  Motor vehicles are a substantial cost to people in the country, who log up
many more kilometres than their counterparts in the metropolitan area; therefore, their motor vehicle turnover
is much higher.  I believe the member for Bassendean and his research officer could easily establish which
goods attract a wholesale sales tax in excess of the proposed GST.

RENAL DIALYSIS

523. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Minister for Health:

Will the minister please advise what recent developments have occurred in the Government's program to provide renal
dialysis closer to where people live?  I have been asking for this for a long time.
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Mr DAY replied:

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  As implied in the question, one of the coalition Government's
central policies for the provision of health services is providing health services closer to where people are living,
wherever it is reasonable to do so.  One very good example of the implementation of that policy is the Government's
program to expand the provision of renal dialysis throughout the State.  By way of comparison, under the previous Labor
Government, renal dialysis was provided at two sites:  Royal Perth Hospital's Shenton Park Campus, and Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital.  Under the coalition Government, an additional 10 units have been established at Kalgoorlie,
Fremantle Hospital, Geraldton, Joondalup, Armadale, Peel Health Campus, Bunbury and, I am pleased to say, as of about
three weeks ago, Albany.  More are on the way.  The Government has boosted funding to the statewide renal dialysis
program to more than $27.5m, which is up about $5.5m over the past two financial years.  With specific reference to the
electorates of the members for Swan Hills,  Midland and Bassendean, and my electorate, I was very pleased to sign a
contract last Friday for the provision of renal dialysis services by a satellite unit that will be established by the end of
next February, I hope.  That unit will be maintained in a shopfront in Helena Street, Midland, right next to the office of
the member for Midland.

Mrs Roberts:  I have been asking for it long enough, so that is good news.

Mr DAY:  We deliver.  I am pleased that the member for Midland welcomes the signing of the contract.  The service
will provide for people generally in the Shires of Swan, Kalamunda and Mundaring and the Town of Bassendean. 
Initially, it will provide the capacity to treat between six and 20 patients, with a maximum capacity eventually of treating
up to 40 patients.  In addition, work is proceeding to establish three satellite units at Melville, Port Hedland and Broome. 

BUDGET DEFICIT

524. Mr RIPPER to the Treasurer:

I refer to the budgeted cash deficit of $638m in the general government sector for 1999-2000.

(1) Has the projected deficit been revised?

(2) If yes, what is the revised deficit?

(3) If no, is it likely to be revised upwards or downwards?

Mr COURT replied:

(1)-(3) I am fascinated by the measures that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition uses and that he has conveniently
forgotten all of the other measures that are used.  It is his choice.  The figures came out at the time of the
budget.  Unlike previous Labor Governments, we provide figures at the time of the budget.  I have not yet
received a mid-year review, but I will receive it shortly.  At that time the member will know the situation.  

Mr Ripper:  You do not know whether it is good or bad.

Mr COURT:  The member will know it because unlike the way in which his Government operated, those figures are
made public.

CYCLONE JOHN, DAMAGE

525. Mr SWEETMAN to the Minister for Water Resources:

Pastoralists between Whim Creek and Newman have sustained massive windmill damage from cyclone John.  Is there
an opportunity for the Government to provide assistance of the same kind that was put in place after cyclone Vance?

Dr HAMES replied:

After cyclone Vance there was damage to a significant number of windmills throughout the Gascoyne-Murchison region. 
At the suggestion of the member for Ningaloo, we came through to provide support for those pastoralists.  Instead of
merely replacing the old windmills which would get hit the next time a cyclone came along, we worked with pastoralists
to bring in new technology with solar-powered pumps.  They cost about $8 000 each, which is about the same as the cost
of a new windmill.  The pastoralists' insurance for their windmills was about $4 000 each, so we provided the other
$4 000 with $2 000 from the Office of Water Regulation and $2 000 from the Gascoyne-Murchison strategy.  This
present damage is not in the Gascoyne-Murchison region, so we cannot avail ourselves of Gascoyne-Murchison funds. 
However, we have decided that out of Office of Water Regulation, funds to the tune of $300 000 will go into those areas
affected by cyclone John and provide the same sort of support.  We will put up half the cost for submersible pumps,
which is about $4 000.  I understand that about 140 windmills have been damaged, but we expect some of them to be
repairable.  Those that need to be replaced can be replaced, up to the sum of $300 000.  We will be putting out a
statement in the near future to assist those pastoralists to access the funds we are making available.

Mr Graham:  Can you tell me how they will access it? 

Dr HAMES:  Today we will be releasing a press statement which will have a contact number at the Office of Water
Regulation so that people will have direct access to those funds.  We will also be advertising within the regions to ensure
that people know those funds are available. 
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HEALTH BUDGET, ADDITIONAL FUNDING

526. Ms McHALE to the Minister for Health:

I refer to the minister's request in September 1998 for an additional $109m in supplementary health funding. 

(1) Given that it is now December, has the minister sought any additional funding for the 1999-2000 Health
budget? 

(2) If so, how much, and was it forthcoming? 

(3) If not, what action is the minister taking to avoid yet another Health budget shortfall? 

Mr DAY replied:

(1)-(3) As the member will be aware, the allocation to the Health budget has increased substantially over the past two
financial years; in fact, it has increased by between $80m and $100m for every year that the coalition
Government has been in office.  Over the past two years specifically, the total increased allocation has been
$153m.  The total budget for 1999-2000 is approximately $1.8b.  When we came to office it was about $1.2b. 
That demonstrates the magnitude of the increase which has occurred on a continuing basis for every year that
we have been in government.  The budget for 1999-2000 has been set.  A lot of discussions have been held
within the health system, particularly with the Metropolitan Health Service Board, to ensure that it had a budget
with which it could operate and provide a continued level of service of the same high quality as that which it
has provided in the past, with improvement in service where appropriate.  There has not been any request for
additional health funding for the Health budget for this financial year.  Obviously we keep a close watch on the
situation, and we will fulfil our obligations as a Government to ensure that the people of Western Australia,
from one end of the State to the other, are provided with a high quality and comprehensive range of health
services. 

ARMADALE AND TAPPER ROADS, ATWELL, INTERSECTION

527. Mrs HOLMES to the minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Following our on-site meeting, can the minister please advise the current status of the work being undertaken by Main
Roads WA regarding the intersection of Armadale and Tapper Roads, Atwell? 

Mr OMODEI replied:

I thank the member for her continued interest in roadworks in the electorate of Southern River.  The Minister for
Transport's response states that Main Roads is currently considering a concept design for the provision of a right-turn
facility access to the CSR Readymix complex near Tapper Road to alleviate the current conflict with other traffic caused
by vehicles turning into the CSR Readymix complex.  Once the design is approved, a decision will be made on when
the work can be undertaken. 

POLICE BUDGET, PROJECTED DEFICIT

528. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

I refer to the 1999-2000 Police budget. 

(1) What is the size of the projected deficit for the Police Service budget for 1999-2000? 

(2) Has the minister or the Commissioner of Police sought any supplementary funding for the Western Australia
Police Service since the budget was brought down? 

(3) If so, how much funding was sought, for what reason was it sought, and was it forthcoming? 

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(3) The Police budget for this current financial year is in excess of $400m.  It is a huge increase when compared
with the budget of about $260m seven years ago.  The amount of the budget is significant.  The Police budget
is managed extremely well, so much so that the Police portfolio is entitled to a bonus from Treasury because
it has come in spot-on.  That is in a form of supplementary funding but it is a reward for our being very good
budget managers.  That bonus is coming through now, but it is not a supplementation because there is a deficit;
it is a bonus for having come in on budget - 

Mrs Roberts:  Will you put the extra funding into works?

Mr PRINCE:  I am trying to remember how much it is.  No, it is not.  It is because last financial year we did so well and
came in smack on that this year we get an increase as a reward for our being very good managers.  That is a real feather
in the cap of the former commissioner and the hierarchy and every police officer.  I cannot, off the top of my head, tell
the member exactly how much it is because the figure eludes me.  I had thought this had been answered as a question
on notice, but it is in the budget papers.  I will find out the exact amount and tell the member later this afternoon.  It
shows that the police are extremely efficient in the way in which they manage things and they make every dollar they
have work to its maximum. With the new management processes, the new computer system and the new software, the
department will be even more efficient.  I was talking to a regional superintendent the other day who said that as a result
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of the new management processes he has got with the new software, he will be able to reduce his stationery bill by half. 
That releases more money for street policing.  The police are very good and they are getting better every day.

POLICE BUDGET, SUPPLEMENTARY FUNDING

529. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

Is the minister saying that the police commissioner did not ask for supplementary funding?

Mr PRINCE replied:

From memory, the commissioner and I signed off the necessary pieces of paper to go the Treasurer saying that we were
good, and therefore should receive our benefit.

Dr Gallop:  Will you table that correspondence?

Mr PRINCE:  If I can find it, yes.  It has nothing to do with the deficit.  It is a reward for our having been very good
managers.  I will ensure the member is told of the exact amount.

PERTH-BUNBURY HIGHWAY, NEW ROUTE

530. Mr BRADSHAW to the minister representing the Minister for Transport:

As a result of the recently released Peel region scheme, a new Perth-Bunbury Highway route has been revealed.  Will
the minister please inform the House - 

(1) How long it will be before the Environmental Protection Authority gives the green light for the new highway
to proceed?

(2) After obtaining the EPA clearance, how long will the landholders and farmers affected by the route have to wait
before Main Roads purchases the properties?

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Minister for Transport has provided the following response -

(1) Main Roads has completed additional environmental studies of an alternative alignment for the southern portion
of the Peel deviation in the vicinity of Lake Clifton.  Formal comment from the Department of Conservation
and Land Management has been obtained and this is now being considered by Main Roads.  The Serpentine-
Peel deviation is a 52 kilometre road project with a number of complex environmental issues to be considered,
and it may take some time for the formal approval to be obtained.

(2) It is the practice of Main Roads to purchase land required for roadworks two or three years prior to the
construction subject to funding availability.  This allows the land to continue in its present use such as
agricultural production, for as long as possible.  If a case of financial or personal hardship is established, the
land acquisition will be advanced to relieve these situations. 

CRIME STATISTICS

531. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Police:

I refer to the minister's recent decision to end the longstanding practice of successive police ministers to provide local
crime statistics, and ask -

(1) Why has the minister decided to restrict access to official figures at local level? 

(2) Has the minister decided that releasing crime statistics on a suburb by suburb or station by station basis would
confirm the public's view that crime is increasing at a frightening rate?

(3) Given that the figures are already compiled, will the minister reverse the decision and ensure that these
important statistics are made available as they always have been?

Mr PRINCE replied:

The decision to which the member refers is not made by me.  I am informed by members on my left that if the member
joins a local neighbourhood watch, it will provide the figures suburb by suburb, street by street.  As members are aware,
or if they are not I will tell them, a quarterly performance report is produced.  I have a copy of the September 1999 report
which I am more than happy to table.  

Dr Constable interjected.

Mr PRINCE:  It will be made public and tabled as it arrives every quarter. 

Dr Constable:  You are refusing to answer my question. 

Mr PRINCE:  I am not refusing to answer the question.  These are far more comprehensive figures which deal with the
issue district by district and which provide information about the crimes recorded, up trends and down trends.  The trends
are generally down and the clearance rate is generally up, which is attributable to the activities of the Police Service. 
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WITNESS PROTECTION PROGRAM, REVIEW

532. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

Some notice of this question has been given.  I refer to the review of the witness protection program being undertaken
by Len Roberts-Smith QC and ask -

(1) Will Mr Roberts-Smith QC be investigating the allegations contained in the letter written by former police
officer Allen Thompson, including the allegation that witness protection officers had links to organised crime
figures?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) Will a complete and unedited report by Mr Roberts-Smith QC be released to the public? 

(4) If not, why not?  

Mr PRINCE replied:

In relation to the last question the member for Midland asked, I have been handed a note with the figure $3.62m.  That
is the 1 per cent productivity bonus that the police have earned as a result of being very good managers. 

Mrs Roberts:  But they requested more than that. 

Mr PRINCE:  No.  That is what we are entitled to because we are good managers.

(1) Yes.

(2) Not applicable. 

(3)-(4) It depends on what is in the report.  If it covers confidential and operationally sensitive matters that under the
Witness Protection (Western Australia) Act cannot be made public, clearly whatever is published will have
those parts excluded.  If it does not canvass any such issues - I would be surprised if it did not - obviously the
contrary will apply.  However, the total report will be made available and a briefing will be offered to whoever
is the opposition Police spokesperson at the time.  If that person is the member for Midland, she will get it.

GREENMOUNT HILL, ARRESTER BED

533. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the minister representing the Minister for Transport:

Some notice of this question has been given.  Will the minister advise the House of the safety success of the arrester bed
installed on Greenmount Hill? 

Mr OMODEI replied:

The Minister for Transport has advised that the arrester bed has been used on two occasions, thus avoiding potentially
dangerous situations for other road users.  I am aware that the member worked very closely on this issue with the
previous minister.  I well recall her sparring with Minister Charlton over a number of issues in her local community.  I
know she worked closely with her local community to have the arrester beds installed.  I thank her formally for her
efforts.

The SPEAKER:  Merry Christmas as well! 

WELLINGTON DAM, LAND PURCHASE

534. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Water Resources:

Some notice of this question has been given.  I refer to the purchase of the Wellington Dam land by the Chairman of the
Water Corporation, Mr Peter Jones, and ask -

(1) Will the minister explain to the House why the two minutes sent by Mr Jones to the Premier and the Under
Treasurer on 9 April, three days before the purchase, were not made available to the Opposition under its
freedom of information request?

(2) Will he now table those documents?

(3) If not, why not?  

Dr HAMES replied:

(1)-(3) The documents to which the Leader of the Opposition refers were mentioned by the chairman in his summary
of the chronology of events that led to the purchase of Wellington Dam by the Water Corporation.  He states
that he sent the two documents, but the Water Corporation does not have them on file.  We have rechecked and
they are not at the corporation's offices, so we cannot provide them in response to the freedom of information
request.  Perhaps they were sent from the chairman's office. 

Dr Gallop:  The chairman does not have his own office; he is part of the Water Corporation. 

Dr HAMES:  These negotiations took place over the weekend and perhaps they were sent from his office.  
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Dr Gallop:  It is outrageous.  The minister is concealing information from the public.

Dr HAMES:  I will discuss this further with the chairman.  If I can get the documents, I will make them available. 

WELLINGTON DAM, LAND PURCHASE

535. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Water Resources:

Is it normal and/or acceptable for the Chairman of the Water Corporation to send memorandums to the Premier and the
Under Treasurer, and for those documents not to be filed in the Water Corporation's offices?

Dr HAMES replied:  

I would not have expected that to normally be the case but the documents are not there.  I will have further discussions
with the chairman.

MIDLAND POLICE COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE

536. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Minister for Police:

What is the current status of the proposed Midland Police Communications Centre?

Mr PRINCE replied:

I thank the member for Swan Hills for the question and some notice of it but before I answer it, I advise the member for
Midland that $18 000 was provided as supplementation to cover the costs of the Bowen inquest in Adelaide which ran
over.  We have asked for $18 000 to pay Mr Quigley for his representation.

The police communication centre - which is known as the CADCOM centre - is part of the operational support facility
being established in Midland.  Last September, Hames Sharley was commissioned to provide architectural services to
the project.  The project encompasses an enormous number of parts of the Police Service; not just the forensic section
but also many other parts of the police operation support portfolio.  The planning and design of the operation support
facility has commenced but only a few months ago.  The CADCOM centre will be the first section to be completed and
the rest will follow.  It is anticipated that the centre will be completed in the first half of 2001 but that depends to some
extent on the design work and the tendering and building processes.  At present, the CADCOM centre is on track for
completion in the first half of 2001.  That is only the communications side; the rest will follow later.

POLICE OFFICERS, SECTION 8 SUSPENSIONS

537. Mrs ROBERTS to the Minister for Police:

I refer to the section 8 suspension of police officers.

(1) When does the minister expect the fate of former Assistant Commissioner Bob Ibbotson to be determined given
that he was suspended early in 1998?

(2) When does the minister expect the fate of Detective Sergeant Peter Coombs to be determined given that he was
suspended in 1997?

(3) What is the current situation with former Macro task force head Paul Ferguson and have any of the charges laid
against him been dropped?

(4) Will the five officers recently charged with perjury be stood down?  If so, will the minister assure the House
that these officers will not be stood down for years on end without any action being taken?

Mr PRINCE replied:

(1)-(4) The issue of the five officers charged by summons yesterday is entirely in the hands of the Commissioner of
Police and no doubt he will make some judgments and decisions.  Whether he chooses to suspend or stand
down the officers is a matter for him alone, as it should be.

I will answer the other questions generally, not in reference to specific individuals.  In many instances the other
officers who have been stood down have been so for far too long in my view.  However, inquiries are continuing
and the question of prosecutions has either not been resolved or decisions have not been made by the Director
of Public Prosecutions or whomever.  Those matters have been going on for too long.  The charges should be
laid and the matters brought to trial if that is what ultimately should happen.  These matters should be cleared
up so these people can get on with their lives.  I have expressed that view a number of times both publicly and
privately but these matters are in the hands of the Director of Public Prosecutions and other investigative and
prosecutory agencies over which neither I nor any minister has any power of direction, and nor should we.  All
we can do is express the view that this is taking far too long and these matters should be progressed because
for them to take this long is wrong.

Mrs Roberts:  You didn't answer the third part of the question.  Have charges against Ferguson been dropped?

Mr PRINCE:  I cannot answer that question specifically because I do not know.  I will endeavour to find out that
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information and as soon as I can provide the member with specific answers about the individual officers she referred to,
I will provide that information to her.  Does the member want me to send it to John Quigley as well?

Mrs Roberts:  No, just to me.  He will be in Parliament soon enough.

SOUTH WEST MOTOR SPORTS COMPLEX

538. Dr TURNBULL to the Minister for Regional Development:

The minister recently opened the South West Motor Sports Complex which was established on the site of the former
Wesfarmers Coal Deep Mine Services Centre.  Could the minister please give the House an outline of current activities
at the complex for motor sports and driver training courses, and describe the vision of the expansion of that complex and
the benefits it can bring to tourism and development in the Collie area? 

Mr COWAN replied: 

The member is right:  I recently visited her electorate and opened the South West Motor Sports Complex, which was
initiated by a number of enthusiastic and dedicated people associated with motor sports in the south west.  Their intention
was to provide a racetrack, which they have done.  They readily admit that a lot of work is needed to bring the track up
to international standards before races will be permitted in open classes.  Nevertheless, the track currently can be used
for other types of races.  In addition, these people have established a driver training facility, and a number of schools
from within the region and from Bunbury are utilising that service.  Also, some of the haul roads which, if my memory
serves me correctly, belong to the Western 5 Colliery will be used to undertake training for people wishing to obtain a
licence to operate haulpacks or heavy road vehicles.  That element is progressing.  The enthusiasm of that group will
undoubtedly lead to a facility which will provide a racetrack, a drag strip and training facilities for people who wish to
learn how to drive a standard motor vehicle, those wanting to drive off-road vehicles or those wanting to obtain a B or
C-class licence.

GANTHEAUME POINT, BROOME PROJECT, PEARL BAY RESORT DEVELOPMENTS PTY LTD
CONTRACT

539. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Lands:

I refer to the decision to award the contract to develop Gantheaume Point, Broome, to Pearl Bay Resort Developments
Pty Ltd in August of this year. 

(1) Is the minister concerned that nearly four months after the signing of a memorandum of understanding, this
company has not come up with the $10m performance bond which was to be paid on the signing?

(2) Was any investigation carried out of the capacity of the company to carry out this scale of development; and
if not, why not?

(3) Why did the Government not carry out the recommendation of Dunn and Bradstreet that both proponents for
the Gantheaume Point project provide information to prove their capacity to carry out a development of this
size?

Mr SHAVE replied:

(1)-(3) I was asked whether I am concerned that the company has not come up with the performance guarantee, but I
asked for that guarantee to be included specifically to ensure that if the people were not able to develop the
property in a proper manner, the Government would not be put at risk.  I would have thought the Leader of the
Opposition would congratulate me for being so diligent, rather than sitting there reminiscing about the way his
people did business when in government.

In relation to other matters raised, at the end of day only two proponents were seen to have any credibility, or
had any possibility of carrying out a development of this size.  One group withdrew from the proposal; that is,
before the final decision and its announcement were made, representatives of that group said that they did not
want to participate.  That left one proponent.  A delay has certainly occurred with the people coming up with
the money.  I suggest that the Leader of the Opposition be a little more objective when making criticisms, and
that he should recognise when people are doing their job properly and pay due respect.

__________
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